Genesis

THE BEGINNING OF THE WORLD

The First Day—Light

God made the sky and earth. At first, 2the

earth was completely empty; nothing was
on the earth. Darkness covered the ocean, and
God's Spirit moved over* the water. 3Then
God said, “Let there be light!”* And light
began to shine. 4God saw the light, and he
knew it was good. Then God separated the
light from the darkness. 5God named the light
“day,” and he named the darkness “night.”

There was evening, and then there was
morning. Thiswasthefirst day.

The Second Day—Sky

6Then God said, “Let there be air* to
separate the water into two parts!” 7So God
made the air and separated the water. Some of
the water was above the air, and some of the
water was below the air. 8God named the air
“sky.” There was evening, and then there was
morning. Thiswas the second day.

The Third Day—Dry Land and Plants

9Then God said, “Let the water under the
Ky be gathered together so the dry land will
appear.” And it happened. 10God named the

moved over The Hebrew word means “to fly over” or “to
swoop down,” like a bird flying over its nest to protect
its babies.

God made ... light Or, “In the beginning, God made the
heavens and the earth. While 2the earth had no special shape,
and darkness covered the ocean, and God's Spirit hovered
over the water, 3God said, ‘Let there be light!"" Or, “When
God began to create the sky and the earth, 2while the earth
was completely empty, and darkness covered the ocean, and a
powerful wind blew over the water, 3God said, ‘Let there
belight.””

air - The Hebrew word means “bowl,” or “dome.”

dry land “earth.” And God named the water
that was gathered together “seas.” God saw
this was good.

UThen God sad, “Let the earth grow grass,
plants that make grain, and fruit trees. The
fruit trees will make fruit with seedsin it. And
each plant will make its own kind of seed. Let
these plants grow on the earth.” And it
happened. 12The earth grew grass and plants
that made grain. And it grew trees that made
fruit with seedsin it. Every plant madeits own
kind of seeds. And God saw this was good.

13There was evening, and then there was
morning. Thiswasthe third day.

The Fourth Day—Sun, Moon, and Stars

14Then God said, “Let there be lightsin the
sky. These lights will separate the days from
the nights. These lights will be used for
special signs and to show when special
meetings* begin. And they will be used to
show the days and years. 15These lights will
be in the sky to shine light on the earth.” And
it happened.

16S0 God made the two large lights. God
made the larger light to rule during the day.
He made the smaller light to rule during the
night. God also made the stars. 1/God put
these lights in the sky to shine on the earth.
18God put these lights in the sky to rule over
the day and over the night. These lights
separated the light from the darkness. And
God saw thiswas good.

19There was evening, and then there was
morning. Thiswas the fourth day.

special meetings The Israelites used the sun and moon to
decide when the months and years began. And many Jewish
holidays and specia meetings began a the time of the new
moon or full moon.



GENESIS1:20-2:11

The Fifth Day—Fish and Birds

20Then God said, “Let the water be filled
with many living things. And let there be birds
to fly in the air over the earth.” 21So God
made the large sea animals.* God made every
living thing that moves in the sea. There are
many different kinds of sea animals—and
God made them all! God also made every
kind of bird that flies in the sky. And God saw
thiswas good.

22G0od blessed these animals. God told them
to have many babies and fill the seas. And God
told the birds on land to make many more birds.

23There was evening, and then there was
morning. Thiswas the fifth day.

The Sixth Day—Land Animals and People

24Then God said, “Let the earth make many
kinds of living things. Let there be many
different kinds of animals. Let there be large
animals and small crawling animals of every
kind. And let all these animals make more
animals.” And all these things happened.

2550 God made every kind of animal. God
made the wild animals, the tame animals, and
al the small crawling things. And God saw
this was good.

26Then God said, “Now let’s make man.*
We will make people as a copy of ourselves.
People will be like us. They will rule over all
the fish in the sea and the birds in the air.
They will rule over adl the large animals and
dl thelittle things that crawl on the earth.”

27S0 God made people in his own image.
God made people as a copy of himself.* God
made them male and female. 28God blessed
them and said to them, “Have many children.
Fill the earth and take control of it. Rule over
the fish in the sea and the birds in the air. Rule
over every living thing that moves on the earth.”

29God said, “I am giving you al the grain
bearing plants and all the fruit trees. Those
trees make fruit with seeds in it. This grain
and fruit will be your food. 30And | am giving
al the green plants to the animals. Those

largeseaanimals Or, “seamonsters.”

man The Hebrew word means “man,” “people,” or the name
“Adam.” It islike the word meaning “earth,” or “red clay.”

God made people ... himsdf Compare Gen. 5:1,3.

green plants will be their food. Every animal
on earth, every bird in the air, and al the little
things that crawl on the earth will eat that
food.” And all these things happened.

31God |ooked at everything he had made.
And God saw that everything was very good.

There was evening, and then there was
morning. Thiswas the sixth day.

The Seventh Day—Rest

So the earth, the sky, and everything in

them were finished. 2God finished the work
he was doing. So on the seventh day God
rested from hiswork. 3God blessed the seventh
day and made it a holy day. God made that day
special because on that day he rested from all
thework he did while making the world.

THE BEGINNING OF HUMANITY

4Thisisthe history of the sky and the earth.
This is the story about the things that
happened at the time God made the earth and
the sky. 5This was before there were plants on
the earth. Nothing was growing in the fields.
This was because the Lord had not yet made it
rain on the earth. And there was no person to
care for the plants. 6Water* came up from the
earth and spread over the ground.

"Then the Lord God took dust from the
ground and made a man.* The Lord breathed
the breath of life into the man’s nose, and the
man became a living thing. 8Then the Lord
God planted a garden in the East,* in a place
named Eden. The Lord God put the man he
made in that garden. 9The Lord God made
every beautiful tree and every tree that was
good for food to grow in the garden. In the
middle of the garden, the Lord God put the
tree of life and also the tree that gives
knowledge about good and evil.

10A river flowed from Eden and watered the
garden. That river then separated and became
four smaller rivers. 11The name of the first
river was Pishon. This river flowed around the

Water  Or, “A migt.”
East This usually means the area between the Tigris and
Euphrates rivers asfar east asthe Persian Gulf.



entire country of Havilah.* 12(Thereisgold in
that country, and that gold is good. There are
also Bdellium* and Onyx* in that country.)
13The name of the second river was Gihon.
This river flowed around the entire country of
Ethiopia* 14The name of the third river was
Tigris* Thisriver flowed east of Assyria. The
fourth river was the Euphrates.*

15The Lord God put the man in the garden
of Eden to work the soil and take care of the
garden. 16The Lord God gave the man this
command. The Lord God said, *You may eat
from any tree in the garden. 17But you must
not eat from the tree that gives knowledge
about good and evil. If you eat fruit from that
tree you will die!”

The First Woman

18Then the Lord God said, “I see that it is
not good for the man to be alone. | will make
aperson like himto help him.”

19The Lord God used dust from the ground
and made every anima in the fields and every
bird inthe air. The Lord God brought &l these
animals to the man, and the man gave
everything a name. 20The man gave names to
al the tame animals, to al the birdsin the air,
and to al the wild animals of the forest. The
man saw many, many animals and birds, but
the man could not find a helper that was right
for him. 21So the Lord God caused the man to
sleep very deeply. While the man was asleep,
the Lord God took one of the ribs from the
man’'s body. Then the Lord God closed the
man’s skin at the place where he took the rib.
22The Lord God used the rib from the man to
make a woman. Then the Lord God brought
the woman to the man. 23And the man said,

“Findly! A person likeme,.
Her bones are from my bones.
Her body is from my body.
She was taken out of man,
o | will call her woman.”

Havilah Theland along the west coast of the Arabian peninsula
and, possibly, the part of Africa south of Ethiopia

Bdellium  An expensive, sweet-smelling gum.

Onyx A precious stone with many layers of blue or gray.

Ethiopia Or, “Cush,” acountry in Africa by the Red Sea.

Tigris, Euphrates The two largest rivers flowing through the
countries of Babyloniaand Assyria.

GENESIS 2:12-3:12

24That is why a man leaves his father and
mother and is joined to his wife. This way,
two people become one.

25The man and his wife were naked, but
they were not ashamed.

The Beginning of Sin

The snake was the most clever of al the

wild animals that the Lord God had made.
.The snake wanted to trick the woman.; The
snake spoke to the woman and said, “Woman,
did God redly tell you that you must not eat
from any treein the garden?”

2The woman answered the snake, “,No!
God did not say that!, We can eat fruit from
the trees in the garden. 3But there is one tree
we must not eat from. God told us, 'Y ou must
not eat fruit from the tree that isin the middle
of the garden. You must not even touch that
tree or you will die.’”

4But the snake said to the woman, “Y ou will
not die. 5God knows that if you eat the fruit
from that tree you will learn about good and
evil. And then you will be the same as God!”

6The woman saw the tree was beautiful.
She saw the fruit was good to eat. And it was
exciting that the tree would make her wise. So
the woman took fruit from the tree and ate it.
Her husband was there with her, so she gave
some of the fruit to him and he ae t.

"Then both the man and the woman
changed. It was like, their eyes opened, ;and
they saw things differently,. They saw that
they had no clothes on—they were naked. So
they got some fig leaves and sewed them
together and wore the fig leaves for clothes.

8During the cool part of the day, the Lord
God was walking in the garden. The man and
the woman heard him, and they hid anong the
trees in the garden. 9The Lord God called to
the man and said, “Where are you?’

10The man said, “I heard you walking in the
garden, and | was afraid. | wasnaked, sol hid."

1UThe Lord God said to the man, “Who told
you that you were naked? What caused you to
be ashamed?, Did you eat fruit from that special
tree?| told you not to eat from that tree!”

12The man said, “The woman you made for
me gave me fruit from that tree. So | ateit.”



GENESIS3:134:4

13Then the Lord God said to the woman,
“What have you done?”

The woman said, “The snake tricked me.
He fooled me and | ate the fruit.”

14S0 the Lord God said to the snake,

“You did this very bad thing,
so0 bad things will happen to you.
It will be worse for you
than for any other animal.
Y ou must crawl on your belly
and eat dust al the days
of your life.
15 ] will make you and the woman
enemies to each other.
Your children and her children
will be enemies.
Y ou will hite her child'sfoot,
but he will crush your head.”

16Then the Lord God said to the woman,

“1 will cause you to have much trouble
when you are pregnant.
And when you give birth to children,
you will have much pain.
Y ou will want your husband very much,
but he will rule over you."*

17Then the Lord God said to the man,

“| commanded you
not to eat from that tree.
But you listened to your wife,
and you ate from that tree.
So | will curse* the ground
becauise of you.
Y ou will have to work very hard
al the days of your life
for the food the ground gives.
18 The ground will grow thorns and weeds
for you.
And you will have to eat the plants
that grow wild in the fields.*
19 You will work hard for your food,
until your faceis covered with sweat.
You will work hard until the day you die.
And then you will become dust again.

You ... you Or, “You will want to rule, your husband, but he
will rule over you.” In Hebrew thisislike Gen. 4:7.

curse  Toask for bad things to happen to athing or person.

Theground ... fields See Gen. 1:28-29.

| used dust to make you.
Andwhen you die
you will become dust again.”

20Adam* named hiswife Eve* Adam gave
her this name because Eve is the mother of
every person who ever lived.

21The Lord God used animal skins and
made some clothes for the man and his wife.
Then he put the clothes on them.

22The Lord God said, “Look, the man has
become like us—he knows about good and
evil. And now the man might take the fruit
from the tree of life. If the man eats that fruit,
he will live forever.”

23S0 the Lord God forced the man to leave
the garden of Eden. Adam* was forced to go
and work the ground he was made from.
24The Lord God forced the man to leave the
garden. Then he put Cherub angels* at the
entrance to the garden to protect it. The Lord
God aso put asword of fire there. This sword
flashed around and around guarding the way
tothetree of life.

The First Family

Adam and his wife Eve had sexual
relations and Eve gave hirth to ababy. The
baby was named Cain.* Eve said, “With the
Lord’shelp, | have made aman!”
2After that, Eve gave birth to another baby.
This baby was Cain’s brother, Abel. Abel
became a shepherd. Cain became afarmer.

The First Murder

3-4At harvest time* Cain brought a gift to
the Lord. Cain brought some of the food that
he grew from the ground. But Abel brought
some animals from his flock. Abel brought
the best parts of his best sheep.*

Adam  This name means, “man” or “people.” It is like the word
meaning “earth” or “red clay.”

Eve Thisnameislikethe Hebrew word meaning “life.”

Cherub angels Special angels from God. Statues of these
angelswere on top of the Box of the Agreement.

Cain Thisislike the Hebrew word meaning “make” or “get.”

At harvest time  Literally, “at the end of days.”

Abel brought ... best sheep Literally, “Abel brought some of
hisfirstborn sheep, especially their fat.”



The Lord accepted Abel and his gift. 5But
the Lord did not accept Cain and his offering.
Cain was sad because of this, and he became
very angry. 6The Lord asked Cain, “Why are
you angry? Why does your face look sad? 7If
you do good things, you will be right with me.
Then | will accept you. But if you do wrong
things, then that sin is in your life. Your sin
will want to control you, but you must control
that sin.”*

8Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let's go
out to the field.”; So Cain and Abel went to
the field. Then Cain attacked his brother Abel
and killed him.

9L ater, the Lord said to Cain, “Where is
your brother Abel?”

Cain answered, “I don't know. Isit my job
to watch and care for my brother?’

10Then the Lord said, “What have you
done? You killed your brother!; His blood is
like a voice shouting to me from the ground.
11 You killed your brother,; and the ground
opened up to take his blood from your hands.
So now, | will cause bad things to happen to
that ground. 12In the past, you planted, and
your plants grew well. But now; you will
plant, and the ground will not help your plants
grow. You will not have a home on the earth.
Y ou will wander from place to place.”

13Then Cain said, “This punishment is more
than | can bear! 14Look, you are forcing me to
leave my land. | won't be able to see you or be
near you! | won't have a home! | will be
forced to wander from place to place on the
earth. And whoever finds me will kill me.”

15Then the Lord said to Cain, “I will not
|et that happen! If anyonekillsyou, Cain, then
| will punish that person much, much more.”
Then the Lord put a mark on Cain. This mark
showed that no person should kill him.

Cain’s Family
16Cain went away from the Lord. Cain
lived in the land of Nod.*

But if you ... control that sin  Or, “But if you don't do right,
then sinis crouching a your door. It wants you, but you must
rule over it.”

Nod Thisname means “wandering.”

GENESIS 4:5-26

17Cain had sexual relations with his wife.
She became pregnant and gave birth to a son
named Enoch. Cain built a city and gave the
city the same name as his son Enoch.

18Enoch had a son named Irad. Irad had a
son named Mehujael. Mehujael had a son
named Methushael. And Methushael had a
son named Lamech.

19 amech married two women. One wife
was named Adah, and the other wife was
named Zillah. 20Adah gave birth to Jabal.
Jabal was the father* of people who live in
tents and earn their living by keeping cattle.
21Adah also had another son Jubal. (Jubal was
Jabal’s brother.) Jubal was the father of
people who play the harp and flute. 22Zillah
gave hirth to Tubal-Cain. Tubal-Cain was the
father of people who work with bronze and
iron. The sister of Tubal-Cain was named
Naamah.

23| amech said to hiswives.

“ Adah and Zillah,

hear my voice!

You wivesof Lamech,
listento me,

A man hurt me,
50| killed him.

A child hit me,
0| killed him.

24 The punishment for killing Cain

was very grezt!

So the punishment for killing me
will be much, much greater!”

Adam and Eve Have a New Son

25Adam again had sexual relations with
Eve. And Eve gave birth to another son. They
named him Seth.* Eve said, “God has given
me another son. Cain killed Abel, but now |
have Seth.” 26Seth also had a son. He named
him Enosh. At that time, the people began to
pray to the Lord.*

father  This probably means that this man invented these things,
or was the first person to use them.

Seth  Thisislike aHebrew word meaning “to give.”

people ... the Lord Literally, “people began calling on the
name Y AHWEH."



GENESIS5:1-6:5

Adam’s Family History

Thisisthe book about the family of Adam.*

God made people a copy of himself.* 2God
made them male and female. And on the same
day he made them, God blessed them and
named them “people.”*

3After Adam was 130 years old, he had
another son. This son looked just like Adam.*
Adam named his son Seth. 4After Seth was
born, Adam lived 800 years. During that time,
Adam had other sons and daughters. 5So
Adam lived atotal of 930 years; then he died.

6After Seth was 105 years old, he had ason
named Enosh. 7After Enosh was born, Seth
lived 807 years. During that time, Seth had
other sons and daughters. 8So Seth lived a
total of 912 years; then he died.

9After Enosh was 90 years old, he had a son
named Kenan. 10After Kenan was born, Enosh
lived 815 years. During that time, he had other
sons and daughters. 11So Enosh lived a totd
of 905 years; then he died.

12After Kenan was 70 years old, he had a
son named Mahalael. 13After Mahalalel was
born, Kenan lived 840 years. During that time,
Kenan had other sons and daughters. 14So
Kenan lived atota of 910 years; then he died.

15When Mahaael was 65 years old, he had
a son named Jared. 16After Jared was born,
Mahalalel lived 830 years. During that time, he
had other sons and daughters. 17So Mahalalel
lived atotal of 895 years; then he died.

18After Jared was 162 years old, he had a
son named Enoch. 19After Enoch was born,
Jared lived 800 years. During that time, he
had other sons and daughters. 20So Jared lived
atota of 962 years, then he died.

21After Enoch was 65 years old, he had a
son named Methuselah. 22After Methuselah
was born, Enoch walked with God for 300
years more. During that time, he had other
sons and daughters. 23So Enoch lived a total of

Adam  This name means “man” or “people.” It is like the word
meaning “earth” or “red clay.”

God made people ... himsdf Literaly, “He made him in the
image of God." See Gen. 1:27; 5:3.

people The Hebrew word means“Adam,” “man” or “people.”

hehad ... like Adam Or, “he fathered a son in his image and
likeness.” In Hebrew thisislike Gen. 1:27; 5:1.

365 years. 240ne day Enoch was walking with
God, and Enoch disappeared. God took him.*

SAfter Methuselah was 187 years old, he
had a son named Lamech. 26After Lamech
was born, Methuselah lived 782 years. During
that time, he had other sons and daughters.
27150 Methuselah lived a total of 969 years;
then he died.

28\When Lamech was 182 years old, he had
a son. 29Lamech named his son Noah.*
Lamech said, “We work very hard as farmers
because God cursed the ground. But Noah
will bring usrest.”

30After Noah was born, Lamech lived 595
years. During that time he had other sons and
daughters. 31So Lamech lived a total of 777
years; then he died.

32After Noah was 500 years old, he had
sons named Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

People Become Evil

The number of people on earth continued

to increase. There were girls born to these
people. 2-4The sons of God saw that these
girls were beautiful. So the sons of God
married any of the girls they chose.

These women gave hirth to children.
During that time and later, the Nephilim*
people lived in the land. They were famous
people. They were heroes from ancient
times.*

Then the Lord said, “People are only
human; | will not let my Spirit be troubled by
them forever. | will let them live 120 years.”*

5The Lord saw that the people on the earth
were very evil. The Lord saw that people
thought only about evil things al the time.

One day ... God took him Or, “Enoch pleased God. Enoch
disappeared. God took him.”

Noah Thisname means“rest.”

Nephilim  This name s like the Hebrew word meaning “People
who have fallen.” Later, the Nephilim were a famous family
of large fighting men. See Num. 13:32-33.

Thesewomen ... times  Or, “The Nephilim lived in the land in
those days and also later, when the sons of God married the
daughters of men, and these women had given birth to
children who were famous heroes from ancient times.”

People ... 120 years Or, “My Spirit will not live with people
forever, because they are flesh. They will live only 120 years.”
Or, “My Spirit will not judge people forever because they will
dl diein 120 years”



6The Lord was sorry that he had made people
on the earth. It made the Lord very sad in his
heart. 7So the Lord said, “1 will destroy al the
people that | made on the earth. | will destroy
every man and every anima and everything
that crawls on the earth. And | will destroy all
the birds in the air. Why? Because | am sorry
that | have made all these things.”

8But there was one man on earth that
pleased the Lord—Noah.*

Noah and the Great Flood

9This is the story about the family of Noah.
Noah was a good man all his life. Noah
aways followed God. 10Noah had three sons:
Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

11-12God looked at the earth, and he saw
that people had ruined it. Violence was
everywhere— people had become evil and
cruel; and had ruined their life on earth.

13S0 God said to Noah, “All people have
filled the earth with anger and violence. So |
will destroy al living things. | will remove
them from the earth. 14Use cypress wood*
and build a boat for yourself. Make roomsin
the boat,* and cover the boat with tar.*

15*This is the size | want you to make the
boat: 300 cubits* long, 50 cubits* wide, and
30 cubits* high. 16Make a window for the
boat about 18 inchest below the roof.* Put a
door in the side of the boat. Make three floors

Noah This name is like the Hebrew word meaning “to be
sorry,” “to comfort,” or “to rest.”

cypress wood Literaly, “gopher-wood.” We do not know
exactly what kind of wood thisis. It might be akind of tree or
squared timbers.

Make rooms in the boat Or, “Make caulking for the boat.”
This could be small plants that were stuffed into the cracks
and covered with tar.

tar  Or, “pitch,” athick ail that must be heated to become liquid.

300 cubits 442" 10 15/16” (135m) if this was the short cubit or
516' 0" (157.5m) if it was the long cubit.

50 cubits 73 93/16" (22.5m) if this was the short cubit or 86" 1
1/2" (26.25m) if it was the long cubit.

30 cubits 44" 37/16" (13.5m) if thiswas the short cubit or 51' 8
116" (15.75m) if it was the long cubit.

18 inches  Or, “one cubit,” that is, 1' 5 11/16" (45cm) if this
was the short cubit or 1' 8 5/8” (52.5cm) if it was the long
cubit.

Make a window ... below theroof Or “Make an opening for
the boat about 18 inchestall.”

GENESIS6:6-7:7

in the boat; a top deck, a middle deck, and a
lower deck.

1™Understand what | am telling you. I will
bring a great flood of water on the earth. | will
destroy all living things that live under
heaven. Everything on the earth will die. 18]
will make a special agreement with you. And
you, your sons, your wife, and your sons
wives will al go into the boat. 1%Also, you
must find two of every living thing on the
earth. Find male and female and bring them
on the boat. Keep them alive with you. 20Find
two of every kind of bird on the earth. And
find two of every kind of animal on the earth.
And find two of every kind of thing that
crawls on the ground. Male and female of
every kind of animal on the earth will be with
you. Keep them alive on the boat. 21Also
bring every kind of food on earth into the
boat. The food will be for you and for the
animas.”

22Noah did all these things. Noah obeyed
al the things that God commanded.

The Flood Begins

Then the Lord said to Noah, “I have seen

that you are a good man, even among the
evil people of thistime. So gather your family
and al of you go into the boat. 2Get seven
pairs (seven males and seven females) of
every kind of clean animal.* And get one pair
(one male and one female) of every other
animal on the earth. Lead al these animals
into the boat with you. 3Get seven pairs
(seven males and seven females) of al the
birds. This will alow all these animals to
continue living on the earth after the other
animals are destroyed. 4Seven days from now
| will send much rain on the earth. It will rain
for 40 days and 40 nights. And | will wipe
everything off the face of the earth. I will
destroy everything | made.” SNoah did
everything the Lord told him to do.

6Noah was 600 years old at the time the
rains came. "Noah and his family went into the
boat to be saved from the flood. Noah's wife
and his sons and their wives were on the boat

clean animal(s) Birds and animals that God said could be used
for sacrifices.



GENESIS7:8-8:13

with him. 8All the clean animals* dl the other
animas on the earth, the birds, and everything
that crawls on the earth Swent into the boat
with Noah. These animals went into the boat in
groups of two, male and female, just like God
commanded. 10Seven days later the flood
started. Therain began to fal on the earth.

11-130n the 17th day of the second month,
when Noah was 600 years old, al the springs
under the ground split open, ,and water began
flowing from the ground,. That same day the
rains began falling hard on the earth. It was
like windowsin the sky were opened. Therain
fell on the earth for 40 days and 40 nights.
That very same day Noah and his wife, his
sons—Shem, Ham, and Japheth—and their
wives went into the boat. 14Those people and
every kind of anima on the earth were in the
boat. Every kind of cattle, every kind of
animal that crawls on the earth, and every
kind of bird were in the boat. 15All these
animals went into the boat with Noah. They
came in groups of two from every kind of
animal that had the breath of life. 16All these
animals went into the boat in groups of two,
just like God had commanded Noah. Then the
Lord closed the door behind him.

17Water flooded the earth for 40 days. The
water began rising and lifted the boat off the
ground. 18The water continued to rise, and the
boat floated on the water high above the earth.
19The water rose so much that even the
highest mountains were covered by the water.
20The water continued to rise above the
mountains. The water was more than 20 feet*
above the highest mountain.

21-22Eyery living thing on earth died—
every man and woman, every hird, and every
kind of animal on earth died. All the many
kinds of animals and al the things that crawl
on the ground died. Every living, breathing
thing on dry land died. 23In this way, God
wiped the earth clean—God destroyed every
living thing on the earth—every man, every
animal, everything that crawls, and every bird.

clean animals Birds and animals that God said could be used
for sacrifices.

20 feet Literally, “15 cubits” which would be 22" 1 11/16"
(6.75m) if this was the short cubit or 25' 10" (7.875m) if it
was the long cubit.

All these things were destroyed from the
earth. The only life that was left was Noah
and those people and animals that were with
him in the boat. 24The water continued to
cover the earth for 150 days.

The Flood Ends

But God did not forget about Noah. God

remembered Noah and all the animals that
were with him in the boat. God made a wind
blow over the earth. And all the water began
to disappear.

2Rain stopped falling from the sky. And
water stopped flowing from under the earth.
3-4The water that covered the earth began to go
down and down. After 150 days, the water was
low enough that the boat touched land again.
The boat stopped on one of the mountains of
Ararat.* This was the 17th day of the seventh
month. SThe water continued to go down, and
by the first day of the tenth month the tops of
the mountains were above the watey.

6Forty days later, Noah opened the window
he had made in the boat. 7Then Noah sent out
araven* The raven flew from place to place
until the ground was dry and the water was
gone. 8Noah also sent out a dove. Noah
wanted the dove to find dry ground. He
wanted to know if water still covered the earth.

9The dove could not find a place to rest
because water still covered the earth, so the
dove came back to the boat. Noah reached out
his hand and caught the dove and brought it
back into the boat.

10After seven days, Noah again sent out the
dove. 11And that afternoon the dove came
back to Noah. The dove had a fresh olive |eaf
in its mouth. This was a sign to show Noah
that there was dry ground on the earth.
12Seven days later, Noah sent the dove out
again. But this time the dove never came back.

13After that, Noah opened the door* of the
boat. Noah looked and saw that the ground
was dry. This was the first day of the first
month of the year. Noah was 601 years old.

Ararat  Or,“Urartu,” an areain Eastern Turkey.
raven A kind of bird.
opened thedoor  Literaly, “removed the covering.”



14By the 27th day of the second month the
ground was completely dry.

15Then God said to Noah, 16“Leave the
boat. You, your wife, your sons, and your
sons' wives should go out now. 17Bring every
living animal out of the boat with you—all the
birds, animals, and everything that crawls on
the earth. Those animals will make many more
animas, and they will fill the earth again.”

18S0 Noah went out with his sons, his wife,
and his sons’ wives. 19All the animals,
everything that crawls, and every bird |eft the
boat. All the animals came out of the boat in
family groups.

20Then Noah built an altar* to the Lord.
Noah took some of all the clean birds and
some of all the clean animals,* and Noah
burned them on the altar asa gift to God.

21The Lord smelled these sacrifices, and it
pleased him. The Lord said to himself, “I will
never again curse the ground as a way to
punish people. People are evil from the time
that they are young. So | will never again
destroy every living thing on the earth like |
have just done. 22As long as the earth
continues, there will always be a time for
planting and a time for harvest. There will
aways be cold and hot, summer and winter,
day and night on earth.”

The New Beginning

God blessed Noah and his sons. God said

to him, “Have many children. Fill the earth
with your people. 2Every animal on earth,
every bird in the air, every animal that crawls
on the ground, and every fish in the sea will
be afraid of you. All of them will be under
your control. 3n the past,, | gave you the
green plants to eat. Now, every animal will
aso be food for you. | give you everything on
earth—it is yours. 4But | give you one
command. Y ou must not eat meat that still has
its life (blood) in it. SI will demand your
blood for your lives. That is, | will demand
the life of any animal that kills a person. And

altar(s) A stone table used for burning sacrifices that were
offered as giftsto God.

clean birds ... animals Birds and animals that God said could
be used for sacrifices.
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| will demand the life of any person who takes
another person’slife.

6 *God made people asacopy of himsalf.
So any person who killsaperson
must be killed by a person.

7Noah, you and your sons should have
many children. Fill the earth with your people.”

8Then God said to Noah and his sons, %I
now make my promise to you and to your
people who will live after you. 01 make my
promise to al the birds, and to dl the cattle,
and to dl the animals that came out of the boat
with you. | make my promise to every living
thing on earth. 11This is my promise to you:
All life on the earth was destroyed by the flood.
But that will never happen again. A flood will
never again destroy al the life on the earth.”

12And God said, “And | will give you
something to prove that | made this promise
to you. This proof will show that | have made
an agreement with you and every living thing
on earth. This agreement will continue for al
times to come. This is the proof: 13| have
made a rainbow in the clouds. That rainbow is
proof of the agreement between me and the
earth. 4When | bring clouds over the earth,
you will see the rainbow in the clouds.
15When | see this rainbow, | will remember
the agreement between me and you and every
living thing on the earth. That agreement says
that a flood will never again destroy all life on
the earth. 16When | look and see the rainbow
in the clouds, | will remember the agreement
that continues forever. | will remember the
agreement between me and every living thing
on the earth.”

1750 the Lord said to Noah, “That rainbow
is proof of the agreement that | made with all
living things on earth.”

Problems Begin Again
18Noah’'s sons came out of the boat with
him. Their names were Shem, Ham, and
Japheth. (Ham was the father of Canaan.)
19Those three men were Noah's sons. And all
the people on earth came from those three sons.
20Noah became a farmer. He planted afield
of grapes. 2!Noah made wine and drank it. He
became drunk and lay in his tent. Noah was



GENESIS 9:22-10:20

not wearing any clothes. 2Ham, the father of
Canaan, looked at his naked father. Ham told
his brothers outside the tent. 23Then Shem and
Japheth got a coat. They carried the coat on
their backs into the tent. They walked
backwards into the tent. In this way, they did
not see their father without clothes.

24 ater, Noah woke up. (He was sleeping
because of the wine.) Then he learned what
his young son, Ham, had done to him. 25So
Noah said,

“May there be a curse on Canaan*!
May he be adaveto hishrothers.”

26Noah also said,

“Blessthe Lord, God of Shem!
May Canaan be Shem’s dave.
21" May God give more land to Japheth.
May God livein Shem'stents.
And may Canaan betheir dave.”

28After the flood Noah lived 350 years.
29Noah lived atotal of 950 years; then he died.

Nations Grow and Spread

loNoah’s sons were Shem, Ham, and
Japheth. After the flood, these three men
became the fathers of many more sons. Here
is alist of the sons that came from Shem,
Ham, and Japheth.

Japheth’s Descendants

2Japheth’s sons were: Gomer, Magog,
Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras.

3Gomer’s sons were: Ashkenaz, Riphath,
and Togarmah.

4Javan's sons were: Elishah, Tarshish,
Kittim, and Dodanim.*

SAll the people who lived in the area around
the Mediterranean Sea came from these sons
of Japheth. Each son had his own land. All the
families grew and became different nations.
Each nation had its own language.

Canaan Ham's son. The people of Canaan lived aong the coast
of Paestine, Lebanon, and Syria. Later, God gave this land to
the peaple of Isragl.

Dodanim  Or, “Rodanim,” or “the people of Rhodes.”

10

Ham’s Descendants

6Ham'’s sons were: Cush,* Mizraim,* Put,
and Canaan.

7Cush’s sons were: Seba, Havilah, Sabtah,
Raamah, and Sabtecah.

Raamah’s sons were: Sheba and Dedan.

8Cush also had a son named Nimrod.
Nimrod became a very powerful man on
earth. Nimrod was a great hunter before the
Lord. That iswhy people compare other men
to Nimrod and say, “That man is like Nimrod,
agreat hunter before the Lord.”

10Nimrod's kingdom spread from Babylon
to Erech, Akkad, and Calneh in the land of
Shinar. INimrod also went into Assyria. In
Assyria, Nimrod built the cities of Nineveh,
Rehoboth Ir, Calah, and 1?Resen. (Resen isthe
city between Nineveh and Calah, the big city.)

13Mizraim (Egypt) was the father of the
people of Lud, Anam, Lehab, Naphtuh,
14pathrus, Casluh, and Caphtor. (The
Philistine people came from Casluh.)

15Canaan was the father of Sidon. Sidon
was Canaan's first son. Canaan was aso the
father of \Het, the father of  the Hittite people.
16And Canaan was the father of the Jebusite
people, the Amorite people, the Girgashite
people, L7the Hivite people, the Arkite people,
the Sinite people, 18the Arvadite people, the
Zemarite people, and the people from
Hamath. The families of Canaan spread to
different parts of the world.

19The land of the people of Canaan was
from Sidon in the north to Gerar in the south,
from Gaza in the west to Sodom and
Gomorrah in the east, from Admah and
Zeboiim to Lasha.

20All those people were descendants* of
Ham. All those families had their own
languages and their own lands. They became
separate nations.

Cush Thisisaso another name for Ethiopia
Mizraim Thisisaso another name for Egypt.
descendant(s) A person’s children and their future families.
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Shem’s Descendants

21Shem was Japheth’s ol der brother. One of
Shem’s descendants was Eber, the father of
al the Hebrew people.*

22Shem’s sons were Elam, Asshur,
Arphaxad, Lud, and Aram.

23Aram’s sons were Uz, Hul, Gether, and
Mash.

24Arphaxad was the father of Shelah.
Shelah was the father of Eber. 25Eber was the
father of two sons. One son was named
Peleg.* He was given this name because the
earth was divided during his life. The other
son was named Joktan.

26Joktan was the father of Almodad,
Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah, 27Hadoram,
Uzal, Diklah, 280bal, Abimael, Sheba,
290phir, Havilah, and Jobab. All those people
were Joktan's sons. 30Those people lived in
the area between Mesha and the hill country
in the East.* Meshawas toward the country of
Sephar.

31Those are the people from the family of
Shem. They are arranged by families,
languages, countries, and nations.

32That is the list of the families from
Noah's sons. They are arranged according to
their nations. From those families came all
the people who spread across the earth after
the flood.

The World Divided

11LAfter the flood, the whole world spoke
one language. All people used the same
words. 2People moved from the East.* They
found a plain in the country of Shinar. The
people stayed thereto live.

3The people said, “We should make bricks
and put them in fire so that they will become
very hard.” So the people used bricks, not
stones, to build their houses. And the people
used tar,* not mortar.*

One ... Hebrew people Literaly, “To Shem was born the
father of Eber's sons.”

Peleg  Thisname means, “division.”

East This usually means the area between the Tigris and
Euphrates rivers asfar as the Persian Gullf.

tar  Or, “pitch,” athick oil that must be heated to become liquid.

mortar  Cement used when building with bricks.
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4Then the people said, “We should build a
city for ourselves. And we should build a
tower that will reach to the sky. We will be
famous. | And this will keep us together., We
will not be scattered al over the earth.”

SThe Lord came down to see the city and
the very tall building. The Lord saw the
people building these things. 6The Lord said,
“These people al speak the same language.
And | see that they are joined together to do
this work. This is only the beginning of what
they can do. Soon they will be able to do
anything they want. 7So let’s go down and
confuse their language. Then they will not
understand each other.”

8S0 the Lord caused the people to spread
al over the earth. So the people did not finish
building the city. 9That is the place where the
Lord confused the language of the whole
world. So that place is called Babel.* So the
Lord caused the people to spread out from
that place to all the other places on earth.

The Story of Shem’s Family

0This is the story of Shem'’s family. Two
years after the flood, when Shem was 100
years old, his son Arphaxad was born. 11After
that Shem lived 500 years. He had other sons
and daughters.

12When Arphaxad was 35 years old, his
son Shelah was born. 13After Shelah was
born, Arphaxad lived 403 years. During that
time he had other sons and daughters.

14After Shelah was 30 years old, his son
Eber was born. 15After Eber was born, Shelah
lived 403 years. During that time he had other
sons and daughters.

16After Eber was 34 years old, his son
Peleg was born. 17After Peleg was born, Eber
lived 430 years more. During that time he had
other sons and daughters.

18After Peleg was 30 years old, his son Reu
was born. 19After Reu was born, Peleg lived
209 years more. During that time he had other
sons and daughters.

Babel  Or, “Babylon.” Thisislike aword meaning “confuse.”
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20After Reu was 32 years old, his son Serug
was born. 21After Serug was born, Reu lived
207 years more. During that time he had other
sons and daughters.

22After Serug was 30 years old, his son
Nahor was born. 23After Nahor was born,
Serug lived 200 years more. During that time
he had other sons and daughters.

24After Nahor was 29 years old, his son
Terah was born. 25After Terah was born,
Nahor lived 119 years more. During that time
he had other sons and daughters.

26A\fter Terah was 70 years old, his sons
Abram, Nahor, and Haran were born.

The Story of Terah's Family

2iThis s the story of Terah's family. Terah
was the father of Abram, Nahor, and Haran.
Haran was the father of Lot. 28Haran died in
his home town, Ur of Babylonia* while his
father Terah was still alive. 29Abram and
Nahor both married. Abram’s wife was named
Sarai. Nahor's wife was named Milcah.
Milcah was the daughter of Haran. Haran was
the father of Milcah and Iscah. 30Sarai did not
have any children because she was not able to
have children.

31Terah took his family and left Ur of
Babylonia* They planned to travel to Canaan.
Terah took his son Abram, his grandson Lot
(Haran's son), and his daughter-in-law Sarai
(Abram’s wife). They traveled to the city of
Haran and decided to stay there. 32Terah lived
to be 205 years old. He died in Haran.

1

God Calls Abram

The Lord said to Abram,
“ Leave your country and your people.
Leave your father's family
and go to the country | will show you.
2 | will build agreat nation from you.
| will blessyou
and make your name famous.
People will use your name
to bless other people.

Ur of Babylonia Literaly, “Ur of the Chaldeans.” A city in
southern Babylonia
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3 | will bless people who blessyou,
and | will curse people who curse* you.
| will use you to bless
al the people on earth.”

Abram Goes to Canaan

4S0 Abram left Haran just like the Lord said.
And Lot went with him. Abram was 75 years
old when he left Haran. SAbram took his wife
Sarai, hisnephew Lot, al the daves and dl the
other things he got in Haran. Then Abram and
his group moved to the land of Canaan.
6Abram traveled through the land of Canaan as
far as the town of Shechem and then went to
the hig tree at Moreh. The Canaanite people
lived in that place a thistime.

The Lord appeared* to Abram. The Lord
sad, “I will givethisland to your descendants.”

The Lord appeared to Abram at that place.
So Abram built an dtar* for worshiping the
Lord there. 8Then Abram left that place and
traveled to the mountains east of Bethel.
Abram set up histent there. The city of Bethel
was to the west. The city of Ai was to the
east. At that place Abram built another dtar to
the Lord. And Abram worshiped the Lord
there. SAfter this, Abram began traveling
again. He traveled toward the Negev.*

Abram in Egypt

10During this time, the land was very dry.
There was no rain, and no food was able to
grow. So Abram went down to Egypt to live.
11Abram saw how beautiful his wife Sarai
was. So just before they arrived in Egypt,
Abram told Sarai, “I know that you are a very
beautiful woman. 12The Egyptian men will
see you. They will say, ‘This woman is his
wife.” Then they will kill me because they
want you. 13S0 tell people that you are my
sister. Then they will not kill me. They will
think I am your brother, and they will be kind
to me. In thisway, you will save my life.”

curse  Toask for bad thingsto happen to athing or person.

The Lord appeared God often used specia shapes so people
could see him. Sometimes he was like a man, an angel, afire,
or abright light.

altar(s) A stone table used for burning sacrifices that were
offered as giftsto God.

Negev Thedesert areain the southern part of Judah.
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1450 Abram went into Egypt. The men of
Egypt saw that Saral was a very beautiful
woman. 15Some of the Egyptian leaders saw
her aso. They told Pharaoh that she was a
very beautiful woman. Those leaders took
Sara to Pharaoh’s home. 16Pharaoh was kind
to Abram because he thought Abram was
Sarai’s brother. Pharaoh gave Abram sheep,
cattle, and donkeys. Abram also got men
servants, women servants, and camels.

17Pharaoh took Abram’s wife. So the Lord
caused Pharaoh and all the people in his
house to have very bad diseases. 1850 Pharaoh
called Abram. Pharaoh said, “You have done
a very bad thing to me! You didn’t tell me
Saral was your wife! Why? 19You said, ‘ She
ismy sister.” Why did you say that? | took her
so she could be my wife. But now | give your
wife back to you. Take her and go!” 20Then
Pharaoh commanded his men to lead Abram
out of Egypt. So Abram and his wife |eft that
place. And they carried everything they had
with them.

Abram Returns to Canaan

1380 Abram left Egypt. Abram traveled
through the Negev* with his wife and
everything he owned. Lot was also with them.
ZAt this time, Abram was very rich. He had
many animals and much silver and gold.
3Abram continued traveling around. He left
the Negev* and went back to Bethel. He went
to the place between the city of Bethel and the
city of Ai. This was the same place Abram
and his family had camped before. 4This was
the place Abram had built an altar.* So
Abram worshiped the Lord at this place.

Abram and Lot Separate

SDuring this time, Lot was also traveling
with Abram. Lot had many animals and tents.
6Abram and Lot had so many animals that the
land could not support both of them together.
"And the Canaanite people and the Perizzite
people were also living in this land at the

Negev  Thedesert areain the southern part of Judah.
altar(s) A stone table used for burning sacrifices that were
offered as giftsto God.
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same time. The shepherds of Abram and Lot
began to argue.

8S0 Abram said to Lot, “There should be
no arguing between you and me. Y our people
and my people should not argue. We are dl
brothers. SWe should separate. You can
choose any place you want. If you go to the
left, | will go to the right. If you go to the
right, | will go to the left.”

10L ot looked and saw the Jordan Valley.
Lot saw that there was much water there. (This
was before the Lord destroyed Sodom and
Gomorrah. At that time the Jordan Valey all
the way to Zoar was like the Lord's Garden.
This was good land, like the land of Egypt.)
11So Lot chose to live in the Jordan Valley.
The two men separated, and Lot began
traveling east. 12Abram stayed in the land of
Canaan, and Lot lived among the cities in the
valley. Lot moved far south to Sodom and
made his camp there. 13The Lord knew that
the people of Sodom were very evil sinners.

14After Lot |eft, the Lord said to Abram,
“Look around you. Look north and south and
east and west. 25All this land that you see | will
give to you and your people who live after you.
This will be your land forever. 161 will make
your people as many as the dust of the earth. I
people could count al the dust on earth, then
they could count your people. 17So go. Walk
through your land. | now giveit to you.”

18S0 Abram moved his tents. He went to
live near Mamre' s big trees. This was near the
city of Hebron. At that place Abram built an

atar* for worshiping the Lord.
1 Amraphel was the king of Shinar.
Arioch was the king of Ellasar.
Kedorlaomer was the king of Elam. And Tidal
was the king of Goiim. 2All these kings fought
awar against Bera the king of Sodom, Birsha
the king of Gomorrah, Shinab the king of
Admah, Shemeber the king of Zeboiim, and
the king of Bela. (Belaisaso called Zoar.)
3All these kings joined their armies in the
Valley of Siddim. (The Valley of Siddim is
now the Salt Sea.) 4These kings had served
Kedorlaomer for twelve years. But in the 13th
year they al rebelled againgt him. 5So in the

Lot Is Captured
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14th year, King Kedorlaomer and the kings
with him came to fight against them.
Kedorlaomer and the kings with him defeated
the Rephaim people in Ashteroth Karnaim.
They also defeated the Zuzim people in Ham.
They defeated the Emim people in Shaveh
Kiriathaim. 6And they defeated the Horite
people who lived in the area from the hill
country of Seir* to El Paran.* (El Paran is
near the desert.) "Then King Kedorlaomer
turned back and went to En Mishpat (that is
Kadesh) and defeated the Amalekite people.
He also defeated the Amorite people living in
Hazezon Tamar.

8At that time, the king of Sodom, the king
of Gomorrah, the king of Admah, the king of
Zehoiim, and the king of Bela (Zoar) joined
together and went to fight against their
enemies.  They went to fight, in the Valley of
Siddim.* 9They fought against Kedorlaomer
the king of Elam, Tidal the king of Goiim,
Amraphel the king of Shinar, and Arioch the
king of Ellasar. So there were four kings
fighting againgt five.

10There were very many holesfilled with tar*
in the Valey of Siddim. The kings of Sodom
and Gomorrah |and their armies; ran away.
Many of the soldiers fell into those holes. But
the others ran away to the mountains.

11S0 their enemies took al the things that
the people of Sodom and Gomorrah owned.
They took all their food and clothing and left.
12| ot, the son of Abram'’s brother, was living
in Sodom, and the enemy captured him. The
enemy also took everything he owned and
|left. 130ne of the men that was not captured
went to Abram the Hebrew and told him what
happened. Abram was camped near the trees
of Mamre the Amorite. Mamre, Eshcol, and
Aner had made an agreement to help each
other.* And they had also signed an
agreement to help Abram.

Seir - Or, “Edom.”

El Paran Probably the town Elath, a the southern tip of Israel
near the Red Sea.

Valley of Siddim The valley or plain along the eastern or
southeastern side of the Dead Sea

tar  Or, “pitch,” athick oil that must be heated to become liquid.

Mamre ... other Literaly, “Mamre ... was a brother of
Eshcol and abrother of Aner.”

14

Abram Rescues Lot

14Abram learned that Lot was captured. So
Abram caled al of his family together. There
were 318 trained soldiers. Abram led the men
and chased the enemy dl the way to the town
of Dan. 15That night, he and his men made a
surprise attack against the enemy. They
defeated the enemy and chased them to Hobah,
north of Damascus. 16Then Abram brought
back al the things that the enemy had stolen.
Abram brought back the women and servants,
and also Lot and everything Lot owned.

17Then Abram went home after he defeated
Kedorlaomer and the kings with Kedorlaomer.
When he came home, the king of Sodom went
out to meet him in the Valley of Shaveh. (This
isnow caled King's Valley.)

Melchizedek

18Mel chizedek, the king of Salem, also
went to meet Abram. Melchizedek was a
priest of God Most High. Melchizedek
brought bread and wine. 19Melchizedek
blessed Abram and said,

“ Abram, may God Most High bless you.
God made heaven and earth.
20 And we praise God Most High.
God helped you to defeat
your enemies.”

Abram gave Melchizedek one tenth of
everything he had taken during the battle.
21Then the king of Sodom told Abram, “Give
me my people that the enemy took away. But
you can keep all these other things.”

22But Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I
promise to the Lord, the God Most High, the
One who made heaven and earth—23| promise
that | will not keep anything that is yours—not
even athread or a shoestring! | don’t want you
to say, ‘| made Abram rich.” 24The only thing
| will accept is the food that my young men
have eaten. But you should give the other men
their share. Take the things we won in battle
and give some to Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre.
These men helped mein the battle.”
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God’s Agreement With Abram

1 After all these things happened, the

word of the Lord came to Abram in a
vison.* God said, “Abram, don't be afraid. |
will defend you. And I will give you a great
reward.”

2But Abram said, “Lord God, there is
nothing you can give me that will make me
happy. Why? Because | have no son. So my
dlave Eliezer from Damascus will get al the
things | own after | die.” 3Abram said, “You
have given me no son. So a dave born in my
house will get everything | have.”

4Then the Lord spoke to Abram. God said,
“That slave will not be the one to get the
things you have. You will have a son. And
your son will get the things you have.”

SThen God led Abram outside. God said,
“Look at the sky. See the many stars. There
are so many you can't count them. In the
future, your family will be like that.”

6Abram believed God. And God decided
Abram’s faith was the same as living right
and doing a good work. 7God said to Abram,
“| am the Lord who led you from Ur of
Babylonia* | did thisso | could give you this
land—you will own thisland.”

8But Abram said, “Lord, my Master, how
can | be surethat | will get thisland?’

9God said to Abram, “We will make an
agreement., Bring me a three-year-old cow, a
three-year-old goat, and a three-year-old ram.
Also, bring me a dove and a young pigeon.”

10Abram brought all these things to God.
Abram killed these animals and cut each of
them into two pieces. Then Abram laid each
half across from the other half. Abram did not
cut the birds into two pieces. 1L ater, large
birds flew down to eat the animals. But
Abram chased them away.

12 ater in the day, the sun was going down.
Abram became very sleepy and fell aslegp.
While he was adeep a very terrible darkness
came. 13Then the Lord said to Abram, “You
should know these things: Your descendants

vison Like a dream. God gave messages to his specia people
by letting them see and hear thingsin visions.

Ur of Babylonia Literally, “Ur of the Chaldeans.” A city in
southern Babylonia
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will live in a country that is not their own.
They will be strangers there. And the people
there will make them daves and do bad things
to them for 400 years. 14But then | will punish
the nation that made them slaves. Y our people
will leave that land, and they will take many
good things with them.

15*Y ou yourself will live to be very old.
You will diein peace. And you will be buried
with your family. 16After four generations
your people will come to this land again. At
that time, your people will defeat the Amorite
people. | will use your people to punish the
Amorites living here. This will be in the
future, because the Amorite people are not yet
evil enough to punish.”

17After the sun went down, it became very
dark. The dead animals still lay on the
ground—each animal cut in two pieces. At
that time, a column of smoke and fire* passed
between the halves of the dead animals.*

1850 on that day, the Lord made a promise
and an agreement with Abram. The Lord said,
“I will give thisland to your descendants. | will
give them the land between the River of Egypt*
and the great river Euphrates. 19Thisis the land
of the Kenite people, the Kenizzite people, the
Kadmonite people, 20the Hittite people, the
Perizzite people, the Rephaim people, 2lthe
Amorite people, the Canaanite people, the
Girgashite people, and the Jebusite people.”

Hagar the Servant Girl

16Sarai was Abram’s wife. She and
Abram had no children. Sarai had a
servant from Egypt. Her name was Hagar.
2Sarai said to Abram, “The Lord has not
alowed me to have children. So go with my
servant Hagar. | will accept the child that is
born from her likeitismy own.”

column of smokeand fire A sign that God used to show that he
waswith his people.

passed between the halves of the dead animals This showed
that God “signed” or “sealed” the agreement he made with
Abraham. In those days, a person making an agreement
showed he was sincere by walking between the cut animals
and saying something like, “May this same thing happen to
meif | don't keep the agreement.”

River of Egypt That is, the stream called, “Wadi El-Arish.”
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Abram obeyed his wife Sarai. 3This was
after Abram lived ten years in the land of
Canaan. And Saral gave Hagar to her husband
Abram. (Hagar was her servant from Egypt.)

4Hagar became pregnant from Abram.
When Hagar saw this, she became very proud
and began to feel that she was better than
Saral her master. SBut Saral said to Abram,
“My servant now hates me. And | blame you
for this. | gave her to you. She became
pregnant. And then she began to feel that she
IS better than | am. | want the Lord to judge
which of usisright.”

6But Abram said to Sarai, “Hagar is your
dave. You can do anything you want to her.”
So Saral was mean to her servant Hagar, and
Hagar ran away.

Hagar’s Son Ishmael

The Angel of the Lord found Hagar near a
pool of water in the desert. The pool was by
the road to Shur. 8The Angel said, “Hagar,
you are Sarai’s servant. Why are you here?
Where are you going?’

Hagar said, “1 am running away from Saral.”

9The Angel of the Lord said to Hagar,
“Saral is your master. Go home to her and
obey her.” 10The Angel of the Lord aso said
to Hagar, “From you will come many people.
There will be so many people that they cannot
be counted.”

11The Angel of the Lord also said,

“Hagar, you are now pregnant,
and you will have a son.
Y ou will name him [shmae! *
because the Lord has heard
that you were treated badly,
.and hewill help you,.
12 *[shmael will be wild and free,
like awild donkey.
He will move from place to place
and camp near his brothers.
Hewill be against everyone
and everyone will be againgt him.

Ishmad  Thisname means“ God hears.”
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13The Lord talked to Hagar. Hagar began to
use a new name for God. She said to him,
“You are ‘God Who Sees Me."” She said this
because she thought, “I see that even in this
place God sees me and cares for me!” 14So
that well was called Beer Lahai Roi.* That
well is between Kadesh and Bered.

15Hagar gave birth to Abram’s son. And
Abram named the son Ishmael. 16Abram was 86
years old when |shmagl was born from Hagar.
1 When Abram was 99 years old, the Lord

appeared to him. The Lord said, “I am

God All-Powerful.* Do these things for me:
Obey me and live the right way. 2f you do this,
| will prepare an agreement between us. | will
promise to make your people agreat nation.”

3Then Abram bowed down before God.
God said to him, 4This is my part of our
agreement: | will make you the father of
many nations. 3 will change your name. Y our
name will not be Abram*—your name will be
Abraham.* | give you this name because | am
making you the father of many nations. &l will
give you many, many descendants.* New
nations and kings will come from you. 7And |
will prepare an agreement between you and
me. This agreement will also be for al your
descendants. This agreement will continue
forever. | will be your God and the God of all
your descendants. 8And | will give thisland to
you and to all your descendants. | will give
you the land you are traveling through—the
land of Canaan. | will give you this land
forever. And | will be your God.”

9And God said to Abraham, “Now, this is
your part of the agreement. You and al your
descendants* will obey my agreement. 10This
is the agreement that you will obey. This is
the agreement between you and me. This is
for al your descendants: Every boy that is

Circumcision—Proof of the Agreement

Beer Lahai Roi  This means “The well of the Living One who
seesme.”

God All-Powerful  Literally, “El Shaddai.”

Abram  Thismeans“honored father.”

Abraham  This means “great father” or “father of many.”

descendant(s) A person’s children and their future families.
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born must be circumcised.* 1Y ou will cut the
skin to show that you follow the agreement
between me and you. 12When the baby boy is
eight days old, you will circumcise him.
Every boy born among your people and every
boy that is a slave of your people must be
circumcised. 13So every baby boy in your
nation will be circumcised. Every boy that is
born from your family or bought as a slave
will be circumcised. 14, Abraham, this is the
agreement between you and me;; Any male
that is not circumcised will be cut off from his
people.* Why? Because that person has
broken my agreement.”

Isaac—The Promised Son

15God said to Abraham, “1 will give Sarai,*
your wife, anew name. Her new name will be
Sarah.* 16| will bless her. | will give her a
son, and you will be the father. She will be
the mother of many new nations. Kings of
nationswill come from her.”

17Abraham bowed his face to the ground
to show he respected God;. But he laughed
and said to himself, “I am 100 years old. |
can't have a son. And Sarah is 90 years old.
She can't have achild.”

18Then Abraham said to God, “I hope
Ishmae! will live and serve you.”

19God said, “No! | said that your wife
Sarah will have a son. You will name him
Isaac.* | will make my agreement with him.
That agreement will be an agreement that
continues forever with al his descendants.*

20°Y ou mentioned Ishmael, and | heard
you. | will bless him. He will have many
children. He will be the father of twelve great
|eaders. His family will become a great nation.
21But | will make my agreement with |saac.
|saac will be the son that Sarah will have. This
son will beborn & this same time next year.”

circumcise(d) Cutting the foreskin from a man. In Isragl this
was proof that a man had made a specia agreement to obey
God's laws and teachings.

cut off from hispeople This means a person must be separated
from hisfamily and lose his share of the inheritance.

Sarai A name, probably Aramaic, meaning “princess.”

Sarah A Hebrew name meaning “princess.”

Isaac  Thisname means“he laughs.”

descendants A person’s children and their future families.
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22/ fter God finished talking with Abraham,
God went up |into heaven,. 23,God had told
Abraham to circumcise* al the men and boys
in his family., So Abraham gathered |shmagl
and all the dlaves horn in his house together.
Abraham also gathered together the slaves
that were bought with money. Every man and
boy in Abraham’s house was gathered
together, and they were all circumcised.
Abraham circumcised them that day, just like
God told him.

24Abraham was 99 years old when he was
circumcised.* 2And Ishmael, his son, was 13
years old when he was circumcised.
26Abraham and his son were circumcised on
that same day. 27Also, on that day &l the men
in Abraham'’s house were circumcised. All the
slaves born in his house and &l the daves that
he had bought were circumcised.

The Three Visitors

18Later, the Lord again appeared to
Abraham. Abraham was living near the
oak trees of Mamre. One day, at the hottest
part of the day, Abraham was sitting at the
door of histent. 2Abraham looked up and saw
three men standing in front of him. When
Abraham saw the men, he ran to them and
bowed before them. 3Abraham said, “Sirs*
please stay awhile with me, your servant. 4
will bring some water to wash your feet. You
can rest under the trees. 51 will get some food
for you, and you can eat as much as you want.
Then you can continue your journey.”

The three men said, “That is fine. We will
do asyou say.”

6Abraham hurried to the tent. Abraham said
to Sarah, “Quickly, prepare enough wheat for
three loaves of bread.” "Then Abraham ran to
his cattle. Abraham took his best young calf.
Abraham gave the caf to the servant. Abraham
told the servant to hurry, kill the calf, and
prepare it for food. 8Abraham brought the meat
and some milk and cheese and set them down
in front of the three men. Then Abraham stood
near the men ready to serve them, while they
sat under the tree and ate.

Sirs  This Hebrew word can mean “sirs” or “Lord.” This might
show that these were not ordinary men.
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9Then the men said to Abraham, “Where is
your wife Sarah?’

Abraham said, “Sheisthere, in the tent.”

10Then the Lord said, “I will come again in
the spring. At that time, your wife Sarah will
have ason.”

Sarah was listening in the tent and heard
these things. 12Abraham and Sarah were very
old. Sarah was past the right age for women to
have children. 12So Sarah \did not believe
what she heard. She, laughed to herself and
said, “I am old and my husband is old. | am
too old to have a baby.”

13Then the Lord said to Abraham, “Sarah
laughed and said she was too old to have a
baby. 14|s anything too hard for the Lord? No!
| will come again in the spring when | said |
would. And your wife Sarah will have ason.”

15But Sarah said, “I didn't laugh!” (She
said this because she was afraid.)

But the Lord said, “No. | know that is not
true. You did laugh!”

16Then the men got up to leave. They
looked toward Sodom ;and began walking in
that direction;. Abraham walked with them to
send them on their way.

Abraham’s Bargain With God

17The Lord said to himself, “Should | tell
Abraham the thing that | will now do?
18Abraham will become a great and powerful
nation. And all the people on earth will be
blessed because of him. 191 have made a
special agreement with Abraham. | did this so
he would command his children and his
descendants* to live the way the Lord wants
them to. | did this so they would live right and
be fair. Then I, the Lord, can give him the
things | promised.”

20Then the Lord said, “I have heard many
times that the people of Sodom and Gomorrah
are very evil. 21So | will go and see if things
are as bad as | have heard. Then | will know
for sure.”

2250 the men turned and started walking
toward Sodom. But Abraham stood there
before the Lord. 23Then Abraham approached

descendants A person’s children and their future families.
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the Lord and asked, “Lord, do you plan to
destroy the good people while you are
destroying the evil people? 24What if there are
50 good people in that city? Will you still
destroy the city? Surely you will save the city
for the 50 good people living there. 25Surely
you would not destroy the city. You would not
destroy 50 good peaple to kill the evil people.
If that happened, then good people and evil
people would be the same—they would both
be punished. You are the judge of dl the earth.
| know you will do theright thing.”

26Then the Lord said, “If | find 50 good
people in the city of Sodom, | will save the
whole city.”

27Then Abraham said, “Compared to you,
Lord, | am only dust and ashes. But et me
bother you again and ask you this question:
28\What if five good people are missing? What
if there are only 45 good people in the city?
Will you destroy a whole city for just five
people?

The Lord said, “If | find 45 good people
there, | will not destroy the city.”

29Abraham spoke again. He said, “And if
you find only 40 good people there, will you
destroy the city?”

The Lord said, “If | find 40 good people, |
will not destroy the city.”

30Then Abraham said, “Lord, please don't
be angry with me. Let me ask you this: If only
30 good people are in the city, will you
destroy the city?”

The Lord said, “If | find 30 good people
there, | will not destroy the city.”

3IThen Abraham said, “May | bother my
Lord again and ask, what if there are 20 good
people?”

The Lord answered, “If | find 20 good
people, I will not destroy the city.”

32Then Abraham said, “Lord, please don't
be angry with me, but let me bother you this
one last time. If you find ten good people
there, what will you do?”

The Lord said, “If | find ten good peoplein
the city, | will not destroy it.”

33The Lord was finished speaking to
Abraham, so the Lord left. And Abraham
went back to hishome.
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Lot’s Visitors

19That evening the two angels came to
the city of Sodom. Lot was Sitting near
the city gates and saw the angels. Lot thought
they were men traveling through town., Lot
got up and went to them and bowed down on
the ground. 2Lot said, “Sirs, please come to
my house, and | will serve you. There you can
wash your feet and stay the night. Then
tomorrow you can continue your journey.”

The angels answered, “No, we will stay the
night in the square.*”

3But Lot continued to ask them to come to
his house. So the angels agreed to go to Lot's
house. They went to Lot’s house. Lot gave
them something to drink. Lot cooked some
bread for the angels, and they ateit.

4That evening, just before bedtime, men
from every part of town came to Lot’s house.
The men from Sodom stood around the house
and called to Lot. They said, >*Where are the
two men (angels) that came to you tonight?
Bring them out to us. We want to have sex
with them.”

6Lot went outside, and closed the door
behind him. Lot said to the men, “No!
Friends, | beg you, please don't do this evil
thing! 8Look, | have two daughters who have
never sept with a man before. | will give my
daughters to you. You can do anything you
want with them. But please don’t do anything
to these men. These men have come to my
house, and | must protect them.*

9The men surrounding the house answered,
“Then, you come here!” The men said to
themselves, “ This man Lot cameto our city as
a visitor. Now he wants to tell us how we
should live!” Then the men said to Lot, “We
will do worse things to you than to them.” So
the men started moving closer and closer to
Lot. They were about to break down the door.

10But the two men staying with Lot opened
the door, pulled Lot back inside the house,

square An open area in a city near the city gates. Travelers
often camped there when they came to town.

| must protect them If a person invited a traveler to stay with
him, then he was also promising to protect the traveler. So Lot
was trying to protect these men, even if it meant that he might
lose his own daughters.
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and closed the door. 11Then they did
something to the men outside the door—they
caused all those evil men, young and old, to
become blind. So the men trying to get in the
house could not find the door.

The Escape From Sodom

12The two men said to Lot, “Are there any
other people from your family living in this
city? Do you have any sons-in-law, sons,
daughters, or any other people from your
family here? If so, then you should tell them
to leave now. 13We are going to destroy this
city. The Lord heard how evil this city is, o
he sent us to destroy it.”

1450 Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-
law, the men who had married his other,
daughters. Lot said, “Hurry and leave this
city! The Lord will soon destroy it!" But
those men thought L ot wasjoking.

15The next morning at dawn, the angels
were trying to make Lot hurry. They said,
“This city will be punished. So take your wife
and your two daughters who are still with you
and leave this place. Then you will not be
destroyed with the city.”

16But Lot was confused ;and did not hurry
to leave,. So the two men (angels) held the
hands of Lot and his wife and his two
daughters. The two men led Lot and his family
out of the city safely. The Lord was kind to
Lot and his family. 17So the two men brought
Lot and his family out of the city. After they
were out, one of the men said, “Now run to
save your lifel Don't look back at the city.
And don’t stop any place in the valley. Run
until you are in the mountains. If you stop,
then you will be destroyed with the city!”

18But Lot said to the two men, “Sirs, please
don’t force me to run so far! 19Y ou have been
very kind to me, your servant. You have been
very kind to save me. But | can't run al the
way to the mountains. What if | am too slow
and something happens? | will be killed!
20L ook, there is a very small town near here.
Let me run to that town. | can run to that town
and be safe.”

21The angel said to Lot, “Fine. I'll let you
do that. | won't destroy that town. 22But run
there fast. | can't destroy Sodom until you are
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safely in that town.” (That town is named
Zoar,* becauseitisasmal town.)

Sodom and Gomorrah Destroyed

23 ot was entering Zoar just as the sun was
coming up. 24At the same time, the Lord
began to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah. The
Lord caused fire and burning sulfur to fall out
of the sky from the Lord. 25So the Lord
destroyed those cities. The Lord destroyed the
whole valley—all the plants and al the people
living in the cities.

26\While they were running away, Lot’s
wife looked back at the city and became a
block of salt.

27Early that same morning, Abraham got up
and went to the place where he stood before
the Lord. 26Abraham looked down toward the
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. Abraham
looked at dl the land in the valley. Abraham
saw much smoke rising from the land. It
looked like smoke from avery big fire.

29God destroyed the citiesin the valley. But
when God did this, he remembered Abraham
.and did not destroy Abraham’s nephew,. Lot
had been living among the cities in the valley.
But God sent Lot away from there before he
destroyed those cities.

Lot and His Daughters

30L ot was afraid to stay in Zoar. So he and
his two daughters went to live in the
mountains. They lived in a cave there. 310ne
day the older daughter said to the younger,
“Everywhere on the earth, men and women
marry \and have a family,. But our father is
old and there are no men around here to give
us children. 32So let’s get our father drunk
with wine. Then we can have sexua relations
with him. That way we can use our father to
keep our family dive!”

33That night the two girls went to their
father and got him drunk with wine. Then the
older daughter went into her father's bed and
had sexual relations with him. Lot \was so
drunk; that he did not even know when she
came to bed or when she got up.

Zoar Thisname means “small.”
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34The next day, the older daughter said to
the younger daughter, “Last night | went to
bed with my father. Let's get him drunk with
wine again tonight. Then you can go into his
bed and have sex with him. In this way we can
use our father to have children and our family
will not come to an end.” 35S0 that night the
two girls got their father drunk with wine.
Then the younger daughter went into his bed
and had sexud relations with him. Again, Lot
\Was S0 drunk; that he did not know when she
came to bed or when she got up.

36Both of Lot's daughters became pregnant.
Their father was the father of their babies.
37The older daughter gave hirth to a son. She
named him Moab.* Moab is the father of all
the Moabite people living today. 38The
younger daughter also gave birth to a son. She
named him Ben-Ammi.* Ben-Ammi is the
father of all the Ammonite people living today.
2 Abraham left that place and traveled to

the Negev.* Abraham settled in the city

of Gerar, between Kadesh and Shur. While in
Gerar, 2Abraham told people that Sarah was
his sister. Abimelech, king of Gerar, heard this.
Abimelech wanted Sarah, so he sent some
servants to take her. 3But one night, God spoke
to Abimelech in a dream. God said, “You will
die. That woman you took ismarried.”

4But Abimelech had not yet slept with
Sarah. So Abimelech said, “Lord, | am not
guilty. Would you kill an innocent person?
SAbraham himself told me, ‘This woman is
my sister.” And the woman also said, ‘This
man is my brother.” | am innocent. | did not
know what | was doing.”

6Then God said to Abimelech in a dream,
“Yes, | know that you are innocent. And |
know that you did not know what you were
doing. | saved you. | did not alow you to sin
against me. | was the One who did not allow
you to sleep with her. 7So give Abraham his
wife again. Abraham is a prophet.* He will

Abraham Goes to Gerar

Moab InHebrew, this name sounds like “ From father.”

Ben-Ammi In Hebrew, this name sounds like “Son of my
father” or “Son of my people”

Negev The desert areain the southern part of Judah.

prophet A person God called to speak for him.
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pray for you, and you will live. But if you do
not give Sarah back to Abraham, then |
promise that you will die. And al your family
will diewith you.”

8So very early the next morning,
Abimelech called al his servants and told
them about the dream. The servants were
scared. 9Then Abimelech called Abraham and
said to him, “Why have you done this to us?
What wrong did | do against you? Why did
you lie and say that she was your sister? Y ou
brought much trouble to my kingdom. You
should not have done these things to me.
10What were you afraid of? Why did you do
these things to me?’

11Then Abraham said, | was afraid.; |
thought no one in this place respected God. |
thought someone would kill me to get Sarah.
12Sheismy wife, but sheisaso my sister. She
Is the daughter of my father, but not the
daughter of my mother. 13God led me away
from my father’s house. God led me to wander
to many different places. When that happened,
| told Sarah, ‘Do something for me; wherever
we o, tell peaple you are my sister.””

14 Then Abimelech understood what had
happened.; So Abimelech gave Sarah back to
Abraham. Abimelech also gave Abraham
some sheep, cattle, and slaves. 15And
Abimelech said, “Look all around you. Thisis
my land. Y ou may live any place you want.”

16Abimelech said to Sarah, “I gave your
brother Abraham 1,000 pieces of silver. | did
this to show that | am sorry for all these
things. | want everyone to see that | did the
right thing.”

17-18The Lord made all the women in
Abimelech’s family not able to have children.
God did this because Abimelech had taken
Sarah, Abraham’s wife. But Abraham prayed
to God, and God healed Abimelech, his wife,

and his servant girls.
2 The Lord kept the promise he had made

to Sarah. The Lord did for Sarah what
he had promised. 2Sarah became pregnant and
gave hirth to a son for Abraham in his old
age. All these things happened exactly like
God promised. 3Sarah gave birth to a son, and

Finally, a Baby for Sarah
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Abraham named him Isaac.* 4Abraham
circumcised* Isaac when Isaac was eight days
old like God had commanded.

SAbraham was 100 years old when his son
Isaac was born. 6And Sarah said, “God has
made me happy. Every person who hears
about this will be happy with me. 7No one
thought that |, Sarah, would be able to have
Abraham’s child. But | have given Abraham a
son even though heisold.”

Trouble at Home

8lsaac continued to grow. Soon he was old
enough to begin eating solid food. So Abraham
gave abig party. ®Hagar was the Egyptian dave
woman who had had Abraham'’sfirst son. Sarah
saw Hagar's son playing. | Sarah became upset.,
10Sarah said to Abraham, “Get rid of that dave
woman and her son. Send them away! When
we die, our son Isaac will get everything we
have. | don’t want that slave woman’s son
sharing those things with my son Isaac!”

UThis upset Abraham very much. He was
worried about his son |Ishmael,. 12But God
said to Abraham, “Don’t worry about the boy
and the dlave woman. Do what Sarah wants.
|saac will be your only heir.* 13But | will also
bless the son of your dave woman. He is your
son, so | will make a great nation from his
family aso.”

14Early the next morning, Abraham got
some food and some water. Abraham gave
these things to Hagar. Hagar carried these
things and left with her boy. Hagar left that
place and wandered in the desert of Beersheba.

15After some time, dl the water was gone.
There was none left to drink. So Hagar put her
son under a bush. 16Hagar walked a short
distance away. Then she stopped and sat down.
Hagar thought her son would die because there
was no water. She did not want to watch him
die. She sat there and began to cry.

17God heard the boy crying. And God's
angel called to Hagar from heaven. He said,

Isaac  Thisname means“he laughs’ or “heis happy.”

circumcise(d) Cutting the foreskin from a man. In Israel this
was proof that a man had made a specia agreement to obey
God's laws and teachings.

heir A person who receives his parents' property when they die.
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“What is wrong, Hagar? Don't be afraid! The
Lord has heard the boy crying there. 18Go help
the boy. Hold his hand and lead him. | will
make him the father of many, many people.”

19Then God allowed Hagar to see awell of
water. So Hagar went to the well and filled her
bag with water. Then she gave water to the
boy to drink.

20God continued to be with the boy while he
grew up. Ishmael lived in the desert and became
a hunter. He learned to shoot a bow very well.
21His mother found a wife for him in Egypt.
They continued living in the Paran desert.

Abraham’s Bargain With Abimelech

22Then Abimelech and Phicol spoke with
Abraham. Phicol was the commander of
Abimelech’s army. They said to Abraham,
“God is with you in everything you do. 23S0
make a promise to me here before God.
Promise that you will be fair with me and with
my children. Promise that you will be kind to
me and the country here where you have
lived. Promise you will be as kind to me as |
have been to you.”

24And Abraham said, “I promise to treat
you the same way you have treated me.”
25Then Abraham complained to Abimelech.
Abraham complained because Abimelech’s
servants had captured awell of water.

26But Abimelech said, “I don’t know who
has done this thing. You never told me about
this before today!”

27S0 Abraham and Abimelech made an
agreement. Abraham gave Abimelech some
sheep and cattle as proof of the agreement.
28Abraham also put seven* female lambs in
front of Abimelech.

29Abimelech asked Abraham, “Why did you
put these seven female lambs by themselves?”

30Abraham answered, “When you accept
these lambs from me, it will be proof that |
dug thiswell.”

31So after that, the well was called
Beersheba.* He gave the well this name

seven  The Hebrew word for “seven” is like the Hebrew word
for “oath” or “promise” and it is like the last part of the name
Beersheba. The seven animals were proof of this promise.
Beersheba This name means “well of the oath.”
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because it was the place where they made a
promise to each other.

3250 Abraham and Abimelech made an
agreement at Beersheba. Then Abimelech and
his military commander went back to the
country of the Philistines.

33Abraham planted a special tree at
Beersheba. At that place, Abraham prayed to
the Lord, the God who lives forever. 34And
Abraham stayed a long time in the country of

the Philistines.
2 After those things, God decided to test
Abraham'’s faith. God said to him,

“ Abraham!”

And Abraham said, “Yed!”

2Then God said, “Take your son to the land
of Moriah. At Moriah kill your son as a
sacrifice* for me. This must be Isaac, your
only son—the son you love. Use him as a
burnt offering on one of the mountains there. |
will tell you which mountain.”

3In the morning Abraham got up and
saddled his donkey. Abraham took Isaac and
two servants with him. Abraham cut the wood
for the sacrifice.* Then they went to the place
God told them to go. 4After they traveled
three days, Abraham looked up and in the
distance, he saw the place they were going to.
SThen Abraham said to his servants, “Stay
here with the donkey. | will take my son and
go to that place and worship. Then we will
come back to you |ater.”

6Abraham took the wood for the sacrifice*
and put it on his son’s shoulder,. Abraham
took the special knife and fire. Then both
Abraham and his son went together to the
place for worship.

/Isaac said to his father Abraham, “Father!”

Abraham answered, “Yes, son.”

Isaac said, “I see the wood and the fire. But
whereisthe lamb we will burn as a sacrifice* ?'

8Abraham answered, “God himself is
providing the lamb for the sacrifice,* my son.”

Abraham, Kill Your Son!

sacrifice(s) A gift to God. Usualy it was a special animal that
was killed and burned on an altar.
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Isaac Is Saved

So both Abraham and his son went together
to that place. 9They came to the place where
God told them to go. There, Abraham built an
atar.* Abraham laid the wood on the altar.
Then Abraham tied his son Isaac. Abraham
laid Isaac on the altar on the wood. 10Then
Abraham took his knife and prepared to kill
his son.

11But then the Angel of the Lord stopped
Abraham. The angel caled from heaven and
said, “Abraham, Abraham!”

Abraham answered, “Yes.”

12The angel said, “Don’t kill your son or
hurt him in any way. Now | can see that you
do respect and obey God. | see that you are
ready to kill your son, your only son, for me.”

13Then Abraham saw a ram. The ram’s
horns were caught in abush. So Abraham went
and got the ram and killed it. Abraham used
the ram as a sacrifice* to God. Abraham’s son
was saved. 14So Abraham gave that place a
name, “YAHWEH YIReH."* Even today people
say, “On thismountain, the Lord can be seen.”

15The Angel of the Lord called to Abraham
from heaven a second time. 16The angel said,
“Y ou were ready to kill your son for me. This
was your only son. Because you did this for
me, | make you this promise: |, the Lord,
promise that 171 will truly bless you. | will
give you many, many descendants,* as many
as the stars in the sky. There will be as many
people as sand on the seashore. And your
people will live in cities that they take from
their enemies. 18Every nation on the earth will
be blessed through your descendants.* | will
do this because you obeyed me.”

19Then Abraham went back to his servants.
They all traveled back to Beersheba and
Abraham stayed there.

altar(s) A stone table used for burning sacrifices that were
offered as giftsto God.

sacrifice(s) A gift to God. Usually it was a specia animal that
was killed and burned on an altar.

YaHweH YIRen Or, “Jehovah Jireh.” This means “the Lord
sees’ or “the Lord gives.”

descendants A person’s children and their future families.

descendants Or “Descendant.” See Paul’s discussion in
Gal 3:16.
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20After all these things happened, a
message was sent to Abraham. The message
said, “Your brother Nahor and his wife
Milcah have children now. 21The first son is
Uz. The second son is Buz. The third son is
Kemuel, the father of Aram. 22Then there are
Kesed, Hazo, Pildash, Jidlaph, and Bethuel.”
23Bethuel was the father of Rebekah. Milcah
was the mother of these eight sons, and Nahor
was the father. Nahor was Abraham's brother.
24A|so Nahor had four other sons from his
woman servant* Reumah. The sons were
Tebah, Gaham, Tahash, and Maacah.

Sarah Dies

238arah lived to be 127 years old. 2She
died in the city of Kiriath Arba
(Hebron) in the land of Canaan. Abraham was
very sad and cried for her there. 3Then
Abraham left his dead wife and went to talk to
the Hittite people. He said, 4‘l am only a
traveler staying in your country. | have no
place to bury my wife. Please give me some
land so | can bury my wife.”

SThe Hittite people answered Abraham,
6“Sir, you are one of God's great |eaders
among us. You can have the best place we
have to bury your dead. You can have any of
our burying places that you want. None of us
will stop you from burying your wife there.”

"Abraham got up and bowed to the people.
8Abraham said to them, “If you truly want to
help me bury my dead wife, then speak to
Ephron the son of Zohar for me. 91 would like
to buy the cave of Machpelah. Ephron owns
this. It isat the end of hisfield. | will pay him
thefull price—all that it isworth. | want all of
you to be witnesses that | am buying it as a
buria place.”

10Ephron was sitting there among the
people. Ephron answered Abraham, 11“No,
sir. Here, in front of al my people, | give you
that land and the cave on it so you can bury
your wife.”

12Abraham bowed before the Hittite
people. 13Abraham said to Ephron before all

woman servant  Literally, “concubine.” A slave woman who
was like awifeto aman.
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the people, “But | want to pay you the full
price for the field. Accept my money, and |
will bury my dead.”

14Ephron answered Abraham, 15°Sir, listen
to me. 10 pounds* of silver means nothing to
you and me! Take the land, and bury your
dead wife.”

16Abraham understood that Ephron was
telling him the price of theland.* So Abraham
paid him for the land. Abraham weighed 10
pounds* of silver for Ephron and gave it to the
merchant.*

17-18So the field of Ephron changed
owners. This field was in Machpelah, east of
Mamre. Abraham became the owner of the
field, the cave on the field, and al the trees
that were on that field. All the people in the
city saw the agreement between Ephron and
Abraham. 19After this, Abraham buried Sarah
his wife in the cave of that field near Mamre
(Hebron) in the land of Canaan. 20Abraham
bought the field and the cave on it from the
Hittite people. This became his property, and

he used it asa burying place.
2 Abraham lived to be a very old man.
The Lord blessed Abraham and
everything that he did. 2Abraham’s ol dest
servant was in charge of everything Abraham
owned. Abraham called that servant to him
and said, “Put your hand under my leg.*
3Now | want you to make a promise to me.
Promise to me before the Lord, the God of
heaven and earth, that you will not allow my
son to marry a girl from Canaan. We live
among those people but don’t let him marry a
Canaanite girl. 4Go back to my country to my
own people. There find a wife for my son
Isaac and bring her here to him.”

A Wife for Isaac

10pounds Literally, “400 shekels.”

Abraham understood ... the price of the land Literally,
“Abraham heard.”

merchant A person who earns his living buying and selling
things. Here this is probably a person who was helping
Abraham and Ephron write the contract in verses 17 and 18.

Put your hand under my leg  This showed that this was a very
important promise and that Abraham trusted his servant to

keepit.
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5The servant said to him, “Maybe this
woman will not want to come back with meto
this land. If that happens, should | take your
son with me to your homeland?’

6Abraham said to him, “No! Don't take my
son to that place. 7The Lord, the God of
heaven, brought me from my homeland to this
place. That place was the home of my father
and the home of my family. But the Lord
promised that this new land here would belong
to my family. May the Lord send his angel
before you so you can choose a wife for my
son. 8But if the girl refuses to come with you,
then you will be free from this promise. But
you must not take my son back to that place.”

9S0 the servant put his hand under his
master’s leg and made the promise.

The Search Begins

10The servant took ten of Abraham’s
camels and left that place. The servant carried
with him many different kinds of beautiful
gifts. The servant went to Mesopotamia to
Nahor’s city. 11The servant went to the water
well outside the city. It was in the evening
when the women come out to get water. The
servant made the camels kneel down there.

12The servant said, “Lord, you are the God
of my master Abraham. Allow me to find a
wife for his son today. Please show this
kindness to my master Abraham. 13Here | am,
standing by this well of water, and the young
women from the city are coming out to get
water. 141 am waiting for a special sign to
know which is the right young woman for
Isaac. | This is the special sign:; | will say to
the girl, ‘Please put your jar down so | can
drink.” 1 will know if she is the right young
woman if she says, ‘Drink, and | will also
give water to your camels.” If that happens,
then you will have proved that she s the right
young woman for Isaac. And | will know you
have shown kindness to my master.”

A Wife Is Found

15Then, before the servant finished praying,
a young woman named Rebekah came to the
well. Rebekah was the daughter of Bethuel.
Bethuel was the son of Milcah and Nahor,
Abraham'’s brother. Rebekah came to the well
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with her water jar on her shoulder. 16She was
very pretty. She was a virgin; she had never
dept with a man. She went down to the well
and filled her jar. 17Then the servant ran to her
and said, “Please give me a little water to
drink from your jar.”
18Rebekah quickly lowered the jar from her
shoulder and gave him a drink. Rebekah said,
“Drink this, sir.” 19As soon as she finished
giving him something to drink, Rebekah said,
“I will aso pour some water for your camels.”
20S0 Rebekah quickly poured all the water
from her jar into the drinking trough for the
camels. Then she ran to the well to get more
water. And she gave water to al the camels.
21The servant quietly watched her. He
wanted to be sure that the Lord had given him
an answer and had made his trip successful.
22/ fter the camels finished drinking, he gave
Rebekah a gold ring that weighed 1/, ounce.*
He aso gave her two gold arm bracelets that
weighed 5 ounces* each. 23The servant asked,
“Who is your father? And is there a place in
your father's house for my group to sleep?
24Rebekah answered, “My father is
Bethuel, the son of Milcah and Nahor.”
25Then she said, “And yes, we have straw for
your camels and a place for you to sleep.”
26The servant bowed and worshiped the
Lord. 27The servant said, “Blessed is the Lord,
the God of my master Abraham. The Lord has
been kind and loyal to my master. The Lord has
led meto theright girl for my master’sson.”
28Then Rebekah ran and told her family
about all these things. 29-30Rebekah had a
brother. His name was Laban. Rebekah told
about the things the man had said to her.
Laban was listening to her. And when Laban
saw the ring and the bracelets on his sister’s
arms, he ran out to the well. And there the
man was—standing by the camels at the well.
31 aban said, “Sir, you are welcome to come
in'* You don't have to stand outside here. |

U4 ounce Literaly, “one beka.”

5ounces Literaly, “five measures.”

Sir, you are welcome to come in - Literally, “Come in, blessed
of the Lord!"
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have prepared a room for you to Seep in and
aplace for your camels.”

3250 Abraham'’s servant went into the
house. Laban helped him with the camels and
gave him straw for the camels to eat. Then
Laban gave him water so he and the other
men with him could wash their feet. 33Then
Laban gave him food to eat. But the servant
refused to eat. He said, “I will not eat until |
have told you why | came.”

So Laban said, “Then tell us”

Bargaining for Rebekah

34The servant said, “I am Abraham’s
servant. 35The Lord has greatly blessed my
master in everything. My master has become a
great man. The Lord has given Abraham many
flocks of sheep and herds of cattle. Abraham
has much silver and gold and many servants.
Abraham has many camels and donkeys.
36Sarah was my master’s wife. When she was
very old, she gave birth to a son. And my
master has given everything he owns to that
son. 3’My master forced me to make a
promise to him. My master said to me, “You
must not allow my son to marry a girl from
Canaan. We live among those people, but |
don’'t want him to marry one of the Canaanite
girls. 38So you must promise to go to my
father's country. Go to my family and choose
a wife for my son.” 39 said to my master,
‘Maybe the woman will not come back to this
place with me.’ 40But my master said to me, ‘I
serve the Lord, and the Lord will send his
angel with you and help you. You will find a
wife for my son among my people there. 41But
if you go to my father’s country, and they
refuse to give you awife for my son, then you
will be free from this promise.

42*Today | came to this well and said,
‘Lord, God of my master Abraham, please
make my trip successful. 43| will stand by this
well and wait for a young woman to come to
get water. Then | will say, “Please give me
water from your jar to drink.” 44The right
young woman will answer in a specia way.
Shewill say, “Drink thiswater, and | will also
get water for your camels.” That way | will
know that she is the woman the Lord has
chosen for my master’s son.’
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45“Before | finished praying, Rebekah came
out to the well to get water. She had her water
jar on her shoulder as she went to get water
from the well. | asked her to give me some
water. 46She quickly lowered the jar from her
shoulder and poured me some water. Then she
said, ‘Drink this and I'll get some water for
your camels.” So | drank the water, and she
gave water to my camels. 47Then | asked her,
‘Who is your father? She answered, ‘My
father is Bethuel the son of Milcah and Nahor.’
Then | gave her the ring and bracelets for her
arms. 48] bowed my head and thanked the
Lord. | blessed the Lord, the God of my master
Abraham. | thanked him for leading me straight
to the granddaughter of my master's brother.
4Now, tell me, will you be kind and loyal to
my master and give him your daughter? Or will
you refuse to give him your daughter? Tell me
so | will know what | should do.”

0Then Laban and Bethuel answered, “We
see this is from the Lord, so there is nothing
we can say to change it. tHere is Rebekah.
Take her and go. Let her marry your master’s
son. Thisiswhat the Lord wants.”

52When Abraham'’s servant heard this, he
bowed to the ground before the Lord. 53Then he
gave Rebekah the gifts he brought. He gave her
beautiful clothes and gold and silver jewelry.
He aso gave expensive gifts to her mother and
brother. %Then he and his men had something
to eat and drink and then spent the night there.
Early the next morning, they got up and said,
“Now we must go back to my master.”

S5Rebekah’s mother and her brother said,
“Let Rebekah stay with us for a short time. Let
her stay with us ten days. After that she can go.”

S6But the servant said to them, “Do not
make me wait. The Lord has made my trip
successful. Now let me go back to my master.”

S7Rebekah’s brother and mother said, “We
will call Rebekah and ask her what she
wants.” 58They called Rebekah and asked her,
“Do you want to go with this man now?’

Rebekah said, “Yes, | will go.”

5950 they allowed Rebekah to go with
Abraham’s servant and his men. Rebekah's
nurse also went with them. 60While Rebekah
was leaving they said to her,
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“Our sister, may you be the mother of
millions of people.
And may your descendants® defeat their
enemies and take their cities.”

61Then Rebekah and her nurse got on the
camels and followed the servant and his men.
So the servant took Rebekah and Ieft on the
trip back home.

62| saac had left Beer Lahal Roi and was
now living in the Negev.* 630ne evening,
Isaac went out to the field to think.* Isaac
looked up and saw the camels coming from
far avay.

64Rebekah looked and saw Isaac. Then she
jumped down from the camel. 65She said to
the servant, “Who is that young man walking
in thefield to meet us?’

The servant said, “That ismy master’s son.”
So Rebekah covered her face with her veil.

86The servant told Isaac about all the things
that had happened. 67Then Isaac brought the
girl into his mother's tent. Rebekah became
Isaac’s wife that day. Isaac loved her very
much. So Isaac was comforted after his

mother’s death.
2 Abraham married again. His new wife
was named Keturah. 2Keturah gave
birth to Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian,
Ishbak, and Shuah. 3Jokshan was the father of
Sheba and Dedan. The people of Asshur,*
Leum, and Letush were descendants of
Dedan. 4The sons of Midian were Ephah,
Epher, Hanoch, Abida, and Eldaah. All these
sons came from the marriage of Abraham and
Keturah. >-6Before Abraham died, he gave
some gifts to the sons of his women servants*
and sent those sons to the East.* He sent them
away from Isaac. Then Abraham gave
everything he owned to | saac.

Abraham’s Family

descendants A person’s children and their future families.

Negev Thedesert areain the southern part of Judah.

think  Or, “to go for astroll.”

Asshur  Or, “Assyria”

woman servant  Or, “concubine,” a Slave woman who was like
awifetoaman.

East This usually means the area between the Tigris and
Euphrates rivers as far east as the Persian Gullf.
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"Abraham lived to be 175 years old. 8Then
Abraham grew weak and died. He had lived a
long and satisfying life. He died and was
gathered to his people. °His sons Isaac and
Ishmael buried him in the cave of Machpelah.
This caveisin thefield of Ephron, the son of
Zohar. It was east of Mamre. 10This is the
same cave that Abraham bought from the
Hittite people. Abraham was buried there with
his wife Sarah. 1After Abraham died, God
blessed Isaac. And Isaac continued to live at
Beer Laha Roi.

12This is the list of 1shmael’s family.
Ishmael was Abraham and Hagar’s son.
(Hagar was Sarah’s Egyptian maid.) 13These
are the names of Ishmael’s sons: The first son
was Nebaioth, then Kedar was born, then
Adbeel, Mibsam, 14Mishma, Dumah, Massa,
15Hadad, Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah.
16Those were the names of Ishmael’s sons.
Each son had his own camp that became a
small town. The twelve sons were like twelve
princes with their own people. 17Ishmael lived
to be 137 years old. Then he died and was
gathered to his ancestors.* 18|shmael’s
descendants* camped throughout the desert
area. This area went from Havilah to Shur,
near Egypt. And it went from Shur al the way
to Assyria. Ishmael’s descendants often
attacked his brothers' people.*

Isaac’s Family

19This is the story of Isaac. Abraham had a
son named |saac. 20When Isaac was 40 years
old he married Rebekah. Rebekah was from
Paddan Aram. She was Bethuel’s daughter
and the sister of Laban the Aramean. 21lsaac’s
wife could not have children. So Isaac prayed
to the Lord for his wife. The Lord heard
Isaac’s prayer. And the Lord allowed
Rebekah to become pregnant.

22\While Rebekah was pregnant, she had
much trouble with the babies inside her.
Rebekah prayed to the Lord and said, “Why is
this happening to me?" 23The Lord said to

gathered to his ancestors This often means a person was

buried in the same tomb or grave as his ancestors.
descendants A person’s children and their future families.
attacked hisbrothers people See Genesis 16:12.
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her, “Two nations are in your body. The
rulers of two families will be born from you.
And they will be divided. One son will be
stronger than the other. The older son will
serve the younger.” 24And when the right time
came, Rebekah gave hirth to twins. 25The first
baby was red. His skin was like a hairy robe.
S0 he was named Esau.* 26When the second
baby was born, he was holding tightly to
Esau’s heel. So that baby was named Jacob.*
|saac was 60 years old when Jacob and Esau
were born.

27The boys grew up. Esau became a skilled
hunter. He loved to be out in the fields. But
Jacob was a quiet man. He stayed in his tent.
28| saac |loved Esau. He liked to et the animals
Esau killed. But Rebekah loved Jacob.

290ne time Esau came back from hunting.
He was tired and weak from hunger. Jacob
was hoiling a pot of beans. 30So Esau said to
Jacob, “I am weak with hunger. Let me have
some of those red beans.” (That iswhy people
call him Edom.*)

31But Jacob said, “You must sell me your
rights as the firstborn son* today.”

32Esau said, “I am almost dead with
hunger. If | dig, al of my father's wealth will
not help me. So | will give you my share.”

33But Jacob said, “First, promise me that
you will give it to me.” So Esau made a
promise to Jacob. Esau sold his part of their
father's wealth to Jacob. 34Then Jacob gave
Esau bread and food. Esau ate and drank and
then left. So Esau showed that he did not care
about hisrights as the firstborn son.*
2 Once there was a famine.* This was

like the famine that happened during

Abraham’s life. So Isaac went to the town of
Gerar, to Abimelech the king of the Philistine

Isaac Lies to Abimelech

Esau Thisnameislike the word meaning “hairy.”

Jacob This name is like the Hebrew word meaning “heel.” It
aso means “the one who follows” or “tricky.”

Edom  Thisname means“red.”

rights as the firstborn son - Usually, after the father died, the
firstborn son got half of the father's property and became the
new head of the family.

famine A time when there is no rain and no crops can grow.
People and animals often die from lack of food and water.
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people. 2The Lord spoke to Isaac. The Lord
said, “Don’t go down to Egypt. Live in the
land that | commanded you to live in. 3Stay in
that land, and | will be with you. I will bless
you. | will give you and your family al these
lands. | will do what | promised to Abraham
your father. 4l will make your family as many
asthe stars of heaven. And | will give dl these
lands to your family. Through your
descendants,* every nation on earth will be
blessed. 51 will do this because your father
Abraham obeyed my words and did the things
| said. Abraham obeyed my commands, my
laws, and my rules.”

6So Isaac stayed and lived in Gerar.
/Isaac’ s wife Rebekah was very beautiful. The
men of that place asked Isaac about Rebekah.
Isaac said, “ Sheismy sister.” Isaac was afraid
to tell them Rebekah was his wife. |saac was
afraid the men would kill him so that they
could have her.

8After Isaac had lived there a long time,
Abimelech looked out his window and saw
Isaac and his wife playing. SAbimelech called
for Isaac and said, “ This woman is your wife.
Why did you tell usthat she was your sister?’

Isaac said to him, “I was afraid that you
would kill me so you could have her.”

10Abimelech said, “You have done a bad
thing to us. One of our men might have dept
with your wife. Then he would be guilty of a
great sin.”

11S0 Abimelech gave a warning to al the
people. He said, “No person must hurt this
man or this woman. If any person hurts them,
then that person will be killed.”

Isaac Becomes Rich

12| saac planted fields in that place. And that
year he gathered a great harvest. The Lord
blessed him very much. 13Isaac became rich.
He gathered more and more wealth until he
became a very rich man. 14He had many
flocks and herds of animals. He also had many
daves. All the Philistine people were jealous
of him. 15So the Philistine people destroyed
dl the wells that Isaac’s father Abraham and

descendants  Or “Descendant.” See Gal 3:16.
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his servants had dug many years before. The
Philistines filled those wells with dirt. 16And
Abimelech said to Isaac, “Leave our country.
You have become much more powerful than
weare.”

17S0 Isaac |eft that place and camped near
the little river of Gerar. |saac stayed there and
lived. 18Long before this time, Abraham had
dug many wells. After Abraham died, the
Philistines filled the wells with dirt. So Isaac
went back and dug those wells again. 1saac
gave them the same names his father had
given them. 19]saac’s servants also dug a well
near the little river. A spring of water flowed
from that well. 20But the men who herded
sheep in the Valley of Gerar argued with
Isaac’s servants. They said, “This water is
ours.” So Isaac named that well Esek.* He
gave it that name because that was the place
where those people argued with him.

21Then Isaac’s servants dug another well.
The people of that place also argued because
of that well. So Isaac named that well Sitnah.*

22|saac moved from there and dug another
well. No men came to argue about that well.
So Isaac named that well Rehoboth.* Isaac
said, “Now the Lord has found a place for us.
We will grow and be successful in this place.”

23From that place Isaac went to Beersheba.
24The Lord spoke to Isaac that night. The
Lord said, “I am the God of your father
Abraham. Don't be afraid. | am with you, and
| will bless you. | will make your family
great. | will do this because of my servant
Abraham.” 25So |saac built an altar and
worshiped the Lord in that place. Isaac set up
camp there and his servants dug a well.

26Abimelech came from Gerar to see |sac.
Abimelech brought with him Ahuzzath, his
adviser, and Phicol, the commander of his
amy.

27| saac asked, “Why have you come to see
me? You were not friendly with me before.
Y ou even forced me to leave your country.”

28They answered, “Now we know that the
Lord is with you. We think that we should

Esek Thismeans“argument” or “fight.”
Sitnah  This means*“hatred” or “being an enemy.”
Rehoboth  Thismeans*“open place” or “ crossroads.”
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make an agreement. We want you to make a
promise to us. 2We did not hurt you, now
you should promise not to hurt us. We sent
you away, but we sent you away in peace.
Now it is clear that the Lord has blessed you.”

300 Isaac gave a party for them. They all
ate and drank. 3!Early the next morning, each
man made a promise and a vow.* Then the
men left in peace.

320n that day, Isaac's servants came and
told them about the well they had dug. The
servants said, “We found water in that well.”
33S0 Isaac named that well Shibah.* And that
city istill called Beersheba.*

Esau’s Wives

3A\When Esau was 40 years old, he married
two Hittite women. One was Judith the
daughter of Beeri. The other was Basemath
the daughter of Elon. 35These marriages made

|saac and Rebekah very upset.
2 Isaac grew old, and his eyes became so
weak he could not see clearly. One day

he called his older son Esau to him. |saac
sad, “Son!”

Esau answered, “Here| am.”

2|saac said, “I am old. Maybe | will die
soon! 3So take your bow and arrows and go
hunting. Kill an animal for me to eat. 4Prepare
the food that | love. Bring it to me, and | will
eat it. Then | will bless you before | die.” 5So
Esau went hunting.

Inheritance Problems

Jacob Tricks Isaac

Rebekah was listening when |saac told
those things to his son Esau. Rebekah said to
her son Jacob, “Listen, | heard your father
talking to your brother Esau. 7Your father
said, ‘Kill an animal for meto eat. Prepare the
food for me, and I will eat. Then | will bless
you before | die.’ 8So listen son, and do what
| tell you. 9Go out to our goats and bring me
two young goats. | will prepare them the way
your father loves them. 10Then you will carry

vow A specia promiseto God.
Shibah A Hebrew word meaning “seven” or “oath.”
Beersheba  Thisname means“well of the oath.”
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the food to your father. And he will bless you
before he dies.”

1But Jacob told his mother Rebekah, “My
brother Esau is a hairy man. | am not hairy
like him. 12If my father touches me, he will
know that | am not Esau. Then he will not
bless me—he will curse* me! Why? Because
| tried to trick him.”

13S0 Rebekah said to him, “I will accept
the blame if there is trouble. Do the things |
said. Go and get the goats for me.”

14S0 Jacob went out and got two goats and
brought them to his mother. His mother
cooked the goats in the special way that Isaac
loved. 15Then Rebekah took the clothes that
her older son Esau loved to wear. Rebekah
put those clothes on the younger son Jacob.
16Rebekah took the skins of the goats and put
them on Jacob’s hands and on his neck.
17Then Rebekah got the food she had cooked
and gave it to Jacob.

18Jacob went to hisfather and said, “Father.”

Hisfather said, “Yes, son. Who are you?’

19Jacob said to his father, “I am Esau, your
first son. | have done the things you told me.
Now sit up and eat the animals that | hunted
for you. Then you can blessme.”

20But Isaac said to his son, “How have you
hunted and killed the animals so quickly?”

Jacob answered, “Because the Lord your
God allowed meto find the animals quickly.”

21Then Issac said to Jacob, “ Come near to me
sothat | can fed you, my son. If | can fedl you,
then | will know if you are really my son Esa.”

2250 Jacob went to Isaac his father. Isaac
felt him and said, “Your voice sounds like
Jacob’s voice. But your arms are hairy like
the arms of Esau.” 23/saac did not know it was
Jacob, because his arms were hairy like
Esau'sarms. So Isaac blessed Jacob.

2 saac sad, “Areyou really my son Esau?’

Jacob answered, “Yes, | an.”

The Blessing for Jacob

25Then Isaac said, “Bring me the food. |
will eat it and bless you.” So Jacob gave him

curse  To ask for bad things to happen to athing or person.



GENESIS 27:26-28:3

the food, and he ate it. Then Jacob gave him
some wine, and he drank it.

26Then Isaac said to him. “Son, come near
and kissme.” 27So Jacob went to his father and
kissed him. Isaac smelled Esau's clothes and
blessed him. Isaac said,

“My son smellslike the fields
that the Lord has blessed.
28 May the Lord give you plenty of rain
so you will have good crops and wine.
29 May all people serve you.
May nations bow down to you.
Y ou will rule over your brothers.
Y our mother’s sons will bow down to you
and obey you.

Whoever curses* you will be cursed.
Whoever blesses you will be blessed.”

Esau’s “Blessing”

30Isaac finished blessing Jacob. Then, just as
Jacob eft his father Isaac, Esau came in from
hunting. 31Esau prepared the food in the
specia way hisfather loved. Esau brought it to
his father. He said to his father, “Father, | am
your son. Get up and eat the meat that | killed
.and cooked, for you. Then you can blessme.”

32But Isaac said to him, “Who are you?”

He answered, “I am your son—your first
son—Esau.”

33Then Isaac became very worried and said,
“Then who was it that cooked and brought me
food before you came? | ate it all and |
blessed him. Now it is too late to take back
my blessing.”

3Esau heard his father's words. He became
very angry and bitter. He cried out. He said to
hisfather, “Then bless me a o, father!”

3lsaac said, “Your brother tricked me! He
came and took your blessing!”

36Esau said, “His name is Jacob (‘ Tricky).
That is the right name for him. He has tricked
me twice. He took away my rights as the
firstborn son.* And now he has taken away

curse Toask for bad things to happen to athing or person.

rights as the firstborn son - Usualy, after the father died, the
firstborn son got half of the father's property and became the
new head of the family.
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my blessing.” Then Esau said, “Have you
saved any blessing for me?’

37lsaac answered, “No, it's too late. | gave
Jacob the power to rule over you. And | said
al his brotherswill be his servants. And | have
given him the blessing for much grain and
wine. Thereis nothing left to give you son.”

38But Esau continued to beg his father. “Do
you have only one blessing, father? Bless me
aso, father!” Esau beganto cry.

39Then Isaac said to him,

“You will not live on good land.
And you will not have much rain.
40 Youwill havetofight tolive.
And you will be adaveto your brother.
But you will fight to be free.
You will break away from his control.”

41After that Esau hated Jacob because of this
blessing. Esau thought to himsdlf, “My father
will soon die, and there will be a time of
sadnessfor him. But after that | will kill Jacob.”

42Rebekah heard about Esau's plan to kill
Jacob. She sent for Jacob and said to him,
“Listen, your brother Esau is planning to kill
you. 43S0, son, do what | say. My brother
Laban is living in Haran. Go to him and hide.
44Stay with him for a short time. Stay with
him until your brother stops being angry.
4SAfter a short time, your brother will forget
what you did to him. Then | will send a
servant to bring you back. | don't want to lose
both of my sons in the same day.”

46Then Rebekah said to Isaac, “Your son
Esau married Hittite women. | am very upset
about these women. Why? Because they are
not our people. I'll just die if Jacob marries
one of these women too!”

Jacob Searches for a Wife

28Isaac called Jacob and blessed him.
Then Isaac gave him a command. |saac
said, “You must not marry a Canaanite
woman. 250 |eave this place and go to Paddan
Aram. Go to the house of Bethuel, your
mother’s father. Laban, your mother’s brother,
lives there. Marry one of his daughters. 3| pray
that God All-Powerful* will bless you and

God All-Powerful - Literally, “El Shaddai.”
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give you many children. | pray that you will
become the father of a great nation. 4 pray
that God will bless you and your children the
same way he blessed Abraham. And | pray
that you will own the land where you live.
Thisisthe land God gave to Abraham.”

50 Isaac sent Jacob to Rebekkah's brother
in Paddan Aram. So Jacob went to Laban son
of Bethuel the Aramean. Laban was the
brother of Rebekkah. Rebekkah was the
mother of Jacob and Esaul.

6Esau learned that his father 1saac blessed
Jacob. And Esau learned that |saac sent Jacob
away to Paddan Aram to find a wife there.
Esau learned that 1saac commanded Jacob not
to marry a Canaanite woman. 7And Esau
learned that Jacob obeyed his father and his
mother and went to Paddan Aram. 8Esau saw
from this that his father did not want his sons
to marry Canaanite women. 9Esau aready had
two wives. But he went to Ishmael and married
another woman. He married Mahalath, the
daughter of Ishmagl. Ishmael was Abraham’s
son. Mahaath was Nebaioth' s Sister.

God's House—Bethel

10Jacob |eft Beersheba and went to Haran.
1While Jacob was traveling, the sun set. So
Jacob went to a place to stay the night. Jacob
found arock at that place and laid his head on
it to deep. 12Jacob had a dream. He dreamed
there was a ladder that was on the ground and
reached up into heaven. Jacob saw the angels
of God going up and down the ladder. 13And
then Jacob saw the Lord standing by the
ladder. The Lord said, “I am the Lord, the
God of your grandfather Abraham. | am the
God of Isaac. | will give you the land that you
are lying on now. | will give this land to you
and to your children. 14You will have many,
many descendants.* They will be as many as
the pieces of dust on earth. They will spread
east and west, north and south. All the
families on earth will be blessed because of
you and your descendants.

15| am with you, and | will protect you
every place you go. And | will bring you back

descendant(s) A person’s children and their future families.
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to this land. I will not leave you until | have
done what | promised.”

16Then Jacob woke from his deep and said,
“| know that the Lord is in this place. But |
did not know he was here until | dept.”

17Jacob was afraid. He said, “Thisisavery
great place. This s the house of God. Thisis
the gate to heaven.”

18Jacob got up very early in the morning.
Jacob took the rock he had slept on and set it
up on its edge. Then he poured oil on the
rock. In this way, he made this rock a
memoria to God. 19The name of that place
was Luz. But Jacob named it Bethel .*

20Then Jacob made a promise. He said, “If
God will be with me, and if God will protect
me on this trip, and if God gives me food to
eat and clothes to wear, 2land if | return in
peace to my father's house—if God does all
these things—then the Lord will be my God.
22| am setting this stone up as a memorial
stone. It will show that thisisa holy place for
God. And I will give God one tenth of al he

Jacob Meets Rachel

givesme.”
2 Then Jacob continued his trip. He went
to the country in the East. 2Jacob looked,

and he saw awell in thefield. There were three
flocks of sheep lying near the well. This well
was the place where these sheep drank water.
There was a large rock covering the mouth of
the well. 3When al the flocks gathered there,
the shepherds rolled the rock away from the
well. Then all the sheep could drink from the
water. After the sheep were full, the shepherds
put the rock back in its place,

4Jacob said to the shepherds there,
“Brothers, where are you from?”

They answered, “We are from Haran.”

SThen Jacob said, “Do you know Laban,
the son of Nahor?’

The shepherds answered, “\We know him.”

6Then Jacob said, “How ishe?’

They answered, “He is well. Everything is
fine. Look, that is his daughter Rachel coming
now with his sheep.”

Bethel  Thisname means“God's house.”
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7Jacob said, “Look, it is till day and long
before the sun sets. It is not yet time for the
animals to be gathered together for the night.
So give them water and let them go back into
the field.”

8But this shepherd said, “We can’t do that
until al the flocks are gathered together. Then
we will move the rock from the well, and al
the sheep will drink.”

SWhile Jacob was talking with the
shepherds, Rachel came with her father's
sheep. (It was Rachel’s job to take care of the
sheep.) 10Rachel was Laban's daughter. Laban
was the brother of Rebekah, Jacob's mother.
When Jacob saw Rachel, he went and moved
the rock and gave water to the sheep. 11Then
Jacob kissed Rachel and cried. 12Jacob told
Rachel that he was from her father’sfamily. He
told Rachel that he was the son of Rebekah. So
Rachel ran home and told her father.

13| aban heard the news about his sister's
son Jacob. So Laban ran to meet him. Laban
hugged him and kissed him and brought him
to his house. Jacob told Laban everything that
had happened.

14Then Laban said, “This is wonderful!
You are from my own family.” So Jacob
stayed with Laban for amonth.

Laban Tricks Jacob

150ne day Laban said to Jacab, “It is not
right for you to continue working for me
without pay. You are a relative, jnot a lave,.
What should | pay you?”

16l aban had two daughters. The older was
Leah and the younger was Rachel.

17Rachel was beautiful. And Leah’s eyes
were gentle.* 18Jacob loved Rachel. Jacob
said to Laban, “I will work seven years for
you if you will allow me to marry your
daughter Rachel.”

191 aban said, “It would be better for her to
marry you than someone else. So stay with me.”

20S0 Jacob stayed and worked for Laban for
seven years. But it seemed like a very short
time because he loved Rachel very much.

Leah’'s eyes were gentle  This might be a polite way of saying
Lesh was not very pretty.
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21After seven years Jacob said to Laban,
“Give me Rachel so that | can marry her. My
time of work for you isfinished.”

2250 |aban gave a party for al the peoplein
that place. 23That night, Laban brought his
daughter Leah to Jacob. Jacob and Leah had
sexual relations together. 24(Laban gave his
maid Zilpah to his daughter to be her maid.)
25| the morning Jacob saw that it was Leah he
had dept with. Jacob said to Laban, “You have
tricked me. | worked hard for you so that |
could marry Rachel. Why did you trick me?’

26 ghan said, “In our country we do not
alow the younger daughter to marry before
the older daughter. 27But continue for the full
week of the marriage ceremony, and | will
aso give you Rachel to marry. But you must
serve me another seven years.”

2850 Jacob did this and finished the week.
Then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as
awife. 29(Laban gave his maid Bilhah to his
daughter Rachel to be her maid.) 3°So Jacob
had sexual relations with Rachel also. And
Jacob loved Rachel more than Leah. Jacob
worked for Laban for another seven years.

Jacob’s Family Grows

31The Lord saw that Jacob loved Rachel
more than Leah. So the Lord made it possible
for Leah to have children. But Rachel did not
have any children.

32| eah gave birth to a son. She named him
Reuben.* Leah named him this because she
said, “The Lord has seen my troubles. My
husband doesn’t love me. So now maybe my
husband will love me.”

33 eah became pregnant again and had
another son. She named this son Simeon.*
Leah said, “The Lord has heard that | am not
loved, so he gave me this son.”

34_eah became pregnant again and had
another son. She named the son Levi.* Lesh
said, “Now, surely my husband will love me.
| have given him three sons.”

Reuben Thisis like the word meaning “Look, ason.”

Simeon  Thisislike the word meaning “He hears.”

Levi Thisis like the word meaning “accompany,” “be joined
together,” or “become close.”



33

35Then Leah gave hirth to another son. She
named this son Judah.* Leah named him this
because she said, “Now | will praise the
Lord.” Then Leah stopped having children.
30Rache| saw that she was not giving

Jacob any children. Rachel became
jedlous of her sister Leah. So Rachel said to
Jacob, “Give me children or | will die!”

2Jacob became angry with Rachel. He said,
“l am not God. God is the One who has
caused you to not have children.”

3Then Rachel said, “You can have my maid
Bilhah. Sleep with her and she will have a
child for me* Then | can become a mother
because of her.”

4S0 Rachel gave Bilhah to her husband
Jacob. Jacob had sexua relations with Bilhah.
5Bilhah became pregnant and gave Jacob ason.

6Rachel said, “God has listened to my
prayer. He decided to give me a son.” So
Rachel named this son Dan.*

/Bilhah became pregnant again and gave
Jacob a second son. 8Rachel said, “I have
fought hard to compete with my sister. And |
have won.” So she named that son Naphtali.*

9_eah saw that she could have no more
children. So she gave her dave girl Zilpah to
Jacob. 10Then Zilpah had a son. 1L eah said,
“| am lucky.” So she named the son Gad.*
12Zilpah gave hirth to another son. 13Leah
said, “I am very happy! Now women will call
me happy.” So she named that son Asher.*

14During the wheat harvest, Reuben went
into the fields and found some special
flowers.* Reuben brought these flowers to his
mother Leah. But Rachel said to Leah,
“ Please give me some of your son’s flowers.”

15 eah answered, “You have aready taken
away my husband. Now you are trying to take
away my son’s flowers.”

Judah Thisislikethe word meaning “Heis praised.”

she will have a child for me Literally, “She will give birth on
my knees, and | too will have ason through her.”

Dan Thisisliketheword meaning “to decide” or “to judge.”

Naphtali - Thisis like the word meaning “my struggle.”

Gad Thisislikethe word meaning “lucky,” or “fortunate.”

Asher  Thisis like the word meaning “happy” or “blessed.”

special flowers Or, “mandrakes.” The Hebrew word means
“love plant.” Peaple thought these plants could help women
have babies.
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But Rachel answered, “If you will give me
your son’s flowers, then you can sleep with
Jacob tonight.”

16Jacob came in from the fields that night.
Leah saw him and went out to meet him. She
said, “You will deep with me tonight. | have
paid for you with my son’s flowers.” So Jacob
slept with Leah that night.

17Then God allowed Leah to become
pregnant again. She gave hirth to a fifth son.
18| eah said, “God has given me a reward
because | gave my save to my hushand.” So
Leah named her son | ssachar.*

19] eah became pregnant again and gave
birth to a sixth son. 20Leah said, “God has
given me a fine gift. Now surely Jacob will
accept me, because | have given him six
sons.” So Leah named the son Zebulun.*

21| ater Leah gave hirth to a daughter. She
named the daughter Dinah.

22Then God heard Rachel’s prayer. God
made it possible for Rachel to have children.
23-24Rachel became pregnant and gave hirth
to a son. Rachel said, “God has taken away
my shame and given me a son.” So Rachel
named the son Joseph.*

Jacob Tricks Laban

25After the birth of Joseph, Jacob said to
Laban, “Now let me go to my own home.
26Give me my wives and my children. | have
earned them by working for you |14 years;.
You know that | served you well.”

27Laban said to him, “Let me say
something!* | know* that the Lord has blessed
me because of you. 28Tell me what | should
pay you, and | will giveit to you.”

29Jacob answered, “You know that | have
worked hard for you. Your flocks have grown
and been well while | cared for them. 30When
| came, you had little. Now you have much,
much more. Every time | did something for
you, the Lord blessed you. Now it is time for

Issachar  Thisis like the word meaning “reward” or “salary.”

Zebulun  Thisislikethe word meaning “praise” or “honor.”

Joseph  This is like the word meaning “to add,” “collect,” or
“gather.”

Let me say something  Literaly, “If | find favor in your sight.”
Thisisa polite way to ask permission to speak.

know  Or, “guessed,” “divined,” or “concluded.”
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me to work for myself—it is time to build my
own house.”

31 aban asked, “Then what should | give
you?’

Jacob answered, “I don’'t want you to give
me anything. | only want you to pay me for
the work | have done,. Just do this one thing: |
will go back and take care of your sheep.
32But let me go through al your flocks today
and take every lamb with spots or stripes. And
let me take every black young goat. And let
me take every female goat with stripes or
spots. That will be my pay. 33In the future,
you can easily see if | am honest. You can
come to look at my flocks. If | have any goat
that isn't spotted or any sheep that isn't black,
then you will know that | stoleit.”

34 aban answered, “I agree to that. We will
do what you ask.” 35But that day Laban hid al
the male goats that had spots. And Laban hid
dl the female goats that had spots on them.
Laban aso hid al the black sheep. Laban told
his sons to watch these sheep. 36So the sons
took al the spotted animals and led them to
another place. They traveled for three days.
Jacob stayed and took care of al the animals
that were left. But there were no animals
there that were spotted or black.,

37S0 Jacob cut green branches from poplar
and amond trees. Jacob stripped off some of
the bark so that the branches had white stripes
on them. 38Jacob put the branches in front of
the flocks at the watering places. When the
animals came to drink, they also mated in that
place. 39Then when the goats mated in front of
the branches, the young that were born were
spotted, striped, or black.

40Jacob separated the spotted and the black
animals from the other animals in the flock.
Jacob kept his animals separate from Laban's.
41Any time the stronger animals in the flock
were mating, Jacob put the branches before
their eyes. The animals mated near those
branches. 42But when the weaker animals
mated, Jacob did not put the branches there. So
the young animals born from the weak parents
were Laban's. And the young animals born
from the stronger parents were Jacob's. 43In
this way, Jacob became very rich. He had large
flocks, many servants, camels, and donkeys.

34

Time To Leave—Jacob Runs Away

3 10ne day, Jacob heard Laban’s sons

talking. They said, “Jacob has taken
everything that our father owned. Jacob has
become rich—and he has taken all this wealth
from our father.” 2Then Jacob noticed that
Laban was not as friendly as he had been in
the past. 3The Lord said to Jacob, “ Go back to
your own land where your ancestors* lived. |
will be with you.”

4S0 Jacob told Rachel and Leah to meet
him in the field where he kept his flocks of
sheep and goats. SJacob said to Rachel and
Leah, “I have seen that your father is angry
with me. He was aways friendly with me in
the past, but now he is not. 6Y ou both know
that | have worked as hard as | can for your
father. 7But your father cheated me. Y our
father has changed my pay ten times. But
during al this time, God protected me from
al of Laban’stricks.

8" At one time Laban said, ‘You can keep
al the goats with spots. This will be your
pay. After he said this, al the animals gave
birth to spotted babies. So they were all mine.
But then Laban said, ‘I will keep the spotted
goats. You can have al the striped goats. That
will be your pay.” After he said this, then
the animals gave birth to striped babies. 9So
God has taken the animals away from your
father and has given them to me.

10l had a dream during the time when the
animals were mating. | saw that the only male
goats who were mating were the ones with
stripes and spots. 11The angel of God spoke to
mein that dream. The angel said, * Jacob!’

“| answered, ‘ Yes!’

12*The angel said, ‘Look, only the striped
and spotted goats are mating. | am causing this
to happen. | have seen al the wrong things
Laban is doing to you. | am doing this so that
you can have al the new baby goats. 131 am
the God who came to you a Bethel. At that
place, you made an atar. Y ou poured olive oil
on the atar. And you made a promise to me.

ancestors  Literally, “fathers.” This means a person’s parents,
grandparents, and al the people they are descended from.
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Now | want you to be ready to go back to the
country where you were born.””

14Rachel and Leah answered Jacob, “Our
father has nothing to give us when he dies.
15He treated us like strangers. He sold us to
you, and then he spent all the money that
should have been ours!, 16God took al this
wealth from our father, and now it belongs to
us and our children. So you should do
whatever God told you to do!”

17S0 Jacob prepared for his trip. He put his
sons and his wives on camels. 18Then they
began traveling back to the land of Canaan
where his father lived. All the flocks of
animals that Jacob owned walked ahead of
them. He carried everything that he had
gotten while he lived in Paddan Aram.

19At this time, Laban was gone to cut the
wool from his sheep. While he was gone,
Rachel went into his house and stole the false
gods that belonged to her father.

20Jacob tricked Laban the Aramean. He did
not tell Laban he was leaving. 21Jacob took
his family and everything he owned and left
quickly. They crossed the Euphrates River
and traveled toward the hill country of Gilead.

22Three days later, Laban learned that
Jacob had run away. 23S0 Laban gathered his
men together and began to chase Jacob. After
seven days, Laban found Jacob near the hill
country in Gilead. 24That night God went to
Laban in a dream. God said, “Be careful! Be
careful of every word you say to Jacob.”

The Search for the Stolen Gods

25The next morning Laban caught Jacob.
Jacob had set his camp on the mountain. So
Laban and al his men set their camp in the
hill country of Gilead.

26_aban said to Jacob, “Why did you trick
me? Why did you take my daughterslike they
were women you captured during war? 2/Why
did you run away without telling me? If you
had told me, | would have given you a party.
There would have been singing and dancing
with music. Y ou didn’t even let me kiss my
grandchildren and my daughters goodbye.
Y ou were very foolish to do this! 291 have the
power to realy hurt you. But last night your
father’s God came to me in a dream. He
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warned me not to hurt you in any way. 30|
know that you want to go back to your home.
That is why you left. But why did you steal
the gods from my house?

31Jacob answered, “I left without telling
you, because | was afraid! | thought you
would take your daughters away from me.
32But | did not sted your gods. If you find any
one here with me that has taken your gods,
then that person will be killed. Y our men will
be my witnesses. You can look for anything
that belongs to you. Take anything that is
yours.” (Jacob did not know that Rachel had
stolen Laban’s gods.)

33S0 Laban went and looked through
Jacob’s camp. He looked in Jacob’s tent and
then in Leah’s tent. Then he looked in the tent
where the two save women stayed. But he did
not find the gods from his house. Then Laban
went into Rachel’s tent. 34Rachel had hidden
the gods inside her camel’s saddle, and she
was sitting on them. Laban looked through the
whole tent, but he did not find the gods.

35And Rachel said to her father, “Father,
don’t be angry with me. | am not able to stand
up before you. I am having my monthly time of
bleeding.” So Laban looked through the camp,
but he did not find the gods from his house.

36Then Jacob became very angry. Jacob
said, “What wrong have | done? What law
have | broken? Why do you have the right to
chase me and stop me? 37Y ou have looked
through everything | own. You have found
nothing that belongs to you. If you have found
anything, then show it to me. Put it here
where our men can seeit. Let our men decide
which one of us is right. 38 have worked 20
years for you. During all that time, none of
the baby sheep and goats died during birth.
And | have not eaten any of the rams from
your flocks. 39Any time a sheep was killed by
wild animals, | always paid for that mysalf. |
did not take the dead animal to you and say
that it was not my fault. But | was robbed day
and night. 40In the daytime, the sun took away
my strength, and at night sleep was taken
from my eyes by the cold. 41l worked 20
years like a slave for you. For the first 14
years | worked to win your two daughters.
The last six years | worked to earn your



GENESIS 31:42-32:10

animals. And during that time you changed
my pay ten times. 42But the God of my
ancestors,* the God of Abraham and the Fear
of Isaac,* was with me. If God had not been
with me, then you would have sent me away
with nothing. But God saw the trouble that |
had. God saw the work that | did. And last
night God proved that | am right.”

Jacob and Laban’s Treaty

43Laban said to Jacob, “These women are
my daughters. And these children belong to
me. And these animals are mine. Everything
you see here belongs to me. But | can do
nothing to keep my daughters and their
children. 44So | am ready to make an
agreement with you. We will set up a pile of
stones to show that we have an agreement.”

4550 Jacob found a large rock and put it
there to show that he had made an agreement.
46He told his men to find some more rocks
and make a pile of rocks. Then they ate beside
the pile of rocks. 47Laban named that place
Yegar Sahadutha.* But Jacob named that
place Galeed.*

48 aban said to Jacob, “This pile of rocks
will help us both remember our agreement.”
That iswhy Jacob called the place Galeed.

49Then Laban said, “Let the Lord watch
over us while we are separated from each
other.” So that place was also named Mizpah.*

50Then Laban said, “If you hurt my
daughters, remember that God will punish
you. If you marry other women, remember
that God is watching. SIHere are the rocks that
| have put between us. And here is the special
rock to show that we made an agreement.
52This pile of rocks and this one specia rock
both help us remember our agreement. | will
never go past these rocks to fight against you.
And you must never go on my side of these
rocks to fight against me. 53May the God of

ancestors Literally, “fathers.” This means a person’s parents,
grandparents, and al the peaple they are descended from.

Fear of Isaac A namefor God.

Yegar Sahadutha Aramaic words meaning “rock pile of the
agreement.”

Galeed Another name for Gilead. This Hebrew name means
“rock pile of the agreement.”

Mizpah This means“aplace to watch from.”
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Abraham, the God of Nahor, and the God of
their ancestors* judge us guilty if we break
this agreement.”

Jacob' s father, Isaac, called God “Fear.” So
Jacob used that name to make the promise.
%4Then Jacob killed an anima and offered it
as a sacrifice* on the mountain. And he
invited his men to come and share a meal.
After they finished eating, they spent the night
on the mountain. S5Early the next morning,
Laban kissed his grandchildren and his
daughters goodbye. He blessed them and went

back home.
3 Jacob also left that place. While he was
traveling, he saw God's angels. 2When
Jacob saw them he said, “ Thisis God's camp!”
S0 Jacob named that place Mahanaim.*
3Jacob’s brother Esau was living in the area
called Seir. This area was the hill country of
Edom.* Jacob sent messengers to Esau.
4Jacob told the messengers, “Tell these things
to my master Esau: ‘Y our servant Jacob says,
| have lived with Laban all these years. Sl
have many cows, donkeys, flocks, and men
and women servants. Sir, | am sending you
this message to ask you to accept us.””
6The messengers came back to Jacob and
said, “We went to your brother Esau. He is
coming to meet you. He has 400 men with him.”
That message scared Jacob. He divided the
people who were with him into two groups.
He divided all the flocks and the herds and the
camels into two groups. 8Jacob thought, “If
Esau comes and destroys one group, then the
other group can run avay and be saved.”
9Jacob said, “God of my father Abraham!
God of my father Isaac! Lord, you told me to
come back to my country and to my family.
You said that you would do good to me.
10Y ou have been very kind to me. You did
many good things for me. The first time |
traveled across the Jordan River, | owned
nothing—only my walking stick. But now |

Reunion With Esau

sacrifice A gift to God. Usually it was a specia animal that was
killed and burned on an altar.

Mahanaim  This name means “two camps.”

Edom A country east of Judah.
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own enough things to have two full groups.
11] ask you to please save me from my
brother. Save me from Esau. | am afraid of
him. | am afraid that he will come and kill all
of us, even the mothers with the children.
12 ord, you said to me, ‘1 will be good to you.
| will increase your family and make your
children as many as the sands of the sea.
There will be too many to count.””

13Jacob stayed in that place for the night.
Jacob prepared some things to give to Esau as
a gift. 14Jacob took 200 female goats and 20
male goats, 200 female sheep and 20 male
sheep. 15Jacob took 30 camels and their colts,
40 cows and 10 bulls, 20 female donkeys and
10 male donkeys. 16Jacob gave each flock of
animalsto his servants. Then Jacob said to the
servants, “ Separate each group of animals. Go
ahead of me and keep some space between
each herd.” 17Jacob gave them their orders.
To the servant with the first group of animals
Jacob said, “When Esau my brother comes to
you and asks you, ‘Whose animals are these?
Where are you going? Whose servant are
you? 18Then you should answer, ‘ These
animals belong to your servant Jacob. Jacob
sent them as a gift to you my master, Esau.
And Jacob is aso coming behind us.”

19Jacob also ordered the second servant, the
third servant, and all the other servants to do
the same thing. He said, “You will do the
same thing to Esau when you meet him.
20Y ou will say, ‘Thisisagift to you, and your
servant Jacob isbehind us.””

Jacob thought, “If | send these men ahead
with gifts, then maybe Esau will forgive me
and accept me.” 21So Jacob sent the gifts to
Esau. But Jacob stayed that night in the camp.

22| ater that night, Jacob got up and left that
place. Jacob took his two wives, his two
maids, and his eleven sons with him. Jacob
crossed the Jabbok River at the crossing.
23Jacob sent his family across the river. Then
Jacob sent everything he had acrossthe river.

The Fight With God

24Jacob was the last person to cross the
river. But before he could cross, while he was
still alone, @ man came and wrestled with
him. The man fought with him until the sun

GENESIS 32:11-33:4

came up. 2The man saw that he could not
defeat Jacob. So he touched Jacob's leg. At
that time, Jacob’s leg was put out of joint.

26Then the man said to Jacob, “Let me go.
The suniscoming up.”

But Jacob said, “I will not let you go. You
must blessme.”

27And the man said to him, “What is your
name?’

And Jacob said, “My name s Jacob.”

28Then the man said, “Your name will not
be Jacob. Your name will now be Israel.* |
give you this name because you have fought
with God and with men, and you have not
been defeated.”

29Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me
your name.”

But the man said, “Why must you ask my
name?' At that time, the man blessed Jacob.

30So Jacob named that place Peniel.* Jacob
said, “At this place, | saw God face to face,
but my life was spared.” 31Then the sun came
up as he passed Penuel.* Jacob was walking
crippled because of his leg. 32S0 even today,
the people of Isragl don't eat the muscle that
is on the hip joint, because this is the muscle

where Jacob was hurt.
3 Jacob looked and saw Esau coming.
Esau was coming and 400 men were

with him. Jacob divided his family into four
groups. Leah and her children were in one
group, Rachel and Joseph were in one group,
and the two maids and their children were in
two groups. 2Jacob put the maids with their
children first. Then Jacob put Leah and her
children behind them. And Jacob put Rachel
and Joseph in the last place.

3Jacob himself went out toward Esau. So
he was the first person Esau came to. Jacob
bowed on the ground seven times while he
was walking toward his brother.

4When Esau saw Jacob, he ran to meet him.
Esau put his arms around Jacob and hugged

Jacob Shows His Bravery

Israel  This name might mean “he fights for God,” “he fights
with God,” or “God fights.”

Peniel, Penuel  Two forms of the same name which mean “the
face of God.”
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his neck and kissed him. Then they both cried.
SEsau looked up and saw the women and
children. He said, “Who are al these people
with you?’

Jacob answered, “These are the children
that God gave me. God has been good to me.”

6Then the two maids and the children with
them went to Esau. They bowed down before
him. 7Then Leah and the children with her went
to Esau and bowed down. And then Rachel and
Joseph went to Esau and bowed down.

8Esau said, “Who were al those people |
saw while | was coming here? And what were
al those animals for?”

Jacob answered, “Those are my giftsto you
so that you might accept me.”

9But Esau said, “You don’'t have to give me
gifts, brother. | have enough for myself.”

10Jacob said, “No! | beg you! If you truly
accept me, then please accept the gifts | give
you. | am very happy to see your face again. It
is like seeing the face of God. | am very happy
to see that you accept me. 11So | beg that you
also accept the gifts | give you. God has been
very good to me. | have more than | need.” In
this way Jacob begged Esau to take the gifts.
So Esau accepted the gifts.

12Then Esau said, “Now you can continue
your journey. | will go with you.”

13But Jacob said to him, “You know that
my children are weak. And | must be careful
with my flocks and their young animals. If |
force them to walk too far in one day, al the
animals will die. 14So you go on ahead. | will
follow you slowly. | will go slow enough for
the cattle and other animals to be safe. And |
will go slow enough so that my children will
not become too tired. | will meet you in Seir.”

150 Esau said, “Then | will leave some of
my men with you to help you.”

But Jacob said, “That is very kind of you.
But there is no need to do that.” 16So that day
Esau started on his trip back to Seir. 17But
Jacob went to Succoth. In that place he built a
house for himself and small barns for his
cattle. That is why the place was named
Succoth.*

Succoth A town east of the Jordan River. This name means
“temporary shelters.”
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18Jacob safely ended his trip from Paddan
Aram when he came to the town of Shechem
in Canaan. Jacob made his camp in a field
near the city. 19Jacob bought the field where
he camped from the family of Hamor, father
of Shechem. Jacob paid 100 pieces of silver.
20Jacob built an atar there to worship God.
Jacob named the place “El, the God of Isragl.”

The Rape of Dinah

Dinah was the daughter of Leah and

Jacob. One day, Dinah went out to see
the women of that place. 2Hamor was the king
of that land. His son Shechem saw Dinah.
Shechem kidnapped her and raped her. 3Then
Shechem fell in love with Dinah and wanted to
marry her. 4Shechem told his father, “Please
get thisgirl for me so that | can marry her.”

SJacob learned that the boy had done this
very bad thing to his daughter. But al Jacob’s
sons were out in the field with the cattle. So
Jacob did nothing until they came home. 6At
that time, Shechem's father, Hamor, went to
talk with Jacob.

’In the fields, Jacob’s sons heard the news
about what happened. They were very angry
when they heard this. They were mad because
Shechem had brought shame to Israel by
raping Jacob’s daughter. The brothers came in
from the fields as soon as they heard about the
terrible thing Shechem had done.

8But Hamor talked to the brothers. He said,
“My son Shechem wants Dinah very much.
Please let him marry her. 9This marriage will
show we have a special agreement. Then our
men can marry your women, and your men
can marry our women. 10You can live in the
same land with us. You will be free to own
the land and to trade here.”

11Shechem also talked to Jacob and the
brothers. Shechem said, “Please accept me. |
will do anything you ask me to do. 12 will
give you any gift* you want if you only alow
me to marry Dinah. | will give you anything
you ask, but let me marry Dinah.”

13Jacob’s sons decided to lie to Shechem
and his father. The brothers were still mad

gift  Or,“dowry.” Here, the money aman paid for awife.



39

because Shechem had done such a bad thing
to their sister Dinah. 14So the brothers said to
him, “We cannot allow you to marry our
Sister because you are not yet circumcised.* It
would be wrong for our sister to marry you.
15But we will alow you to marry her if you
do this one thing: Every man in your town
must become circumcised like us. 16Then
your men can marry our women, and our men
can marry your women. Then we will become
one people. 17If you refuse to be circumcised,
then we will take Dinah away.”

18This agreement made Hamor and
Shechem very happy. 19Shechem was very
happy to do what Dinah's brothers asked.

Revenge

Shechem was the most honored man in his
family. 20Hamor and Shechem went to the
meeting place of their city. They spoke to the
men of the city and said, 2* These people of
|srael want to be friends with us. We want to
et them live in our land and be a peace with
us. We have enough land for dl of us. We are
free to marry their women. And we are happy
to give them our women for marriage. 22But
there is one thing that al our men must agree
to do. All our men must agree to become
circumcised® the same as the people of Isradl.
23/f we do this, then we will become rich from
al their cattle and animals. So we should make
this agreement with them, and they will stay
here with us.” 24All the men who heard thisin
the meeting place agreed with Hamor and
Shechem. And every man was circumcised at
that time.

25Three days later, the men who were
circumcised* were still sore. Two of Jacob's
sons, Simeon and Levi, knew that the men
would be weak at this time. So they went to
the city and killed all the men there. 26Dinah’s
brothers, Simeon and Levi, killed Hamor and
his son Shechem. Then they took Dinah out of
Shechem’s house and left. 27Jacob’s sons
went to the city and stole everything that was
there. They were still angry because of what

circumcise(d) Cutting the foreskin from a man. In Isragl this
was proof that a man had made a specia agreement to obey
God's laws and teachings.

GENESIS 34:14-35:5

Shechem did to their sister. 28So the brothers
took all their animals. They took all their
donkeys and everything elsein the city and in
the fields. 29The brothers took everything
those people owned. The brothers even took
the wives and children.

30But Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, “You
have given me much trouble. All the peoplein
this place will hate me. All the Canaanite
people and the Perizzite people will turn
againgt me. There are only afew of us. If the
people in this place gather together to fight
against us, then | will be destroyed. And all
our people will be destroyed with me.”

31But the brothers said, “Should we let
those people treat our sister like a prostitute?
No! Those people were wrong to do that to

our sster!”
3 God said to Jacob, “Go to the town of

Bethel.* Live there and make an dtar
for worship. Remember El,* the God who
appeared* to you there when you were
running avay from your brother Esau. Make
your altar to worship that God there.”

250 Jacob said to his family and to al his
servants, “Destroy all those foreign gods
made of wood and metal that you have. Make
yourselves pure. Put on clean clothes. 3We
will leave here and go to Bethel. In that place,
| will build an dtar to the God who helped me
during my time of trouble. And that God has
been with me everywhere | went.”

450 the people gave Jacob al the foreign
gods that they had. And they gave Jacob dll
the rings they were wearing in their ears.
Jacob buried all these things under an oak tree
near the town called Shechem.

SJacob and his sons left that place. The
people in that area wanted to follow and kill
them. But they became very afraid and did not

Jacob in Bethel

progtitute - A woman paid by men for sexua sin.

Bethel  Thisname means* God's house.”

altar(s) A stone table used for burning sacrifices that were
offered as giftsto God.

El A Hebrew name for God.

God who appeared  God often used special shapes so people
could see him. Sometimes he was like a man, an angel, afire,
or abright light.
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follow Jacob. 6So Jacob and his people went
to Luz. Luz isnow caled Bethel.* It isin the
land of Canaan. 7Jacob built an atar* there.
Jacob named the place “El Bethel.” Jacob
chose this name because that is the place God
first appeared to him when he was running
from hisbrother.

8Deborah, Rebekah's nurse, died there.
They buried her under the oak tree at Bethel.
They named that place Allon Bacuth.*

Jacob’s New Name

9When Jacob came back from Paddan Aram,
God appeared to him again. And God blessed
Jacob. 10God said to Jacob, “Your name is
Jacob. But | will change that name. You will
not be called Jacob now. Your new name will
belsrael.*” So God named him |sradl.

11God said to him, “I am God All-
Powerful.* |/And | give you this blessing:,
Have many children and grow into a great
nation. Other nations and other kings will
come out of you. 12 gave Abraham and Isaac
some special land. Now | give that land to
you. And | also give that land to all your
people who live after you.” 13Then God |eft
that place. 14-15Jacob set up a memorial
stone* in this place. Jacob made the rock holy
by pouring wine and oil on it. This was a
special place because God spoke to Jacob
there. And Jacob named the place Bethel .*

Rachel Dies Giving Birth

16Jacob and his group left Bethel. Just
before they came to Ephrath (Bethlehem),
Rachel began giving hirth to her baby. 17But
Rachel was having much trouble with this
birth. She was having great pain. Rachel’s
nurse saw this and said, “Don’t be afraid
Rachel. Y ou are giving birth to another son.”

Bethel A towninIsragl. This name means“ God's house.”

altar(s) A stone table used for burning sacrifices that were
offered as giftsto God.

Allon Bacuth  Thisname means “the oak tree of sadness.”

Israel - This name might mean “he fights for God" or “he fights
with God.”

God All-Powerful  Literally, “El Shaddai.”

memorial stone A stone that was set up to help people
remember something special. In ancient |srael people often set
up stones as specia places to worship false gods.
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18Rachel died while giving birth to the son.
Before dying, Rachel named the boy Benoni.*
But Jacob called him Benjamin.*

19Rachel was buried on the road to
Ephrath. (Ephrath is Bethlehem.) 20And Jacob
put a special rock on her grave to honor
Rachel. That specia rock is till there today.
21Then Israel (Jacob) continued his journey.
He camped just south of Eder tower.*

22|grael stayed there for a short time. While
he was there, Reuben slept with Israel’s
woman servant* Bilhah. Israel heard about
this and was very angry.

The Family of Israel

Jacob (Israel) had twelve sons.

23Jacob and Leah’s sons were: Jacob’'s
firstborn son Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah,
|ssachar, and Zebulun.

24Jacob and Rachel’ s sons were Joseph and
Benjamin.

25Bjlhah was Rachel’s maid. Jacob and
Bilhah's sons were Dan and Naphtali.

26Zilpah was Leah’s maid. Jacob and
Zilpah's sons were Gad and Asher.

Those are Jacob’s (Israel’s) sons who were
born in Paddan Aram.

27Jacob went to his father Isaac at Mamre
in Kiriath Arba (Hebron). This is where
Abraham and Isaac had lived. 28|saac lived
180 years. 29Then Isaac became weak and
died. Isaac had lived a long and full life. His
sons Esau and Jacob buried him in the same

place as hisfather.
3 The family history of Esau (Edom).
2Esau married women from the land of
Canaan. Esau’s wives were: Adah, the
daughter of Elon the Hittite, Oholibamah, the
daughter of Anah, the son of Zibeon the Hivite,
and 3Basemath, Ishmael’s daughter, the sister
of Nebaioth. 4Esau and Adah had a son named
Eliphaz. Basemath had a son named Reuel.

Esau’s Family

Benoni  This name means “son of my suffering.”

Benjamin  This name means “right-hand (favorite) son.”

Eder tower  Or, “Migdal Eder.”

woman servant  Or, “concubine” a slave woman who was like
awifetoaman.
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5And Oholibamah had three sons: Jeush,
Jalam, and Korah. Those were Esau’s sons that
were born in the land of Canaan.

6-8Jacob and Esau’s families became too
big for the land in Canaan to support them all.
So Esau moved away from his brother Jacob.
Esau took his wives, sons, daughters, al his
slaves, cows and other animals, and
everything else that he got in Canaan and
moved to the hill country of Seir.* (Esau is
aso named Edom—and this is another name
for the country Seir;.)

9Esau is the father of the people of Edom.*
These are the names of Esau’s family living
in the hill country of Seir (Edom):

10Esau and Adah’s son was Eliphaz. Esau
and Basemath’s son was Reuel.

11Eliphaz had five sons: Teman, Omar,
Zepho, Gatam, and Kenaz. 12Eliphaz also had
a woman servant* named Timna. Timna and
Eliphaz had a son named Amalek.

13Reuel had four sons: Nahath, Zerah,
Shammah, and Mizzah.

Those were Esau’s grandsons from his wife
Basemath.

14Esau’s third wife was Oholibamah, the
daughter of Anah. (Anah was the son of
Zibeon.) Esau and Oholibamah’s children
were: Jeush, Jalam, Korah.

15These are the family groups* that came
from Esau (Edom):

Esau's first son was Eliphaz. From Eliphaz
came: Teman, Omar, Zepho, Kenaz, 16K orah,
Gatam, and Amalek.

All those family groups* came from Esau’'s
wife Adah.

17Esau’s son Reuel was the father of these
families: Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and
Mizzah.

All those families came from Esau’s wife
Basemath.

18Esau’s wife Oholibamah, daughter of
Anah, gave birth to Jeush, Jalam, and Korah.

Seir A mountain range in Edom.

Edom A country east of Judah.

woman servant  Or, “concubine,” awoman who was like awife
toaman.

family groups Or, “family leaders.” These families became
large tribes and nations.
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Those three men were the fathers of their
families. 19Those men were al family leaders
from Esau (Edom).

20Seir, aHorite man, lived in Edom* before
Esau. These are the sons of Seir: Lotan,
Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, 21Dishon, Ezer,
Dishan. Those sons were all Horite family
|eaders from Seir in Edom.

22| otan was the father of Hori and
Heman.* (Timnawas Lotan'ssister.)

23Shobal was the father of Alvan,
Manahath, Ebal, Shepho, and Onam.

247ibeon had two sons Aiah and Anah.
(Anah is the man who found the hot springsin
the mountains while he was caring for his
father's donkeys.)

25Anah was the father of Dishon and
Oholibamah.

26Dishon had four sons. They were
Hemdan, Eshban, Ithran, and Keran.

27Ezer had three sons. They were Bilhan,
Zaavan, and Akan.

28Djishan had two sons. They were Uz and
Aran.

2These are the names of the leaders of the
Horite families: Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah,
30Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan. Those men were
the leaders of the families that lived in the
country of Seir (Edom?*). 31At that time, there
were kings in Edom. Edom had kings a long
time before [srael did.

32Bela son of Beor was aking who ruled in
Edom.* He ruled over the city of Dinhabah.
33When Bela died, Jobab became king. Jobab
was the son of Zerah from Bozrah. 34When
Jobab died, Husham ruled. Husham was from
the land of the Temanite people. 35When
Husham died, Hadad ruled that area. Hadad
was the son of Bedad. (Hadad was the man
who defeated Midian in the country of Moab.)
Hadad was from the city of Avith. 36When
Hadad died, Samlah ruled that country.
Samlah was from Masrekah. 3"When Samlah
died, Shaul ruled that area. Shaul was from
Rehoboth on the Euphrates River. 383When
Shaul died, Baal Hanan ruled that country.
Baal Hanan was the son of Acbor. 39When

Heman Or “Homam.”
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Baa Hanan died, Hadad* ruled that country.
Hadad was from the city of Pau. Hadad's
wife's name was Mehetabel, the daughter of
Matred. (Mezahab was Matred's father.)
40-43Esau was the father of the Edomite
families: Timna, Alvah, Jetheth, Oholibamah,
Elah, Pinon, Kenaz, Teman, Mibzar, Magdiel,
and Iram. Each of these families lived in an
areathat was caled by the same name as their

family.

3 Jacob stayed and lived in the land of
Canaan. Thisisthe same land where his

father had lived. 2This is the story of Jacob's

family.

Joseph was a young man, 17 years old. His
job was to care for the sheep and the goats.
Joseph did this work with his brothers, the
sons of Bilhah and Zilpah. (Bilhah and Zilpah
were hisfather’swives.) Joseph told his father
about the bad things that his brothers did.
3Joseph was born at a time when his father
Israel (Jacob) was very old. So Israel (Jacob)
loved Joseph more than he loved his other
sons. Jacob gave his son a specia coat. This
coat was long and was very beautiful .*
4Joseph’s brothers saw that their father loved
Joseph more than he loved them. They hated
their brother because of this. They refused to
say nice things to Joseph.

5One time Joseph had a speciad dream. Later,
Joseph told his brothers about this dream. After
this, hisbrothers hated him even more.

6Joseph said, “I had a dream. "We were dl
working in the field. We were tying stacks of
wheat together. Then my sheaf got up. It stood
there while al of your sheaves made a circle
around mine. Then al of your stacks of wheat
bowed down to mine.”

8His brothers said, “Do you think this
means you will be a king and rule over us?’
His brothers hated Joseph more now because
of the dreams he had about them.

9Then Joseph had another dream. Joseph
told his brothers about this dream. Joseph

Joseph the Dreamer

Hadad Or, “Hadar.”
beautiful The Hebrew means “striped” or possibly, “many
colored.”
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said, “I had another dream. | saw the sun, the
moon, and eleven stars bowing down to me.”

10Joseph also told his father about this
dream. But his father criticized him. His
father said, “What kind of dream is this? Do
you believe that your mother, your brothers,
and | will bow down to you?’ 11Joseph’s
brothers continued to be jealous of him. But
Joseph's father thought much about al these
things and wondered what they could mean.

120ne day, Joseph’s brothers went to
Shechem to care for their father's sheep.
13Jacob said to Joseph, “Go to Shechem. Y our
brothers are there with my sheep.”

Joseph answered, “I will go.”

14Joseph's father said, “Go and see if your
brothers are safe. Come back and tell me if
my sheep are dl fine.” So Joseph's father sent
him from the Valley of Hebron to Shechem.

15At Shechem, Joseph became lost. A man
found him wandering in the fields. The man
said, “What are you looking for?’

16Joseph answered, “I am looking for my
brothers. Can you tell me where they are with
their sheep?’

17The man said, “They have aready gone
away. | heard them say that they were going
to Dothan.” So Joseph followed his brothers
and found them in Dothan.

Joseph Sold into Slavery

18Joseph'’s brothers saw him coming from
far away. They decided to make a plan to kill
him. 19The brothers said to each other, “Here
comes Joseph, the one who dreams. 20We
should kill him now while we can. We can
throw his body into one of the empty wells.
We can tell our father that a wild animal
killed him. Then we will show him that his
dreams are useless”

21But Reuben wanted to save Joseph.
Reuben said, “Let’s not kill him. 22We can
put him into a well without hurting him.”
Reuben planned to save Joseph and send him
back to his father. 23Joseph came to his
brothers. They attacked him and tore off his
long and beautiful coat. 24Then they threw
him into an empty well that was dry.

25While Joseph was in the well, the
brothers sat down to eat. Then they looked
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and saw a group of traders* traveling from
Gilead to Egypt. Their camels were carrying
many different spices and riches. 2680 Judah
said to his brothers, “What profit will we get
if we kill our brother and hide his death?
2'\We will profit more if we sell him to these
traders. Then we will not be guilty of killing
our own brother.” The other brothers agreed.
28\When the Midianite traders came by, the
brothers took Joseph out of the well. They
sold him to the traders for 20 pieces of silver.
The traders took him to Egypt.

29During all this time, Reuben was not
there with the brothers. He did not know they
had sold Joseph. When Reuben came back to
the well, he saw that Joseph was not there.
Reuben tore his clothes to show his sadness,.
30Reuben went to the brothers and said, “The
boy is not in the well! What will | do?’ 31The
brothers killed a goat and put the goat’s blood
on Joseph’s beautiful coat. 32Then the
brothers showed the coat to their father. And
the brothers said, “We found this coat. Is this
Joseph’s coat?”

33The father saw the coat and knew that it
was Joseph's. The father said, “Yes, that is higl
Maybe some wild anima has killed him. My
son Joseph has been eaten by a wild animal!”
34Jacob was so sorry about his son that he tore
his clothes. Then Jacob put on specid clothesto
show that he was sadl. Jacob continued to be sad
about his son for a long time. 3%All of Jacob's
sons and daughters tried to comfort him. But
Jacob was never comforted. Jacob said, “I will
be sorry for my son until the day | die”* So
Jacob continued to be sad for his son Joseph.

36The Midianite traders later sold Joseph in
Egypt. They sold him to Potiphar, the captain

of the Pharaoh’s guards.

3 About that time, Judah left his brothers
and went to stay with a man named

Hirah. Hirah was from the town of Adullam.

2Judah met a Canaanite girl there and married

her. The girl’s father was named Shua. 3The

Judah and Tamar

traders Literaly, “Ishmaelites.”
[ will besorry ... die Literaly, “I will go down to my sonin
Sheol (the place of death) in sadness.”
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Canaanite girl gave birth to a son. She named
him Er. 4Later, she gave birth to another son.
She named him Onan. SLater she had another
son named Shelah. Judah lived in Kezib when
histhird son was born.

6Judah chose a woman to be the wife of his
first son Er. The woman's name was Tamar.
7But Er did many bad things. The Lord was not
happy with him. So the Lord killed him. 8Then
Judah said to Er’s brother Onan, “Go and deep
with your dead brother's wife* Become like a
husband to her. If children are born, then they
will belong to your brother Er.”

90nan knew that the children from this
union would not belong to him. Onan had
sexua relations with Tamar, but he did not
alow himself to stay inside her. 10This made
the Lord angry. So the Lord killed Onan aso.
11Then Judah said to his daughter-in-law
Tamar, “Go back to your father's house. Stay
there and don’t marry until my young son
Shelah grows up.” Judah was afraid that
Shelah would aso be killed like his brothers.
Tamar went back to her father’s home.

12|_gter, Judah’s wife, the daughter of Shua,
died. After Judah'stime of sadness, he went to
Timnah with his friend Hirah from Adullam.
Judah went to Timnah to have the wool cut
from his sheep. 13Tamar learned that Judah,
her father-in-law, was going to Timnah to cut
the wool from his sheep. 4Tamar awayswore
clothes that showed that she was a widow. So
she put on some different clothes and covered
her face with a vell. Then she sat down near
the road going to Enaim, a town near Timnah.
Tamar knew that Judah’s younger son Shelah
was now grown up. But Judah would not make
plansfor her to marry him.

15Judah traveled on that road. He saw her
but thought that she was a prostitute.* (Her
face was covered with a vell like a progtitute.)
16S0 Judah went to her and said, “Let me have
sexua relations with you” (Judah did not know
that she was Tamar, his daughter-in-law.)

She said, “How much will you give me?”

Goand deep ... wife Inlsragl if aman died without children,
one of his brothers would take the widow. If a child was born,
it would be considered the dead man’s child.

progtitute - A woman paid by men for sexua sins.
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17Judah answered, “I will send you a young
goat from my flock.”

She answered, “I agree to that. Buit first you
must give me something to keep until you
send me the goat.”

18Judah asked, “What do you want me to
giveyou as proof that | will send you the goat?’

Tamar answered, “Give me your seal and
its string* that you use on your letters. And
give me your walking stick.” Judah gave these
things to her. Then Judah and Tamar had
sexual relations, and Tamar became pregnant.
19Tamar went home and took off the veil that
covered her face. Then she again wore the
specia clothes that showed she was awidow.

20)_ater, Judah sent hisfriend Hirah to Enaim
to give the prostitute* the goat he promised.
Also Judah told Hirah to get the specia sedl
and the walking stick from her. But Hirah could
not find her. 21Hirah asked some of the men at
the town of Enaim, “Where is the progtitute that
was here by the road?”

The men answered, “There has never been
aprostitute here.”

2280 Judah's friend went back to Judah and
said, “1 could not find the woman. The men
that lived in that place said that there was
never a prostitute there.”

23S0 Judah said, “Let her keep the things. |
don’t want people to laugh at us. | tried to
give her the goat, but we could not find her.
That is enough.”

Tamar Is Pregnant

24About three months later, someone told
Judah, “Your daughter-in-law Tamar sinned
like a progtitute,* and now sheis pregnant.”

Then Judah said, “Take her out and burn
her.”

25The men went to Tamar to kill her. But she
sent a message to her father-in-law. Tamar said,
“The man who made me pregnant is the man
who owns these things. Look at these things.
Whose are they? Whose specia sedl and string*
isthis? Whose walking stick isthis?”

seal ... string People wrote a contract, folded it, tied it with
string, put wax or clay on the string, and pressed the sedl onto
it to sedl it. Thiswas like signing the agreement.

progtitute - A woman paid by men for sexual sins.
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26Judah recognized those things and said,
“Sheisright. | was wrong. | did not give her
my son Shelah like | promised.” And Judah
did not deep with her again.

27The time came for Tamar to give birth.
They saw she was going to have twins,
28\While she was giving birth, one baby put his
hand out. The nurse tied a red string on the
hand and said, “This baby was born first.”
29But that baby pulled his hand back in. Then
the other baby was born first. So the nurse
said, “So you were able to break out first!” So
they named him Perez.* 30After this, the other
baby was born. This was the baby with the red

string on his hand. They named him Zerah*
3 The traders* who bought Joseph took
him down to Egypt. They sold him to
the captain of Pharaoh’s guard, Potiphar. 2But
the Lord helped Joseph. Joseph became a
successful man. Joseph lived in the house of
his master, Potiphar the Egyptian.
3Potiphar saw that the Lord was with
Joseph. Potiphar saw that the Lord helped
Joseph be successful in everything he did. 4So
Potiphar was very happy for Joseph. Potiphar
allowed Joseph to work for him and help him
to rule the house. Joseph was the ruler over
everything Potiphar owned. SAfter Joseph
was made the ruler over the house, the Lord
blessed the house and everything that
Potiphar owned. The Lord did this because of
Joseph. And the Lord blessed everything that
grew in the fields of Potiphar. 6So Potiphar
allowed Joseph to take responsibility for

everything in the house. Potiphar worried
about nothing, only the food he ate.

Joseph Is Sold to Potiphar in Egypt

Joseph Refuses Potiphar's Wife

Joseph was a very handsome, good-looking
man. 7After some time, the wife of Joseph’s
master began to like Joseph. One day she said
to him, “ Sleep with me.”

8But Joseph refused. He said, “My master
trusts me with everything in his house. He has

Perez Thisnameislike the word meaning “to break out.”
Zerah Thisnameis like the word meaning “bright.”
traders Literaly, “Ishmaelites.”
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given me responsibility for everything here.
9My master has made me amost equal to him
in his house. | must not sleep with his wife!
That iswrong! Itisasin against God.”

10The woman talked with Joseph every
day, but Joseph refused to sleep with her.
110ne day Joseph went into the house to do
hiswork. He was the only man in the house at
the time. 12His master’s wife grabbed his coat
and said to him, “Come to bed with me.” But
Joseph ran out of the house so fast that he left
his coat in her hand.

13The woman saw Joseph had left his coat
in her hands and had run out of the house. |So
she decided to lie about what had happened,,
14She called to the men outside. She said,
“Look! This Hebrew dave was brought hereto
make fun of us. He came in and tried to attack
me, but | screamed. 15My scream scared him
and he ran away. But he left his coat with me.”
16Then she kept his coat until her husband,
Joseph’s master, came home. 17And she told
her husband the same story. She said, “This
Hebrew dave you brought here tried to attack
me! 18But when he came near me | screamed.
Heran away, but he l&ft his coat.”

Joseph in Prison

19Joseph’s master heard what his wife said.
And he became very angry. 20There was a
prison where the king's enemies were put. So
Potiphar put Joseph into that prison. And
Joseph stayed there.

21But the Lord was with Joseph. The Lord
continued to show his kindness to Joseph.
After some time, the commander of the prison
guards began to like Joseph. 22The commander
of the guards put Joseph in charge of al the
prisoners. Joseph was their leader, but he il
did the same work they did. 23The commander
of the guards trusted Joseph with everything
that was in the prison. This happened because
the Lord was with Joseph. The Lord helped
Joseph be successtul in everything hedid.

Joseph Interprets Two Dreams

40La1er, two of Pharaoh’s servants did
something wrong to Pharaoh. These
servants were the baker and the man who
served wine to Pharaoh. 2Pharaoh became
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angry with his baker and wine server. 3So
Pharaoh put them in the same prison as
Joseph. Potiphar, the commander of Pharaoh’s
guards, was in charge of this prison. 4The
commander put the two prisoners under
Joseph's care. The two men continued to Stay
in prison for some time. SOne night, both of
the prisoners had a dream. (The two prisoners
were the servants of the king of Egypt—the
baker and the wine server.) Each prisoner had
his own dream. And each dream had its own
meaning. 6Joseph went to them the next
morning. Joseph saw that the two men were
worried. 7Joseph asked them, “Why do you
look so worried today?”

8The two men answered, “We dreamed |ast
night, but we don’t understand what we
dreamed. There is no one to interpret or
explain the dreamsto us.”

Joseph said to them, “God is the One who
can understand and interpret dreams. So | beg
you, tell me your dreams.”

The Wine Server's Dream

9S0 the wine server told Joseph his dream.
The server said, “I dreamed | saw avine. 100n
the vine there were three branches. | watched
the branches grow flowers and then become
grapes. 11| was holding Pharaoh’s cup. So |
took the grapes and squeezed the juice into the
cup. Then | gave the cup to Pharaoh.”

12Then Joseph said, “I will explain the
dream to you. The three branches mean three
days. 13Before the end of three days, Pharaoh
will forgive you and alow you to go back to
your work. You will do the same work for
Pharaoh as you did before. 14But when you
are free, remember me. Be good to me and
help me. Tell Pharaoh about me so that | can
get out of this prison. 151 was taken from my
own home, the land of my people, the
Hebrews. | have done nothing wrong. So |
should not bein prison.”

The Baker’s Dream

16The baker saw that the other servant’s
dream was good. So the baker said to Joseph,
“| also had a dream. | dreamed there were
three bread baskets on my head. 17In the top
basket there were all kinds of baked food.
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This food was for the king. But birds were
eating thisfood.”

18Joseph answered, “1 will tell you what the
dream means. The three baskets mean three
days. 19Before the end of three days, the king
will take you out of this prison. Then the king
will cut your head off! He will hang your
body on apole. And birdswill eat your body.”

Joseph Is Forgotten

20Three days later, it was Pharaoh’s
birthday. Pharaoh gave a party for al his
servants. At the party, Pharaoh allowed the
wine server and the baker to leave the prison.
21Pharaoh freed the wine server. Pharaoh gave
him his job back. And the wine server put a
cup of wine in Pharaoh’s hand. 22But Pharaoh
hanged the baker and everything happened the
way Joseph said it would. 23But the wine
server did not remember to help Joseph. He
said nothing about Joseph to Pharaoh. The

wine server forgot about Joseph.
4 Two years |ater, Pharaoh had a dream.
He dreamed that he was standing by the
Nile River. 2In the dream, seven cows come
out of the river and stood there edting grass.
They were healthy, good-looking cows. 3Then
seven more cows came out of the river and
stood on the bank of the river by the healthy
cows. But these cows were thin and sick
looking. 4The seven sick cows ate the seven
healthy cows. Then Pharaoh woke up.
SPharaoh went back to sleep and began
dreaming again. Thistime, he dreamed that he
saw seven heads of grain growing on one
plant. They were healthy and full of grain.
6And then he saw seven more heads of grain
sprouting. But they were thin and scorched by
the hot wind. 7The thin heads of grain ate the
seven good heads of grain. Then Pharaoh
woke up again and realized it was only a
dream. 8The next morning Pharaoh was
worried about these dreams. So he sent for
the magicians and wise men of Egypt.
Pharaoh told these men the dreams, but none
of them could interpret the dreams.

Pharaoh’s Dreams
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The Servant Tells Pharaoh About Joseph

9Then the wine servant remembered Joseph.
The servant said to Pharaoh, “I remember
something that happened to me. 10Y ou were
angry with me and the baker, and you put usin
prison. 11Then one night he and | had a dream.
Each dream had a different meaning. 12There
was a young Hebrew man in prison with us.
He was a servant of the commander of the
guards. We told him our dreams, and he
explained them to us. He told us the meaning
of each dream. 13And what he said came true.
He said | would be free and have my old job
back. And that happened. He also said the
baker would die, and that happened!”

Joseph Is Called to Interpret the Dreams

14So Pharaoh called Joseph from the
prison. The guards quickly got Joseph out of
prison. Joseph shaved and put on some clean
clothes. Then he went to see Pharaoh.
15Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I had a dream. But
no one can interpret the dream for me. | heard
that you can interpret dreams when someone
tells you about them.”

16Joseph answered, “I can't! But maybe
God will explain them for you, Pharaoh.”

17Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “In my
dream, | was standing by the Nile River.
18Then seven cows came up out of the river
and stood there eating the grass. They were
healthy, good-looking cows. 19Then | saw
seven more cows come out of the river after
them. But these cows were thin and sick
looking. They were the worst cows | had ever
seen anywhere in Egypt! 20Then the thin, sick
cows ate the first healthy cows! 21But they
still looked thin and sick. You couldn’t even
tell they had eaten the healthy cows. They
looked as thin and sick as they did in the
beginning. Then | woke up.

22In my next dream | saw seven heads of
grain growing on one plant. They were
healthy and full of grain. 22And then seven
more heads of grain grew after them. But they
were thin and scorched by the hot wind.
24Then the thin heads of grain ate the seven
good heads of grain.
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“| told these dreams to my magicians. But
no one could explain the dreams to me. What
do they mean?’

Joseph Explains the Dream

25Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, “These two
dreams are about the same thing. God is
telling you what will happen soon. 26Both
dreams really mean the same thing. The seven
good cows and the seven good heads of grain
are seven good, years. 27And the seven thin,
sick-looking cows and the seven thin heads of
grain mean that there will be seven years of
hunger in this area. These seven bad years
will come after the seven good years. 28God
has shown you what will happen soon. And
God will make these things happen just like |
told you. 29For seven years there will be
plenty of food in Egypt. 30But then there will
be seven years of hunger. People in Egypt
will forget how much food there had been in
the past. This famine* will ruin the country.
31People will forget what it was like to have
plenty of food.

32“Pharaoh, you had two dreams about the
same thing. Why? God wanted to show you
that he really will make this happen. And he
will make it happen soon! 33So Pharaoh, you
should choose a wise, intelligent man and put
him in charge of Egypt. 34Then you should
choose other men to collect food from the
people. During the seven good years, the
people must give them one fifth of al the food
they grow. 35In this way, these men will
collect lots of food during the seven good
years and store it in the cities until it is
needed. In thisway, Pharaoh, this food will be
under your control. 36Then during the seven
years of hunger, there will be food for the
country of Egypt. And Egypt will not be
destroyed by the famine.”

31This seemed like a very good idea to
Pharaoh, and al his officials agreed. 38Then
Pharaoh told them, “I don’t think we can find
anyone better than Joseph to take this job!
God's Spirit isin him making him very wise!”

famine A time when there is no rain and no crops can grow.
People and animals often die from lack of food and water.
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39S0 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “God showed
these things to you, so you must be the wisest
man. 401 will put you in charge of my
country, and the people will obey all your
commands. | will be the only person more
powerful than you.”

41 There was a special ceremony and
parade when Pharaoh made Joseph the
governor., Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I now
make you governor over all of Egypt.” 42Then
Pharaoh gave his specid ring to Joseph. The
royal seal was on this ring. Pharaoh also gave
Joseph a fine linen robe and put a gold chain
around his neck. 43Pharaoh told Joseph to ride
in the second chariot |in the parade,. Specia
guards walked ahead of Joseph's chariot and
told the people, “Bow down to Joseph.”

So Joseph became the governor over dl of
Egypt. 44Pharaoh said to him, “I am Pharaoh,
the king, ;so | will do what | want to do,. But
no other person in Egypt can lift a hand or
move afoot unless you say he can.”

45Pharaoh gave Joseph another name,
Zaphenath Paneah.* Pharaoh also gave
Joseph a wife named Asenath. She was the
daughter of Potiphera, a priest in the city of
On. So Joseph became the governor over the
whole country of Egypt.

46Joseph was 30 years old when he began
serving the king of Egypt. Joseph traveled
throughout the country of Egypt. 47During the
seven good years, the crops in Egypt grew
very well. 48And Joseph saved the food in
Egypt during those seven years. Joseph stored
the food in the cities. In every city, Joseph
stored grain that grew in the fields around the
city. 49Joseph stored very much grain. It was
like the sands of the sea. He stored so much
grainthat it could not be measured.

%0Joseph’s wife was Asenath. She was the
daughter of Potiphera, the priest in the city of
On. Before the first year of hunger came,
Joseph and Asenath had two sons. 51The first
son was named Manasseh.* Joseph named
him this because Joseph said, “God made me

Zaphenath Paneah This Egyptian name probably means
“sustainer of life,” but it is like Hebrew words meaning “a
person who explains secret things.”

Manasseh  Thisislike the Hebrew word meaning “to forget.”
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forget all of the troubles | have had, and
everything about my home.” 52Joseph named
the second son Ephraim.* Joseph gave him
this name because Joseph said, “I had great
troubles, but God has made me successful in
everything.”

The Time of Hunger Begins

S3For seven years, people had al the food
they needed. But then those years ended.
S4And the seven years of hunger began, just
like Joseph had said. No food grew anywhere
in any of the countries in that area. But in
Egypt, people had plenty to eat! Why?
Because Joseph had stored the grain. 55The
time of hunger began, and the people cried to
Pharaoh for food. Pharaoh said to the
Egyptian people, “ Go ask Joseph what to do.”

56There was famine* everywhere, so
Joseph gave the people grain from the
warehouses. Joseph sold the stored grain to
the people of Egypt. The famine was bad in
Egypt. S7But the famine was bad everywhere!
So people from the countries around Egypt
had to come to Egypt to buy grain.

The Dreams Come True

42 . The famine* was also bad in Canaan,,
But Jacob learned that there was grain
in Egypt. So Jacob said to his sons, “Why are
we gitting here doing nothing? 2| heard there
isgrain in Egypt for sdle. So let’s go there to
buy grain. Then we can live instead of just
|etting ourselves die!”

330 ten of Joseph’s brothers went to Egypt
to buy grain. 4Jacob did not send Benjamin.
(Benjamin was Joseph’s only full brother.*)
Jacob was afraid that something bad might
happen to Benjamin.

5The famine was very bad in Canaan, so
there were many people from Canaan who
went to Egypt to buy grain. Among them were
the sons of 1srael.

Ephraim Thisis like the Hebrew word meaning “twice
fruitful.”

famine A time when there is no rain and no crops can grow.
People and animals often die from lack of food and water.

full brother Literally, “brother.” Joseph and Benjamin had the
same mother.
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6Joseph was the governor of Egypt at the
time. And Joseph was the man who checked
the sale of grain to people who came to Egypt.
S0, Joseph’s brothers came to him and bowed
before him. 7Joseph saw his brothers. Joseph
recognized them, but he acted like he didn’t
know them. He was rude when he spoke to
them. He said, “Where do you come from?’

The brothers answered, “We come from
the land of Canaan. We have come here to
buy food.”

8Joseph knew that these men were his
brothers. But they did not know who he was.
9And Joseph remembered the dreams that he
had dreamed about his brothers.

Joseph Calls His Brothers Spies

Joseph said to his brothers, “You have not
come to buy food! You are spies. You came
to learn where we are wegk.”

10But the brothers said to him, “No, sir! We
come as your servants. We have come only to
buy food. We are al brothers—we al have
the same father. We are honest men. We have
come only to buy food.”

12Then Joseph said to them, “No! You have
cometo learn where we are weak.”

13And the brothers said, “No! We are dll
brothers. There are twelve brothers in our
family. We all have the same father. Our
youngest brother is still at home with our
father. And the other brother died along time
ago. We are like servants before you. We are
from the land of Canaan.”

14But Joseph said to them, “No! | can see |
am right. You are spies. 15But | will let you
prove that you are telling the truth. In the name
of Pharaoh, | swear that | won't let you go until
your youngest brother comes here. 61|l let one
of you go back and bring your youngest
brother here to me while the others will stay
herein prison. We will seeif you are telling the
truth. But | believe you are spies.” 17Then
Joseph put them dl in prison for three days.

Simeon Kept as a Hostage

18After three days, Joseph said to them, “I
am a God-fearing man! Do this, and | will let
you live. 29If you are really honest men, then
one of your brothers can stay here in prison.
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And the others can go and carry grain back to
your people. 20But then you must bring your
youngest brother back here to me. Then | will
know that you are telling the truth and you
won't haveto die.”

The brothers agreed to this. 2They said to
each other, “We are being punished for the
bad thing we did to our younger brother
Joseph. We saw the trouble he was in. He
begged us to save him. But we refused to
listen. So now we arein trouble.”

22Then Reuben said to them, “I told you
not to do anything bad to that boy. But you
refused to listen to me. So now we are being
punished for his death.”

23 Joseph was using an interpreter to talk to
his brothers. So the brothers did not know that
Joseph understood their language. But Joseph
heard and understood everything they said.
24 Their words made Joseph very sad.; So
Joseph left them and cried. After a short time,
Joseph went back to them. He took Simeon,
one of the brothers, and tied him while the
other brothers watched. 25Joseph told some
servants to fill their bags with grain. The
brothers gave Joseph the money for this grain.
But Joseph didn’t keep the money. He put the
money in their bags of grain. Then Joseph
gave them things they would need for their
trip back home.

2650 the brothers put the grain on their
donkeys and left. 27That night the brothers
stopped at a place to spend the night. One of
the brothers opened his sack to get some grain
for his donkey. And there in the sack, he saw
his money! 28He said to the other brothers,
“Look! Hereisthe money | paid for the grain.
Someone put the money back in my sack!”
The brothers were very scared. They said to
one another, “What is God doing to us?’

The Brothers Report to Jacob

29The brothers went back to their father
Jacob in the land of Canaan. They told Jacob
about everything that had happened. 30They
said, “The governor of that country spoke
rudely to us. He thought that we were spies!
31But we told him that we weren't spies, we
were honest men! 32We told him that we were
twelve brothers. We told him about our father,
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and we told him about our youngest brother
who was still at homein Canaan.

33*Then the governor of that country said
thisto us, ‘Hereisaway to prove that you are
honest men: Leave one of your brothers here
with me. Take your grain back to your
families. 34Then bring your youngest brother
to me. Then | will know if you are honest
men, or if you were sent from an army to
destroy us. If you are telling the truth, I will
give your brother back to you. | will give him
to you, and you will be free to buy grain in
our country.””

35Then the brothers started taking the grain
out of their sacks. And every brother found
his bag of money in his sack of grain. The
brothers and their father saw the money and
they were scared.

36Jacob said to them, “Do you want me to
lose all of my children? Joseph is gone.
Simeon is gone. And now you want to take
Benjamin away too!”

37But Reuben said to his father, “Father,
you may kill my two sons if | don’t bring
Benjamin back to you. Trust me. | will bring
Benjamin back to you.”

38But Jacob said, “I will not let Benjamin
go with you. His brother is dead, and he is the
only son left from my wife Rachel. It would
kill me if anything happened to him during
the trip to Egypt. You would send me to the
grave* avery sad, old man.”

Jacob Lets Benjamin go to Egypt

43The time of hunger was very bad in
that country. 2The people ate all the
grain they had brought from Egypt. When that
grain was gone, Jacob said to his sons, “Go to
Egypt and buy some more grain for usto eat.”

3But Judah said to Jacob, “But the governor
of that country warned us. He said, ‘If you
don’t bring your brother back to me, then | will
refuse to talk to you." 4If you will send
Benjamin with us, then we can go down and
buy grain. SBut if you refuse to send Benjamin,
then we will not go. That man warned us to not
come back without him.”

grave Literaly, “Sheol,” the place for people after death.
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6lsrael (Jacob) said, “Why did you tell him
you had another brother? Why did you do
such abad thing to me?”

The brothers answered, “That man asked
lots of questions. He wanted to know all about
us and about our family. He asked us, ‘1s your
father still alive? Do you have another brother
a home? We only answered his questions.
We didn’t know he would ask us to bring our
brother to him!”

8Then Judah said to his father Israel, “Let
Benjamin go with me. | will take care of him.
We have to go to Egypt to get food. If we
don't go, then we will al die, including our
children. 91 will make sure he is safe. | will be
responsible for him. If | don’t bring him back
to you, then you can blame me forever. 10If
you had let us go before, we could already
have made two trips for food.”

UThen their father Israel said, “If itisrealy
true, then take Benjamin with you. But take
some gifts to the governor. Take some of the
things we have been able to gather in our land.
Take him some honey, pistachio nuts,
amonds, gum, and myrrh.* 12Take twice as
much money with you this time. Take the
money that was given back to you after you
paid last time. Maybe the governor made a
mistake. 13Take Benjamin, and go back to the
man. 14 pray that God All-Powerful will help
you when you stand before the governor. |
pray that he will let Benjamin, and also
Simeon, come back safely. If not, | will again
be sad from losing my son.”

1580 the brothers took the gifts to give to
the governor. And the brothers took twice as
much money with them as they took the first
time. This time, Benjamin went with the
brothers to Egypt.

The Brothers At Joseph’s House

16ln Egypt, Joseph saw Benjamin with
them. Joseph said to his servant, “Bring those
men into my house. Kill an animal and cook
it. Those men will eat with me a noon today.”
1TThe servant did as he was told. He brought
the men into Joseph’s house.

gum and myrrh  The sap from certain plants. This was used to
make expensive perfumes and incense.
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18The brothers were scared when they were
taken to Joseph's house. They said, “We have
been brought here because of the money that
was put back in our sacks the last time. They
will use that as proof against us. And they
will steal our donkeys and make us laves.”

19So0 the brothers went to the servant in
charge of Joseph’s house. 20They said, “Sir, |
promise this is the truth: The last time we
came, we came to buy food. 21-220n the way
home, we opened our sacks and found our
money in every sack. We don’t know how it
got there. But we brought that money with us
to give it back to you. And we have brought
more money to pay for the food that we want
to buy thistime.”

23But the servant answered, “Don’t be
afraid; believe me. Your God, the God of
your father, must have put the money in your
sack as a gift. | remember that you paid me
for the grain the last time.”

Then the servant brought Simeon out of the
prison. 24The servant led the men into
Joseph’s house. He gave them water. And
they washed their feet. Then he gave their
donkeys food to eat.

25The brothers heard that they were going
to eat with Joseph. So they worked until noon
preparing their giftsfor him,

26 Joseph came home, and the brothers gave
him the gifts that they had brought with them.
Then they bowed down on the ground in front
of him.

27Joseph asked them how they were doing.
Joseph said, “How is your elderly father you
told me about. Is he still aive and well?”

28The brothers answered, “Yes sir, our
father is still aive.” And they again bowed
before Joseph.

Joseph Sees His Brother Benjamin

29Then Joseph saw his brother, Benjamin.
(Benjamin and Joseph had the same mother.)
Joseph said, “Is this your youngest brother
that you told me about?” Then Joseph said to
Benjamin, “God bless you, my son!”

30Then Joseph ran from the room. Joseph
wanted very much to show his brother
Benjamin that he loved him. He felt like
crying, (but he didn't want his brothers to see
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him crying;. So Joseph ran to his room and
cried there. 31Then Joseph washed his face
and came out. He took control of himself and
said, “Now it istimeto eat.”

32The servants seated Joseph at a table by
himself. His brothers were at another table by
themselves. And the Egyptians were at table
by themselves. The Egyptians believed that it
was wrong for them to eat with Hebrews.
33Joseph’s brothers sat at a table in front of
him. The brothers were sitting in order, from
the oldest brother to the youngest. All the
brothers kept looking at each other,
wondering what was happening. 34Servants
were taking food from Joseph’s table and
bringing it to them. But the servants gave
Benjamin five times more than the others. The
brothers continued to eat and drink there with
Joseph until they were aimost drunk.

Joseph Sets a Trap

Then Joseph gave a command to his
servant. Joseph said, “Fill the men's
sacks with as much grain as they can carry.
And put each man’s money into his sack with
the grain. 2Put the youngest brother’s money in
his sack too. But also put my specia silver cup
inhissack.” So the servant obeyed Joseph.
3Early the next morning, the brothers and
their donkeys were sent back to their country.
4After they had left the city, Joseph said to his
servant, “Go and follow the men. Stop them
and say to them, ‘We were good to you! So
why have you been bad to us? Why did you
steal my master’'s silver cup? SMy master
drinks from that cup and he uses it to learn
secret things. What you did was wrong!””
6S0 the servant obeyed. He rode out to the
brothers and stopped them. The servant said
the things to them that Joseph told him to say.
/But the brothers said to the servant, “Why
does the governor say these things? We
wouldn't do anything like that! 8We brought
back the money that we found in our sacks
before. So surely we wouldn't steal silver or
gold from your master’s house. 9If you find
that silver cup in any of our sacks, then let
that man die. You can kill him, and we will be
your slaves.”
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10The servant said, “We will do asyou say.
But I will not kill the man., If | find the silver
cup, then that man will be my slave. The
otherswill befree”

The Trap Is Sprung; Benjamin Is Caught

1Then every brother quickly opened his
sack on the ground. 12The servant started
looking in the sacks. He started with the ol dest
brother and ended with the youngest. He
found the cup in Benjamin's sack. 13The
brothers were very sad. They tore their clothes
to show their sadness. They put their sacks
back on the donkeys and went back to the city.

14Judah and his brothers went back to
Joseph’s house. Joseph was still there. The
brothers fell to the ground and bowed down
before him. 15Joseph said to them, “Why have
you done this? Didn't you know that | have a
specia way of |earning secrets. No person can
do this better than me!”

16Judah said, “Sir, there is nothing we can
say! There is no way to explain. There is no
way to show that we are not guilty. God has
judged us guilty for something elsewe did. So
al of us, even Benjamin, will be your dlaves.”

17But Joseph said, “I will not make you al
dlaves! Only the man who stole the cup will
be my slave. You others can go in peace to
your father.”

Judah Pleads for Benjamin

18Then Judah went to Joseph and said, “ Sir,
please let me speak plainly with you. Please
don’t be angry with me. | know that you are
like Pharaoh himself. 19When we were here
before, you asked us, ‘Do you have afather or
a brother? 20And we answered you, ‘We
have a father—he is an old man. And we have
a young brother. Our father loves that son
because he was born while our father was old.
And that young son’s brother is dead. So this
IS the only son that is left born from that
mother. Our father loves him very much.’
21Then you said to us, ‘Then bring that
brother to me. | want to see him.” 22And we
said to you, ‘That young boy can't come. He
can't leave his father. If his father loses him,
then his father would be so sad that he would
die.” 23But you said to us, “You must bring
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your youngest brother or | will not sell you
grain again.” 24So we went back to our father
and told him what you said.

25 ater, our father said, ‘Go back and buy
us some more food.” 26And we said to our
father, *‘We can’'t go without our youngest
brother. The governor said he will not sell us
grain again until he sees our youngest
brother.” 2/'Then my father said to us, ‘You
know that my wife Rachel gave me two sons.
28 |et one son go away, and he waskilled by a
wild animal. And | haven't seen him since.
29If you take my other son away from me, and
something happens to him, then I will be sad
enough to die.” 30Now, imagine what will
happen when we go home without our
youngest brother—that boy is the most
important thing in our father’s life! 310ur
father will dieif he seesthat the boy isn’t with
us—and it will be our fault! We will send our
father to his grave avery sad man!

32“| took responsibility for the young boy. |
told my father, ‘If | don’t bring him back to
you, then you can blame me adl my life.” 33So
now | beg you, please let the boy go back with
his brothers. And | will stay and be your save.
34 can't go back to my father if the boy is not
with me. | am very afraid of what would

happen to my father.”
4 Joseph could not control himself any
longer. He cried in front of all the
people who were there. Joseph said, “Tell
everyone to leave here” So dl the people left.
Only the brothers were left with Joseph. Then
Joseph told them who he was. 2Joseph
continued to cry, and al the Egyptian people
in Pharaoh’s house heard it. 3Joseph said to
his brothers, “I am your brother Joseph. Is my
father doing well?” But the brothers did not
answer him. They were confused and scared.
4S0 Joseph said to his brothers again,
“Come here to me. | beg you, come here.” So
the brothers went close to Joseph. And Joseph
said to them, “I am your brother Joseph. | am
the one you sold as a ave to Egypt. SNow,
don’t be worried. Don’t be angry with
yourselves for what you did. It was God’s
plan for me to come here. | am here to save

Joseph Tells Who He Is
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your life. 6This terrible time of hunger has
continued for two years now. And there will
be five more years without planting or
harvest. 7So God sent me here ahead of you
so that | can save your people in this country.
81t wasn't your fault that | was sent here. It
was God's plan. God made me like a father to
Pharaoh. | am the governor over al his house
and over al of Egypt.”

Israel Invited to Egypt

9Joseph said, “Hurry up and go to my
father. Tell him his son Joseph sent this

message.”

God made me the governor of Egypt. So
come here to me. Don't wait. Come
now. 10You can live near me in the land
of Goshen. You, your children, your
grandchildren, and all of your animals
are welcome here. 11 will take care of
you during the next five years of hunger.
So you and your family will not lose
everything you own.

12Joseph told his brothers, “Surely you can
see that | really am Joseph. Even my brother
Benjamin knows it is me, your brother,
talking to you. 13So tell my father about the
honor | have received here in Egypt. Tell him
about everything you have seen here. Now
hurry, go bring my father back to me.” 14Then
Joseph hugged his brother Benjamin, and they
both began crying. 15Then Joseph kissed all
his brothers and cried on them. After this, the
brothers began talking with him.

16Pharaoh learned that Joseph's brothers
had come to him. This news spread al through
Pharaoh’s house. Pharaoh and his servants
were very excited! 17Pharaoh told Joseph,
“Tell your brothers to take al the food they
need and go back to the land of Canaan. 8Tell
them to bring your father and their families
back here to me. | will give you the best land
in Egypt to live on. And your family can eat
the best food we have here.” 19Then the
Pharaoh said, “Also give your brothers some
of our best wagons. Tell them to go to Canaan
and bring your father and al the women and
children back in the wagons. 20Don’t worry
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about bringing al of their belongings. We can
give them the best of Egypt.”

2150 the sons of Israel did this. Joseph gave
them good wagons like the Pharaoh had
promised. And Joseph gave them enough food
for their trip. 22Joseph gave each brother a
suit of beautiful clothes. But Joseph gave
Benjamin five suits of beautiful clothes. And
Joseph also gave Benjamin 300 pieces of
silver. 23Joseph also sent gifts to his father.
He sent ten donkeys with bags full of many
good things from Egypt. And he sent ten
female donkeys full of grain, bread, and other
food for his father on his trip back. 24Then
Joseph told his brothers to go. And while they
were leaving, Joseph said to them, “Go
straight home. And don't fight on the way.”

2530 the brothers left Egypt and went to
their father in the land of Canaan. 26The
brothers told him, “Father, Joseph is still
aivel And he is the governor over the whole
country of Egypt.”

Thelr father did not know what to think. At
first he didn't believe them. 2/But then they
told him everything Joseph had said. And
Jacob saw the wagons Joseph had sent for him
to bring him back to Egypt. Then Jacob
became excited and very, very happy. 28lsrael
said, “Now | believe you. My son Joseph is
gtill aive! | am going to see him before | die!”
4 So Israel began his trip to Egypt. First

|srael went to Beersheba. There, Israel
worshiped God, the God of his father 1saac.
He offered sacrifices.* 2During the night, God
spoke to Isragl in a dream. God said, “ Jacob,
Jacob.”

And Israel answered, “Herel am.”

3Then God said, “I am God, the God of
your father. Don't be afraid to go to Egypt. In
Egypt | will make you a great nation. 4l will
go to Egypt with you. And | will bring you
out of Egypt again. You will diein Egypt, but
Joseph will be with you. His own hands will
close your eyeswhen you die.”

God Assures Israel

sacrifice(s) A gift to God. Usualy it was a specia animal that
waskilled and burned on an altar.
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Israel Goes to Egypt

SThen Jacob |eft Beersheba and traveled to
Egypt. His sons, the sons of Israel, brought
their father, their wives, and al their children
to Egypt. They traveled in the wagons the
Pharaoh had sent. 6They also had their cattle
and al the things that they owned in the land
of Canaan. So Israel went to Egypt with all
his children and his family. 7With him were
his sons and his grandsons, his daughters and
his granddaughters. All of his family went
with him into Egypt.

Jacob’s Family

8Here are the names of Isragl’s* sons and
family that went into Egypt with him:

Reuben was Jacob'’s first son. 9Reuben’'s
sons were Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi.

10Simeon’ s sons were Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad,
Jakin, and Zohar. There was also Shaul.
(Shaul was born from a Canaanite woman.)

11 evi’s sons were Gershon, Kohath, and
Merari.

12Judah’s sons were Er, Onan, Shelah,
Perez, and Zerah. (Er and Onan died while
gtill in Canaan.) Perez's sons were Hezron
and Hamul.

13|ssachar’s sons were Tola, Puah, Job, and
Shimron.

147 ebulun’s sons were Sered, Elon, and
Jahled!.

15Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar,
and Zebulun were Jacob's sons from his wife
Leah. Leah had those sons in Paddan Aram.
She also had a daughter named, Dinah. There
were 33 peoplein this family.

16Gad's sons were Zephon, Haggi, Shuni,
Ezbon, Eri, Arodi, and Areli.

17Asher’s sons were Imnah, Ishvah, Isvi,
Beriah, and their sister, Serah. Also there
were Beriah's sons, Heber and Malkiel.

18A|l those were Jacob’s sons from his
wife's servant, Zilpah. (Zilpah was the maid
that Laban had given to his daughter Leah.)
There were 16 peopleinthis family.

Israel  Another name for Jacob. This name means “he fights for
God" or “hefightswith God.”
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19Benjamin was aso with Jacob. Benjamin
was Jacob and Rachel’s son. (Joseph was also
Rachel’s son, |but Joseph was already in
Egypt;.

20In Egypt, Joseph had two sons, Manasseh
and Ephraim. (Joseph’s wife was Asenath,
the daughter of Potiphera, the priest in the
city of On.)

21Benjamin’s sons were Bela, Beker,
Ashbel, Gera, Naaman, Ehi, Rosh, Muppim,
Huppim, and Ard.

22Those were the sons of Jacob from his
wife Rachel. There were 14 people in this
family.

23Dan’s son was Hushim.

24Naphtali’s sons were Jahziel, Guni, Jezer,
and Shillem.

25Those were the sons of Jacob and Bilhah.
(Bilhah was the maid that Laban had given to
his daughter Rachel.) There were seven
peoplein this family.

26The total number of Jacob’s direct
descendants* that went with him to Egypt was
66 people. (The wives of Jacob’s sons were
not counted in this number.) 27Also, there
were the two sons of Joseph. They had been
born in Egypt. So there was a total of 70
peoplein Jacob’s family in Egypt.

Israel Arrives in Egypt

28Jacob sent Judah ahead to speak to Joseph
first. Judah went to Joseph in the land of
Goshen. Then Jacob and his people followed
into that land. 2%Joseph learned that his father
was coming. So Joseph prepared his chariot
and went out to meet Israel, his father, in
Goshen. When Joseph saw his father, he
hugged his neck and cried for along time.

30Then Israel said to Joseph, “Now | can
diein peace. | have seen your face and | know
that you are still alive.”

3LJoseph said to his brothers and to the rest
of his father’s family, “I will go and tell
Pharaoh that you are here. | will say to
Pharaoh, ‘My brothers and the rest of my
father's family have left the land of Canaan
and have come here to me. 32They are afamily

descendants A person’s children and their future families.
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of shepherds. They have always kept sheep
and cattle. They have brought al their animals
and everything they own with them.” 33When
Pharaoh calls you, he will ask, ‘What work do
you do? 34You tell him, ‘We are shepherds.
All our lives we have been shepherds. And our
ancestors* were shepherds before us.” Then
Pharaoh will alow you to live in the land of
Goshen. Egyptian people don't like shepherds,
s0itisbetter that you stay in Goshen.”
4 Joseph went in to Pharaoh and said,
“My father and my brothers and all
their families are here. They have all their
animals and everything they own from the
land of Canaan with them. They are now in
the land of Goshen.” 2Joseph chose five of his
brothers to be with him before the Pharaoh.
3Pharaoh said to the brothers, “What work
do you do?

The brothers said to Pharaoh, “Sir, we are
shepherds. And our ancestors* were shepherds
before us.” 4They said to Pharaoh, “The time
of hunger is very bad in Canaan. There are no
fields left with grass for our animals. So we
have come to live in this land. We ask you to
pleaselet uslivein Goshen.”

SThen Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Y our father
and your brothers have come to you. 6You
can choose any place in Egypt for them to
live. Give your father and your brothers the
best land. Let them live in the land of Goshen.
And if they are skilled shepherds, then they
can aso care for my cattle.”

"Then Joseph called his father Jacob to
come in to meet Pharaoh. Jacob blessed
Pharaoh. 8And Pharaoh said to him, “How old
aeyou?'

9Jacob said to Pharaoh, “I have had a short
life with many troubles. | have lived only 130
years. My father and his ancestors® lived to
be much older than | am.”

10Jacob blessed Pharaoh. Then Jacob left
from his meeting with Pharaoh.

11Joseph did what Pharaoh said and gave
his father and brothers land in Egypt. It was

Israel Settles in Goshen

ancestors  Literally, “fathers.” This means a person’s parents,
grandparents, and al the people they are descended from.
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the best land in Egypt, ,in the eastern part of
the country, in the land of Rameses. 12Joseph
also gave his father, his brothers, and al their
people the food that they needed.

Joseph Buys Land for Pharaoh

13The time of hunger became worse. There
was no food anywhere in the land. Egypt and
Canaan became very poor because of this bad
time. 14People in the land bought more and
more grain. Joseph saved the money and
brought it to Pharaoh’s house. 15After some
time, the people in Egypt and Canaan had no
money left. They had spent all their money to
buy grain. So the people of Egypt went to
Joseph and said, “Please give us food. Our
money is gone. If we don't eat, we will die
while you are watching.”

16But Joseph answered, “Give me your
cattle, and | will give you food.” 17So the
people used their cattle and horses and all their
other animals to buy food. And that year,
Joseph gave them food and took their animals.

18But the next year, people had no animals
and nothing to buy food with. So the people
went to Joseph and said, “You know that we
have no money left. And all our animals
belong to you. So we have nothing left—only
what you see—our bodies and our land.
19Surely we will die while you are watching.
But if you give us food, then we will give
Pharaoh our land, and we will be his daves.
Give us seed so that we can plant. Then we
will live and not die. And the land will grow
food for usagain.”

20S0 Joseph bought al the land in Egypt for
Pharaoh. All the people in Egypt sold Joseph
their fields. They did this because they were
very hungry. 22And all the people became
slaves of Pharaoh. Everywhere in Egypt,
people were Pharaoh’s daves. 22The only |and
Joseph didn't buy was the land that the priests
owned. The priests didn’t need to sell their
land because Pharaoh paid them for their work.
So they used this money to buy food to edt.

23Joseph said to the people, “Now | have
bought you and your land for Pharaoh. So |
will give you seed, and you can plant your
fields. 24At harvest time, you must give one
fifth of your crops to Pharaoh. You can keep
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four-fifths for yourselves. You can use the
seed you keep for food and planting the next
year. Now you can feed your families and
your children.”

25The people said, “You have saved our
lives. We are happy to be slaves to Pharaoh.”

2650 Joseph made a law at that time in the
land. And that law still continues today. The
law says that one fifth of everything from the
land belongs to the Pharaoh. The Pharaoh
owns al the land. The only land he doesn’t
own istheland of the priests.

“Don’t Bury Me in Egypt”

27l srael (Jacob) stayed in Egypt. He lived
in the land of Goshen. His family grew and
became very large. They got that land in
Egypt and did very well.

28Jacob lived in Egypt 17 years. So Jacob
was 147 years old. 29The time came when
|srael (Jacob) knew he would soon die, so he
called his son Joseph to him. He said, “If you
love me, then put your hand under my leg and
make a promise.* Promise that you will do
what | say and that you will be truthful with
me. When | die, don't bury me in Egypt.
30Bury me in the place where my ancestorst
are buried. Carry me out of Egypt and bury
mein our family grave.”

Joseph answered, “I promise that | will do
what you say.”

3IThen Jacob said, “Make a vow to me.”
And Joseph vowed to him that he would do
this. Then Israel (Jacob) laid his head back

down on the bed.*

4 Some time later, Joseph learned that
his father was very sick. So Joseph

took his two sons Manasseh and Ephraim and

went to his father. 2When Joseph arrived,

Blessings for Manasseh and Ephraim

put your hand ... makea promise This showed that this was
a very important promise and that Jacob trusted Joseph to
keep his promise.

ancestors  Literally, “fathers.” This means a person’s parents,
grandparents, and &l the people they are descended from.

Then Israel ... onthebed Or, “Then Israel worshiped on the
head of this staff.” The Hebrew word for “staff” is like the
word for “bed.” And the word for “worship” also means to
“bow down” or “lie down.”
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someone told Israel, “Your son Joseph has
come to see you.” Israel was very weak, but
hetried hard and sat up in his bed.

3Then Israel said to Joseph, “God All-
Powerful appeared to me at Luz in the land of
Canaan. God blessed me there. 4God said to
me, ‘I will make you a great family. | will
give you many children and you will be a
great people. Your family will own this land
forever.” SAnd now you have two sons. These
two sons were born here in the country of
Egypt before | came. Y our two sons Ephraim
and Manasseh will be like my own sons. They
will be the same as Reuben and Simeon to me.
6S0 these two boys will be my sons. They will
share in everything | own. But if you have
other sons, they will be your sons. But they
will also be like sons to Ephraim and
Manasseh—that is, in the future, they will
share in everything that Ephraim and
Manasseh own. 7On the trip from Paddan
Aram, Rachel died. This made me very sad.
She died in the land of Canaan. We were till
traveling toward Ephrath. | buried her there on
the road to Ephrath. (Ephrath is Bethlehem.)”

8Then Israel saw Joseph's sons. Isragl said,
“Who are these boys?”

9Joseph said to his father, “These are my
sons. These are the boys God gave me.”

Isragl said, “Bring your sons to me. | will
blessthem.”

10lsrael was old and his eyes were not good.
So Joseph brought the boys close to his father.
Israel kissed and hugged the boys. 11Then
Israel said to Joseph, “I never thought | would
see your face again. But look! God has let me
see you and your children.”

12Then Joseph took the boys off of Isragl’s
lap and they bowed down in front of his
father. 13Joseph put Ephraim on his right side
and Manasseh on his left side. (So Ephraim
was on |srael’ s |eft side, and Manasseh was on
Israel’s right side.) 14But Israel crossed his
hands and put his right hand on the head of
the younger boy Ephraim. Then Isragl put his
left hand on the head of the older boy
Manasseh. He had his |eft hand on Manasseh,
even though Manasseh was firstborn. 15And
Israel blessed Joseph and said,
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“My ancestors* Abraham and Isaac,
worshiped our God.
And that God has led me al of my life.
16 Hewasthe Angel who saved me
from al my troubles.
And | pray that he will blessthese boys.
Now these boys will have my name
and the name of our ancestors,
Abraham and | saac.
| pray that they will grow to become
great familiesand nations on earth.”

17Joseph saw that his father put his right
hand on Ephraim’s head. This didn’t make
Joseph happy. Joseph took his father’s hand.
He wanted to move it from Ephraim’s head
and put it on Manasseh's head. 18Joseph said
to his father, “You have your right hand on
the wrong boy. Manasseh is the firstborn. Put
your right hand on him!”

19But his father argued and said, “I know,
son. | know. Manasseh is the firstborn. And he
will be great. He will also be the father of
many people. But the younger brother will be
greater than the older brother. And the
younger brother’s family will be much larger.”

2080 | srael blessed them that day. He said,

“The people of Isragl will use your names
whenever they bless someone.
They will say,
“May God make you like
Ephraim and Manasseh.”

In this way, Israel made Ephraim greater
than Manasseh.

21Then Israel said to Joseph, “Look, my
timeto dieisamogt here. But God will till be
with you. He will lead you back to the land of
your ancestors*. 22| have given you something
that | did not give your brothers. | give you the
mountain that | won from the Amorite people.
| used my sword and bow to fight for that
mountain. And | won.”

ancestors  Literaly, “fathers.” This means a person’s parents,
grandparents, and al the people they are descended from.
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Jacob Blesses His Sons 10 Men from Judah's family will be kings.
4 Then Jacob called al his sons to him. Thesign that hisfamily rules
He said, “All my sons, come here to will not leave his family,
me. | will tell you what will happen in the before the real king comes.*
future. Then many people will obey
u , and serve him.
? (L:%tme ttogletf%r and "?t;?{ sonsof Jacob. 11 Heies his donkey to agrapevine.
ISten 1o 5rael, your Tathef. He ies his young donkey to the best
grapevines.
2 R He Usesthe best wine to waeh his clothes
o érezw ! first child 12 Hiseyesarered from drinking wine.
y the rstyproof of m’y oower 2 a man His teeth are white from drinking milk.*”
Y ou were the most honored and powerful Zebulun
4 Bu(t)f gllljrmggﬁ. waslikeaflood 8 " Zebulunwill live near the sea
ygu C05| dn't control His seacoast will be a safe place
: . for ships.
Sor%)c/)umv(\;!tl Qgrt]é?egajsgn Hisland will continue asfar as
You climbed into your father's bed the city of Sicon.
Land slept with one of hiswives,. Issachar
Y ou brought shame to my bed, 1 *|sschar isl|
to the bed you ay on.” |ssachar is like a donkey who
has worked too hard.
Simeon and Levi Hewill lie down after carrying
5 * Simeon and Levi are brothers, g g aheayloal. .
They love to fight with their swords Hewill see his resting place is good.
6 They planned evil thingsin secret, Hewill see his|and is pleasant.
| will not accept their secret meetings. He will agree to work asadlave.
They killed men when they were angry. D
And they hurt animals only for fun, oo ban
7 Their anger isacurse. 16 “Dan* will judge his own people,
Itistoo strong. Iike_the other familiesof Isradl.
They aretoo cruel when they are mad 17 Danwill belike asnake
They will not get their own land a the side of the road.
intheland of Jacob. He will be like a dangerous snake
They will be spread throughout |sragl.” lying near the path.
That snake bites a horse' s foot,
Judah and the rider fallsto the ground.
o Ju?(agﬂ)\//\(/)itljlr gg?égie;so\gr' ltler?gisgs you. 18 “Lord, | am waiting for your salvation.”
Y-ou-r brOtherS wil bow down to you before the real king comes  Or, “until Shiloh comes” or *until
9 Judehislikealion. . . the man it belongs to comes’ dr “until histribute comes.”
M)gtsor(]j'you ae ![Lkea'“o; thilled Men from Judah ... milk Or, “10The ruler's sceptre will not
anaing over the animal It Kilieq. pass from between Judah’s feet before he gets what is his, that
Judahis |ikega lion. is, the peoples’ obedience. 11His young donkey will be tied to
He lies down to rest the very best grapevines. He will wash his finest clothes in
: ' wine, the blood of grapes. 12His eyes will be redder than wine,
and no one is brave enough histeeth whiter than k.

to disturb him. Dan Thisislike the Hebrew word meaning “judge.”
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Gad

19 *A group of robberswill attack* Gad.
But Gad will chase them away.”

Asher

20 *Asher’s land will grow much good food.
Hewill have food fit for aking!”

Naphtali

21 “Naphtdli islike a deer running free,
and hiswords like their beautiful babies.”

Joseph

22 * Joseph is very successful.

Joseph is like avine covered with fruit,
like avine growing by a spring,
like avine growing along afence.

23 Many people turned

and fought againgt him.

People with arrows became his enemies.
24 But hewon the fight

with his mighty bow

and his skillful arms.
He gets power

from the Mighty One of Jacob,

from the Shepherd,
the Rock of Isradl,

2 fromthe God of your father.
God blesses you.

“May God All-Powerful blessyou
and give you blessings from the sky
above,

and blessings from the deep below.

May he give you blessings
from breast and womb.

26 My parents had many good things happen
to them.

And |, your father,
was blessed even more.

Your brothers left you with nothing,
But now | pileal my blessings on you,

ashigh asamountain.”

Benjamin
21 “Benjamin islike ahungry wolf.
In the morning he kills and eats.
In the evening he shareswhat is left.”

A group of robbers will attack The Hebrew words for “group
of robbers’ and “attack” sound like the name Gad.
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28Those are the twelve families of Israel.
And those are the things their father said to
them. He gave each son a blessing that was
right for him. 29Then Israel gave them a
command. He said, “When | dig, | want to be
with my people. | want to be buried with my
ancestors* in the cave in the field of Ephron
the Hittite. 30That cave is in the field of
Machpelah near Mamre. It is in the land of
Canaan. Abraham bought that field from
Ephron so that he could have a burying place.
31Abraham and his wife Sarah are buried in
that cave. Isaac and his wife Rebekah are
buried in that cave. | buried my wife Leah in
that cave. 32That cave is in the field that was
bought from the Hittite people.” 33After Jacob
finished talking to his sons, he lay down, put

his feet back on the bed and died.
5 When Isragl died, Joseph was very sad.
He hugged his father and cried on him
and kissed him. 2Joseph commanded his
servants to prepare his father's body. (These
servants were doctors.) The doctors prepared
Jacob's body to be buried. They prepared the
body in the special way of the Egyptians.
3When the Egyptians prepared the body in
this specia way, they waited 40 days before
they buried the body. Then the Egyptians had
a pecial time of sadness for Jacob. This time
was 70 days.

4After 70 days, the time of sadness was
finished. So Joseph spoke to the Pharaoh’s
officers. Joseph said, “Please tell this to
Pharaoh: 5*'When my father was near death, |
made a promise to him. | promised that |
would bury him in a cave in the land of
Canaan. This is the cave that he prepared for
himself. So please let me go and bury my
father. Then | will come back here to you."

6Pharaoh answered, “Keep your promise.
Go and bury your father.”

S0 Joseph went to bury his father. All of
Pharaoh’s officials, Pharaoh’s elders (leaders)
and dl the elders of Egypt went with Joseph.
8All the peaplein Joseph's family, hisbrothers,

Jacoh’s Funeral

ancestors  Literally, “fathers.” This means a person’s parents,
grandparents, and al the people they are descended from.
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and dl the people in his father's family went
with him. Only the children and the animals
stayed in the land of Goshen. ‘It was a very
large group of people. There was even a group
of soldiersriding chariots and horses.

10They went to Goren Atad,* east of the
Jordan River. At this place they had a long
funeral service for Israel. This funeral service
continued for seven days. 11The people who
lived in Canaan saw the funeral service at
Goren Atad. They said, “Those Egyptians are
having a very sad service!” So now that place
across the Jordan River is named Abel
Mizraim.*

1230 Jacob's sons did what their father told
them. 13They carried his body to Canaan and
buried it in the cave a Machpelah. Thiswasthe
cave near Mamre in the field that Abraham
bought from Ephron the Hittite. Abraham
bought that cave to use asaburia place. 14After
Joseph buried his father, he and everyonein the
group with him went back to Egypt.

The Brothers Are Still Afraid of Joseph

15After Jacob died, Joseph’s brothers
became worried. They were afraid that Joseph
would still be mad at them for what they had
done years before. They said, “Maybe Joseph
still hates us for what we did.” 16So the
brothers sent this message to Joseph:

Before your father died, he told us to
give you a message. 1’He said, ‘Tell
Joseph that | beg him to please forgive
his brothers for the bad things they did to
him.” So now Joseph, we beg you, please
forgive us for the bad things we did to
you. We are the servants of God, the
God of your father.

Goren Atad Or, “Atad’s threshing floor.”
Abel Mizraim  This means “Egyptian time of sadness.”

GENESI S 50:9-26

That message made Joseph very sad, and
he cried. 18His brothers went to him and
bowed down in front of him. They said, “We
will be your servants.”

19Then Joseph said to them, “Don’t be
afraid. | am not God! || have no right to
punish you., 201t is true that you planned to do
something bad to me. But really, God was
planning good things. God's plan was to use
me to save the lives of many people. And that
Is what happened! 21So don't be afraid. | will
take care of you and your children.” In this
way, Joseph said nice things to his brothers.
This made his brothers feel good.

22Joseph continued to live in Egypt with his
father's family. Joseph died when he was 110
years old. 23During Joseph’s life, Ephraim
had children and grandchildren. And his son
Manasseh had a son named Makir. Joseph
lived to see Makir’s children.

The Death of Joseph

2A\When Joseph was near death, he said to
his brothers, “My time to die is dmost here.
But | know that God will take care of you and
lead you out of this country. God will |ead
you to the land he promised to give Abraham,
|saac, and Jacob.”

25Then Joseph asked his people to make a
promise. Joseph said, “Promise me that you
will carry my bones with you when God leads
you to that new land.”

26Joseph died in Egypt when he was 110
years old. Doctors prepared his body for
burial and put the body in a coffin in Egypt.
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Exodus

Jacob’s Family in Egypt

Jacob (Israel) traveled to Egypt with his

sons. Each son had his own family with
him. These are the sons of Israel: 2Reuben,
Simeon, Levi, Judah, 3lssachar, Zebulun,
Benjamin, 4Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher. SThere
was a total of 70 people who were direct
descendants* of Jacob. (Joseph was one of the
twelve sons, but he was aready in Egypt.)

6Later, Joseph, his brothers, and all the
people of that generation died. 7But the
people of Israel had many children, and their
number grew and grew. The people of Isral
became strong, and the country of Egypt was
filled with the | sraglites.

Trouble for the People of Israel

8Then a new king began to rule Egypt. This
king did not know Joseph. °This king said to
his people, “Look at the people of Israel.
There are too many of them! And they are
stronger than we are! 10We must make plans
to stop the Israglites from growing stronger. If
there is a war, the people of Isragl might join
our enemies. Then they might defeat us and
escape from us.”

11The Egyptian people decided to make life
hard for the people of Isragl. So the Egyptians
put slave masters over the people. These
masters forced the Isradlites to build the cities
of Pithom and Rameses for the king. The king
used these cities to store grain and other things.

12The Egyptians forced the sraglites to work
harder and harder. But the more the people of
|srael were forced to work, the more they grew
and spread. And the Egyptian people became

descendants A person’s children and their future families.

more and more afraid of the people of Isral.
13S0 the Egyptians forced the people of Isragl
towork even harder.

14The Egyptians made life hard for the
Israglites. They forced the Isralites to work
very hard making bricks and mortar. They
also forced them to work hard in the fields.
They forced them to work very hard in
everything they did.

The Nurses Who Followed God

15There were two nurses who helped the
|sraglite women give birth to children. They
were named Shiphrah and Puah. The king of
Egypt talked to the nurses. 16The king said,
“You will continue to help the Hebrew*
women give birth to their children. If a girl
baby is born, then let the baby live. But if the
baby isahboy, then you must kill him!”

17But the nurses trusted* God. So they did
not obey the king's command. They let al the
boy babieslive.

18The king of Egypt called for the nurses
and told them, “Why did you do this? Why
did you let the boy babies live?’

19The nurses said to the king, “The
Hebrew* women are much stronger than the
Egyptian women. They give hirth to their
babies before we can go to help them.”
(20-21God was happy with the nurses. So God
was good to them and allowed them to have
their own families. So the Hebrew people
continued to have more children, and the
people became very strong.)

Hebrew Or, “Israelite.” This name might also mean,
“descendants of Eber” (Gen.10:25-31) or “people from west
of the Euphrates River.”

trusted Literally, “feared” or “respected.”
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2250 Pharaoh* gave this command to his
own people: “Let dl the girl babies live. But
every time a Hebrew, boy baby is born, you
must throw him into the Nile River.”

Baby Moses

There was a man from the family of Levi.

He married a woman who was also from
the family of Levi. 2The woman became
pregnant and gave birth to a baby boy. The
mother saw how beautiful the baby was, and
she hid him for three months. 3The mother
was afraid that the baby would be found and
killed because he was a boy. After three
months, she made a basket and covered it
with tar* so that it would float. She put the
baby in the basket. Then she put the basket in
the river in the tall grass. 4The baby’s sister
stayed and watched. She wanted to see what
would happen to the baby.

SJust then, Pharaoh’s daughter went to the
river to bathe. She saw the basket in the tall
grass. Her servants were walking beside the
river. So she told one of them to go get the
basket. 6The king's daughter opened the
basket and saw a baby boy. The baby was
crying and she felt sorry for it. Then she
noticed that it was one of the Hebrew*
babies.

The baby's sister \was still hiding. She
stood and; asked the king's daughter, “ Do you
want me to go find a Hebrew* woman who
can nurse the baby and help you care for it?’

8Theking's daughter said, “Yes, please.”

So the girl went and brought the baby’s
own mother.

9The king's daughter said to the mother,
“Take this baby and feed him for me. I'll pay
you to take care of him.”

So the woman took her baby and cared for
him. 10The baby grew, and after some time,
the woman gave the baby to the king's
daughter. The king's daughter accepted the

Pharaoh A title people used for the king of Egypt. This word
means “the Great House.”

tar  Or, “pitch,” athick oil that must be heated to become liquid.

Hebrew Or, “Israglite”

EXODUS 1:22-2:19

baby as her own son. She named him Moses*
because she had pulled him from the water.

Moses Helps His People

1IMoses grew and became a man. He saw
that his own people, the Hebrews,* were
forced to work very hard. One day Moses saw
an Egyptian man beating a Hebrew man.
12Moses |ooked around and saw that no one
was watching. Then Moses killed the
Egyptian and buried him in the sand.

13The next day Moses saw two Hebrew*
men fighting each other. Moses saw that one
man was wrong. Moses said to that man,
“Why are you hurting your neighbor?”

14The man answered, “Did anyone say you
could be our ruler and judge? No! Tell me,
will you kill me like you killed the Egyptian
yesterday* 7’

Then Moses was afraid. Moses thought to
himself, “Now everyone knows what | did.”

15Pharaoh heard about what Moses did, so
he decided to kill Moses. But Moses ran away
from Pharaoh. Moses went to the land of
Midian.

Moses in Midian

Moses stopped near a well in Midian.
16There was a priest in Midian who had seven
daughters. Those girls came to that well to get
water for their father's sheep. They were
trying to fill the water trough with water.
17But there were some shepherds there who
chased the girls away and would not let them
get water. So Moses helped the girls and gave
water to their animals.

18Then they went back to their father,
Reuel * Their father said to them, “You have
come home early today!”

19The girls answered, “Yes, sir. The
shepherds tried to chase us away, but an
Egyptian man helped us. He got water for us
and gave it to our animals.”

Moses This name is like a Hebrew word meaning “to pull or
draw out.”

yesterday Thisword is in the ancient Greek tranlation, but not
inthe Hebrew text.

Reuel Heisaso called Jethro.
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20S0 Reuel said to his daughters, “Where is
this man? Why did you leave him? Go invite
him to eat with us.”

21Moses was happy to stay with that man.
Reuel let Moses marry his daughter, Zipporah.
22Zipporah became pregnant and had a son.
Moses named him Gershom.* Moses gave his
son this name because Moses was a stranger
inaland that was not his own.

God Decides to Help Israel

237 long time passed and that king of Egypt
died. But the people of Israel were till forced
to work very hard. They cried for help, and
God heard them. 24God heard their prayers,
and he remembered the agreement he made
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 25God saw
the troubles of the people of Israel, and he
knew that he would soon help them,.

The Burning Bush

Moses' father-in-law was named Jethro.*

Jethro was a priest of Midian. Moses took
care of Jethro’s sheep. One day, Moses led the
sheep to the west side of the desert. Moses
went to a mountain called Horeb (Snai), the
mountain of God. 20n that mountain, Moses
saw the Angel of the Lord in a burning bush.
.This is how it happened.; Moses saw a bush
that was burning without being destroyed. 3So
Moses decided to go closer to the bush and
see how a bush could continue burning
without being destroyed.

4The Lord saw Moses was coming to look
a the bush. So God caled to Moses from the
bush. God said, “Moses, Moses!”

Mosessaid, “Yes, Lord.”

SThen the Lord said, “Don’t come any
closer. Take off your sandals. You are
standing on holy ground. 6l am the God of
your ancestors.* | am the God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”

Moses covered his face because he was
araid tolook a God.

Gershom  Thisis like the Hebrew words meaning “a stranger
there”

Jethro Heisalso called Reuel.

ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents,
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.
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"Then the Lord said, “I have seen the
troubles my people have suffered in Egypt.
And | have heard their cries when the
Egyptians hurt them. | know about their pain.
8Now | will go down and save my people
from the Egyptians. | will take them from that
land. And | will lead them to a good land
where they can be free from troubles* It isa
land filled with many good things.* Many
different people live in that land: the
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the
Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9l
have heard the cries of the people of Isradl. |
have seen the way the Egyptians have made
life hard for them. 10So now | am sending you
to Pharaoh. Go! Lead my people, the people
of Israel, out of Egypt!”

11But Moses said to God, “I am not a great
man! How can | be the person to go to
Pharaoh and lead the people of Israel out of
Egypt?’

12God said, “You can do it because | will
be with you! This will be the proof that | am
sending you: After you lead the people out of
Egypt, you will come and worship me on this
mountain!”

13Then Moses said to God, “But if | go to
the people of Israel and say to them, ‘The
God of your ancestors* sent me,” then the
people will ask, “What is his name? What
should | tell them?’

14Then God said to Moses, “ Tell them,
‘I AM WHO | AM.”* When you go to the
people of Israel, tell them, ‘I AM” sent me to
you.”

15God also said to Moses, “This is what
you should tell the people: “YAHWEH* is the
God of your ancestors,* the God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. My
name will always be YAHWEH. That is how
the people will know me for generations and

land ... troubles Literally, “aspaciousland.”

land filled with many good things Literally, “aland flowing
with milk and honey.”

| AM WHO | AM  The Hebrew words are like the name
Y AHWEH (“Lord").

YAHweH This name, usually translated “Lord,” is like the
Hebrew word meaning, “Heis” or “He makes things exist.”
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generations to come.’ Tell the people,)
“Y AHWEH has sent me to you!"”

16, The Lord also said,, “Go and gather
together the elders (leaders) of the people
and tell them, “YAHweH,* the God of your
ancestors,* has appeared to me. The God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob spoke to me. The
Lord says: | have been watching over you
and | have seen the things that people did to
you in Egypt. 17/And | have decided that |
will take you from the troubles you are
suffering in Egypt. | will lead you to the land
that now belongs to many different people:
the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites,
the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites.
| will lead you to a land filled with many
good things.*’

18“The elders (leaders) will listen to you.
And then you and the elders (Ieaders) will go
to the king of Egypt. You will tell him that
‘Y Anwer* is the God of the Hebrew* people.
Our God came to usand told usto travel three
days into the desert. There we must offer
sacrifices* to Y AHweH our God.

19*But | know that the king of Egypt will
not let you go. Only a great power will force
him to let you go. 20So | will use my great
power against Egypt. | will cause amazing
things to happen in that land. After | do this,
he will let you go. 22And | will cause the
Egyptian people to be kind to the people of
Israel. The Egyptians will give many gifts to
your people when they leave Egypt.

22°All of the Hebrew* women will ask
their Egyptian neighbors and the Egyptian
women living in their houses for gifts. And
those Egyptian women will give them gifts of
silver, gold, and fine clothing. Then you will
put those gifts on your children. In this way,
you will take away the wealth of the
Egyptians.”

YAHWEH This name, usually translated “Lord,” is like the
Hebrew word meaning, “Heis” or “He makes things exist.”
ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents,
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.

filled with many good things Literally, “flowing with milk and
honey.”

Hebrew Or, “Isradlite.”

sacrifice(s) A gift to God. Usually it was a specia animal that
was killed and burned on an altar.

EXODUS 3:164:10

Proof for Moses

Then Moses said to God, “But the people

of Israel will not believe me when | tell
them that you sent me. They will say, ‘The
Lord* did not appear to you."”

2But God said to Moses, “What is that you
havein your hand?’

Moses answered, “It ismy walking stick.”

3Then God said, “Throw your walking stick
on the ground.”

So Moses threw his walking stick on the
ground. The stick became a snake. Moses
\Wwas afraid and, ran from it. 4But the Lord
said to Moses, “Reach out and grab the snake
by itstail.”

So Moses reached out and caught the
snake's tail. When Moses did this, the snake
became a walking stick again. 5Then God
said, “Use your stick in this way and the
people will believe that you saw the Lord, the
God of your ancestors,* the God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”

6Then the Lord said to Moses, “I will give
you another proof. Put your hand under your
robe.”

So Moses opened his robe and put his hand
inside. Then Moses brought his hand out of
the robe and it was changed. His hand was
covered with spots that were white like snow.

"Then God said, “Now put your hand into
your robe again.” So Moses put his hand into
his robe again. Then Moses brought his hand
out, and his hand was changed. Now his
hand was good again, like it was before.

8Then God said, “If the people don't
believe you when you use your walking stick,
then they will believe you when you show
them this sign. 9If they till refuse to believe
after you show them both of these things, then
take some water from the Nile River. Pour the
water on the ground, and as soon as it touches
the ground, it will become blood.”

10But Moses said to the Lord, “But Lord, |
am telling you the truth, I am not a skilled
speaker. | have never been able to speak well.
And now, even after talking to you, | am till

Lord Or,“YAHWEH."
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not a good speaker. You know that | talk
slowly and don’t use the best words.”*

11Then the Lord said to him, “Who made a
person’s mouth? And who can make a person
deaf or not able to speak? Who can make a
person blind? Who can make a person able to
see? || am the One who can do all these
things—| am Yanwen.* 12S0 go. | will be
with you when you speak. | will give you the
words to say.”

13But Moses said, “My Lord, | beg you to
send another person—not me.”

14Then the Lord became angry with Moses
and said, “Fine! I'll give you someone to help
you. | will use your brother Aaron, from the
family of Levi. He is a skilled speaker. Aaron
is aready coming to see you. He will be happy
to see you. 15He will go with you to Pharaoh. |
will tell you what to say. Then you will tell
Aaron, and Aaron will choose the right words
to speak to Pharaoh. 16Aaron will also spesk to
the people for you. You will be like a great
king, and he will be your official speaker.*
17So go. And carry your walking stick with
you. Use your stick and the other miracles to
show the people that | am with you.”

Moses Returns to Egypt

18Then Moses went back to Jethro, his
father-in-law. Moses said to Jethro, “Please let
me go back to Egypt. | want to see if my
people are till dive.”

Jethro said to Moses, “Sure! And may you
goin peace.”

19Then, while Moses was still in Midian,
God said to him, “It is safe for you to go back
to Egypt now. The men who wanted to kill
you are now dead.”

20S0 Moses put his wife and children on the
donkey and returned to Egypt. Moses carried
hiswalking stick with him—the walking stick
with the power of God.

21While Moses was traveling back to
Egypt, God spoke to him. God said, “When
you talk to Pharaoh remember to show him dl

| talk ... words Or, "I stutter and don't speak clearly.”

| am YAHweH Or, “l antheLord.”

You will be ... speaker Literally, “He will be your mouth, and
you will be his God.”
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the miracles that | have given you the power
to do. But | will cause Pharaoh to be very
stubborn. He will not let the people go.
22Then you should say to Pharaoh: 23The
Lord says, ‘Israel is my firstborn* son. And |
am telling you to let my son go and worship
me! If you refuse to let Isragl go, then | will
kill your firstborn son."”

Moses’ Son Circumcised

240n the way to Egypt, Moses stopped a a
place to spend the night. The Lord met Moses
at that place and tried to kill him.* 25But
Zipporah took aflint knife* and circumcised*
her son. She took the skin and touched his
feet. Then she said ;to Moses;, “You are a
bridegroom of blood to me.” 26Zipporah said
this because she had to circumcise her son. So
God forgave Moses and did not kill him,.*

Moses and Aaron before God

27The Lord had spoken to Aaron. The Lord
had told him, “Go out into the desert and meet
Moses.” So Aaron went and met Moses at the
Mountain of God.* Aaron saw Moses and
kissed him. 28Moses told Aaron why the Lord
had sent him. And Moses told Aaron about all
the miracles and things he must do to prove
that God had sent him. Moses told Aaron
everything the Lord had said.

2950 Moses and Aaron went and gathered
together al the elders (leaders) of the people
of Israel. 30Then Aaron spoke to the people.
He told them all the things that the Lord had
told Moses. Then Moses did the proofs for dl
the people to see. 31The people believed that
God had sent Moses. The people of Israel
knew that God had seen their troubles, and
that he had come to help them. So they bowed
down and worshiped God.

firstborn  The first child born into a family. The firstborn son
was very important in ancient times.

tried tokill him  Or possibly, “wanted to circumcise him.”

flint knife A sharp knife made from flint rock.

circumcise(d) Cutting off the foreskin. In Isragl this was proof
that a man had made a special agreement to obey God's laws
and teachings.

Verse 26 Or, “And he was healed. She said, ‘You are a
bridegroom of blood’ because of the circumcision.”

Mountain of God That is, Mount Horeb (Sinai).
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Moses And Aaron Before Pharaoh

After Moses and Aaron talked to the

people, they went to Pharaoh. They said,
“The Lord* God of Israel says, ‘Let my
people go into the desert so they can have a
feast to honor me.”

2But Pharaoh said, “Who is the Lord? Why
should | obey him? Why should I let Israel
go? | don't even know who this Lord is, so |
refuseto let Israel go.”

3Then Aaron and Moses said, “The God of
the Hebrew* people has talked with us. So we
beg you to let us travel three days into the
desert. There we will offer a sacrifice* to the
Lord our God. If we don't do this, he might
become angry and destroy us. He might make
us die from sickness or war.”

4But Pharaoh said to them, “Moses and
Aaron, you are bothering the workers. Let
them do their work! Go mind your own
business! SThere are very many workers, and
you are keeping them from doing their jobs.”

Pharaoh Punishes the People

6That same day, Pharaoh gave a command
to make work harder for the people of Israel.
Pharaoh said to the dave masters and Hebrew
foremen, ™Y ou have always given the people
straw and they use it to make bricks. But now,
tell them they have to go and find their own
straw to make bricks. 8But they must still
make the same number of bricks as they did
before. They have become lazy. That is why
they are asking me to let them go. They don't
have enough work to do. That is why they
asked me to let them make sacrifices* to their
God. 9S0 make these people work harder.
Keep them busy. Then they will not have
enough time to listen to the lies of Moses.”

10So the Egyptian slave masters and the
Hebrew* foremen went to the people of Israel
and said, “Pharaoh has decided that he will
not give you straw for your bricks. 11You
must go and get the straw for yourselves. So

Lord Or, “YAHWEH."

Hebrew Or,“Israglite”

sacrifice(s) A gift to God. Usualy it was a specia animal that
was killed and burned on an altar.
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go and find straw. But you must still make as
many bricks as you made before.”

1250 the people went everywhere in Egypt
looking for straw. 13The dlave masters forced
the people to work even harder. They forced
the people to make as many bricks as before.
14The Egyptian dave masters had chosen the
Hebrew* foremen and had made them
responsible for the work the people did. The
Egyptian slave masters beat these foremen
and said to them, “Why aren’t you making as
many bricks as you made in the past? If you
could do it then, you can do it now!”

15Then the Hebrew* foremen went to
Pharaoh. They complained and said, “We are
your servants. Why are you treating us like
this? 16Y ou won't give us any straw, but you
tell us to make as many bricks as before. And
now our masters are beating us. Your people
arewrong for doing this.”

17Pharaoh answered, “You are lazy. You
don’'t want to work. That is why you ask me
to let you go. And that is why you want to
leave here and make sacrifices® to the Lord.
18Now, go back to work! We will not give
you any straw! And you must still make as
many bricks as you did before!”

19The Hebrew* foremen knew they werein
trouble. The foremen knew they could not
make as many bricks as they made in the past.

20When they were leaving the meeting with
Pharaoh, they passed Moses and Aaron.
Moses and Aaron were waiting for them. 21So
they said to Moses and Aaron, “You really
made a mistake when you told Pharaoh to let
us go. May the Lord punish you because you
caused Pharaoh and his rulers to hate us. You
have given them an excuse to kill us.”

Moses Complains to God

22Then Moses prayed to the Lord and said,
“Master, why have you done this terrible
thing to your people? Why did you send me
here? 23] went to Pharaoh and said the things
you told me to say. But since that time he has
been mean to the people. And you have done
nothing to help them!”

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Now you

will see what | will do to Pharaoh. I will
use my great power againgt him, and he will
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let my people go. He will be so ready for them
to leave that he will force themto go.”

2Then God said to Moses, 3| am the Lord.
| appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
They called me El Shaddai (God All-
Powerful). They did not know my name,
YAHWEH (Lord). 4 made an agreement with
them. | promised to give them the land of
Canaan. They lived in that land, but it was not
their own land. SNow, | know about the
troubles of the people of Israel. | know that
they are the daves of Egypt. And | remember
my agreement. 6So tell the people of Israel
that | say to them, ‘I am the Lord. | will save
you. | will make you free. You will not be
daves of the Egyptians. | will use my great
power and bring terrible punishment to the
Egyptians. Then | will save you. 7Y ou will be
my people and | will be your God. | am the
Lord your God, and you will know that |
made you free from Egypt. 8 made a great
promise to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. |
promised to give them a specia land. So | will
lead you to that land. | will give you that land.
It will beyours. | anthe Lord.”

950 Moses told this to the people of Isradl.
But the people would not listen to him. They
were working so hard that they were not
patient with Moses.

10Then the Lord said to Moses, 11*Go tell
Pharaoh that he must let the people of |srael
leave hisland.”

12But Moses answered, “The people of
Israel refuse to listen to me! So surely
Pharaoh will aso refuse to listen. | am a very
bad speaker!*”

13But the Lord talked with Moses and
Aaron. God commanded them to go and talk to
the people of Isragl. He also commanded them
to go and talk to Pharaoh. God commanded
them to lead the people of Israel out of the land

of Egypt.

Some of the Families of Israel
14Here are the names of the leaders of the
families of Israel: Isragl’s first son, Reuben,
had four sons. They were Hanoch, Pallu,

| am a very bad speaker Or, “I sound like a foreigner.”
Literally, “I have uncircumcised lips.”
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Hezron, and Carmi. 15Simeon’s sons were
Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jakin, Zohar, and
Shaul. (Shaul was the son from a Canaanite
woman). 16Levi lived 137 years. Levi’s sons
were Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. 1/Gershon
had two sons, Libni and Shimei. 18Kohath
lived 133 years. Kohath's sons were Amram,
|zhar, Hebron, and Uzziel. 1Merari’s sons
were Mahli and Mushi. All these families
were from Israel’s son Levi.

20Amram lived 137 years. Amram married
his father’s sister, Jochebed. Amram and
Jochebed gave birth to Aaron and Moses.
21|zhar’s sons were Korah, Nepheg, and
Zicri. 22Uzziel’s sons were Mishael,
Elzaphan, and Sithri.

23Aaron married Elisheba. (Elisheba was
the daughter of Amminadab, and the sister of
Nahshon.) Aaron and Elisheba gave birth to
Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 24The
sons of Korah, the ancestors of; the
Korahites, were Assir, Elkanah, and
Abiasaph. 25Aaron’s son, Eleazar, married a
daughter of Putiel. And she gave birth to
Phinehas. All these people were from Isragl’s
son, Levi.

26Aaron and Moses were from this family
group. And they are the men that God spoke to
and said, “Lead my people out of Israel in
groups.*” 27Aaron and Moses are the men that
talked to Pharaoh, the king of Egypt. They told
Pharaoh to let the people of Isragl leave Egypt.

God Repeats His Call to Moses

28|n the land of Egypt God spoke to Moses.
29He said, “I am the Lord. Tell the king of
Egypt everything that | tell you.”

30But Moses answered, “I am a very bad
speaker. The king will not listen to me.”

The Lord said to Moses, “I will be with

you. You will be like a great king* to
Pharaoh. And Aaron will be your official
speaker.* 2Tell Aaron everything that |
command you. Then he will tell the king the
things | say. And Pharaoh will let the people

groups Or, “divisions.” Thisisamilitary term that shows Israel
was organized like an army.

agreatking Or,“God.”

official speaker  Or, “prophet.”
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of lsrael leave this country. 3But | will make
Pharaoh stubborn. \He will not obey the things
you tell him.; Then | will do many miraclesin
Egypt to prove who | am. But he will still
refuse to listen. 4So then | will punish Egypt
very much. And | will lead my people out of
that land. SThen the people of Egypt will know
that | am the Lord. | will be against them, and
they will know that | am the Lord. Then | will
lead my people out of their country.”

6Moses and Aaron obeyed these things the
Lord told them. "Moses was 80 years old at
the time, and Aaron was 83.

Moses’ Walking Stick Becomes a Snake

8The Lord said to Moses and Aaron,
9*Pharaoh will ask you to prove your power.
He will ask you to do amiracle. Tell Aaronto
throw his walking stick on the ground. While
Pharaoh is watching, the stick will become
asnake.”

10So0 Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and
obeyed the Lord. Aaron threw his walking
stick down. While Pharaoh and his officers
watched, the stick became a snake.

1150 the king called for his wise men and
magicians. These men used their tricks and
they were able to do the same thing as Aaron.
12They threw their walking sticks on the
ground, and their sticks became snakes. But
then Aaron’s walking stick ate theirs.
13Pharaoh still refused to let the people go.
This happened just like the Lord said it
would. The king refused to listen to Moses
and Aaron.

The Water Becomes Blood

14Then the Lord said to Moses, “Pharaoh is
being stubborn. Pharaoh refuses to let the
people go. 15In the morning, Pharaoh will go
out to the river. Go to him by the edge of the
Nile River. Take the walking stick that
became a snake. 16Tell him this; ‘The Lord,
the God of the Hebrew people, sent me to you.
The Lord told me to tell you to let his people
go worship him in the desert. Until now you
have not listened to the Lord. 17So the Lord
says that he will do something to show you
that he is the Lord. | will hit the water of the
Nile River with this walking stick in my hand,

EXODUS 7:3-8:6

and the river will change into blood. 18Thefish
in the river will die, and the river will begin to
gtink. Then the Egyptians will not be able to
drink the water from theriver.””

19The Lord said to Moses: “Tell Aaron to
hold the walking stick in his hand over the
rivers, canals, lakes and every place where
they store water. When he does this, al the
water will change into blood. All of the water,
even the water stored in wood and stone jars,
will changeinto blood.”

20So Moses and Aaron did what the Lord
commanded. Aaron raised the walking stick
and hit the water in the Nile River. He did this
in front of Pharaoh and his officias. So dl the
water in the river changed into blood. 21 Thefish
intheriver died, and the river began to tink. So
the Egyptians could not drink water from the
river. The blood was everywhere in Egypt.

22The magicians used their tricks and did
the same thing. So Pharaoh refused to listen to
Moses and Aaron. This happened just like the
Lord said. 23Pharaoh ignored what Moses and
Aaron had done. Pharaoh just turned and went
into his house.

24The Egyptians could not drink the water
from the river. So they dug wells around the
river for water to drink.

The Frogs

25Seven days passed after the Lord changed
the Nile River.

Then the Lord told Moses, “Go to Pharaoh

and tell him that the Lord says, ‘Let my
people go to worship me! 2If you refuse to let
my people go, then | will fill Egypt with
frogs. 3The Nile River will be filled with
frogs. They will come from the river and enter
your houses. They will be in your bedrooms,
and in your beds. The frogs will be in the
houses of your officials and in your ovens and
in your jars of water. 4The frogs will be all
over you, your people, and your officials.””

SThen the Lord said to Moses, “Tell Aaron
to hold the walking stick in his hand over the
candls, rivers, and lakes. Then the frogs will
come out onto the land of Egypt.”

6So Aaron raised his hand over the waters
of Egypt, and the frogs began coming out of
the water and covered the land of Egypt.
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"The magicians used their tricks to do the
same thing—so even more frogs came out
onto the land in Egypt!

8Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron.
Pharaoh said, “Ask the Lord to remove the
frogs from me and my people. | will let the
people go to offer sacrificesto the Lord.”

9Moses said to Pharaoh, “Tell me when you
want the frogs to go away. | will pray for you,
your people, and your officials. Then the frogs
will leave you and your houses. The frogs will
remain only in the river. When do you want
the frogs to leave?"

10Pharaoh said, “Tomorrow.”

Moses said, “It will happen as you say. In
thisway, you will know that thereisno god like
the Lord our God. 11The frogs will leave you,
your house, your officials, and your people. The
frogswill remain only in theriver.”

12Moses and Aaron left Pharaoh. Moses
prayed to the Lord about the frogs he had sent
against Pharaoh. 13And the Lord did what
Moses asked. The frogs died in the houses, in
the yards, and in the fields. 14They began to rot,
and the whole country began to stink.
15Pharaoh saw that they were free of the frogs,
and he again became stubborn. Pharaoh did not
do what Moses and Aaron had asked him to do.
This happened just like the Lord had said.

The Lice

16Then the Lord said to Moses, “Tell Aaron
to raise his stick and hit the dust on the
ground, and everywhere in Egypt dust will
become lice.”

1TThey did this. Aaron raised the stick in
his hand and hit the dust on the ground, and
everywhere in Egypt the dust became lice.
Thelice got on the animals and the people.

18The magicians used thelr tricks and tried to
do the same thing. But the magicians could not
make lice come from the dust. The lice
remained on the animals and the people. 1950
the magicians told Pharaoh that the power of
God did this. But Pharaoh refused to listen to
them. This happened just like the Lord had said.

The Flies

20The Lord said to Moses, “Get up in the
morning and go to Pharaoh. Pharaoh will go

68

out to the river. Tell him that the Lord says,
‘Let my people go and worship me! 21f you
don't let my people go, then flies will come
into your houses. The flies will be on you and
your officials. The houses of Egypt will be
full of flies. The flies will be all over the
ground too! 22But | will not treat the people of
Israel the same as the Egyptian people. There
will not be any flies in Goshen, where my
people live. In this way you will know that I,
the Lord, am in this land. 23So tomorrow |
will treat my people differently from your
people. That will be my proof.”

2450 the Lord did just what he said. Many,
many flies came into Egypt. The flieswere in
Pharaoh’s house, and they were in all his
officials’ houses. The flies were all over
Egypt. The flies were ruining the country.
2530 Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron.
Pharaoh told them, “Offer sacrifices* to your
God hereinthis country.”

26But Moses said, “It would not be right to
do that. The Egyptians think that it is aterrible
thing to kill animals as; sacrifices* for the
Lord our God. If we do this here, then the
Egyptians will see us, and they will throw
stones at us and kill us. 27Let us go three days
into the desert and offer sacrifices to the Lord
our God. Thisiswhat the Lord told usto do.”

2850 Pharaoh said, “I will let you go and
offer sacrifices* to the Lord your God in the
desert. But, you must not go very far! Now,
go and pray for me.”

29Moses said, “Look, | will leave and ask
the Lord to remove the flies from you, your
people, and your officials tomorrow. But you
must not stop the people from offering
sacrifices* to the Lord.”

30S0 Moses left Pharaoh and prayed to the
Lord. 3tAnd the Lord did what Moses asked.
The Lord removed the flies from Pharaoh, his
officials, and his people. None of the flies
remained. 32But Pharaoh again became
stubborn and did not |et the people go.

sacrifice(s) A gift to God. Usualy it was a special animal that
was killed and burned on an altar.
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The Disease of the Farm Animals

Then the Lord told Moses to go to Pharaoh

and tell him: “The Lord, the God of the
Hebrew people, says, ‘Let my people go to
worship me!” 2If you continue to hold them
and refuse to let them go, 3then the Lord will
use his power against your animals in the
fields. The Lord will cause al of your horses,
donkeys, camels, cattle, and sheep to become
sick with a terrible disease. 4The Lord will
treat Israel’s animals differently from the
animals of Egypt. None of the animals that
belong to the people of Israel will die. 5The
Lord has set the time for this to happen.
Tomorrow the Lord will cause this to happen
in this country.””

6The next morning, al the farm animals in
Egypt died. But none of the animals that
belonged to the people of Israel died.
’Pharaoh sent people to see if any of the
animals of Israel died. And not one of the
animals of Israel died. Pharaoh remained
stubborn. He did not |et the people go.

The Boils

8The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “Fill
your hands with the ashes from an oven.
Moses, throw the ashesinto the air in front of
Pharaoh. 9This will become dust that will go
throughout the land of Egypt. Whenever the
dust touches a person or an animal in Egypt,
boils (sores) will break out on the skin.”

10So Moses and Aaron took ashes from a
furnace. Then they went and stood before
Pharaoh. Moses threw the ashes into the air,
and boils began breaking out on people and
animals. 11The magicians could not stop
Moses from doing this, because even the
magicians had the boils. This happened
everywhere in Egypt. 12But the Lord made
Pharaoh stubborn. So Pharaoh refused to
listen to Moses and Aaron. This happened just
like the Lord had said.

The Hail

13Then the Lord said to Moses, “Get up in
the morning and go to Pharaoh. Tell him that
the Lord, the God of the Hebrew people says,
‘Let my people go to worship me! 14If you
don’t do this, then I will use my full power

EXODUS 9:1-29

againgt you, your officias, and your people.
Then you will know that there is no god in the
world like me. 151 could use my power and
cause a disease that would wipe you and your
people off the earth. 16But | have put you here
for a reason. | have put you here so that |
could show you my power. Then people all
over the world will learn about me! 17Y ou are
still against my people. You are not letting
them go free. 18So, at this time tomorrow, |
will cause a very bad hailstorm. There has
never been a hailstorm like this in Egypt, not
since Egypt became a nation. 19Now, you
must put your animals in a safe place.
Everything you own that is now in the fields
must be put in a safe place. Why? Because
any person or animal that remainsin the fields
will be killed. The hail will fall on everything
that is not gathered into your houses."

20Some of Pharaoh’s officials paid attention
to the Lord’s message. Those men quickly put
al of their animals and slaves into houses.
21But other people ignored the Lord’'s
message. Those people lost al their slaves
and animals that were in the fields.

22The Lord told Moses, “Raise your arms
into the air and the hail will start falling all
over Egypt. The hail will fall on al the people,
animals, and plantsin al the fields of Egypt.”

2350 Moses raised his walking stick into
the air, and the Lord caused thunder,
lightning, and hail to fall to earth. The hail fell
al over Egypt. 24The hail was falling. And
there was lightning flashing al through it. It
was the worst hailstorm that had ever hit
Egypt since it had been a nation. 25The storm
destroyed everything in the fields in Egypt.
The hail destroyed people, animals, and
plants. The hail also broke al the treesin the
fields. 26The only place that did not get hail
was the land of Goshen, where the people of
|srael lived.

2/Pharaoh sent for Moses and Aaron.
Pharaoh told them, “This time | have sinned.
The Lord is right, and | and my people are
wrong. 28The hail and thunder from God are
too much! Ask God to stop the storm and |
will let you go. You don’'t have to stay here.”

29Moses told Pharaoh, “When | |eave the
city, I will lift my armsin prayer to the Lord.
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And the thunder and hail will stop. Then you
will know that the Lord isin this land. 30Buit |
know that you and your officials don't really
fear and respect the Lord yet.”

31The flax had already developed its seeds.
And the barley was already blooming. So
these plants were destroyed. 32But the wheat
and spelt ripen later than the other grains, so
these plants were not destroyed.

33Moses |eft Pharaoh and went outside the
city. He lifted his arms in prayer to the Lord.
And the thunder and hail stopped, and then
even the rain stopped.

34\When Pharaoh saw that the rain, hail, and
thunder had stopped, he again did wrong. He
and his officials became stubborn again.
35Pharaoh refused to let the people of Isragl go
free. This happened just like the Lord had said

through Moses.
1 The Lord said to Moses, “Go to
Pharaoh. | have made him and his
officials stubborn. I did this so | could show
them my powerful miracles. 21 also did this so
you could tell your children and your
grandchildren about the miracles and other
wonderful things that | have done in Egypt.
Thenall of you will know that | am the Lord.”
3S0 Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh.
They told him, “The Lord, the God of the
Hebrew people, says, ‘How long will you
refuse to obey me? Let my people go to
worship me! 4If you refuse to let my people
go, then tomorrow | will bring locusts into
your country. SThe locusts will cover the land.
There will be so many locusts that you won't
be able to see the ground. Anything that was
left from the hailstorm will be eaten by the
locusts. The locusts will eat all the leaves
from every tree in the field. 6The locusts will
fill all your houses, and al your officias
houses, and all the housesin Egypt. There will
be more locusts than your fathers or your
grandfathers ever saw. There will be more
locusts than there have ever been since people
began living in Egypt.”” Then Moses turned
and left Pharaoh.
"Then the officials asked Pharaoh, “How
long will we be trapped by these people. Let

The Locusts

70

the men go to worship the Lord their God. If
you don't let them go, then before you know
it, Egypt will be destroyed!”

8S0 Pharaoh told his officials to bring
Moses and Aaron back to him. Pharaoh said
to them, “Go and worship the Lord your God.
But tell me, exactly who is going?’

9Moses answered, “All of our people,
young and old, will go. And we will take our
sons and daughters, and our sheep and cattle
with us. We will al go because the Lord’s
feastisfor al of us.”

10Pharaoh said to them, “The Lord really
will have to be with you before | let you and
al of your children leave Egypt. Look, you
are planning something bad. 11The men can
go worship the Lord. That is what you asked
for in the beginning. But al of your people
can't go.” Then Pharaoh sent Moses and
Aaron away.

12The Lord told Moses, “Raise your arm
over the land of Egypt and the locusts will
come! The locusts will spread all over the
land of Egypt. The locusts will eat al the
plants that the hail did not destroy.”

13S0 Moses raised his walking stick over
the land of Egypt, and the Lord caused a
strong wind to blow from the east. The wind
blew al that day and night. When morning
came, the wind had brought the locusts to the
land of Egypt. 14The locusts flew into the
country of Egypt and landed on the ground.
There were more locusts than there had ever
been in Egypt. And there will never again be
that many locusts there. 15The locusts covered
the ground, and the whole country became
dark. The locusts ate every plant on the
ground and al of the fruit in the trees that the
hail had not destroyed. There weren't any
leaves left on any of the trees or plants
anywherein Egypt.

16Pharaoh quickly called for Moses and
Aaron. Pharaoh said, “I have sinned against
the Lord your God and against you. 1’Now,
forgive me for my sinsthistime. Ask the Lord
to removethis*death’ (locusts) from me.”

18Moses left Pharaoh and prayed to the
Lord. 19So the Lord changed the wind. The
Lord made a very strong wind blow from the
west, and it blew the locusts out of Egypt and
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into the Red Sea. Not one locust was I€ft in
Egypt! 20But the Lord caused Pharaoh to be
stubborn again. And Pharaoh did not let the
people of Israel go.

The Darkness

21Then the Lord told Moses, “Raise your
arm into the air and darkness will cover
Egypt. It will be so dark you can feel it!”

2250 Mosesraised hisarminto the air and a
cloud of darkness covered Egypt. The
darkness stayed in Egypt for three days.
23None of the people could see each other.
And no one got up to go any place for three
days. But there was light in all the places
where the people of Israel lived.

24Again Pharaoh called for Moses. Pharaoh
said, “Go and worship the Lord! Y ou can take
your children with you. But you must leave
your sheep and cattle here.”

25Moses said, “|Not only will we take our
sheep and cattle with us, but when we |eave,
even you will give us offerings and sacrifices®
for us to use in worshiping the Lord our God!
26Y es, we will take our animals with us to
worship the Lord. Not one hoof* will be left
behind. We don't know yet exactly what we
will need to worship the Lord. We will learn
that only when we get to the place we are
going. So we must take all of these things
with us”

27The Lord made Pharaoh stubborn again.
So Pharaoh refused to let them go. 26Then
Pharaoh told Moses, “Get out of here! | don’t
want you to come here again! The next time
you come to see me, you will die!”

29Then Moses told Pharaoh, “You are right
about one thing. | won’'t come to see you

agan!”

1 Then the Lord told Moses, “I have one
more disaster to bring against Pharaoh

and Egypt. After this, he will send you out of

Egypt. In fact, he will force you to leave this

country. 2Y ou must give this message to the

people of Isragl: “Men and women, you must

The Death of the Firstborn

sacrifice(s) A gift to God. Usualy it was a specia animal that
was killed and burned on an altar.
hoof  The hard part of the foot of certain animals.
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ask your neighbors to give you things made of
silver and gold. 3The Lord will cause the
Egyptians to be kind to you. The Egyptian
people, even Pharaoh’s own officials, aready
consider Mosesto be agreat man.””

4Moses said |to the people;, “The Lord
says, ‘At midnight tonight, | will go through
Egypt, Sand every firstborn* son in Egypt will
die, from the firstborn son of Pharaoh, the
ruler of Egypt, to the firstborn son of the Slave
girl grinding grain. Even the firstborn animals
will die. 6The crying in Egypt will be worse
than at any time in the past. And it will be
worse than it will ever be in the future. 7But
none of the people of Israel will be hurt—not
even a dog will bark at them. None of the
people of Israel or any of their animals will be
hurt. In this way, you will know that | have
treated Israel differently from Egypt. 8Then
al of these slaves of yours (the Egyptians)
will bow down and worship me. They will
say, “Leave and take all your people with
you.” Theninanger, | will leave Pharaoh.””

9Then the Lord told Moses, “Pharaoh has
not listened to you. Why? So that | could show
my great power in Egypt.” 10That is why
Moses and Aaron did al these great miracles
in front of Pharaoh. And that is why the Lord
made Pharaoh so stubborn that he would not
|et the people of Israel leave his country.
1 While Moses and Aaron were still in

Egypt, the Lord spoke to them. The

Lord said, 2“This month* will be the first
month of the year for you. 3This command is
for the whole community of Israel: On the
tenth day of this month each person must get
one lamb for the people in his house. 4If there
are not enough people in his house to eat a
whole [amb, then he should invite some of his
neighbors to share the meal. There must be
enough lamb for everyone to eat. 5The lamb
must be a one-year-old male, and it must be
completely healthy. This animal can be either

Passover

firstborn  The first child born into a family. The firstborn son
was very important in ancient times.

month  That is, the month of Abib (Nisan). This was about the
middle of March to the middle of April.
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a young sheep or a young goat. 6You should
watch over the animal until the 14th day of the
month. On that day, all the people of the
community of Isragl must kill these animals at
twilight.* 7You must collect the blood from
these animals. Put the blood on the top and
sides of the doorframes of the houses where
the people eat thismeal.

80On this night, you must roast the lamb
and eat al of the meat. You must also eat
bitter herbs and bread made without yeast.
9 ou must not boil the lamb in water. You
must roast the whole lamb over a fire. The
lamb must till have its head, legs, and inner
parts. 10Y ou must eat all of the meat that
night. If any of the meat is left until morning,
then you must burn that meat in the fire.

11*When you eat the meal, you must be
fully dressed like you are going on ajourney.
You must have your shoes on your feet and
your walking stick in your hand. Y ou must
eat in a hurry. Why? Because this is the
Lord's Passover*— the time when the Lord
protected his people and led them quickly out
of Egypt;.

12*Tonight | will go through Egypt and kill
every firstborn* man and animal in Egypt. In
this way, | will judge al the gods of Egypt. |
\will snow that |, am the Lord. 13But the blood
on your houses will be a special sign. When |
see the blood, | will pass over* your house. |
will cause bad things to happen to the people
of Egypt. But none of those bad diseases will
hurt you.

14*So you will always remember tonight—
it will be a special holiday for you. Your
descendants* will honor the Lord with this
holiday forever. 150n this holiday, you will
eat bread made without yeast for seven days.
On the first day of this holiday, you will
remove al the yeast from your houses. No
one should eat any yeast for the full seven

twilight - The time after the sun goes down, but before dark.

Passover  The Hebrew word means “to skip, pass over” or “to
protect.”

firstborn  The first child born into a family. The firstborn son
was very important in ancient times.

passover Or, “protect.”

descendants A person’s children and their future families.
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days of this holiday. If anyone eats yeast,
then you must separate that person from the
rest of Israel. 16There will be holy assemblies
on the first day and the last day of the
holiday. You must not do any work on these
days. The only work you can do on these
days is prepare the food for your meals.
17Y ou must remember the Festival of
Unleavened Bread.* Why? Because on this
day | took all of your people out of Egypt in
groups.* So, al of your descendants* must
remember this day. Thisisalaw that will last
forever. 1850, on the evening of the 14th day
of the first month (Nisan) you will begin
eating bread without yeast. You will eat this
bread until the evening of the 21st day of the
same month. 19For seven days there must not
be any yeast in your houses. Any person,
either a citizen of Israel or a foreigner, who
eats yeast at this time must be separated from
the rest of Israel. 200n this holiday, you must
not eat any yeast. You must eat bread without
yeast wherever you live.”

21S0 Moses called al the elders (leaders)
together. Moses told them, “Get the lambs for
your families. Kill the |lambs for the Passover.
22Take bunches of hyssop* and dip them in
the bowls filled with blood. Paint the blood on
the sides and tops of the doorframes. No one
must leave his house until morning. 23At the
time the Lord goes through Egypt to kill the
firstborn, the Lord will see the blood on the
sides and tops of the doorframes. Then the
Lord will protect* that house. The Lord will
not let the Destroyer come into your houses
and hurt you. 24Y ou must remember this
command. This law is for you and your
descendants* forever. 25You must remember
to do this even when you go to the land the
Lord is giving you. 26When your children ask
you, ‘Why are we doing this ceremony?
2fyou will say, ‘This Passover is to honor the
Lord. Why? Because when we were in Egypt,

Unleavened Bread  Bread made without yeast.

groups Or, “divisons.” Thisisamilitary term that shows Israel
was organized like an army.

hyssop A plant with stems about 3 feet long. The leaves and
branches arelike hair, so they could be used like a brush.

protect Or, “passover.”
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the Lord passed over* the houses of Israel.
The Lord killed the Egyptians, but he saved
the people in our houses. So now the people
bow down and worship the Lord."”

28The Lord had given this command to
Moses and Aaron. So the people of Israel did
what the Lord commanded.

29At midnight, the Lord killed all the
firsthorn sons in Egypt, from the firstborn son
of Pharaoh (who ruled Egypt) to the firstborn
son of the prisoner sitting in jail. Also dl the
firstborn animals died. 30That night someone
died in every house in Egypt. Pharaoh, his
officials, and all the people of Egypt began
crying very loudly.

Israel Leaves Egypt

31S0 that night, Pharaoh called for Moses
and Aaron. Pharaoh said to them, “Get up and
leave my people. You and your people can do
as you say. Go and worship the Lord! 32Take
al of your sheep and cattle with you, just like
you said you would. Go! And say a blessing
for me too!” 33The people of Egypt also asked
them to hurry and leave. Why? Because they
said, “If you don't leave, we will all die!”

34The people of Israel did not have time to
put the yeast in their bread. They just wrapped
the bowls of dough with cloth and carried
them on their shoulders. 35Then the people of
Israel did what Moses asked them to do. They
went to their Egyptian neighbors and asked
for clothing and things made from silver and
gold. 36The Lord caused the Egyptians to be
kind to the people of Isragl. So the Egyptians
gave their riches to the people of Isral.

3The people of Israel traveled from
Rameses to Succoth. There were about
600,000 men. This does not include the
children. 38There were many, many sheep,
cattle and other things. There were also many
different kinds of people traveling with them.
These people were not | sraglites, but they |eft
Egypt with the people of Israel. 39The people
did not have time to put yeast in their bread.
And they did not make any specia food for
their journey. So they had to bake their bread
without yeadt.

passed over  Or, “protected.”

EXODUS 12:28-13:2

40The people of Isragl had lived in Egypt*
for 430 years. 41After 430 years, to the very
day, al the armies of the Lord* left Egypt.
4250 that is a very special night when the
people remember what the Lord did. All the
people of Israel will remember that night
forever.

43The Lord told Moses and Aaron, “Here
are the rules for Passover: No foreigner isto
eat the Passover. 44But if a person buys a
slave, and if he circumcises* him, then the
dlave can eat the Passover. 45Buit if a person
just lives in your country, or if a person is
only hired to work for you, then that person
must not eat the Passover. Passover is for the
people of Israel.,

46" Each family must, eat the meal in one
house. None of the food Is to be taken outside
the house. Don’t break any of the lamb’s
bones. 47The whole community of Isragl must
do this ceremony. 48If anon-Isralite lives with
you, and if he wants to share in the Lord’s
Passover, then he must be circumcised.* Then
he will be the same as any other citizen of
|srael, 0 he can sharein the medl. But if aman
is not circumcised, then he cannot eat the
Passover meal. 49The same rules are for
everyone. It does not matter if a person is a
citizen or a non-Israelite living in your
country—the same rules are for everyone.”

50So all the people of Israel obeyed the
commands that the Lord gave to Moses and
Aaron. 51So on that same day, the Lord led all
the people of Israel out of the country of
Egypt. The people |€ft in groups.*

1 Then the Lord said to Moses, 2*Y ou

must give me every male in Isragl that
IS its mother's first child. That means that
every firstborn baby boy, and every firstborn
\male, animal will be mine.”

Egypt The ancient Greek and Samaritan translations say,
“Egypt and Canaan.” This would mean they counted the years
from about Abraham'’s time, not from Joseph’s. See Gen.
15:12-16 and Gal. 3:17.

armiesof theLord The people of Israel.

circumcise(d) To have the foreskin cut off. This was done to
every Jewish male to show he shared in the agreement God
made with Israel. See Gen. 17:9-14.

groups Or, “divisions.” Thisisamilitary term, and it shows the
people were organized as the “army of the Lord.”



EXODUS 13:3-19

3Moses sad to the people, “Remember this
day. You were slaves in Egypt. But on this
day the Lord used his great power and made
you free. You must not eat bread with yeast.
4Today, in the month of Abib,* you are
leaving Egypt,. 5The Lord made a special
promise to your ancestors.* The Lord
promised to give you the land of the
Canaanite people, the Hittite people, the
Amorite people, the Hivite people, and the
Jebusite people. After the Lord leads you to
the land filled with many good things* then
you must remember this day. Y ou must have a
specia day of worship on this day during the
first month of every year.

6“For seven days you must eat only bread
that has no yeast. On the seventh day there
will be a great feast. This feast will show
honor to the Lord. 7So for seven days you
must not eat any bread made with yeast. There
must be no bread with yeast any place in your
land. 80n this day, you should tell your
children, ‘We are having this feast because the
Lord took me out of Egypt.’

9“This holiday will help you remember—it
will be like astring tied on your hand. It will be
like a Sign before your eyes* This holiday will
help you remember the Lord's teachings. It will
help you remember that the Lord used his great
power to take you out of Egypt. 10So remember
thisholiday every year a theright time.

11*The Lord will lead you into the land he
promised to give you. The Canaanite people
now live there. But God promised your
ancestors* that he would give you this land.
After God gives you this land, 12you must
remember to give him every firstborn boy.
And every male animal that is the firstborn
must be given to the Lord. 13Every firstborn
donkey can be bought back from the Lord.

Abib  Or, “spring.” Thisis Nisan, the first month of the ancient
Jewish year.

ancestors Literaly, “fathers.” This means a person’s parents,
grandparents, and al the peaple they are descended from.

filled with many good things Literally, “flowing with milk and
honey.”

dring ... eyes Literaly, “amark on your hands and a reminder
between your eyes.” This might refer to the special things a
Jewish man ties to his arm and forehead to help him remember
God'slaws for him.
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You can offer alamb and keep the donkey. If
you don’t want to buy the donkey from the
Lord, then kill it. It will be a sacrifice*—you
must break its neck. But every firstborn baby
boy* must be bought back from the Lord.

14*In the future, your children will ask why
you do this. They will say, ‘What does al this
mean? And you will answer, ‘The Lord used
his great power to save us from Egypt. We
were daves in that place. But the Lord led us
out and brought us here. 15In Egypt, Pharaoh
was stubborn. He refused to let us leave. So
the Lord killed every firstborn* in al the land.
(The Lord killed the firstborn animals and the
firstborn sons.*) That is why | give every
firstborn male animal to the Lord. And that is
why | buy back each of my firstborn sons
from the Lord.” 16Thisis like a string tied on
your hand. And it is like a sign in front of
your eyes.* It helps you remember that the
Lord brought us out of Egypt with his great
power.”

The Trip out of Egypt

17Pharaoh made the people leave Egypt.
The Lord did not let the people take the road
leading to the land of the Philistines. That
road by the se is the shortest way, but the
Lord said, “,If the people go that way, they
will have to fight. Then they might change
their minds and go back to Egypt.” 18So the
Lord led them another way. He led them
through the desert by the Red Sea.* The
people of Israel were dressed for war when
they left Egypt.

Joseph Goes Home

19Moses carried the bones of Joseph with
him. Before Joseph died, he made the sons of
Israel promise to do this for him. Joseph said,
“When God saves you, remember to carry my
bones with you out of Egypt.”

sacrifice(s) A gift to God. Usually it was a special animal that
wasKkilled and burned on an dltar.

baby boy Or, “baby.”

firstborn  The first child born into a family. The firstborn son
was very important in ancient times.

sons  Or, “children.”

Red Sea  Or, “Reed Sea” But see 1 Kings 9:26.
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The Lord Leads His People

20The people of Israel left Succoth and
camped at Etham. Etham was near the desert.
21The Lord led the way. During the day, the
Lord used atal cloud to |ead the people. And
during the night, the Lord used a tall column
of fire to lead the way. This fire gave them
light so they could also travel at night. 22The
tall cloud was always with them during the
day, and the column of fire was adways with
them at night.
1 Then the Lord said to Moses, 2“Tell the
people to go back to Pi Hahiroth. Tell
them to spend the night between Migdol and
the |Red, Sea, near Baal Zephon. 3Pharaoh
will think that the people of Israel are lost in
the desert. And he will think that the people
will have no place to go. 4l will make Pharaoh
brave, and he will chase you. But | will defeat
Pharaoh and his army. This will bring honor
to me. Then the people of Egypt will know
that | am the Lord.” The people of Israel
obeyed God—they did what he told them.

Pharaoh Chases the Israelites

SPharaoh received areport that the people of
|srael had escaped. When he heard this, he and
his officials changed their minds about what
they had done. Pharaoh said, “Why did we let
the people of Israel leave? Why did we let
them run away? Now we have lost our daves!”

6So Pharaoh prepared his chariot* and took
his men with him. 7Pharaoh took 600 of his
best men and al of his chariots. There was an
officer in each chariot. 8The people of Israel
were leaving with their arms raised in victory.
But the Lord caused Pharaoh, the king of
Egypt, to become brave. And Pharaoh chased
the people of Isragl.

9The Egyptian army had many horse
soldiers and chariots. They chased the people
of Israel and caught up with them while they
were camped near the Red Sea* at Pi
Hahiroth, east of Baal Zephon.

10The people of Israel saw Pharaoh and his
army coming toward them. The people were
very scared. They cried to the Lord for help.

chariot(s) A small wagon used in war.
Red Sea  Or, “Reed Sea” But see 1 Kings 9:26.

EXODUS 13:20-14:24

UThey said to Moses, “Why did you bring us
out of Egypt? Why did you bring us out here
in the desert to die? We could have died
peacefully in Egypt—there were plenty of
graves in Egypt. 12We told you this would
happen! In Egypt we said, ‘Please don’t
bother us. Let us stay and serve the
Egyptians.” It would have been better for usto
stay and be daves than to come out here and
diein the desert.”

13But Moses answered, “Don't be afraid!
Stand where you are and watch the Lord save
you today. You will never see these
Egyptians again! 14You won't have to do
anything but stay calm. The Lord will do the
fighting for you.”

15Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why are
you still crying to me! Tell the people of
Israel to start moving. 16Raise the walking
gtick in your hand over the Red Sea,* and the
sea will split. Then the people can go across
on dry land. 171 have made the Egyptians
brave, so they will chase you. But | will show
you that | am more powerful than Pharaoh
and al of his horses and chariots. 18Then
Egypt will know that | am the Lord. They
will honor me when | defeat Pharaoh and his
horse soldiers and chariots.”

The Lord Defeats the Egyptian Army

19Then the angel of the Lord moved to the
back of the people. (The angel of the Lord
was usualy at the front of the people, leading
them.) So the tal cloud moved from in front
of the people and went to the back of the
people. 20In this way the cloud stood between
the Egyptians and the people of Israel. There
was light for the people of Israel. But there
was darkness for the Egyptians. So the
Egyptians did not come any closer to the
people of Israel that night.

21Moses raised his arm over the Red Sea*
and the Lord caused a strong wind to blow
from the east. The wind blew al night long.
The sea split, and the wind made the ground
dry. 22The people of Israel went through the
seaon dry land. The water was like awall on
their right and on their left. 23Then all of
Pharaoh’s chariots and horse soldiers followed
them into the sea. 24Early that morning, the



EXODUS 14:25-15:14

Lord looked down from the tall cloud and
column of fire a the Egyptian army. Then the
Lord attacked and defeated them all.

25The wheels of the chariots became stuck.
It was very hard to control the chariots. The
Egyptians shouted, “Let’s get out of here! The
Lord is fighting against us. The Lord is
fighting for the people of Israel.”

26Then the Lord told Moses, “Raise your
hand over the sea to make the water fall and
cover the Egyptian chariots and horse soldiers.”

2180, just before daylight, Moses raised his
hand over the sea. And the water rushed back
to its proper level. The Egyptians were
running as fast as they could from the water,
but the Lord swept them away with the sea.
28The water returned to its proper level and
covered the chariots and horse soldiers.
Pharaoh’s army had been chasing the people
of Israel, but that army was destroyed. None
of them survived!

29But the people of Isragl crossed the seaon
dry land. The water was like a wall on their
right and on their left. 30So that day, the Lord
saved the people of Israel from the Egyptians.
And later the people of Israel saw the dead
bodies of the Egyptians on the shore of the
Red Sea* 31The people of Israel saw the great
power of the Lord when he defeated the
Egyptians. So the people feared and respected
the Lord. They began to trust the Lord and his
servant Moses.

1

The Song of Moses

Then Moses and the people of Israel
began singing this song to the Lord:

“| will sing to the Lord!
He has done great things.
He threw horse and rider into the sea.
2 TheLordismy strength.
He savesme,
and | sing songs of praise to him.*
The Lordismy God,
and | praise him.

Red Sea  Or, “Reed Sea” But see 1 Kings 9:26.
TheLord ... him Literally, “Yah is my strength and praise.
He became my salvation.”

76

The Lord isthe God of my ancestors;*
and | honor him.

TheLordisagrea soldier.
TheLordishis name.

He threw Pharaoh’s chariots and soldiers
into the sea.

Pharaoh’s very best soldiers
drowned in the Red Sea.*

The deep water covered them.
And they sank to the bottom like rocks.
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“Your right arm is amazingly strong.
Lord, your right arm shattered the enemy.
In your great majesty you destroyed
the men who stood against you.
Your anger destroyed them,
like fire burning straw.
Thewind you sent in anger
piled the water high.
The flowing water became a solid wall.
The sea became solid to its deepest parts.
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“The enemy said,
“I'll chase them and catch them.

I'll take all their riches.

I'll takeit al with my sword.

I'll take everything for myself.
But you blew on them

and covered them with the sea.
They sank like lead into the deep sea.
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1 *Arethereany godslike the Lord?
No! There are no gods like you—
Y ou are wonderfully holy!
You are amazingly powerful!
You do great miracles!
12 You could raise your right hand
and destroy the world!
13 But with your kindness
you lead the people you saved.
And with your strength
you |ead them to your holy and
pleasant land.

14 “The other nations will hear this story,
and they will be frightened.
The people Philistiawill shake with fear.

ancestors Literaly, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents,
grandparents, and all the peaple they are descended from.
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15 The commanders of Edom will shake
with fear.
The |eaders of Moah will be &fraid.
The people of Canaan will lose courage.
16 Those people will befilled with fear
when they see your strength.
They will be as still asarock
until the Lord's people pass by,
until the people you have made pass by.
17" Lord, you will lead your people
to your mountain.
You will let them live near the place
you prepared for your throne.
Master, you will build your temple!

18 TheLord will rule forever and ever!”

19Yes, it really happened! Pharaoh’s horses
and riders and chariots went into the sea. And
the Lord brought all the water of the sea down
on top of them. But the people of Israel
walked through that sea on dry land.

20Then Aaron’s sister, the woman prophet
Miriam, took a tambourine. Miriam and the
women began singing and dancing. Miriam
repeated the words,

21 *Sing to the Lord!
He has done great things.
He threw horse and rider into the sea...”

22Moses led the people of Israel away from
the Red Sea* and into the Shur desert. They
traveled for three days in the desert. The
people could not find any water. 23After three
days, the people came to Marah.* There was
water at Marah, but it was too hitter to drink.
(That iswhy the place was named Marah.)

24The people began complaining to Moses.
The people said, “Now what will we drink?’

25Moses called to the Lord. So the Lord
showed him a tree. Moses put the tree in the
water. When he did this, the water became
good to drink.

In that place, the Lord judged the people
and gave them alaw. The Lord also tested the
faith of the people. 26The Lord said, “You
must obey the Lord, your God. You must do
the things he says areright. If you obey dl the

Red Sea Or, “Reed Sea” But see 1 Kings 9:26.
Marah Thisname means “hitter.”

EXODUS 15:15-16:8

Lord’s commands and |aws, then you will not
be sick like the Egyptians. |, the Lord, will
not give you any of the sicknesses | gave the
Egyptians. | am the Lord. | am the one who
makes you well.”

27Then the people traveled to Elim. At
Elim there were twelve springs of water and
70 palm trees. So the people made their camp
there near that water.
1 Then the people left Elim and came to

the Sinai desert, between Elim and

Sinai. They arrived at that place on the 15th
day of the second month* after leaving Egypt.
2Then the people of Isragl began complaining
again. They complained to Moses and Aaron
in the desert. 3The people said, “It would have
been better if the Lord had just killed usin the
land of Egypt. At least there we had plenty to
eat. We had al the food we needed. But now
you have brought us out here into this desert.
So he can make us die from hunger.”

4Then the Lord said to Moses, “I will cause
food to fall from the sky. This food will be for
you to eat. Every day the people should go out
and gather the food they need that day. | will
do this to see if the people will do what | tell
them. SEvery day the people will gather only
enough food for one day. But on Friday, when
the people prepare their food for Saturday,,
they will see that they have enough food for
two days.*

6S0 Moses and Aaron said to the people of
Israel, “Tonight you will see the power of the
Lord. You will know that he is the One who
brought you out of Egypt. 7Y ou complained
to the Lord, and he heard you. So tomorrow
morning you will see the Glory of the Lord.*
You have been complaining and complaining
to us. Maybe now we can have alittle rest.”

8And Moses said, “You have been
complaining, and the Lord has heard your
complaints. So tonight the Lord will give you
meat. And in the morning you will have all
the bread you need. You have been

15th day of the second month  That is, the 15th of lyyar. The
people of Israel had been traveling for amonth.

Friday, ... two days This happened so that the people would
not have to work on the Sabbath (Saturday), the day of rest.
Glory of the Lord One of the forms God used when he

appeared to people. It waslike abright shining light.



EXODUS 16:9-32

complaining to Aaron and me. But now,
maybe we will have a little rest. Remember,
you are not complaining against Aaron and
me. You are complaining against the Lord.”

9Then Moses said to Aaron, “Speak to all
the people of Israel. Say to them, ‘Come
together before the Lord, because he has heard
your complaints.””

10Aaron spoke to al the people of Israel.
They were al gathered together in one place.
While Aaron was talking, all the people
turned and looked into the desert. And they
saw the Glory of the Lord* appear in acloud.

UThe Lord said to Moses, 12| have heard
the complaints of the people of Isragl. So tell
them, ‘Tonight you will eat meat. And in the
morning you will have al the bread you want.
Then you will know you can trust the Lord,
your God."”

13That night, quails (birds) came al around
the camp. The people caught these birds for
meat.; And in the morning dew lay on the
ground near the camp. 4After the dew was
gone, something like thin flakes of frost was
on the ground. 15The people of Israel saw it
and asked each other, “What is that?'* They
asked this question because they did not know
what it was. So Moses told them, “This is the
food the Lord is giving you to eat. 16The Lord
says, ‘Each person should gather what he
needs. Each of you should gather a basket* for
every person in your family."”

17So the people of Israel did this. Each
person gathered this food. Some people
gathered more than others. 18The people gave
the food to everyone in their family. After the
food was measured, there was always enough
for every person, but there was never too
much. Each person gathered just enough for
himself and hisfamily to eat.

19Mosestold them, “Don’t save that food to
ea the next day.” 20But some of the people
did not obey Moses. Those people saved their
food for the next day. But worms got into the

Glory of the Lord One of the forms God used when he
appeared to people. It waslike abright shining light.

What isthat? In Hebrew thisislike the word “manna.”

basket Literaly, “1 omer” (2.21).
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food and it began to stink. Moses was angry
with the people who did this.

21Every morning the people gathered the
food. Each person gathered as much as he
could eat. But by noon* the food melted and
was gone.

220n Friday, the people gathered twice as
much food. They gathered 2 baskets* for
every person. So al the leaders of the people
came and told thisto Moses.

23Moses told them, “This is what the Lord
said would happen. It happened because
tomorrow is the Sabbath, the special day of
rest to honor the Lord. You can cook al the
food you need to cook for today. But save the
rest of thisfood for tomorrow morning.”

2430 the people saved the rest of the food
for the next day. And none of the food
spoiled. And worms did not get into any of it.

250n Saturday, Moses told the people,
“Today is the Sabbath, the specia day of rest
to honor the Lord. So none of you should be
out in the fields. Eat the food you gathered
yesterday. 26Y ou should gather the food for
six days. But the seventh day |of the week; is
a day of rest—so there will not be any of the
special food on the ground.”

270n Saturday, some of the people went
out to gather some of the food, but they could
not find any. 26Then the Lord said to Moses,
“How long will you people refuse to obey my
commands and teachings? 23L ook, the Lord
has made the Sabbath a day of rest for you.
So, on Friday the Lord will give you enough
food for two days. Then, on the Sabbath, each
of you should sit down and relax! Stay where
you are.” 30So the people rested on the
Sabbath.

31The people began calling the special food
“manna.*” The manna was like small white
coriander seeds, and it tasted like thin cakes
made with honey. 32Moses said, “The Lord
said: ‘Save a basket* of this food for your
descendants.* Then they can see the food that

noon Literdly, “the heat of the day.”

2baskets Literdly, “2 omers’ (4.41).

manna Thisislike the Hebrew words meaning “What is that?'
descendants A person’s children and their future families.



79

| gave to you in the desert when | took you
out of Egypt.””

33S0 Moses told Aaron, “Take ajar and fill
it with a full basket* of manna. Save this
manna to put before the Lord. Save it for our
descendants.*” 34(Aaron |later, did what the
Lord had commanded Moses. Aaron put the
jar of manna in front of the Agreement.*)
35The people ate the manna for 40 years.
They ate the manna until they came to the
land of rest, that is until they came to the edge
of the land of Canaan. (;36The measure they
used for the manna was an omer.; An omer
was about 8 cups.*)
l All the people of Israel traveled

together from the desert of Sin. They

traveled from place to place as the Lord
commanded. The people traveled to Rephidim
and camped there. There was no water there
for the people to drink. 2So the people turned
against Moses and started arguing with him.
The people said, “Give us water to drink.”

Moses said to them, “Why have you turned
against me? Why are you testing the Lord?
\Do you think the Lord is not with us?”

3But the people were very thirsty for water.
So they continued complaining to Moses. The
people said, “Why did you bring us out of
Egypt? Did you bring us out here so that we,
our children, and our cattle will all die
without water?”

4S0 Moses cried to the Lord, “What can | do
with these people? They are ready to kill me.”

5The Lord said to Moses, “Go before the
people of Israel. Take some of the elders
(leaders) of the people with you. Carry your
walking stick with you. This is the stick that
you used when you hit the Nile River. 6l will
stand before you on a rock at Horeb (Mount
Snai). Hit that rock with the walking stick
and water will come out of it. Then the people
can drink.”

basket Literaly, “1 ome” (2.21).

descendants A person’s children and their future families.

Agreement  Literally, “Proof.” The two stone tablets with the
Ten Commandments written on them were proof of the
Agreement between God and | srael.

about 8 cups Literaly, “1/10 of an Ephah.”

EXODUS 16:33-18:1

Moses did these things and the elders
(leaders) of Israel saw it. ‘M oses named that
place Meribah* and Massah,* because this was
the place that the people of Israel turned against
him and tested the Lord. The people wanted to
know if the Lord was with them or not.

8At Rephidim the Amalekite people came
and fought against the people of Israel. 9S0
Moses said to Joshua, “Choose some men and
go and fight the Amalekites tomorrow. | will
stand on the top of the hill and watch you. I will
be holding the walking stick God gave me.”

10Joshua obeyed Moses and went to fight
the Amalekite people the next day. At the
same time, Moses, Aaron, and Hur went to the
top of the hill. 12Any time Moses held his
hands in the air, the men of Israel would win
the fight. But when Moses put his hands down,
the men of Isragl began to lose the fight.

12After some time, Moses' arms became
tired.  The men with Moses wanted to find a
way to keep Moses' handsin the air.; So they
put a large rock under Moses for him to sit
on. Then Aaron and Hur held Moses hands
in the air. Aaron was on one side of Moses
and Hur was on the other side. They held his
hands up like this until the sun went down.
13S0 Joshua |and his men, defeated the
Amalekitesin this battle.

14Then the Lord said to Moses, “Write
about this battle. Write these things in a book
s0 people will remember what happened here.
And be sure to tell Joshua that | will
completely destroy the Amalekite people
from the earth.”

15Then Moses built an atar.* Moses named
the atar, “The Lord ismy flag.” 16Moses said,
“| lifted my hands toward the Lord’s throne.
So the Lord fought against the Amalekites,

like he always has.”

1 Jethro, Moses' father-in-law, was a
priest in Midian. Jethro heard about the

many ways that God helped Moses and the

people of Israel. Jethro heard about the Lord

Advice from Moses' Father-in-Law

Meribah Thisname means“rebellion.”
Massah Thisname means “trid,” “temptation,” or “test.”
atar A tableor raised area used for offering sacrifices.
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leading the people of Isragl out of Egypt. 2So
Jethro went to Moses while Moses was
camped near the mountain of God.* Jethro
brought Moses™ wife, Zipporah, with him.
(Zipporah was not with Moses, because Moses
had sent her home.) 3Jethro also brought
Moses' two sons with him. The first son was
named Gershom,* because when he was born,
Moses said, “I am a stranger in a foreign
country.” 4The other son was named Eliezer,*
because when he was born, Moses said, “The
God of my father helped me and saved me
from the king of Egypt.” 5So Jethro went to
Moses while Moses was camped in the desert
near the mountain of God (Mount Sinai).
Moses” wife and his two sons were with
Jethro.

6 Jethro sent a message to Moses,; Jethro
said, “This is your father-in-law Jethro. | am
bringing your wife and her two sons to you.”

7S0 Moses went out to meet his father-in-
law. Moses bowed down before him and
kissed him. The two men asked about each
other’s health. Then they went into Moses
tent to talk more. 8Moses told Jethro
everything the Lord had done for the people of
Israel. Moses told about the things the Lord
did to Pharaoh and the people of Egypt. Moses
told about al the problems they had aong the
way. And Mosestold his father-in-law how the
Lord saved the people of Israel every time
there wastrouble.

9Jethro was happy when he heard al the
good things the Lord had done for Isragl. He
was glad that the Lord had freed the people of
Israel from the Egyptians. 10Jethro said,

“Praisethe Lord!
He freed you from the power of Egypt.
The Lord saved you from Pharaoh.
11 Now | know the Lord
IS greater than al the gods.
They thought they were in control,
but ook what God did!

mountain of God That is, “Mount Horeb,” aso caled “Mount
Sinai."

Gershom This name is like the Hebrew words meaning “a
stranger there.”

Eliezer - Thisname means“My God helps.”
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12Jethro got some sacrifices* and offerings
to honor God. Then Aaron and all the elders
(leaders) of Israel came to eat with Moses
father-in-law Jethro. They all ate together
there with God.

13The next day, Moses had the specid job
of judging the people. , There were very many
people,; so the people had to stand before
Mosesall day.

14Jethro saw Moses judging the people. He
asked, “Why are you doing this? Why are you
the only judge? And why do people come to
you al day?’

15Then Moses said to his father-in-law,
“The people come to me and ask me to ask
for God's decision to their problem. 161f
people have an argument, they come to me. |
decide which person is right. In this way, |
teach the people God' s laws and teachings.”

17But Moses' father-in-law said to him,
“Thisisn't the right way to do this. 18]t istoo
much work for you to do alone. You can't do
this job by yourself. It wears you out. And it
makes the people tired too! 19Now, listen to
me. Let me give you some advice. And | pray
God will be with you. You should continue
listening to the problems of the people. And
you should continue to speak to God about
these things. 20Y ou should teach God's laws
and teachings to the people. Warn them not to
break the laws. Tell them the right way to
live. Tell them what they should do. 2But
you should also choose some of the people to
be judges and |eaders.

“Choose good men you can trust—men
who respect God. Choose men who will not
change their decisions for money. And make
these men rulers over the people. There
should be rulers over 1,000 people, 100
people, 50 people, and even over ten people.
22| et these rulers judge the people. If there is
a very important case, then they can come to
you and let you decide what to do. But they
can decide the other cases themselves. In this
way, these men will share your work with you
and it will be easier for you to lead the people.
23|f you do these things, Lord willing, then

sacrifice(s) A gift to God. Usually, it was a special animal that
was killed and burned on an altar.
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you will be till able to do your job. And at
the same time, the people can go home with
their problems solved.”

2450 Moses did what Jethro told him.
25Moses chose good men from among the
people of Israel. Moses made them leaders
over the people. There were rulers over 1,000
people, 100 people, 50 people, and ten people.
26These rulers were judges for the people. The
people could aways bring their arguments to
these rulers. And Moses had to decide only
the most important cases.

27After ashort time, Moses said goodbye to
his father-in-law Jethro. And Jethro went back
to his own home.

God’s Agreement with Israel

19The people of Israel reached the Sinai
desert in the third month of their trip
from Egypt. 2They had traveled from
Rephidim to the Sinai desert. The people of
Israel camped in the desert near the mountain
(Mount Horeb). 3Then Moses climbed up the
mountain to meet with God. God spoke to
him on the mountain and said, “Tell these
things to the people of Isragl, the great family
of Jacob: 4You people have seen what | can
do to my enemies. You saw what | did to the
people of Egypt. You saw that | carried you
out of Egypt like an eagle and brought you
here to me. 5So now | tell you to obey my
commands. Keep my Agreement. If you do
this, then you will be my own special people.
The whole world belongs to me. But | am
choosing you to be my own specia people.
6Y ou will be a specia nation—a kingdom of
priests.” Moses, you must tell the people of
|srael what | have said.”

7So Moses climbed down the mountain and
called the elders (rulers) of the people
together. Moses told the elders everything the
Lord had commanded him to tell them. 8All
the people spoke at the same time and said,
“Wewill obey everything the Lord says.”

Then Moses went back to God on the
mountain. Moses told God that the people
would obey him. 9And the Lord said to Moses,
“I' will come to you in the thick cloud. | will
speak to you. All of the people will hear me

EXODUS 18:24-19:22

talking to you. | will do this so that the people
will dways believe the things you tell them.”

Then Moses told God all the things the
people had said.

10And the Lord said to Moses, “Today and
tomorrow you must prepare the people for a
special meeting. The people must wash their
clothes 11and be ready for me on the third
day. On the third day the Lord will come
down to Mount Sinai. And all the people will
see me. 12-13But you must tell the people to
stay away from the mountain. Make aline and
don't let the people cross that line. Any
person or animal that touches the mountain
must be killed. He must be killed with rocks
or shot with arrows. But don't let anyone
touch him. The people must wait until the
trumpet blows. Only then can they go up the
mountain.”

14S0 Moses climbed down the mountain
and went to the people. Mases got them ready
for the special meeting and they washed their
clothes.

15Then Moses said to the people, “Be ready
for the meeting with God in three days. Until
that time, the men must not touch the women.”

160n the morning of the third day, a thick
cloud came down onto the mountain. There
was thunder and lightning and a very loud
sound from a trumpet. All the people in the
camp were frightened. 17Then Moses led the
people out of the camp to a place near the
mountain to meet God. 18Mount Sinai was
covered with smoke. Smoke rose off the
mountain like smoke from a furnace. This
happened because the Lord came down to the
mountain in fire. Also, the whole mountain
began to shake. 19The noise from the trumpet
became louder and louder. Every time Moses
spoke to God, God answered him with avoice
like thunder.

20Sp the Lord came down to Mount Sinal.
The Lord came from heaven to the top of the
mountain. Then the Lord called Moses to
come up to the top of the mountain with him.
So Moses went up the mountain.

21The Lord said to Moses, “Go down and
warn the people not to come near me and ook
a me. If they do this, then many people will
die. 22Also tell the priests who will come near
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me that they must prepare themselves for this
special meeting. If they don't do this, then |
will punish them.”

23Moses told the Lord, “But the people
cannot come up the mountain. You yourself
told usto make aline and not alow the people
to crossthe line to holy ground.”

24The Lord said to him, “Go down to the
people. Get Aaron and bring him back with
you. But don't let the priests or the people
come near me. | will punish them if they come
too close”

2550 Moses went down to the people and

told them these things.
2 Then God said, 2‘1 am the Lord* your
God. | led you out of the land of Egypt
where you were slaves. ;S0 you must obey
these commands;
3“You must not worship any other
gods except me.
4“You must not make any idols.*
Don’'t make any statues or pictures of
anything up in the sky or of anything on
the earth or of anything down in the
water. SDon’'t worship or serve idols of
any kind. Why? Because |, the Lord, am
your God. | hate my people worshiping
other gods.* People who sin against me
become my enemies. And | will punish
those people. And | will punish their
children, their grandchildren, and even
their great-grandchildren. 6But | will be
very kind to people who love me and
obey my commands. | will be kind to
their families for thousands of
generations!*
™You must not use the name of the
Lord your God in a wrong way. If a
person uses the Lord's name in a wrong
way, then that person is guilty. And the
Lord will not make him innocent.

The Ten Commandments

Lord Or,“YAHWEH."

idols  Statues of false gods that people worshiped.

| hate... gods Or, "I am El Kanah—the Jealous God.”

But | will be ... generations Or, “But | will show mercy to
thousands of people that love me and obey my commands.”
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8“You must remember to keep the
Sabbath* a specia day. SWork a your job
six days a week. 10But the seventh day is
a day of rest in honor of the Lord your
God. So on that day no person should
work—not you, your sons and daughters,
or your men and women slaves. Even
your animals and the foreigners living in
your cities must not work! 11Why?
Because the Lord worked six days and
made the sky, the earth, the sea, and
everything in them. And on the seventh
day, God rested. In this way, the Lord
blessed the Sabbath—the day of rest. The
Lord made that avery specia day.

12*Y ou must honor (respect) your
father and your mother. Do this so you
will have a full life in the land that the
Lord your God gives you.

13Y ou must not murder anyone.

14*You must not do the sin of
adultery.*

15*Y ou must not steal anything.

16“You must not tell lies about other
people.*

17Y ou must not want to take your
neighbor’s house. Y ou must not want his
wife. And you must not want his men
and women servants, or his cattle, or his
donkeys. You must not want to take
anything that belongs to another person!”

The People Are Afraid of God

18During all this time, the people in the
valley heard the thundering and saw the
lightning on the mountain. They saw smoke
rising from the mountain. The people were
afraid, and they shook with fear. They stood
away from the mountain and watched. 19Then
the people said to Moses, “If you want to
speak to us, then we will listen. But please
don't let God speak to us. If this happens, we
will die.”

20Then Moses said to the people, “Don’t be
afraid! The Lord has come to prove that he

Sabbath  Saturday, a specia day of rest and worship for Jews.

adultery  Breaking the marriage promise by doing sexud sin.

You ... other people Or, “You must not be a false witness
againgt your neighbor.”
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loves you. He wants you to respect him so
that you will not sin.”

21The people stood away from the
mountain while Moses went to the dark cloud
where God was. 22Then the Lord told Moses
to say these things to the people of Israel:
“You people have seen that | talked with you
from heaven. 23S0 you must not make idols
using gold or silver to compete with me. You
must not make these false gods.

24‘Make a special altar* for me. Use dirt to
make this altar. Offer burnt offerings and
fellowship offerings on this altar as a
sacrifice* to me. Use your sheep and your
cattle to do this. Do thisin every place where
| tell you to remember me. Then | will come
and bless you. 2If you use stones to make an
dtar, then don't use stones that were cut with
an iron tool.* If you do that, it will make the
altar not acceptable. 26And you must not
make steps leading up to the altar. If there are
steps, then when people look up to the altar,
they will be able to see under your clothes.”

Other Laws and Commands

2 1LThen God said to Moses, “These are

the other |laws that you will give to the
people:

2“If you buy a Hebrew* slave, then that
dave will serve for only six years. After six
years he will become free. He will have to
pay nothing. 3If the man is not married when
he becomes your slave, then when he
becomes free, he will leave without a wife.
But if the man is married when he becomes
your dave, then he will keep his wife a the
time he is made free. 4If the slave is not
married, the master can give him a wife. If
that wife gives birth to sons or daughters, then
she and her children will belong to the master.
After the dave is finished with his years of
service, then he will be made free.

5*But maybe the slave will decide that he
wants to stay with the master. Then he must

atar A table or raised area used for offering sacrifices.

sacrifice A gift to God. Usually, it was a special animal that
was killed and burned on an dltar.

irontool Literally, “sword.”

Hebrew Or, “Israglite.”

EXODUS 20:21-21:16

say, ‘| love my magter. | love my wife and my
children. | will not become free—I will stay.’
Bf this happens, then the master will bring the
slave before God. The master will take the
daveto adoor or the wooden frame around the
door. And the master will make a hole through
the slave's ear using a sharp tool. Then the
dave will servethat master for al hislife.

A man might decide to sdll his daughter
as a slave. If this happens, the rules for
making her free are not the same as the rules
for making the men dlaves free. 8If the master
is not pleased with the woman, then he can
sell the woman back to her father. If the
master promised to marry the woman,, then
he loses the right to sell the woman to other
people. 9If the master promised to let the
dlave woman marry his son, then she must not
be treated like a slave. She must be treated
like a daughter.

10“If the master marries another woman,
then he must not give less food or clothing to
the first wife. And he must continue to give
her the things she has a right to have in
marriage. 11The man must do these three
things for her. If he does not, then the woman
is made free, and it will cost her nothing. She
OWes no money to the man.

12°|f @ person hits someone and kills him,
then that person must be killed too. 13But if an
accident happens, and a person kills someone
without planning it, then God allowed that
thing to happen. | will choose some special
places where people can run for safety. So
that person can run to one of those places.
14But if a person planned to kill another
person because he is angry or hates him, then
that killer must be punished. Take him away
from my atar* and kill him.

15*Any person who hits his father or his
mother must be killed.

16“|f a person steals someone to sell him as
adave or to keep him for his own dave, then
that person must be killed.

atar A table or raised area used for offering sacrifices. It was
one of the special places an innocent person could run for
safety.
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17* Any person who curses* his father or his
mother must be killed.

18*Two men might argue and one might hit
the other with a rock or with his fist. How
should you punish that man?, If the man who
was hurt is not killed, then the man who hurt
him should not be killed. 19If the man was
hurt and must stay in bed for some time, then
the man who hurt him must support him. The
man who hurt him must pay for theloss of his
time. The man must support him until he is
completely healed.

20* Sometimes people beat their men or
women slaves. If the slave dies after he is
beaten, then the killer must be punished. 21But
if the dave does not die and after a few days
the dave becomes well, then that person will
not be punished.* Why? Because the master
paid his money for the slave, and the slave
belongs to him.

22*Two men might be fighting and they
might hurt a pregnant woman. This might
make the woman give birth to her babies
\before their time,. If the woman was not hurt
badly,* then the man who hurt her must pay a
fine. The woman's husband will decide how
much the man must pay. The judges will help
the man decide how much the fine will be.
23But if the woman was hurt badly,* then the
man who hurt her must be punished. If a
person is killed, then the person who caused it
must be killed., You must trade one life for
another life. 24You must trade an eye for an
eye, a tooth for a tooth, a hand for a hand, a
foot for afoot, 25a burn for a burn, a bruise for
abruise, acut for acut.

26“If aman hits a dave in the eye, and the
daveishlinded in that eye, then the dave will
be allowed to go free. His eye is the payment
for his freedom. This is the same for a man or
awoman dave. 27If a master hits his dave in
the mouth, and the dave loses atooth, then the
dave will be alowed to go free. The dave's
tooth is payment for the dave's freedom. This
Isthe same for aman or awoman dave.

curse  Toask for bad things to happen to someone.
punished  Or, “punished for murder.”
hurt badly Or, “killed.”
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28“If @ man's bull kills a man or woman,
then you should use rocks and kill that bull.
Y ou should not et the bull. But the owner of
the bull is not guilty. 29But if the bull had hurt
people in the past, and if the owner was
warned, then the owner is guilty. Why?
Because he did not keep the bull tied or
locked inits place. So if the bull is allowed to
be free and kills someone, then that owner is
guilty. You should kill the bull with rocks and
aso kill the owner. 30But the family of the
dead man may accept money. If they accept
money, then the man who owned the bull
should not be killed. But he must pay as much
money as the judge decides.

3This same law must be followed if the
bull kills a person’s son or daughter. 32But if
the bull kills a slave, then the owner of the
animal must pay the master 30 pieces of
silver.* And the bull must also be killed with
rocks. This law will be the same for men and
women slaves.

33*A man might take a cover off a well or
he might dig a hole and not cover it. If
another man’s animal comes and falls into
that hole, then the man who owns the hole is
guilty. 34The man who owns the hole must
pay for the animal. But after he pays for the
animal, then he will be allowed to keep the
body of that animal.

35“If one man’s bull kills another man’'s
bull, then they should sell the bull that is
aive. Both men will get half of the money
that comes from selling the bull, and both
men will also get half of the bull that was
killed. 36But if a man’'s bull has hurt other
animals in the past, then that owner is
responsible for his bull. If his bull kills
another bull, then he is guilty because he
adlowed the bull to be free. That man must
pay bull for bull. He must trade his bull for
the bull that was killed.
22“How should you punish a man who

steals a bull or a sheep? If the man kills
theanimal or sdllsit, then he can't give it back.
S0 he mugt pay five bulls for the one he stole.
Or, he must pay four sheep for the one he stole.

30 piecesof silver  The pricefor anew dave.
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He must pay for stealing. 2-4If he owns
nothing, then he will be sold as a dave. Buit if
the man still has the animal and you find it,
then that man must give the owner two animals
for every animal he stole. It doesn't matter if
the anima was abull or adonkey or a sheep.

“If athief is killed while trying to break
into a house at night;, then no one will be
guilty for killing him. But if this happens
during the day, then the person who killed
himwill be guilty ;of murder,.

5*A man might start a fire in his field or
vineyard. If he lets the fire spread and it
burns his neighbor’s field or vineyard, then
he must use his best crops to pay his neighbor
for hisloss*

6*A man might start a fire to burn thorn
bushes on his field. But if the fire grows and
burns his neighbor’s crops or the grain
growing on the neighbor’s field, then the
man that started the fire must pay for the
things he burned.

™A man might ask a neighbor to keep
some money or other things for him in his
neighbor’s house. What should you do if that
money or those things are stolen from the
neighbor’s house? You should try to find the
thief. If you find the thief, then he must pay
twice as much as the things are worth. 8But if
you can't find the thief, then God will judge if
the owner of the house is guilty. The owner of
the house must go before God, and God will
decideif the person stole something.

9*What should you do if two men disagree
about a bull or a donkey or sheep or clothing
or something that is lost. One man says, ‘This
ismine,’ and the other says, ‘No, it is mine.
Both men should go before God. God will
decide who is guilty. The person who was
wrong must pay the other man twice as much
asthething isworth.

10*A person might ask his neighbor to take
care of an animal for a short time. It might be
adonkey or abull or asheep. But what should
you do if that animal is hurt or dies or

A man ... loss Or, “5A man might let his animal graze in his
field or vineyard. If the animal wanders into another person’s
field or vineyard, then the owner must pay. The payment must
come from the best of his crop.”
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someone takes the animal while no one is
looking? 11That neighbor must explain that he
did not stea the animal. If this is true, then
the neighbor will promise to the Lord that he
did not steadl it. The owner of the animal must
accept this promise. The neighbor does not
have to pay the owner for the animal. 12But if
the neighbor stole the animal, then he must
pay the owner for the animal. 13If wild
animals killed the animal, then the neighbor
should bring the body as proof. The neighbor
will not have to pay the owner for the animal
that was killed.

141f a man borrows anything from his
neighbor, heisresponsible for that thing. If an
anima is hurt, or if the animal dies, then the
neighbor must pay the owner for the animal.
The neighbor is responsible, because the
owner was not there himself. 15But if the
owner was there with the animal, then the
neighbor does not have to pay. Or, if the
neighbor was paying money to use the animal
for work, then he will not have to pay if the
animal dies or is hurt. The money he paid to
use the animal will be enough payment.

16“|f a man has sexual relations with a pure
young woman who is not married,* then he
must marry her. And he must pay her father
the full dowry.* 17If the father refuses to
alow his daughter to marry him, then the man
must still pay the money. He must pay the full
amount for her.

18*Y ou must not alow any woman to do
evil magic. If she does magic, then you must
not let her live,

19Y ou must not alow any person to have
sexual relations with an animal. If this
happens, then that person must be killed.

20°If any person makes a sacrifice* to a
false god, then that person should be
destroyed. The Lord God is the only one you
should make sacrifices to.

married Or, “engaged.” In ancient Israel, many of the rules
concerning an engaged woman were the same as the rules for
amarried woman.

dowry The money aman gave the father of the bride so the man
could marry the woman.

sacrifice(s) A gift to God. Usually, it was a special animal that
was killed and burned on an dltar.
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21“Remember, in the past you were
foreignersin the land of Egypt. So you should
not cheat or hurt any person who isaforeigner
inyour land.

22*Y ou must never do anything bad to
women whose hushands are dead or to children
without parents. 23If you do anything wrong to
those widows or orphans, then | will know it. |
will hear about their suffering. 24And | will be
very angry. | will kill you with a sword. Then
your wives will become widows. And your
children will become orphans.

25| one of my peopleis poor, and you lend
him money, then you must not charge him for
that money. And you must not force him to
pay you quickly. 26Someone might give you
his coat as a promise that he will pay you the
money he owes you. But you must give that
coat back to him before the sun goes down.
27If that person doesn't have his coat, then he
will have nothing to cover his body. He will
get cold in his deep. And if he cries to me, |
will hear him. | will listen, because | am kind.

28°Y ou must not curse* God or the leaders
of your people.

29“At harvest time you should give me the
first grain and the first juice from your fruit.
Don't wait until latein the year.

“Give me your firsthorn* sons. 30Also, give
me your firstborn cattle and sheep. Let the
firstborn stay with its mother for seven days.
Then on the eighth day, give himto me.

31*You are my special people. So don't eat
the meat from something that was killed by
wild animals. Let the dogs eat that dead
animal.

2 “Don't tell lies against other people. If
you are a witness in court, then don’t
agreeto help abad person tell lies.

2“Don’t do something just because
everyone else is doing it. If a group of people
are doing wrong, don’t join them. You must
not let those people persuade you to do wrong
things—you must do what isright and fair.

curse To say bad things about someone or to ask for bad things
to him.

firsthorn  The first child born in afamily. The firstborn son was
very important in ancient times.
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3If apoor man is being judged, sometimes
people will support him because they feel
sorry for him. You must not do that. Support
himonly if heisright,,

4f you see alogt bull or donkey, then you
must return it to its owner. You must do this
even if the owner isyour enemy.

SIf you see an animal that can't walk
because it has too much to carry, you must
stop and help that animal. Y ou must help that
animal even if it belongs to one of your
enemies.

6*You must not let people be unfair to a
poor man. He must be judged the same as any
other person.

" Bevery careful if you say that apersonis
guilty of something. Don’t make false charges
against a person. Never allow an innocent
person to be killed as punishment for
something he did not do. Any person who
kills an innocent man is evil, and | will not
pardon (forgive) that person.

81f a person tries to pay you to agree with
him when he is wrong, don’t accept that
payment. A payment like that can blind judges
so that they can't see the truth. And a payment
like that can make good peopletell lies.

9“You must never do wrong things to a
foreigner. Remember, a onetime you were aso
foreignerswhen you lived in the [and of Egypt.

The Special Holidays

10“Plant seeds, harvest your crops, and
work the ground for six years. 11But the
seventh year, don’t use your land. | The
seventh year must be a specia time of rest for
the land.; Don't plant anything in your fields.
If any crops grow there, then allow the poor
people to have it. And alow the wild animals
to eat the food that is left. You should do the
same with your vineyards and with your fields
of olivetrees.

12*Work for six days. Then on the seventh
day, rest! This will allow your slaves and
other workers a time for rest and relaxation.
And your bulls and donkeys will aso have a
time of rest.

13“Be sure that you obey all these laws.
Don’'t worship false gods. You should not
even speak their names!
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144Y ou will have three specia holidays
each year. On these holidays, you will come
to my special place to worship me. 15The first
holiday will be the Festival of Unleavened
Bread. Thisis like | commanded you. At this
time you will eat bread that is made without
yeast. This will continue for seven days. You
will do this during the month of Abib,*
because thisis the time when you came out of
Egypt. Every person must bring a sacrifice to
me at that time.

16*The second holiday will be the Festival
of Pentecost. This holiday will be during the
early summer time, when you begin harvesting
the crops you planted in your fields.

“The third holiday will be the Festival of
Shelters* This will be in the fall* when you
gather all the crops from your fields.

17*So three times each year all the men will
come to the special place, to be with the Lord
your Master.

18“When you kill an animal and offer its
blood as a sacrifice,* you must not offer bread
that has yeast in it. /And when you eat the
meat from this sacrifice, you must eat al of
the meat in one day., Don't save any of the
meat for the next day.

19“When you gather your crops at harvest
time, you should bring the first of everything
you harvest to the house* of the Lord your God.

“You must not eat the meat from a young
goat that is boiled in its mother’ s milk.”

God Will Help Israel Take Their Land

20,God said,; “I am sending an angel before
you. This angel will lead you to the place that
| have prepared for you. The angel will
protect you. 210bey the angel and follow him.
Don't rebel against him. The angel will not

month of Abib Or, “the spring month,” that is, Nisan. This is
about March-April.

Festival of Shelters Also called “Succoth” and “Feast of
Tabernacles.” At thistime, the people lived in tents or shelters
for seven days to help them remember the time in the Sinai
desert.

inthefall Literally, “at the end of the year.” This meansthe end
of the growing season.

sacrifice(s) A gift to God. Usudly, it was a special animal that
was killed and burned on an altar.

house The “Holy Tent” where the people went to meet with
God. See Ex. 25:89.

EXODUS 23:14-30

forgive the wrong things you do to him. He
has my power in him. 22Y ou must obey
everything he says. You must do everything
that | tell you. If you do this, then | will be
with you. | will be against all of your
enemies. And | will be an enemy to every
person who is against you.”

23, God said,; “My angel will lead you
through the land. He will lead you against
many different people—the Amorites, the
Hittites, the Perizzites, the Canaanites, the
Hivites, and the Jebusites. But | will defeat all
of those people.

24Don't worship the gods of those people.
Don't ever bow down to those gods. Y ou must
never live the way those people live. Y ou must
destroy their idols* And you must break the
stones that help them remember their gods.*
25Y ou must serve the Lord your God. If you
do this, | will bless you with plenty of bread
and water. | will take away al sickness from
you. 26Y our women will all be able to have
babies. None of their babies will die a hirth.
And | will alow youto livelong lives.

27“When you fight against your enemies, |
will send my great power before you.* | will
help you defeat all your enemies. The people
that are against you will become confused in
battle and run away. 28| will send the hornet*
in front of you. He will force your enemies to
leave. The Hivite people, the Canaanite
people, and the Hittite people will leave your
country. 29But | will not force all those people
out of your land quickly. | will not do thisin
only one year. The land will be empty if |
force the people out too fast. Then al the wild
animals would increase and control the land.
And they would be much trouble for you.
30So | will force those people out of your land
very slowly. You will continue to move
across the land. And wherever you go | will
force the other people to leave.

idols  Statues of false gods that people worshiped.

stones that help them remember their gods Or, “memorias.”
Here, these were stone markers that people used in worshiping
their gods.

When you fight ... you Or, “News of my power will go before
you, and your enemieswill be frightened.”

hornet A stinging insect like a wasp or bee. This might be a
real hornet or it might mean God' s angel or his great power.



EXODUS 23:31-24:18

311 will give you al the land from the Red
Sea to the Euphrates River. The western border
will be the Philistine Sea (Mediterranean Sea),
and the eastern border will be the Arabian
Desert. | will let you defeat the people living
there. And you will force all those people
toleave.

32Y ou must not make any agreements with
any of those people or their gods. 33Don't let
them stay in your country. If you let them
stay, they will be like atrap to you—they will
cause you to sin against me. And you will
begin worshiping their gods.”

God and Israel Make Their Agreement

2 4LGodJ told Moses, “You, Aaron, Nadab,

Abihu, and the 70 elders (leaders) of
Israel must come up the mountain and
worship me from a distance. 2Then Moses
will come close to the Lord by himself. The
other men must not come close to the Lord,
and the rest of the people must not even come
up the mountain.”

3Moses told the people al the rules and
commands from the Lord. Then al the people
said, “Wewill obey al the commands that the
Lord has spoken.”

450 Moses wrote al of the commands of
the Lord (on a scroll;. The next morning,
Moses got up and built an altar* near the
bottom of the mountain. And he set up twelve
stones—one for each of the twelve family
groups of Israel. SThen Moses sent young men
of Israel to offer sacrifices.* These men
offered bulls to the Lord as burnt offerings
and fellowship offerings.

6M oses saved the blood from these animals.
Moses put half of the blood in bowls. And he
poured the other half of the blood on the
dtar.*

"Moses read the scroll with the special
Agreement written on it. Moses read the
Agreement so al the people could hear him.

atar A tableor raised area used for offering sacrifices.

sacrifice(s) A gift to God. Usually it was a specid animal that
was killed and burned on an dltar.

Moses saved theblood ... altar  The blood was used to sedl the
Agreement between God and the people. It was poured on the
atar to show that God shared in the Agreement.
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And the people said, “We have heard the
laws that the Lord has given us;. And we
agree to obey them.”

8Then Moses held the bowls full of the
blood from the sacrifices.* Moses threw that
blood on the people. He said, “This blood
shows that the Lord has made a special
Agreement with you. The laws God gave you
explain the Agreement.”

9Then Moses, Aaron, Nadab, Abihu, and
the 70 elders (leaders) of Israel went up the
mountain. 190n the mountain, these men saw
the God of Israel. God was standing on
something that looked like blue sapphires, as
clear as the sky! 11All the leaders of Israel
saw God, but God did not destroy them.*
They al ate and drank together.

Moses Goes to Get God's Law

12The Lord said to Moses, “Come to me on
the mountain. | have written my teachings and
laws on two flat stones. These teachings and
laws are for the people. | will give these flat
stonesto you.”

13S0 Moses and his helper, Joshua, went up
the mountain of God. 14Moses said to the
elders (leaders), “Wait here for us, we will
come back to you. While I am gone, Aaron
and Hur will rule over you. Go to those men if
anyone has a problem.”

Moses Meets with God

15Then Moses went up the mountain. And
the cloud covered the mountain. 16The Glory
of the Lord* came down on Mount Sinai. The
cloud covered the mountain for six days. On
the seventh day, the Lord spoke to Moses
from the cloud. 17The people of Israel could
see the Glory of the Lord. It was like a fire
burning on top of the mountain.

18Then Moses went higher up the mountain
into the cloud. Moses was on the mountain for
40 days and 40 nights.

saw God ... destroy them The Bible says that peaple cannot
see God. But God wanted these leaders to know what he was
like, s0 he let them see him in some specid way.

Glory of the Lord One of the forms God used when he
appeared to people. It waslike abright, shining light.
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Gifts for the Holy Things

2 The Lord said to Moses, 2“Tell the

people of Israel to bring me gifts. Each
person must decide in his heart what he wants
to give me. Accept these gifts for me. 3Hereis
the list of the things that you should accept
from the people: gold, silver, and bronze*;
4blue, purple, and red yarn and fine linen;
goat hair, Sram skins dyed red, and fine
leather*; acacia wood; 6oil for the lamps;
spices for the anointing oil* and spices for the
sweet-smelling incense.* 7Also accept onyx
stones and other jewels to be put on the
Ephod* and the Judgment Pouch.*”

The Holy Tent

8God also said,; “The people will build a
holy place for me. Then | can live among
them. 9 will show you what the Holy Tent*
and everything in it should look like. Build
everything exactly like | show you.

The Box of the Agreement

10“Use acacia wood and build a special
box. This Holy Box must be 2 1/2 cubits*
long, 1 1/2 cubits* wide, and 1 1/2 cubits
high. 11Use pure gold to cover the Box inside
and out. Put gold trim around the edges of the
Box. 12Make four gold rings for carrying the
Box. Put the gold rings on the four corners,
two rings on each side. 13Then make poles for
carrying the Box. These poles should be made
from acacia wood and covered with gold.
14pyt the poles through the rings on the
corners of the Box. Use these poles to carry

bronze A metal. The Hebrew word can mean “copper,”
“bronze,” or “brass.”

fine leather A specia kind of leather made from the skin of an
animal like a seal or seacow.

anointing oil  Fine olive ail that was poured on people or things
to show they were chosen for a specia work or purpose.

incense Special dried tree sap. Burned to make a sweet-
smelling smoke, it was offered as a gift to God.

Ephod A special coat worn by the priests. See Ex. 28:6-14.

Judgment Pouch A piece of clothing like abib or an apron that
covered the priest's chest.

Holy Tent Or, “tabernacle,” the tent where God came to live
among his people. It was often called the “Meeting Tent.”

2 1/2 cubits 4 35/8" (1.31m).

112 cubits 2’ 7" (78.75cm).

EXODUS 25:1-27

the Box. 15These poles should always stay in
the rings of the Box. Don't take the poles oui.

16,God said,; “I will give you the
Agreement.* Put the Agreement into this Box.
17Then make a cover.* Make it from pure
gold. Make it 2 1/2 cubits* long and 1 1/2
cubits* wide. 18“Then make two Cherub
angelst and put them on each end of the cover.
Hammer gold to make these angels. 19Put one
angel on one end of the cover, and put the
other angel on the other end. Join the angels
together with the cover to make one piece.
20The wings of these angels should spread up
toward the sky. The angels should cover the
Box with their wings. The angels should face
each other, looking toward the cover.

21| will give you the Agreement.* Put that
Agreement in the Box, and put the cover* on
the Box. 2When | meet with you, | will speak
from between the Cherub angels* on the
cover that is on the Box of the Agreement.*
From that place | will give all my commands
to the people of Isragl.

The Table

23*Make a table from acacia wood. The
table must be 2 cubits* long, 1 cubit* wide,
and 1 1/2 cubitst high. 24Cover the table with
pure gold and put gold trim around it. 25Then
make a frame 1 handbreadth* wide around the
table. And put gold trim on the frame. 26Then
make four gold rings and put them on the four
corners of the table, where the four legs are.
2Pyt the rings close to the frame around the

Agreement Literally, “Proof.” The flat stones with the Ten
Commandments written on them were proof of the Agreement
between God and the people of |sragl.

cover Also caled “mercy seat.” The Hebrew word can mean
“lid,” “cover,” or “the place where sins are forgiven.”

Cherub angels Special angels from God. Statues of these
angelswere on top of the Box of the Agreement.

Agreement Literally, “Proof.” The flat stones with the Ten
Commandments written on them were proof of the Agreement
between God and the people of Isragl.

Box of the Agreement Or, “ark of the Covenant.” The box
containing the flat stones with the Ten Commandments
written on them and other things that proved God was with the
people of Isragl during their timein the Sinai desert.

2 cubits 3 55/16" (105cm).

1cubit 1’ 85/8" (52.5cm).

1handbreadth  Thewidth of 4 fingers, about 3" (7.7cm).



EXODUS 25:28-26:13

top of the table,. These ringswill hold the poles
used to carry the table. 2Use acacia wood to
make the poles, and cover them with gold. The
poles are for carrying the table. 2Make the
plates, the spoons, the pitchers, and the bowls
from pure gold. The pitchers and bowls will be
used for pouring the drink offerings,. 30Put the
specia bread* before me on the table. It must
dways betherein front of me.

The Lampstand

3Then you must make a lampstand. Use
pure gold and hammer it to make the base and
the shaft.* Make flowers, buds, and petals
from pure gold. Join al these things together
into one piece.

32The lampstand must have six branches—
three branches on one side, and three branches
on the other. 33Each branch must have three
flowers. Make these flowers like almond
flowers with buds and petals. 34Make four
more flowers for the lampstand. These flowers
must be made like amond flowers with buds
and petals. 35There will be six branches on the
lampstand—three branches coming out from
each side of the shaft. Make a flower with buds
and petals below each of the three places
where the branches join the shaft. 36The whole
lampstand with the flowers and branches must
be made from pure gold. All this gold must be
hammered and joined together into one piece.
3'Then make seven lamps* to go on the
lampstand. These lamps will give light to the
areain front of the lampstand. 38Use pure gold
to make the wick trimmers* and the trays.
39Use 75 pounds* of pure gold to make the
lampstand and the things to be used with it.
40Be very careful to make everything exactly
the way | showed you on the mountain.”

special bread Also called “bread of the Presence.” Every day
this bread was put before God on the specid table in the Holy
Place.

baseand theshaft  Or, “flared base.”

lamps  These lamps were small bowlsfilled with ail. A wick was
put in the bowl and it to produce light.

wick trimmers  Tools used to extinguish the lamps.

75pounds Literaly, “akikar.”
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The Holy Tent

26Jhe Lord said to Moses, “The Holy
Tent* should be made from ten
curtains. These curtains must be made from
fine linen* and blue, purple, and red yarn. A
skilled worker should sew pictures of Cherub
angels* with wings into the curtains. 2Make
each curtain the same size. Each curtain
should be 28 cubits* long and 4 cubits* wide.
3Join the curtains together into two groups.
Join five curtains together to make one group,
and join five curtains together to make the
other group. 4Use blue cloth to make loops
along the edge of the end curtain in one
group. Do the same on the end curtain in the
other group. SThere must be 50 loops on the
end curtain of the first group. And there must
be 50 loops on the end curtain of the other
group. 6Then make 50 gold rings to join the
curtains together. Thiswill join the Holy Tent
together into one piece.

“Make another tent that will cover the
Holy Tent.* Use eleven curtains to make this
tent. Make these curtains from goat hair. 8All
these curtains must be the same size. They
must be 30 cubits* long and 4 cubits* wide.
9Join five of the curtains together into one
group. Then join the other six curtains
together into another group. Fold back half of
the sixth curtain at the front of the Tent.
10Make 50 loops down the edge of the end
curtain of one group. Do the same for the end
curtain of the other group. 11Then make 50
bronze* rings to join the curtains together.
This will join the tent together into one piece.
12Hdlf of the end curtain of this tent will hang
down below the back edge of the Holy Tent.
130n the sides, the curtains of this tent will

Holy Tent Or, “tabernacle,” the tent where God came to live
among his people.

linen  Thread or cloth made from the fibers of the flax plant.

Cherub angels Special angels from God. Statues of these
angelswere on top of the Box of the Agreement.

28 cubits 48’ 23/4" (14.7m).

4cubits 6 1013/16" (2.1m).

Holy Tent Or, “tabernacle,” the tent where God came to live
among his people.

30 cubits 51’ 8 1/16" (15.75m).

bronze A metal. The Hebrew word can mean “copper,”
“bronze,” or “brass.”
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hang down 1 cubit* below the bottom edges
of the Holy Tent. So this tent will completely
cover the Holy Tent. 14Make two coverings to
go over the outer tent. One covering should be
made from ram skins dyed red. The other
covering should be made from fine leather.*

15*Use acacia wood to make frames to
support the Holy Tent.* 16The frames should
be 10 cubits* high and 1 1/2 cubits* wide.
17Two side poles should be joined together
with cross pieces to make each frame. All the
frames for the Holy Tent must be the
same.18Make 20 frames for the south side of
the Holy Tent. 19And make 40 silver bases for
the frames. Each frame should have two silver
bases to go under it—one base for each side
pole. 20Make 20 more frames for the other
side (the north side) of the Holy Tent. 21And
make 40 silver bases for these frames—two
bases under each frame. 22Make six more
frames for the back (the west side) of the Holy
Tent. 22Make two frames for the corners at
the back of the Holy Tent. 24The frames at the
corners should be joined together at the
bottom. At the top, aring will hold the frames
together. Do the same for both corners.
25There will be atotal of eight frames for the
west end of the Tent,. And there will be 16
silver bases—two bases under each frame.

26“Use acacia wood and make braces for
the frames of the Holy Tent.* There should be
five braces for the first side of the Holy Tent.
27And there should be five braces for the
frames on the other side of the Holy Tent.
And there should be five braces for the frames
a the back (the west side) of the Holy Tent.
28The middle brace should pass through the
frames from one end to the other.

29“Cover the frames with gold. And make
rings for the frames to hold the braces. Make
these rings from gold. Also, cover the braces
with gold. 30Build the Holy Tent* the way |
showed you on the mountain.

lcubit 1'85/8" (52.5cm).

fineleather  Leather made from the skin of an animal like a seal
O a52aCoW.

Holy Tent Or, “tabernacle,” the tent where God came to live
among his people.

10 cubits 17’ 211/16" (5.25m).

11/2 cubits 2 7" (78.75cm).

EXODUS 26:14-27:2

Inside the Holy Tent

31*Use fine linen* and make a special
curtain to divide the inside of the Holy Tent,.
Use blue, purple, and red yarn and sew
pictures of Cherub angels into the curtain.
32Make four posts from acacia wood, and
cover the posts with gold. Put hooks made
from gold on the four posts. Put four silver
bases under the posts. Then hang the curtain
on the gold hooks. 33Put the curtain under the
gold rings.* Then put the Box of the
Agreement* behind the curtain. This curtain
will separate the Holy Place from the Most
Holy Place. 34Put the cover* on the Box of
the Agreement in the Most Holy Place.

3 In the Holy Place, on the other side of
the curtain put the special table you made.
The table should be on the north side of the
Holy Tent.* Then put the lampstand on the
south side. Thiswill be across from the table.

The Door of the Holy Tent

36“Then make a curtain to cover the entrance
to the Holy, Tent.* Use blue, purple, and red
yarn and fine linen to make this curtain. And
weave pictures into it. 3’Make gold hooks for
this curtain. And make five posts using acacia
wood covered with gold. And make five
bronze* bases for the five posts.”

The Altar for Burning Offerings

27LThe Lord said to Moses, “Use acacia
wood and build an altar.* The atar
should be square. It must be 5 cubits* long,
5 cubitst wide, and 3 cubits* high. 2Make a
horn for each of the four corners of the altar.

linen  Thread or cloth made from the fibers of the flax plant.

under the gold rings  The 50 gold rings that joined together the
two parts of the Holy Tent. See Ex. 26:6.

Box of the Agreement  Or, “ark of the Covenant.” The box
containing the flat stones with the Ten Commandments
written on them and the other things that proved God was with
the people of |srael during their timein the Sinai desert.

cover Also caled “mercy seat.” The Hebrew word can mean
“lid,” “cover” or “the place where sins are forgiven.”

bronze A metal. The Hebrew word can mean “copper,”
“bronze,” or “brass.”

atar A tableor raised area used for offering sacrifices.

5cubits 8 75/16” (2.625m).

3cubits 5 2" (1.575m).



EXODUS 27:3-28:1

Join each horn to its corner so that everything
isone piece. Then cover the altar with bronze.*

3*Use bronze* to make al the tools and
dishes that will be used on the atar.* Make
pots, shovels, bowls, forks, and pans. These
will be used for cleaning ashes from the altar.
4Make a grating for the atar. This grating will
be shaped like a net. And make a bronze ring
a each of the four corners of the grating. SPut
the grating under the ledge at the bottom of
the dtar. The grating will go halfway up into
the altar from below.

6*Use acacia wood to make poles for the
dtar,* and cover them with bronze.* 7Put the
poles through the rings on both sides of the
dtar. Use these poles for carrying the altar.
8Make the altar like an empty box with the
sides made from boards. Make the atar just
like | showed you on the mountain.

The Courtyard Around the Holy Tent

9“Make a courtyard for the Holy Tent.* The
south side should have awall of curtains 100
cubits* long. These curtains must be made
from fine linen.* 10Use 20 posts and 20
bronze* bases under the posts. The hooks for
the posts and the curtain rods* should be
made from silver. 11The north side must aso
have a wall of curtains 100 cubits long. It
must have 20 posts, and 20 bronze bases. The
hooks for the posts and the curtain rods must
be made from silver.

12*On the west side of the courtyard there
must be a wall of curtains 50 cubits* long.
There must be ten posts and ten bases. 13The
east side of the courtyard must also be 50
cubits long. 14 This east side is the entrance to
the courtyard., One side of the entrance must
have curtains 15 cubits* long. There must be

bronze A metal. The Hebrew word can mean “copper,”
“bronze,” or “brass.”

atar A tableor raised area used for offering sacrifices.

Holy Tent Or, “tabernacle,” the tent where God came to live
among his people. It isoften called the “Meeting Tent.”

100 cubits 172" 3" (52.5m).

linen  Thread or cloth made from the fibers of the flax plant.

curtain rods These were either rods that joined the posts
together or grommets (rings) sewn into the curtains.

50 cubits 86’ 11/2" (26.25m).

15 cubits 25" 10" (7.875m).
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three posts and three bases on this side. 15The
other side must also have curtains 15 cubits
long. There must be three posts and three
bases on that side.

16Make a curtain 20 cubits* long to cover
the entrance to the courtyard. Make that
curtain from fine linen* and blue, purple, and
red yarn. Weave designs into that curtain.
There must be four posts and four bases for
that curtain. 17All the posts around the
courtyard must be joined with silver curtain
rods;. The hooks on the posts must be made
from silver, and the bases for the posts must
be bronze.* 18The courtyard should be 100
cubits* long and 50 cubits* wide. The wall of
curtains around the courtyard should be 5
cubits* high. The curtains must be made
from fine linen. The bases under the posts
must be bronze. 19All the tools, tent pegs, and
other things used in the Holy Tent* must be
made from bronze. And all the pegs for the
curtains around the courtyard, must be made
from bronze.

Oil for the Lamp

20“Command the people of Isragl to bring
the best olive oil. Use this ail for the lamp that
must be lit each evening. 21Aaron and his
sons will have the job of caring for the lamp.
They will go into the first room of, the
Meeting Tent.* Thisis outside  the room with,
the Agreement* that is behind the curtain that
separates the two rooms;. In this place they
will make sure the lamp continues burning
before the Lord from evening till morning.
The people of Israel and their descendantst
must obey this law forever.”

Clothes for the Priests

28LThe Lord said to Moses,, “Tell your
brother Aaron and his sons, Nadab,
Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar, to come to you

20 cubits 34’ 53/8" (10.5m).

5cubits 8 75/16" (2.625m).

Meeting Tent  The Holy Tent (tabernacle), where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.

Agreement Literally, “Proof.” The flat stones with the Ten
Commandments written on them. These were proof of the
Agreement between God and the peaple of Isragl.

descendants A person’s children and their future families.
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from the people of Israel. These men will
serve me as priests.

2*‘Make special clothes for your brother
Aaron. These clothes will give him honor and
respect. 3There are skilled men among the
people who can make these clothes. | have
given these men special wisdom. Tell those
men to make the clothes for Aaron. These
clothes will show that he serves mein a
special way. Then he can serve me asa priest.
4These are the clothes the men should make:
the Judgment Pouch,* the Ephod,* a blue
robe, a white woven robe, a turban* and a
sash (belt). The men must make these specid
clothes for your brother Aaron and his sons.
Then Aaron and his sons can serve me as
priests. 5Tell the men to use gold threads, fine
linen,* and blue, purple and red yarn.

The Ephod and the Sash

6*Use gold threads, fine linen,* and blue,
purple, and red yarn to make the Ephod.* This
must be the work of a very skilled person. 7At
each shoulder of the Ephod there should be a
shoulder piece. These shoulder pieces should
be tied to the two corners of the Ephod.

8The men will very carefully weave asash
(belt) for the Ephod. This sash must be made
the same way as the Ephod—use gold threads,
finelinen,* and blue, purple, and red yarn.

9“Take two onyx stones. Write the names
of the twelve sons of Israel (Jacob) on these
jewels. 10Write six names on one jewel and
six names on the other jewel. Write the names
in order, from the oldest son to the youngest.
11Cut the names of the sons of Israel on these
stones. Do this the way a worker makes a
sed.* Put the jewels in gold settings. 12Then
put these two jewels on the shoulder pieces of
the Ephod. Aaron will wear this special coat
when he stands before the Lord. And the two
stones with the names of the sons of Israel

Judgment Pouch A piece of clothing like abib or an apron that
covered the high priest’s chest.

Ephod A specia coat worn by the priests.

turban Head covering made by wrapping along piece of cloth
around the head or around a cap worn on the head.

linen  Thread or cloth made from the fibers of the flax plant.

seal  Small stones with designs cut into them. Pressed into wet
clay or hot wax, they made a special mark.
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will be on the Ephod. These jewels will cause
God to remember the people of Israel. 13Use
fine gold to hold the stones on the Ephod.
14Twist chains of pure gold together like a
rope. Make two of these gold chains and
fasten them to the gold settings.

The Judgment Pouch

15*Make the Judgment Pouch* for the high
priest. Skilled workers should make this
pouch like they made the Ephod.* They must
use gold threads, fine linen,* and blue, purple,
and red yarn. 16The Judgment Pouch should
be folded double to make a square pocket;. It
should be 1 span* long and 1 span wide. 1/Put
four rows of beautiful jewels on the Judgment
Pouch. The first row of jewels should have a
ruby, a topaz, and a beryl. 18The second row
should have a turquoise, a sapphire, and an
emerald. 19The third row should have a
jacinth, an agate, and an amethyst. 20The
fourth row should have a chrysolite, an onyx,
and a jasper. Set all these jewels in gold.
21There will be twelve jewels on the
Judgment Pouch—one jewel for each of the
sons of Israel (Jacob). Write the name of one
of the sons of Israel on each of the stones. Cut
these names into each stone like a worker
makes a seal .*

22“Make chains of pure gold for Judgment
Pouch.* These chains must be braided like a
rope. 22Make two gold rings and put them on
two corners of the Judgment Pouch. 24Put the
two golden chains through the two rings at the
corners of the Judgment Pouch. 25Fasten the
other ends of the gold chains to the two
settings. This will fasten them to the two
shoulder pieces of the Ephod* on the front.
26Make two more gold rings and put them on
the other two corners of the Judgment Pouch.
This will be on the inside edge of the
Judgment Pouch next to the Ephod. 2"Make
two more gold rings and put them on the
bottom of the shoulder pieces on the front of
the Ephod. Put the gold rings above the sash
(belt) of the Ephod. 28Use blue ribbon to tie
the rings of the Judgment Pouch to the rings

1span About 9" (23cm). Thisisthe distance from the tip of the
thumb to the tip of the little finger.



EXODUS 28:29-29:5

of the Ephod. In this way the Judgment Pouch
will rest close to the sash and will be held
against the Ephod.

2%“When Aaron enters the Holy Place* he
must wear the Judgment Pouch.* In this way
he will wear the names of the twelve sons of
Israel over hisheart. And the Lord will always
be reminded of them. 30Put the Urim and
Thummim* inside the Judgment Pouch. They
will be over Aaron’s heart when he goes
before the Lord. So Aaron will aways carry
with him away of judging the people of Israel
when heis before the Lord.

Other Clothes for the Priests

31“Make a blue robe for the Ephod.*
32Make a hole in the center for the head. And
sew a piece of cloth around the edge of this
hole. This cloth will |be like a collar that,
keeps the hole from tearing. 33Use blue,
purple, and red yarn to make cloth
pomegranates.* Hang these pomegranates
around the bottom edge of the robe. And hang
gold bells between the pomegranates. 34So
around the bottom edge of the robe there
should be bells and pomegranates. There
should be a bell between each pomegranate.
3S5Aaron will wear this robe when he serves as
apriest. The bellswill ring as Aaron goesinto
the Holy Place* to stand before the Lord. And
the bells will ring as he leaves the Holy Place.
Thisway Aaron will not die.

36“*Make a strip of pure gold and carve
words into the gold the way people make a
seal.* Write these words: HOLY TO THE
LORD. 37Fasten the gold strip to a blue
ribbon. Tie the blue ribbon around the
turban.* The gold strip should be on the front
of the turban. 38Aaron will wear this on his

Holy Place One of the two roomsin the Holy Tent.

Judgment Pouch A piece of clothing like abib or an apron that
covered the high priet’s chest.

Urim and Thummim  Used by the priest to learn God's answer
to questions. They were probably like lots—stones, sticks, or
hones that were thrown like dice.

Ephod A special coat worn by the priests.

pomegranates A red fruit about the size of an orange.

seal  Small stones with designs cut into them. Pressed into wet
clay or hot wax, they made a specia mark.

turban  Head covering made by wrapping a long piece of cloth
around the head or around a cap worn on the head.
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head. In this way he will remove the quilt if
anything is wrong with the gifts of the people
of lsrael.* These are the gifts the people give
to the Lord. Aaron will always wear this on
his head so that the Lord will accept the gifts
of the people.

3%Use fine linen to make the white woven
robe. And use fine linen to make the turban.*
The sash (belt) should have designs sewn into
it. 40Also make coats, belts, and turbans for
Aaron’s sons. This will give them honor and
respect. 41Put the clothes on your brother
Aaron and his sons. Then pour the specid ail
on them to make them priests. This will make
them holy, and they will serve me as priests.

42‘Use linen* to make underclothes for the
priests. These underclothes will cover them
from the waist to the thighs. 43Aaron and his
sons must wear these clothes anytime they
enter the Meeting Tent.* They must wear
these clothes when they come near to the altar
to serve as priests in the Holy Place. If they
don’t wear these clothes, then they will be
guilty of wrong, and they will have to die. All
this should be a law that continues forever for
Aaron and al hisfamily after him.”

The Ceremony for Appointing the Priests

2 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Now |
will tell you what you must do to show
that Aaron and his sons serve me in a specid
way as priests. Find one young bull and two
young goats that have nothing wrong with
them. 2Then use fine wheat flour without
yeast to make bread. And use the same things
to make cakes mixed with olive oil. And
make small thin cakes spread with oil. 3Put
this bread and the cakes in a basket. Then give
the basket to Aaron and his sons. At the same
time give them the bull and the two rams.
4Then bring Aaron and his sons to the
entrance of the Meeting Tent.* Wash them
with water. SPut the specia clothes on Aaron.
Put on him the white woven robe and the blue

Inthisway ... Israel Literaly, “It will keep him holy when he
bears the guilt from the gifts of the peaple of Israel.”

linen Thread or cloth made from the fibers of the flax plant.

Megting Tent  The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.
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robe that is worn with the Ephod.* Put the
Ephod and the Judgment Pouch* on him.
Then tie the beautiful sash (belt) on him. 6Put
the turban* on his head. And put the specid
crown around the turban. 7Take the anointing
oil* and pour it on Aaron’s head. This will
show that Aaron is chosen for thiswork.

8 Then bring Aaron’s sons to that place.
Put the white woven robes on them. 9Then tie
sashes (belts) around their waists. Give them
the specia hats to wear. At that time they will
begin to be priests. They will be priests
because of the specia law that will continue
forever. Thisis the way you will make Aaron
and his sons priests.

10*Then bring the bull to that place at the
front of the Meeting Tent.* Aaron and his
sons must put their hands on the bull’s head.
UThen kill that bull there at the entrance to
the Meeting Tent. The Lord will see this.
12Then take some of the bull’s blood and go
to the altar.* Use your finger to put some
blood on the horns of the altar. Pour al the
blood that is left at the bottom of the altar.
13Then take all the fat from inside the bull, the
fatty part of the liver, both kidneys, and the
fat around them. Burn this fat on the altar.
14Then take the bull’s meat, his skin, and his
other parts and go outside your camp. Burn
these things there outside the camp. Thisisan
offering to take away the sins of the priests.

15*Then tell Aaron and his sonsto put their
hands on the head of one of the rams. 16Kill
that ram and save the blood. Throw the blood
againgt the dtar* on al four sides. 1/Then cut
the ram into several pieces. Wash dl the parts
from inside the ram and the legs. Put these
things with the head and the other pieces of
the ram. 18Then burn everything on the altar.

Ephod A specia coat worn by the priests.

Judgment Pouch A piece of clothing like abib or an apron that
covered the high priest’s chegt.

turban Head covering made by wrapping along piece of cloth
around the head or around a cap worn on the head.

anainting oil  Fine olive oil that was poured on things or people
to show they were chosen for a special work or purpose.

Meeting Tent  The Holy Tent (tabernacle), where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.

altar A table or raised area used for offering sacrifices.

EXODUS 29:6-28

It isaburnt offering, an offering made by fire
tothe Lord. Its smell will please the Lord.

19“Tell Aaron and his sons to put their
hands on the other ram. 20Kill that ram and
save some of its blood. Put that blood on the
right earlobes of Aaron and his sons. Also put
some of the blood on the thumbs of their right
hands. And put some of the blood on the big
toes of their right feet. Then throw blood
againgt all four sides of the atar. 21Then take
some of the blood from the altar. Mix it with
the special oil and sprinkle it on Aaron and
his clothes. And sprinkle it on their sons and
their clothes. This will show that Aaron and
his sons serve mein aspecial way. And it will
show that their clothes are used only at
special times.

22“Then take the fat from the ram. (Thisis
the ram that will be used in the ceremony to
make Aaron the high priest.) Take the fat from
around the tail and the fat that covers the
organs inside the body. Then take the fat that
covers the liver, both kidneys and the fat on
them, and the right leg. 23Then take the basket
of bread that you made without yeast. This is
the basket you put before the Lord. Take these
things out of the basket: one loaf of bread, one
cake made with ail, and one small thin cake.
24Give these things to Aaron and his sons. Tell
them to hold these things in their hands before
the Lord. Thiswill be a specia offering to the
Lord. 25Then take these things from Aaron and
his sons and put them on the dtar* with the
ram. Then burn everything on the atar. It isa
burnt offering, an offering made by fire to the
Lord. Itssmell will pleasethe Lord.

26“Then take the breast from the ram.*
(This is the ram that will be used in the
ceremony to make Aaron the high priest.)
Hold the breast of the ram before the Lord as
a specia offering. Then take it back and keep
it. This part of the anima will be for you.
2TTake the breast and the leg of the ram that
was used to make Aaron the high priest and
make those parts holy (special). Then give
those special parts to Aaron and his sons.
28The people of Israel will dways give Aaron

ram(s) A male sheep.



EXODUS 29:29-30:4

and his sons these parts. Those parts will
dways belong to the priests when the people
of Israel make an offering to the Lord. When
they give these partsto the priest, it will be the
same as giving them to the L ord.

29* Save those special clothes that were
made for Aaron. Those clothes will belong to
dl his people who live after him. They will
wear those clothes when they are chosen to be
priests. 30Aaron’s son will become the next
high priest after him. That son will wear those
clothes seven days when he comes to the
Meeting Tent* to servein the Holy Place.*

31*Cook the meat from the ram* that was
used to make Aaron the high priest. Cook that
meat in a holy place. 32Then Aaron and his
sons must eat the meat at the front door of the
Meeting Tent.* And they must also eat the
bread that is in the basket. 33These offerings
were used to take away their sins when they
were made priests. Now they should eat those
offerings. 34f any of the meat from that ram
or any of the bread is left the next morning,
then it must be burned. You must not eat that
bread or the meat because it should be eaten
only inaspecial way at a special time.

35*You must do al these things for Aaron
and his sons. You must do them exactly as |
told you. The ceremony for appointing them to
be priests must continue for seven days. 36Y ou
must kill one bull every day for seven days.
This will be an offering for the sins of Aaron
and his sons. You will use these sacrifices* to
make the altar* pure. And pour olive oil on the
dtar to make it holy. 37Y ou will make the altar
pure and holy for seven days. At that time the
atar will become most holy. Anything that
touches the atar will also be holy.

38“Every day you must make an offering on
the altar.* You must kill two lambs that are
one year old. 30ffer one lamb in the morning
and the other in the evening. 40-41\When you

Meeting Tent  The Holy Tent (tabernacle), where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.

Holy Place One of the rooms in the Holy Tent.

ram(s) A male sheep.

sacrifice(s) A gift to God. Usually it was a specia animal that
wasKkilled and burned on an dltar.

atar A tableor raised area used for offering sacrifices.
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kill the first lamb, also offer 8 cups* of fine
wheat flour. Mix that flour with 1 quart* of
wine as an offering. When you kill the second
lamb in the evening, also offer the 8 cups of
fine flour. And offer 1 quart* of wine. Thisis
the same as you did in the morning. This will
be a food offering for the Lord. When you
burn this offering, the Lord will smell it, and
it will please him.

42°Y ou must burn these things as an
offering to the Lord every day. Do this a the
entrance of the Meeting Tent* before the
Lord. Continue to do this for al time. When
you make the offering, | the Lord will meet
you there and speak to you. 431 will meet with
the people of Israel at that place. And my
Glory* will make that place holy.

430 | will make the Meeting Tent* holy.
And | will make the atar* holy. And I will
make Aaron and his sons holy so that they can
serve me as priests. 451 will live with the
people of Israel. | will be their God. 46The
people will know that | am the Lord, their
God. They will know that | am the One who
led them out of Egypt so | could live with
them. | am the Lord, their God.”

The Altar for Burning Incense

SOLGod said to Moses, “Make an altar*
from acacia wood. You will use this
dtar for burning incense* 2You must make
the altar square—1 cubit* long and 1 cubit
wide. It must be 2 cubits* high. There will be
horns at the four corners. These horns must be
made as one piece with the atar. 3Cover the
top and all the sides of the altar with pure
gold. And put gold trim al around the altar.
4Below this trim there should be two gold
rings. There should be two gold rings on
opposite sides of the altar. These gold rings
will be used with poles to carry the altar.

8cups Literaly, “1/10 of ameasure.”

lquart Literaly, “2/4 hin.”

Glory The Glory of the Lord. One of the forms God used when
he appeared to people. It waslike a bright shining light.

incense Special dried tree sap. Burned to make a sweet-
smelling smoke, it was offered as a gift to God.

lcubit 1' 85/8" (52.5cm).

2 cubits 3 55/16” (105cm).
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SMake the poles from acacia wood also.
Cover the poles with gold. 6Put the altar in
front of the special curtain. The Box of the
Agreement* is behind that curtain. The dtar
will bein front of the cover* that is above the
Agreement.* This is the place where | will
meet with you.

™ Aaron must burn sweet smelling incense*
on the atar* every morning. He will do this
when he comes to care for the lamps. 8He
must burn incense again in the evening. Thisis
the time when he checks the lamps in the
evenings. So that incense will be burned
before the Lord every day forever. ®Don't use
this atar for offering any other kind of incense
or burnt offering. Don't use this atar to offer
any kind of grain offering or drink offering.

10*Once a year Aaron must make a specia
sacrifice* to the Lord. Aaron will use the
blood of the sin offering to erase the sins of
the people. Aaron will do this a the horns of
this atar.* This day will be called the Day of
Atonement. Thiswill be avery specia day for
the Lord.”

The Temple Tax

11The Lord said to Moses, 12“Count the
people of Israel so that you will know how
many people there are. Every time this is
done, every person must make a payment for
himself to the Lord. If each person does this,
then no terrible thing will happen to the
people. 13Every person who is counted must
pay 1/2 shekel. (That is 1/2 shekel by the
official measure.* This shekel weighs 20

Box of the Agreement Or, “ark of the Covenant.” The box
containing the flat stones with the Ten Commandments
written on them and other things that proved God was with the
people of Isragl during their timein the Sinal desert.

cover Also caled “mercy seat.” The Hebrew word can mean
“lid,” “cover” or “the place where sins are forgiven.”

Agreement Literaly, “Proof.” The flat stones with the Ten
Commandments written on them. These were proof of the
Agreement between God and the people of Isragl.

incense Special dried tree sap. Burned to make a sweet-
smelling smoke, it was offered as a gift to God.

atar A table or raised area used for offering sacrifices.

sacrifice(s) A gift to God. Usudly, it was a special animal that
was killed and burned on an altar.

official measure Literally, “holy shekel,” the standard of
measure used by the priestsin the tabernacle or temple.

EXODUS 30:5-24

gerahs.*) This half shekel is an offering to the
Lord. 14Every person who is at least 20 years
old will be counted. And every person
counted must give the Lord this offering.
15Rich people must not give more than 172
shekel. And poor people must not give less
than 1/2 shekel. All people will make the
same offering to the Lord. This will be a
payment for your life. 16Gather this money
from the people of Israel. Use the money for
the service in the Meeting Tent.* This
payment will be a way for the Lord to
remember his people. They will be paying for
their own lives.”

The Washing Bow!

17The Lord said to Moses, 18“Make a
bronze* bowl and put it on a bronze base.
You will use this for washing. Put the bowl
between the Meeting Tent* and the altar.* Fill
the bow! with water. 1%Aaron and his sons
must wash their hands and feet with the water
from this bowl. 20Every time they enter the
Meeting Tent or come near the altar they must
wash with water. This way they will not die.
21And they must wash their hands and their
feet so they won't die. This will be alaw that
continues forever for Aaron and his people.
This law will continue for al Aaron’s people
who will livein the future.”

The Anointing Ol

22Then the Lord said to Moses, 23“Find the
finest spices. Get 12 pounds* of liquid myrrh,
half that amount (that is, 6 pounds*) of sweet
smelling cinnamon, and 12 pounds of sweet
smelling cane, 24and 12 pounds of cassia. Use
the official measure* to measure all these
things. Also get 1 gallon* of olive ail.

gerah(s) 1/50 of an ounce.

Meeting Tent  The Holy Tent (tabernacle), where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.

bronze A metal. The Hebrew word can mean “copper,”
“bronze,” or “brass.”

12 pounds Literally, “500 measures.”

6 pounds Literally, “250 measures.”

lgallon Literaly, “ahin.”
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25*Mix al these things to make a special
sweet-smelling anointing oil.* 26Pour this oil
on the Meeting Tent* and on the Box of the
Agreement.* This will show that these things
have a specia purpose. 27Pour the oil on the
table and on al the dishes on the table. And
pour this oil on the lamp and on al its tools.
Pour the oil on the incense* atar. 28Also, pour
the oil on the altar for burning offerings to
God. Pour this ail on everything on that altar.
Pour this oil on the bowl and on the base
under the bowl. 29Y ou will make al these
things holy. They will be very specia to the
Lord. Anything that touches these things will
aso become holy.

30“Pour the oil on Aaron and his sons. This
will show that they serve mein a special way.
Then they can serve me as priests. 31Tell the
people of Israel that the anointing oil* is
holy—it must always be used only for me.
32No one should use this ail like an ordinary
perfume. Don't make perfume the same way
you make this specia ail. This il is holy, and
it should be very special to you. 33If anyone
makes a perfume like this holy oil, and if he
gives it to a foreigner, then that person must
be separated from his people.”

The Incense

34Then the Lord said to Moses, “Get these
sweet-smelling spices. resin, onycha, galbanum,
and pure frankincense. Be sure that you have
equa amounts of these spices. 35Mix the spices
together to make a sweet-smelling incense* Do
this the same as a perfume maker would do it.
Also mix salt with this incense. This will make
it pure and specidl. 36Grind some of the incense
until it becomes a fine powder. Put the powder

anointing oil  Olive oil that was poured on things or people to
show that they were chosen for a special work or purpose.

Meeting Tent  The Holy Tent (tabernacle), where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.

Box of the Agreement Or, “ark of the Covenant.” The box
containing the flat stones with the Ten Commandments written
on them and other things that proved God was with the people
of Israel during their timein the Sinai desert.

incense  Special dried tree sap. Burned to make a sweet-smelling
smoke, it was offered as a gift to God.
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in front of the Agreement* in the Meeting
Tent.* Thisis the place where | meet with you.
You must use this incense powder only for its
very special purpose. 37You must use this
incense only in this specia way for the Lord.
You will make this incense in a special way.
Don't make any other incense in this special
way. 38A person might want to make some of
this incense for himself, so he can enjoy the
smell. But if he does this, then he must be

Sseparated from his people.”
3 Then the Lord said to Moses, 2‘I have
chosen a man from the family group of
Judah to do some special work for me. His
name is Bezalel son of Uri son of Hur. 3| have
filled Bezalel with the Spirit of God—I have
given him the skill and knowledge to do all
kinds of things. 4Bezalel is a very good
designer. And he can make things from gold,
silver, and bronze. 5Bezalel can cut and set
beautiful jewels. And he can work with wood.
Bezalel can do al kinds of work. 6l have aso
chosen Oholiab to work with him. Oholiab is
the son of Ahisamach from the family group
of Dan. And | have given skillsto all the other
workers so they can make al the things that |
have commanded you:

7 the Mesting Tent,*
the Box of the Agreement,*
the cover* for the Box,
8 thetable and everything onit,
the altar* for burning incense,*
9 theadltar for burning offerings
and the things used & the dltar,
the bow! and the base under it,
10 the specidl clothes for Aaron the prieg,
the specia clothesfor Aaron’s sons
when they serve aspriests,
11 the sweet-smelling anainting oil *
the sweet-smelling incense for the
Holy Place.*

Bezalel and Oholiab

Agreement Literally, “Proof.” The flat stones with the Ten
Commandments written on them. These were proof of the
Agreement between God and the people of Isragl.

cover Also called “mercy seat.” The Hebrew word can mean
“lid,” “cover” or “the place where sins are forgiven.”

altar A table or raised area used for offering sacrifices.
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These workers must make al these things the
way that | have commanded you.”

The Sabbath

12Then the Lord said to Moses, 13“Tell the
people of Israel this: *You must follow the
rules about my special days of rest. You must
do this because they will be a sign between
you and me for al generations. This will
show you that |, the Lord, have made you my
specia people.

14**Make the Sabbath* a specia day. If a
person treats the Sabbath like any other day,
then that person must be killed. Any person
who works on the Sabbath day must be cut off
(separated) from his people. 15There are six
other days in the week for working. But the
seventh day isavery specia day of rest. That
is the special day to honor the Lord. Any
person who works during the Sabbath must be
killed. 16The people of Isragl must remember
the Sabbath and make it a specia day. They
must continue to do this forever. It is an
agreement between them and me that will
continue forever. 17The Sabbath will be asign
between me and the people of Isragl forever.
The Lord worked six days and made heaven
and earth. And on the seventh day he rested
and relaxed.””

1850 the Lord finished speaking to Moses
on Mount Sinai. Then the Lord gave him the
two flat stones with the Agreement* on them.
God used his finger and wrote on the stones.
3 The people saw that a long time had

passed and Moses had not come down
from the mountain. So the people gathered
around Aaron. They said to him, “Look, Moses
led us out of the land of Egypt. But we don't
know what has happened to him. So make us
some godsto go before usand lead us.”

ZAaron said to the people, “Bring me the
gold earrings that belong to your wives, sons,
and daughters.”

The Golden Calf

Sabbath  Saturday, a specid day of rest and worship for Jews.

Agreement  Literaly, “Proof.” The two flat stones with the Ten
Commandments written on them. These were proof of the
Agreement between God and the people of Isragl.

EXODUS 31:12-32:13

3So all the people gathered their gold
earrings and brought them to Aaron. 4Aaron
took the gold from the people. Then he used it
to make a statue of a calf. Aaron used a chisel
to carve the statue, ;and then he covered it
with gold,.

Then the people said, “Israel, here are your
gods! These are the gods that brought you out
of theland of Egypt!”

SAaron saw al these things. So he built an
dtar* in front of the calf. Then Aaron made
an announcement. He said, “Tomorrow will
be a special feast to honor the Lord.”

6The people woke up very early the next
morning. They killed animals and offered
them as burnt offerings and fellowship
offerings. The people sat down to eat and
drink. Then they got up and had awild party.

TAt the same time, the Lord said to Moses,
“Go down from this mountain. Your people,
the people you brought out of the land of
Egypt, have done a terrible sin. 8They have
very quickly turned away from the things |
commanded them to do. They made a calf
from melted gold for themselves. They are
worshiping that calf and making sacrifices* to
it. The people have said, ‘Israel, these are the
gods that led you out of Egypt."”

9The Lord said to Moses, “| have seen these
people. | know that they are very stubborn
people. They will always turn against me. 10So
now |et me destroy them in anger. Then | will
make a great nation from you.”

11But Moses begged the Lord his God,
“Lord, don't let your anger destroy your
people. You brought these people out of
Egypt with your great power and strength.
12 But if you destroy your people,; then the
Egyptians can say, ‘The Lord planned to do
bad things to his people. That is why he led
them out of Egypt. He wanted to kill them in
the mountains. He wanted to wipe them off
the earth.” So don't be angry at your people.
Please change your mind! Don't destroy your
people. 13Remember Abraham, Isaac, and
Israel (Jacob). Those men served you. And

atar A tableor raised area used for offering sacrifices.
sacrifice(s) A gift to God. Usually, it was a special animal that
was killed and burned on an dltar.
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you used your name to make a promise to
them. You said: ‘I will make your people as
many as the stars in the sky. | will give your
people al thisland like | promised. This land
will be theirs forever.””

14S0 the Lord felt sorry for the people,.
The Lord did not do the thing that he said he
might do—he did not destroy the people.

15Then Moses went down the mountain.
Moses had the two flat stones with the
Agreement* on them. Those commandments
were written on both sides of the stone, front and
back. 16God himsdlf had made those gones. And
God himsalf wrote the commandments on those
stones.

17 While going down the mountain, Joshua
heard the noise from the party in camp. Joshua
said to Moses, “It sounds like war down in the
camp!”

18Moses answered, “It is not the noise of an
army shouting for victory. And it is not the
noise of an army crying from defeat. The
noise| hear is the sound of music.*”

19Moses came near the camp. He saw the
golden calf, and he saw the people dancing.
Moses became very angry, and he threw the
flat stones on the ground. The stones broke
into several pieces at the bottom of the
mountain. 20Then Moses destroyed the calf
that the people had made. He melted it in the
fire. Then he ground the gold until it became
dust. And he threw the dust in the water. He
forced the people of Isragl to drink that water.

2IMoses said to Aaron, “What did these
people do to you? Why did you lead them to
dosuchabad sin?’

22Aaron answered, “Don’'t be angry, Sir.
You know that these people are always ready
to do wrong. 23The people said to me, ‘Moses
led us out of Egypt. But we don’t know what
has happened to him. So make us some gods to
lead us.” 2430 | told the people, ‘If you have
any gold rings, then give them to me.” The
people gave me their gold. | threw the gold
into the fire, and out of the fire camethis calf!”

Agreement Literally, “Proof.” The flat stones with the Ten
Commandments written on them. These were proof of the
Agreement between God and the people of Israel.

music  Or, “singing.”
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25Moses saw that Aaron had let the people
lose control. The people were being wild, and dl
their enemies could see them acting like fools.
2650 Moses stood @t the entrance to the camp.
Moses said, “Any person who wants to follow
the Lord should cometome.” And dl the people
from the family of Levi ranto Moses.

27Then Moses said to them, “I will tell you
what the Lord, the God of Isragl, says. ‘Every
man must get his sword and go from one end
of the camp to the other. Y ou must punish
these people, even if; each man must kill his
brother, friends, and neighbors.”

28The people from the family of Levi
obeyed Moses. That day about 3,000 of the
people of Israel died. 29Then Moses said, “The
Lord has chosen you today to be the people
who will bless your sonsand brothers.”

30The next morning Moses told the people,
“You have done a terrible sin But now | will
go up to the Lord, and maybe | can do
something so he will forgive you for your
sin.” 31So Moses went hack to the Lord and
said, “Please listen! These people did a very
bad sin and made a god from gold. 32Now,
forgive them of this sin! If you will not
forgive them, then erase my name from the
book* you have written.”

33But the Lord said to Moses, “The only
people that | erase from my book are the
people who sin against me. 34So now, go
down and lead the people where | tell you.
My angel will go before you and lead you.
When the time comes to punish the people
who sinned, then they will be punished.” 35So
the Lord caused aterrible sickness to come to
the people. He did this because they told

Aaron to make the golden calf.

3 Then the Lord said to Moses, “You and
the people you brought out of Egypt must

leave this place. Go to the land that | promised

to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. |

promised them that | would give that land to

their descendants. 2So | will send an angel to go

“| Will Not Go with You”

thebook Thisisthe “Book of Life,” a book with al the names
of God's people written in it.
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before you. And | will defeat the Canaanites,
the Amorites, the Hittites, the Perizzites the
Hivites, and the Jebusites. | will force those
people to leave your land. 3So go to the land
filled with many good things.* But | will not go
with you. You people are very stubborn, and
you make me very angry,. If | go with you, |
might destroy you along the way.”

4The people heard this bad news and
became very sad. And the people stopped
wearing jewery. SWhy? Because the Lord said
to Moses, “Tell the people of Isradl, 'You are a
stubborn people. | might destroy you even if |
travel with you only a short time. So take off
al your jewelry while | decide* what to do
with you.”" 6So the people of Israel stopped
wearing their jewelry at Mount Horeb (Snai).

The Temporary Meeting Tent

’Moses used to take a tent a short way
outside the camp. Moses called it “the
meeting tent.*” Any person who wanted to
ask something from the Lord would go to the
meeting tent outside the camp. 8Any time
Moses went out to the tent, all the people
watched him. The people stood at the
entrance of their tents and watched Moses
until he entered the meeting tent. SWhenever
Moses went into the tent, the tall cloud would
come down and stay at the entrance to the
tent. And the Lord would speak with Moses.
10So when the people saw the cloud at the
entrance of the tent, they would go to the
entrance of their own tents and bow down to
worship God,.

Un this way the Lord spoke to Moses face
to face. The Lord spoke to Moses like a man
speaks with his friend. After speaking with
the Lord, Moses would go back to the camp.
But his helper always stayed in the tent. This
helper was Joshua son of Nun.

filled ... good things Literaly, “flowing with milk and
honey.”

jewelry ... decide Thisisaword play in Hebrew, but people
often wore jewelry to remind them of their false gods.

mesting tent  This is probably a tent that Moses used only until
the real Meeting Tent was huilt.

EXODUS33:3-34:1

Moses Sees the Glory of the Lord

12Moses said to the Lord, “You told me to
lead these people. But you did not say who
you would send with me. You said to me, ‘I
know you very well, and | am pleased with
you." B3If | have truly pleased you, then teach
me your ways. | want to know you. Then |
can continue to please you. Remember that all
these are your people.”

14The Lord answered, “1 myself will go
with you. | will lead you.*”

15Then Moses said to the Lord, “If you don't
go with us, then don't send us away from this
place. 16Also, how will we know if you are
pleased with me and these people? If you go
with us, then we will know for sure! If you
don’'t go with us, then | and these people will be
no different than any other people on the earth.”

1Then the Lord said to Moses, “I will do
what you ask. | will do this because | am
pleased with you and because | know you
very well.”*

18Then Moses said, “Now, please show me
your Glory.”*

19Then the Lord answered, “I will cause
my perfect Goodness to go before you. | am
the Lord and | will announce my name so that
you can hear it. Why? Because | can show my
kindness and love to any person | choose.
20But you can't see my face. No person can
see me and continue to live.

2There isarock at a place near me. You
can stand on that rock. 22My Glory* will pass
by that place. | will put you in alarge crack in
that rock, and | will cover you with my hand
while | pass. 23Then | will take away my
hand, and you will see my back. But you will
not see my face.”

The New Stone Tablets

3 4Then the Lord said to Moses, “Make

two more flat stones like the first two
that were broken. | will write the same words
on these stones that were written on the first

lead you Or, “giveyou rest.”

| know you very well - Literally, “I know you by name.”

Glory The Glory of the Lord. One of the forms God used when
he appeared to people. It waslike abright shining light.



EXODUS 34:2-20

two stones. 2Be ready tomorrow morning and
come up on Mount Sinai. Stand before me
there on the top of the mountain. 3No person
will be alowed to come with you. No person
should even be seen any place on the
mountain. Even your herds of animals or
flocks of sheep will not be allowed to eat grass
a the bottom of the mountain.”

450 Moses made two more flat stones like
the first ones. Then early the next morning he
went up Mount Sinai. Moses did everything
like the Lord had commanded him. Moses
carried the two flat stones with him. SAfter
Moses was on the mountain, the Lord came
down to him in a cloud. The Lord stood there
with Moses, and Moses called the Lord’s
name.*

6The Lord passed in front of Moses and said,
“YaHweH,* the Lord, is the kind and merciful
God. The Lord is dow to become angry. The
Lord is full of great love. The Lord can be
trusted. 7The Lord shows his kindness to
thousands |of generations,. The Lord forgives*
people for the wrong things they do. But the
Lord does not forget to punish guilty people.
The Lord will punish not only the guilty
people, but their children, their grandchildren,
and their great-grandchildren will suffer for the
bad things those people do.*”

8Then Moses quickly bowed to the ground
and worshiped the Lord,. Moses said, ®“Lord,
if you are pleased with me, then please go
with us. I know that these are stubborn people.
But forgive us for the bad things we did!
Accept us as your people.”

10Then the Lord said, “I am making this
agreement with all of your people. | will do
amazing things that have never before been
done for any other nation on earth. The people
with you will see that I, the Lord, am very
great. The people will see the wonderful

Moses called the Lord’s name Literaly, “He called on the
name of the Lord.” This might mean Moses worshiped the
Lord, or it might mean the Lord spoke his name to Moses.

YAHWEH This name, usually translated “Lord,” is like the
Hebrew word meaning, “Heis’ or “He makes things exist.”

forgives Or, “spares.”

TheLord ... people do Or, “The Lord credits the guilt of the
fathers to their children and grandchildren, to the third and
fourth generation.”
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things that | will do for you. 110bey the things
| command you today, and | will force your
enemies to leave your land. | will force out
the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Hittites, the
Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 12Be
careful! Don't make any agreement with the
people who live in the land where you are
going. If you make an agreement with those
people, then it will bring you trouble. 13So
destroy their altars.* Break the stones they
worship. Cut down their idols.* 4Don’t
worship any other god. | am YAHWEH
KaNAH—the jealous Lord. That is my name. |
am EL Kanan—the jealous God.

15“Be careful not to make any agreements
with the people who live in that land. If you
do this, then you might join them when they
worship their gods. Those people will invite
you to join them, and you will eat their
sacrifices.* 16Y ou might choose some of their
daughters as wives for your sons. Those
daughters serve false gods. They might lead
your sonsto do the same thing.

17*Don’'t make idols*

18“Celebrate the Festival of Unleavened
Bread. For seven days eat that bread made
without yeast like I commanded you before.
Do this during the month | have chosen, the
month of Abib.* Why? Because that is the
month you came out of Egypt.

19*A woman's first baby aways belongs to
me. Even the first animals that are born from
your cattle or sheep belong to me. 20If you
want to keep a donkey that is the first born,
then you can buy it with a lamb. But if you
don't buy that donkey with a lamb, then you
must break the donkey’s neck. You must buy
back al of your firstborn* sons from me. No
person should come before me without a gift.

altar A table or raised area used for offering sacrifices.

stones ... idols  Literally, “memorials ... Asherah poles.” These
were stone markers and wood poles that the people set up to
help them remember and honor false gods.

sacrifice(s) A gift to God. Usualy, it was a specia animal that
was killed and burned on an dltar.

idols  Statues of false gods that people worshiped.

Abib  Or, “spring.” Thisis Nisan, the first month of the ancient
Jewish year.

firstborn  The first child born into a family. The firstborn son
was very important in ancient times.
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21*Y ou will work for six days. But on the
seventh day you must rest. You must rest even
during the times of planting and harvesting.

22*Celebrate the Festival of Weeks* Use
the first grain from the wheat harvest for this
festival. And in the fall* celebrate the Festival
of Harvest.*

23*Three times each year all your men
must go to be with the Master, the Lord, the
God of Israel.

24“\When you go into your land, | will force
your enemies out of that land. | will expand
your borders—you will get more and more
land. You will go before the Lord your God
three times each year. At that time, no one
will try to take your land from you.

25“Whenever you offer blood from a
sacrifice* to me, don't offer yeast at the same
time.

“Don’t leave any of the meat from the
Passover* meal until the next morning.

26“Give the Lord the very first crops that
you harvest. Bring those things to the house*
of the Lord your God.

“Never cook a young goat in its mother's
milk.”

27Then the Lord said to Moses, “Write dl
the things that | have told you. Those things
are the Agreement that | made with you and
the people of Isragl.”

28Moses stayed there with the Lord for 40
days and 40 nights. Moses did not eat any
food or drink any water. And he (the Lord)
wrote the words of the Agreement (the Ten
Commandments) on the two flat stones.

Moses’ Shining Face

29Then Moses came down from Mount
Sinal. He carried the two flat stones with the

Festival of Weeks  Also called “ Pentecodt” or “Shavuoth.”

fall Literally, “at the changing of the year.”

Festival of Harvest Also called “Feast of Ingathering” or
“Succoth.”

sacrifice(s) A gift to God. Usualy, it was a special animal that
was killed and burned on an altar.

Passover  An important Jewish holy day. They ate a specia
meal on this day every spring to remember that God freed
them from dlavery in Egypt.

house The Holy Tent (tabernacle) or temple, where God came
to live among his people.

EXODUS 34:21-35:7

Agreement* on them. Moses' face was
shining because he had talked with the Lord.
But Moses did not know this. 30Aaron and al
the people of Isragl saw that Moses' face was
shining bright. So they were afraid to go near
him. 31But Moses called to them. So Aaron
and all the leaders of the people went to
Moses. Moses talked with them. 32After that,
al the people of Israel came near Moses. And
Moses gave them the commands that the Lord
had given him on Mount Sinai.

33When Moses finished speaking to the
people, he put a covering over his face. 34Any
time Moses went before the Lord to speak
with him, Moses took off the covering. Then
Moses would come out and tell the people of
Israel the things the Lord commanded. 35The
people would see that Moses’ face was
shining bright, so Moses would cover his face
again. Moses kept his face covered until the
next time he went in to speak with the Lord.

Rules About the Sabbath

35Mos& gathered al the people of Israel
together. Moses said to them, “I will
tell you the things the Lord has commanded
you to do:

2*There are six days for working. But the
seventh day will be a very specia day of rest
for you. You will honor the Lord by resting
on that special day. Any person who works on
the seventh day must be killed. 30n the
Sabbath* you should not even light a fire in
any of the placeswhereyou live.”

Things for the Holy Tent

4Moses said to al the people of Israel, “This
is what the Lord commanded: SGather special
gifts for the Lord. Each of you should decide
in your heart what you will give. And then you
should bring that gift to the Lord. Bring gold,
silver, and bronze*; 6blue, purple, and red yarn
and fine linen*; goat hair; 7ram skins dyed red

Agreement Literally, “Proof.” The flat stones with the Ten
Commandments written on them. These were proof of the
Agreement between God and the people of |srael.

Sabbath  Saturday, aspecial day of rest and worship for Jews.

bronze A metal. The Hebrew word can mean “copper,”
“bronze,” or “brass.”

linen  Thread or cloth made from the fibers of the flax plant.



EXODUS 35:8-30

and fine leather*; acacia wood; 8oil for the
lamps; spices for the anainting oil* and spices
for the sweet-smelling incense.* 9Also, bring
onyx stones and other jewels to be put on the
Ephod* and the Judgment Pouch.*

10All of you people who are skilled
workers should make all of the things the
Lord commanded: 11the Holy Tent,* its outer
tent, and its covering; the hooks, boards,
braces, posts, and bases; 12the Holy Box,* its
poles, the cover,* and the curtain that covers
the area where the Box stays; 13the table and
its poles, al the things on the table, and the
special bread on the table; 14the lampstand
that is used for light and the things used with
the lampstand, the lamps, and ail for the light;
15the altar* for burning incense* and its
poles; the anointing oil* and the sweet-
smelling incense; the curtain that covers the
door a the entrance to the Holy Tent; 16the
dtar for burning offerings and its bronze*
grating, the poles, and al the things used at
the altar; the bronze bow! and its base; 17the
curtains around the yard, their posts and
bases, and the curtain that covers the entrance
to the yard; 18the pegs used to support the
Tent and the wall of curtains around, the
courtyard, and the ropes that tie to the pegs;
19and the special woven clothes for the priest
to wear in the Holy Place.* These are the
special clothes for Aaron the priest and his

fine leather A specid kind of leather made from the skin of an
animal like aseal or sea cow.

anointing oil - Fine alive il that was poured on things or people
to show they were chosen for a special work or purpose.

incense  Specid dried tree sap. Burned to make a sweet-smelling
smoke, it was offered as a gift to God.

Ephod A special coat worn by the priests.

Judgment Pouch A piece of clothing like a bib or an apron that
covered the high priest’s chest. See Ex. 28:15-30.

Holy Tent Or, “tabernacle,” the tent where God came to live
among his people.

Holy Box The Box of the Agreement, the box containing the flat
stones with the Ten Commandments written on them and other
things that proved God was with the people of Israel during
their time in the Sinai desert.

cover Also called “mercy seat.” The Hebrew word can mean
“lid,” “cover” or “the place where sins are forgiven.”

atar A tableor raised area used for offering sacrifices.

bronze A metal. The Hebrew word can mean “copper,”
“bronze,” or “brass.”

Holy Place One of the roomsin the Holy Tent.
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sons to wear. They will wear these clothes
when they serve as priests.”

The Great Offering from the People

20Then dl the people of Israel went away
from Moses. 21All the people who wanted to
give came and brought a gift to the Lord. These
gifts were used for making the Meeting Tent,*
al the things in the Tent, and the special
clothes. 22All the men and women who wanted
to give brought gold jewelry of al kinds. They
brought pins,* earrings, rings, and other
jewelry. They all gave their jewelry to the
Lord. Thiswasaspecid offering to the Lord.

23Every person who had fine linen* and
blue, purple, and red yarn brought it to the
Lord. Any person who had goat hair or ram
skins dyed red or fine leather* brought it to
the Lord. 24Every person who wanted to give
silver or bronze* brought that as a gift to the
Lord. Every person who had acacia wood
came and gave it to the Lord. 25Every skilled
woman made fine linen and blue, purple, and
red yarn. 26And all the women who were
skilled and wanted to help made cloth from
the goat hair.

27The leaders brought onyx stones and
other jewels. These stones and jewels were
put on the Ephod* and Judgment Pouch* of
the priest. 28The people also brought spices
and olive ail. These things were used for the
sweet-smelling incense,* the anointing oil *
and the oil for the lamps.

291 the people of Israel that wanted to
help brought gifts to the Lord. The people
gave these gifts freely, because they wanted
to. These gifts were used to make all the
things the Lord had commanded Moses and
the people to make.

Bezalel and Oholiab

30Then Moses said to the people of Israel,
“L ook, the Lord has chosen Bezalel son of Uri,
from the family group of Judah. (Uri was the

Meeting Tent  The Holy Tent (tabernacle), where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.

pins Or, “hooks.” These were like safety pins and were used
like buttons to fasten their robes.

linen  Thread or cloth made from the fibers of the flax plant.
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son of Hur.) 31The Lord filled Bezale with the
Spirit of God—he gave Bezalel specia skill
and knowledge to do all kinds of things. 32He
can design and make things with gold, silver,
and bronze*. 33He can cut and set stones and
jewels. Bezalel can work with wood and make
al kinds of things. 34The Lord has given
Bezalel and Oholiab special skills to teach
other people. (Oholiab was the son of
Ahisamach from the family group of Dan.)
35The Lord has given both of these men specid
sKill to do dl kinds of work. They are able to
do the work of carpenters and metal workers.
They can weave cloth with designs in it from
the blue, purple, and red yarn and fine linen.*
And they are able to weave things with wool.
3680 Bezael, Oholiab and al the other
skilled men must do the work the Lord

has commanded. The Lord has given these men
the wisdom and understanding to do al the
skilled work needed to build this holy place.”

2Then Moses called Bezalel and Oholiab
and al the other skilled people that the Lord
had given specid skills to. And these people
came because they wanted to help with the
work. 3Moses gave these people dl the things
the people of Israel had brought as gifts. And
they used these things to build God's; holy
place. The people continued to bring gifts
each morning. 4Finally, all the skilled workers
left the work they were doing on the holy
place, and they went to speak to Moses. They
said, 5*The people have brought too much!
We have more than we need to finish the
work on the Tent!”

6Then Moses sent this message throughout
the camp: “No man or woman should make
anything else as a gift for the holy place.” So
the people were forced to stop giving more.
The people had brought more than enough
things to finish the work ,of building God's
holy place,.

bronze A metal. The Hebrew word can mean “copper,”
“bronze” or “brass.”
linen  Thread or cloth made from the fibers of the flax plant.

EXODUS 35:31-36:21

The Holy Tent

8Then the skilled workers began making
the Holy Tent.* They made the ten curtains
from fine linen and blue, purple, and red yarn.
And they sewed pictures of Cherub angels
with wings into the curtains. 9Each curtain
was the same size—28 cubits* long and 4
cubits* wide. 10The workers joined the
curtains together into two groups of curtains.
They joined five curtains together to make
one group and five curtains together to make
the other group. 11Then they used blue cloth
to make loops along the edge of the end
curtain of one group. And they did the same
on the end curtain in the other group. 12There
were 50 loops on the end curtain in one
group, and 50 loops on the end curtain in the
other group. The loops were opposite each
other. 13Then they made 50 gold ringsto join
the two curtains together. So the Holy Tent
was joined together into one piece.

14Then the workers made another tent to
cover the Holy Tent.* They used goat hair to
make eleven curtains. 15All the curtains were
the same size—30 cubits* long and 4 cubits
wide. 16The workers joined five curtains
together into one group and six curtains
together into another group. /They put 50
loops along the edge of the end curtain of one
group. And they did the same on the end
curtain of the other group. 18The workers
made 50 bronze* rings to join the two groups
of curtains together to form one tent. 19Then
they made two more coverings for the Holy
Tent. One covering was made from ram skins
dyed red. The other covering was made from
fine leather.*

20Then the workers made frames from
acacia wood to support the Holy Tent.*
21Each frame was 10 cubits* long and

Holy Tent Or, “tabernacle” the tent where God came to live
among his people.

Cherub angels Special angels from God. Statues of these
angelswere on top of the Box of the Agreement.

28 cubits 48’ 234" (14.7m).

4cubits 6 1013/16" (2.1m).

30cubits 51’ 81/16" (15.75m).

fine leather A specia kind of leather made from the skin of an
animal like a seal or a sea cow.

10 cubits 17’ 211/16" (5.25m).



EXODUS 36:22-37:12

1 1/2 cubits* wide. 22There were two side
poles joined together with cross pieces to
make each frame. Every frame for the Holy
Tent was made the same. 23They made 20
frames for the south side of the Holy Tent.
24Then they made 40 silver bases for the
frames. There were two bases for each
frame—one base for each side pole. 25They
aso made 20 frames for the other side (the
north side) of the Holy Tent. 26They made 40
silver bases for the frames—two bases for
each frame. 2'They made six more frames for
the back (the west side) of the Holy Tent.
28They aso made two frames for the corners
a the back of the Holy Tent. 29These frames
were joined together a the bottom. And at the
top aring held the corner frames together.
They did the same for both corners. 30There
was atota of eight frames for the west side of
the Holy Tent. And there were 16 silver
bases—two bases for each frame.

31Then the workers used Acacia wood to
make the braces for the frames—five braces for
the first side of the Holy Tent,* 3%five braces
for the other Side, and five braces for the back
of the Holy Tent (that is, the west Side). 33They
made the middle brace so that it passed through
the frames from one end to the other. 34They
covered these frames with gold. Then they used
gold to make the rings to hold the braces. And
they covered the braces with gold.

35They used fine linen* and blue, purple,
and red yarn to make the specia curtain for
the entrance to the Most Holy Place,. And
they sewed pictures of Cherub angels* into
the curtain. 36They made four posts using
acacia wood, and they covered the posts with
gold. Then they made gold hooks for the
posts. And they made four silver bases for the
posts. 37Then they made the curtain to cover
the entrance to the Tent. They used blue,
purple, and red yarn and fine linen to make
this curtain. And they wove pictures into it.
38Then they made the five posts and the hooks

11/2 cubits 2 7" (78.75cm).

Holy Tent Or, “tabernacle,” the tent where God came to live
among his peaple.

linen  Thread or cloth made from the fibers of the flax plant.

Cherub angels  Special angels from God. Statues of these angels
were on top of the Box of the Agreement.

106

(for this curtain over the entrance,. They
covered the tops of the posts and the curtain
rods* with gold. And they made the five

bronze* bases for the posts.
3 Bezalel made the Holy Box* from

acaciawood. The Box was 2 1/2 cubits*
long, 1 1/2 cubits* wide, and 1 1/2 cubits high.
2He covered the inside and outside of the Box
with pure gold. Then he put gold trim around
the Box. 3He made four rings of gold and put
them on the four corners. These rings were
used for carrying the Box. There were two
rings on each side. 4Then he made the poles
for carrying the Box. He used acaciawood and
covered the poles with pure gold. SHe put the
poles through the rings on each side of the
Box. 6Then he made the cover* from pure
gold. It was 2 1/2 cubits long and 1 1/2 cubits
wide. 7Then Bezalel hammered gold to make
two Cherub angels. He put the Cherub angels*
on each end of the cover. 8He put one angel on
one end of the cover, and he put the other
angel on the other end. The angels were joined
together with the cover to make one piece.
9The wings of the angels were spread up
toward the sky. The angels covered the Box
with their wings. The angels faced each other,
looking toward the cover.

The Box of the Agreement

The Special Table

10Then he made the table from acacia
wood. The table was 2 cubits* long, 1 cubit*
wide, and 1 1/2 cubits* high. 11He covered
the table with pure gold. He put gold trim
around the table. 12Then he made a frame 1
handbreadth* wide around the table. He put

curtainrods Or, “fasteners.”

bronze A metal. The Hebrew word can mean “copper,”
“bronze,” or “ brass.”

Holy Box The Box of the Agreement—the box containing the
flat stones with the Ten Commandments written on them and
other things that proved God was with the people of Israel
during their timein the Sinal desert.

212 cubits 4’ 35/8" (131.25cm).

cover Also called, “mercy seat.” The Hebrew word can mean
“lid,” “cover” or “the place where sins are forgiven.”

2 cubits 3 55/16" (105cm).

lcubit 1' 85/8" (52.5cm).

1handbreadth  Thewidth of 4 fingers, about 3" (7.7cm).
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gold trim on the frame. 13Then he made four
gold rings and put them at the four corners of
the table, where the four legs were. 14He put
the rings close to the frame ;around the top of
the table,. The rings were to hold the poles
used to carry the table. 15Then he used acacia
wood to make the poles for carrying the table.
He covered the poles with pure gold. 16Then
he made all the things that were used on the
table. He made the plates, the spoons, the
bowls, and the pitchers from pure gold. The
bowls and pitchers are used for pouring |the
drink offerings;.

The Lampstand

17Then he made the lampstand. He used
pure gold and hammered it to make the base
and the shaft.* Then he made flowers, buds,
and petals. He joined all these things
together into one piece. 18The lampstand had
six branches—three branches on one side
and three branches on the other side. 19Each
branch had three flowers on it. These flowers
were made like almond flowers with buds
and petals. 20The shaft of the lampstand had
four more flowers. They were also made like
almond flowers with buds and petals.
21There were six branches—three branches
coming out from each side of the shaft. And
there was a flower with buds and petals
below each of the three places where the
branches joined the shaft. 22The whole
lampstand, with the flowers and branches,
was made from pure gold. All this gold was
hammered and joined together into one
piece. 23He made seven lamps for this
lampstand. Then he made wick trimmers and
trays from pure gold. 24He used 75 pounds*
of pure gold to make the lampstand and the
things used with it.

The Altar for Burning Incense

2He made the altar* for burning incense.*
He made this from acaciawood. The atar was

baseand theshaft Or, “flared base.”

75pounds Literally, “1 kikar."

atar A tableor raised area used for offering sacrifices.

incense Special dried tree sap. Burned to make a sweet-
smelling smoke, it was offered as a gift to God.

EXODUS 37:13-38:7

square. It was 1 cubit* long, 1 cubit wide, and
2 cubits* high. There were four horns on the
altar. There was one horn on each corner.
These horns were joined together with the
atar to make one piece. 26He covered the top
and all the sides and the horns with pure gold.
Then he put gold trim around the dtar. 2/He
made two gold rings for the atar. He put the
gold rings below the trim on each side of the
altar. These gold rings held the poles for
carrying the atar. 28He made the poles from
acaciawood and covered them with gold.

29Then he made the holy anointing oil.* He
aso made the pure, sweet-smelling incense.*
These things were made the same way that a
perfume maker would make them.

The Altar for Burning Offerings

38Then Bezalel used acaciawood to build
the altar. This was the altar used for
burning offerings. The altar was square. It
was 5 cubits* long, 5 cubits wide, and
3 cubitst high. 2He made a horn for each of
the four corners of the altar. He joined each
horn to its corner so that everything was one
piece. He covered the altar with bronze.*
3Then he used bronze to make dl the tools to
be used on the altar. He made the pots,
shovels, bowls, forks, and pans. 4Then he
made a bronze grating for the altar. This
grating was shaped like a net. The grating was
put under the ledge at the bottom of the atar.
It went halfway up into the altar from below.
SThen he made bronze rings. These rings were
used to hold the poles for carrying the dtar.
He put the rings at the four corners of the
grating. 6Then he used acacia wood to make
the poles and covered them with bronze. THe
put the poles through the rings on the sides of
the dtar. The poles were used for carrying the
atar. He used boards to make the sides of the
atar. It was hollow, |like an empty box.

Lcubit 1" 85/8" (52.5cm).

2 cubits 3 55/16" (105cm).

anainting oil  Fine olive ail that was poured on things or people
to show they were chosen for a special work or purpose.

5cubits 8 75/16" (2.625m).

3cubits 5" 2" (1L575m).

bronze A metal. The Hebrew word can mean “copper,”
“bronze” or “brass.”
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8He made the bowl and its base with
bronze.* He used the bronze mirrors that the
women gave. These were the women that
served at the entrance to the Meeting Tent.*

The Courtyard Around the Holy Tent

9Then he made ;a wall of curtains around,
the courtyard. On the south side he made a
wall of curtains 100 cubits* long. The curtains
were made from fine linen.* 10The curtains on
the south side were supported by 20 posts. The
posts were on 20 bronze* bases. The hooks for
the posts and the curtain rods* were made
from silver. 11The north side of the courtyard
aso had a wall of curtains 100 cubits long.
There were 20 posts with 20 bronze bases. The
hooks for the posts and the curtain rods were
made from silver.

120n the west side of the courtyard the wall
of curtains was 50 cubits* long. There were
10 posts and 10 bases. The hooks for the posts
and the curtain rods* were made from silver.

13The east side of the courtyard was
50 cubits* wide. The entrance to the courtyard
was on this Side. 140n one side of the entrance
the wall of curtains was 15 cubits* long. There
were three posts and three bases on this side.
15The wall of curtains on the other side of the
entrance was aso 15 cubits long. There were
three posts and three bases on that side. 16All
the curtains around the courtyard were made
from fine linen.* 17The bases for the posts were
made from bronze*. The hooks and the curtain
rods* were made from silver. The tops of the
posts were covered with silver aso. All the
postsin the courtyard had silver curtain rods.

18The curtain for the entrance of the
courtyard was made from fine linen* and blue,
purple, and red yarn. Designs were woven into
that curtain. The curtain was 20 cubits* long

bronze A metal. The Hebrew word can mean “copper,”
“bronze,” or “brass.”

Meeting Tent  The Holy Tent (tabernacle), where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.

100 cubits 172" 3" (52.5m).

linen  Thread or cloth made from the fibers of the flax plant.

curtainrods Or, “fasteners.”

50 cubits 86’ 11/2" (26.25m).

15 cubits 25’ 10" (7.875m).

20 cubits 34’ 53/8" (10.5m).
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and 5 cubits* high. It was the same height as
the curtains around the courtyard. 19The
curtain was supported by four posts and four
bronze* bases. The hooks on the posts were
made from silver. The tops on the posts were
covered with silver, and the curtain rods*
were also made from silver. 20All the tent
pegs for the Holy Tent* and for the curtains
around the courtyard were made from bronze.

2IMoses commanded the Levite people to
write down all the things that were used to
make the Holy Tent,* that is, the Tent of the
Agreement.* Ithamar son of Aaron, was in
charge of keeping thelist.

22Bezalel son of Uri, the son of Hur, from
the family group of Judah, made everything the
Lord commanded Moses. 23Also Oholiab son
of Ahisamach, from the family group of Dan,
helped him. Oholiab was a skilled worker and
designer. He was skilled at weaving fine linen*
and blue, purple, and red yarn.

24More than 2 tons* of gold was given asan
offering to the Lord for his holy place. (This
was weighed using the official measure.*)

25The total number of men that were
counted gave more than 3 34 tons* of silver.
(This was weighed using the official
measure.*) 26All the men 20 years old or
older were counted. There were 603,550 men,
and each man had to pay atax of 1 bega* of
silver. (Using the official measure, a bega is
172 shekel.*) 2/They used 3 34 tons of that
silver to make the 100 bases for the |Lord's,
holy place and for the curtain. They used
75 pounds* of silver for each base. 26The
other 50 pounds* of silver was used to make

5cubits 8 75/16" (2.625m).

Holy Tent Or, “tabernacle,” the tent where God came to live
among his people.

Agreement  Literaly, “Proof.” The two flat stones with the Ten
Commandments written on them. These were proof of the
Agreement between God and the people of Isragl.

2tons  Literally, “29 kikars and 730 shekels”

official measure Literaly, “holy shekel,” the officid standard
of measure used in the tabernacle or temple.

33/4tons Literaly, “100 kikarsand 1,775 shekels.”

1bega Or,"“1/5 of an ounce.”

shekel  Or, “2/5 of an ounce.”

75pounds Literally, “1 kikar.”

50 pounds Literally, “1,775 shekels.”
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the hooks, the curtain rods,* and the silver
covering for the posts.

29More than 26 12 tons* of bronze* was
given to the Lord. 30That bronze was used to
make the bases at the entrance of the Meeting
Tent.* They also used the bronze to make the
dtar* and the bronze grating. And the bronze
was used to make al the tools and dishes for
the altar. 3!t was also used to make the bases
for the curtains around the courtyard and the
bases for the curtains at the entrance. And the
bronze was used to make the tent pegs for the
Holy Tent* and for the curtains around the

courtyard.

3 The workers used the blue, purple, and
red yarn to make specid clothes for the

priest to wear when they served in the Lord's,

holy place. They aso made the specid clothes

for Aaron like the Lord had commanded Moses.

The Priests’ Special Clothes

The Ephod

2They made the Ephod* from gold thread,
fine linen,* and blue, purple, and red yarn.
3(They hammered the gold into thin strips.
Then they cut the gold into long threads. And
they wove the gold into the blue, purple, and
red yarn and fine linen. This was the work of
a very skilled person.) 4They made the
shoulder piecesfor the Ephod. They tied these
shoulder pieces to the two corners of the
Ephod. 5They wove the sash (belt) and
fastened it to the Ephod. It was made the
same way as the Ephod—they used gold
thread, fine linen and blue, purple, and red
yarn, just like the Lord commanded Moses.

6The workers put the onyx stones for the
Ephod, in gold settings. They wrote the names

curtainrods Or, “fasteners”

26 1/2tons  Literaly, “70 kikars and 2,400 shekels.”

bronze A metal. The Hebrew word can mean “copper,”
“bronze” or “brass.”

Meeting Tent  The Holy Tent (tabernacle), where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.

atar A table or raised area used for offering sacrifices.

Holy Tent Or, “tabernacle,” the tent where God came to live
among his people.

Ephod A specia coat worn by the priests.

linen  Thread or cloth made from the fibers of the flax plant.

EXODUS 38:29-39:20

of the sons of Israel on these stones. 7Then
they put these jewels on the shoulder pieces
of the Ephod.* These jewels were to help God
to remember the people of Israel. This was
done like the Lord commanded Moses.

The Judgment Pouch

8Then they made the Judgment Pouch.* It
was the work of a skilled person, just like the
Ephod.* It was made from gold threads, fine
linen,* and blue, purple, and red yarn. 9The
Judgment Pouch was folded in half to make a
square (pocket;. It was 1 span* long and 1
span wide. 10Then the workers put four rows
of beautiful jewels on the Judgment Pouch.
The first row had a ruby, atopaz, and a beryl.
11The second row had a turquoise, a sapphire,
and an emerald. 12The third row had ajacinth,
an agate, and an amethyst. 13The fourth row
had a chrysolite, an onyx, and a jasper. All
these jewels were set in gold. 14There were
twelve jewels on the Judgment Pouch—one
jewel for each of the sons of Israel (Jacob).
Each stone had the name of one of the sons of
Israel carved onto it, like a sedl .*

15The workers made two chains from pure
gold for the Judgment Pouch.* The chains
were braided like a rope. 16The workers made
two gold rings and fastened them to two
corners of the Judgment Pouch. And they made
two gold settings for the shoulder pieces;.
1They fastened the gold chains to the rings at
the corners of the Judgment Pouch. 18They
fastened the other ends of the gold chains to
the settings on the shoulder pieces. They
fastened these to the front of the Ephod.*
19Then they made two more gold rings and put
them on the other two corners of the Judgment
Pouch. This was on the inside edge of the
Judgment Pouch next to the Ephod. 20They
also put two gold rings on the bottom of the
shoulder pieces on the front of the Ephod.
These rings were near the fastener, just above

Judgment Pouch A piece of clothing like a bib or an apron that
covered the high priest’s chest. See Ex. 28:15-30.

1span About 9" (23cm). Thisis the distance from the tip of the
thumb to the tip of thelittle finger.

seal(s) Small stones with designs cut into them. Pressed into
wet clay or hot wax, they made a special mark.
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the sash (belt). 2LThen they used a blue ribbon
and tied the rings of the Judgment Pouch to the
rings of the Ephod. In this way the Judgment
Pouch would rest close to the sash and would
be held tight against the Ephod. They did
everything just like the Lord commanded.

Other Clothes for the Priests

22Then they made the robe for the Ephod.*
They made it from blue cloth. It was woven
by a skilled worker. 23They made ahole in the
center of the robe and sewed a piece of cloth
around the edge of this hole. This cloth kept
the hole from tearing.

24Then they used fine linen* and blue,
purple, and red yarn to make the cloth,
pomegranates.* They hung these pomegranates
around the bottom edge of the robe. 25Then
they made bells from pure gold. They hung
these bells around the bottom edge of the robe
between the pomegranates. 26Around the
hottom edge of the robe there were bells and
pomegranates. There was a bell between each
pomegranate. This robe was for the priest to
wear when he served the Lord, just like the
Lord commanded Mosss.

27Skilled workers wove shirts for Aaron
and his sons. These shirts were made from
finelinen.* 28And the workers made a turban*
from fine linen. They also used fine linen to
make head bands and underclothes. 29Then
they made the sash (belt) from fine linen and
blue, purple, and red yarn. Designs were sewn
into the cloth. These things were made like the
Lord had commanded Moses.

30Then they made the strip of gold for the
holy crown. They made it from pure gold.
They wrote words into the gold. They wrote
these words: HOLY TO THE LORD. 31They
fastened the gold strip to a blue ribbon. Then
they tied the blue ribbon around the turban*
like the Lord had commanded Moses.

Ephod A special coat worn by the priests.

linen  Thread or cloth made from the fibers of the flax plant.

pomegranates A red fruit about the size of an orange.

turban  Head covering made by wrapping a long piece of cloth
around the head or around a cap worn on the head.
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Moses Inspects the Holy Tent

320 al the work on the Holy Tent,* that is,
the Meeting Tent was finished. The people of
Israel did everything exactly like the Lord had
commanded Moses. 33Then they showed the
Holy Tent to Moses. They showed him the
Tent and al the thingsin it. They showed him
the rings, the frames, the braces, the posts,
and the bases. 34They showed him the
covering of the Tent that was made from ram
skins dyed red. And they showed him the
covering that was made from fine leather.*
And they showed him the curtain that covered
\the entrance to the Most Holy Place,.

35They showed Moses the Box of the
Agreement.* They showed him the poles used
for carrying the Box and they showed him the
cover* for the Box. 36They showed him the
table with everything on it and the special
bread.* 37They showed him the pure gold
lampstand and the lamps on it. And they
showed him the oil and all the other things that
were used with the lamps. 38They showed
Moses the gold dltar,* the anointing ail,* the
sweet-smelling incense* and the curtain that
covered the entrance to the Tent. 39They
showed him the bronze* dtar and the bronze
screen. They showed him the poles used for
carrying the dtar. And they showed him al the
things that were used on the atar. They showed
him the bow! and the base under the bow!.

Holy Tent Or, “tabernacle,” the tent where God came to live
among his people.

fine leather A specid kind of leather made from the skin of an
animal like aseal or sea cow.

Box of the Agreement Or, “ark of the Covenant.” The box
containing the flat stones with the Ten Commandments
written on them and other things that proved God was with the
people of Isragl during their timein the Sinal desert.

cover Also caled “mercy seat.” The Hebrew word can mean
“lid,” “cover,” or “the place where sins are forgiven.”

special bread Also called “Bread of the Presence.” Every day
this bread was put before God on the special table in the Holy
Place.

altar A table or raised area used for offering sacrifices.

anointing oil  Fine olive oil that was poured on things or people
to show that they were chosen for a special work or purpose.

incense Special dried tree sap. Burned to make a sweet-
smelling smoke, it was offered as a gift to God.

bronze A metal. The Hebrew word can mean “copper,”
“bronze” or “brass.”
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40They showed Moses the wall of curtains
around the courtyard with the posts and bases.
They showed him the curtain that covered the
entrance to the courtyard. They showed him
the ropes and the tent pegs. They showed him
al the things in the Holy Tent,* that is, the
Meeting Tent.

41Then they showed Moses the clothes that
were made for the priests serving in the holy
area. They showed him the special clothes for
Aaron the priest and his sons. These were
clothes for them to wear when they served as
priests.

42The people of Israel did all this work
exactly like the Lord had commanded Moses.
43Moses looked closely at dl the work. Moses
saw that the work was done exactly like the
Lord had commanded. So Moses blessed them.

Moses Sets Up the Holy Tent

4OThen the Lord said to Moses, 2°On the
first day of the first month, set up the
Holy Tent,* that is, the Meeting Tent. 3Put the
Box of the Agreement* in the Holy Tent.
Cover the Box with the curtain. 4Then bring
in the table. Put the things on the table that
should be there. Then put the lampstand in the
Tent. Put the lamps on the lampstand in the
right places. SPut the gold atar* for offering
incense* in the Tent. Put the atar in front of
the Box of the Agreement. Then put the
curtain at the entrance to the Holy Tent.

6“Put the altar* for burning offerings in
front of the entrance of the Holy Tent,* that
IS, the Meeting Tent. 7Put the bowl between
the Meeting Tent and the altar. Put water in
the bowl. 8Set up the wall of curtains around,
the courtyard. Then put the curtain at the
entrance to the courtyard.

Holy Tent Or, “tabernacle,” the tent where God came to live
among his people. Itis often called the “Meeting Tent.”

Box of the Agreement Or, “ark of the Covenant.” The box
containing the flat stones with the Ten Commandments
written on them and other things that proved God was with the
people of Isragl during their timein the Sinal desert.

atar A tableor raised area used for offering sacrifices.

incense Special dried tree sap. Burned to make a sweet-
smelling smoke, it was offered as a gift to God.

EXODUS 39:40-40:22

9“Use the anointing oil and anoint* the
Holy Tent* and everything in it. When you
put the oil on these things, you will make
them holy.* 10Anoint the altar for burning
offerings. Anoint everything on the altar. You
will make the atar holy. It will be very holy.
11Then anoint the bowl and the base under it.
Do thisto make those things holy.

12“Bring Aaron and his sons to the entrance
of the Meeting Tent.* Wash them with water.
13Then put the special clothes on Aaron.
Anoint* him with the oil and make him holy.*
Then he can serve me as a priest. 14Then put
the clothes on his sons. 15Anoint the sons in
the same way that you anointed their father.
Then they can also serve me as priests. When
you anoint them, they will become priests.
That family will continue to be priests for al
time to come.” 16Moses obeyed the Lord. He
did everything that the Lord commanded him.

17S0 the Holy Tent* was set up at the right
time. It was the first day of the first month
during the second year from the time they |eft
Egypt;. 18Moses set up the Holy Tent like the
Lord had said. He put the bases down first.
Then he put the frames on the bases. Then he
put the braces on and set up the posts. 19After
that, Moses put the outer tent over the Holy
Tent. Then he put the covering over the outer
tent. He did these things like the Lord had
commanded.

20Moses took the Agreement* and put it in
the Holy Box. Moses put the poles on the
Box. Then he put the cover* on the Box.
21Then Moses put the Holy Box into the Holy
Tent.* He hung the curtain in the right place
to protect it. In this way, he protected the Box
of the Agreement* |behind the curtain, like
the Lord had commanded him. 22Then Moses
put the table in the Meeting Tent. He put it on

anaint  To pour alive il on things or people to show they are
chosen by God for aspecia work or purpose.

holy  Set aside or chosen for a special purpose.

Meeting Tent  The Holy Tent (tabernacle), where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.

Agreement Literally, “Proof.” The two flat stones with the Ten
Commandments written on them. These were proof of the
Agreement between God and the people of |srael.

cover Also caled “mercy seat.” The Hebrew word can mean
“lid,” “cover” or “the place where sins are forgiven.”
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the north side of the Holy Tent. He put it in
the Holy Place,, in front of the curtain. 23Then
he put the bread on the table before the Lord.
He did thislike the Lord had commanded him.
24Then Moses put the lampstand in the
Meeting Tent. He put the lampstand on the
south side of the Tent, across from the table.
25Then Moses put the lamps on the lampstand
before the Lord. He did this like the Lord had
commanded him.

26Then Moses put the gold altar in the
Meeting Tent.* He put the dtar in front of the
curtain. 27Then he burned sweet-smelling
incense on the dtar. He did this like the Lord
had commanded him. 28Then Moses put the
curtain at the entrance to the Holy Tent.*

29Moses put the dtar for burning offerings
a the entrance to the Holy Tent,* that is, the
Meeting Tent. Then Moses offered a burnt
offering on that altar. He also offered grain
offerings to the Lord. He did these things like
the Lord had commanded him.

30Then Moses put the bowl between the
Meeting Tent* and the altar. Moses put water
in the bowl for washing. 3'Moses, Aaron, and
Aaron’s sons used this bowl to wash their
hands and feet. 32They washed themselves
every time they entered the Meeting Tent.

Meeting Tent  The Holy Tent (tabernacle), where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.

Holy Tent Or, “tabernacle,” the tent where God came to live
among his people.
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They aso washed themselves every time they
went near the altar. They did these things like
the Lord commanded Moses.

33Then Moses set up the curtains around,
the courtyard of the Holy Tent.* Moses put
the altar in the courtyard. Then he put the
curtain at the entrance to the courtyard. So
Moses finished al the work that the Lord had
given himto do.

The Glory of the Lord

34Then the cloud covered the Meeting
Tent* and the Glory of the Lord* filled the
Holy Tent.* 35Moses could not go into the
Meeting Tent because the cloud had settled on
it, and the Glory of the Lord had filled the
Holy Tent.

36 This was the cloud that showed the people
when to move,; When the cloud rose from the
Holy Tent*, the people of Isragl would begin to
travel. 37But when the cloud stayed on the
Holy Tent, the people did not try to move.
They stayed in that place until the cloud rose.
3830 the cloud of the Lord was over the Holy
Tent during the day. And a night, there was a
fire in the cloud. So dl the people of Israel
could see the cloud while they traveled.

Glory of the Lord One of the forms God used when he
appeared to people. It waslike abright shining light.
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L eviticus

Sacrifices and Offerings

The Lord God called to Moses and spoke

to him from the Meeting Tent.* The Lord
said, 2“Tell the people of Israel: When you
bring an offering to the Lord, the offering
must be one of your tame animals—it can be
acow, asheep, or agoat.

3*When a person offers one of his cows as
a burnt offering, then that animal must be a
bull that has nothing wrong with it. The
person must take the animal to the entrance of
the Meeting Tent.* Then the Lord will accept
the offering. 4The person must put his hand
on the animal’s head \while it is being killed,.
The Lord will accept that burnt offering as
payment to make that person pure.*

5“The person must kill the young bull in
front of the Lord. Then Aaron’s sons, the
priests, must bring the blood to the altar* near
the entrance of the Meeting Tent* and
sprinkle the blood on the dtar, al around it.
6The priest must cut the skin from that animal
and then cut the animal into pieces. 7Aaron’s
sons, the priests, must put fire on the dtar and
then stack wood on the fire. 8Aaron’s sons,
the priests, must lay the pieces (the head and
the fat) on the wood that is on the fire on the
atar. 9The priest must wash the legs and
inside parts of the animal with water. Then
the priest must burn al the animal’s parts on
the altar. It is a burnt offering, an offering
made by fire. Its smell pleasesthe Lord.

Meeting Tent  The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.

make ... pure Or, “make atonement.” The Hebrew word
means “to cover,” “to hide,” or “to erase sins.”

altar A table or raised area used for offering sacrifices.

10“When a person offers a sheep or a goat
asaburnt offering, then that animal must be a
male animal that has nothing wrong with it.
11The person must kill the animal on the
north side of the atar* in front of the Lord.
Then Aaron’s sons, the priests, must sprinkle
the animd’s blood on the dltar, al around it.
12Then the priest must cut the animal into
pieces. The priest must lay the pieces (the
head and the fat) on the wood that is on the
fire on the dtar. 13The priest must wash the
legs and inside parts of the animal with water.
Then the priest must offer all the anima’s
parts. He must burn the animal on the dltar. It
IS a burnt offering, an offering made by fire.
Its smell pleasesthe Lord.

14“When a person offers a hird as a burnt
offering to the Lord, then that bird must be a
dove or a young pigeon. 15The priest must
bring the offering to the altar.* The priest
must pull off the bird’s head and burn the bird
on the dtar. The bird's blood must be drained
out on the side of the altar. 16The priest must
remove the bird’s crop* and feathers and
throw them on the east side of the dtar. This
is the place where they put the ashes from the
dtar. 17Then the priest must tear the bird by
itswings, but he must not divide the bird |into
two parts;. The priest must burn the bird on
the dltar, on the wood that is on thefire. Itisa
burnt offering, an offering made by fire. Its
smell pleasesthe Lord.

Grain Offerings
“When a person gives a grain offering to
the Lord God, his offering must be made
from fine flour. The person must pour cil on

crop A smal bag inside a bird's throat. When a bird ests, its
food goesinto this bag first to be made soft.
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this flour and put frankincense* on it. 2Then
he must bring it to Aaron’s sons, the priests.
He must take a handful of the fine flour with
the oil and frankincense in it. Then the priest
must burn this memorial offering on the
dtar.* Itis an offering made by fire. Its smell
pleases the Lord. 3The grain offering that is
left will belong to Aaron and his sons. This
offering made by fire to the Lord is very holy.

Baked Grain Offerings

4‘When a person gives agrain offering that
was baked in the oven, then it must be
unleavened bread* made from fine flour
mixed with oil or wafers* with oil poured
over them. SIf you bring a grain offering
cooked in a baking pan, then it must be made
from fine flour mixed with oil but without
yeast. 6Y ou must break it into pieces and pour
oil over it. It isagrain offering. 7If you bring
agrain offering cooked in a frying pan, then it
must be made from fine flour mixed with ail.

8“You must bring grain offerings made
from these things to the Lord. You must take
those things to the priest, and he will put them
on the atar.* 9Then the priest will take part
of the grain offering; and burn this memorial
offering on the dtar. It is an offering made by
fire. Its smell pleases the Lord. 10The grain
offering that is left will belong to Aaron and
his sons. This offering made by fire to the
Lord isvery holy.

11*You must not give any grain offering to
the Lord that has yeast in it. You must not
burn yeast or honey as an offering made by
fire to the Lord. 12Y ou may bring yeast and
honey to the Lord as an offering from the first
harvest. But yeast and honey must not be
burned to go up as a sweet smell on the altar.*
13Y ou must also put salt on every grain
offering you bring. You must not let the salt
of God's Agreement be missing from your
grain offering. You must bring salt with all
your offerings.

frankincense Very special dried tree sap. Burned to make a
sweet-smelling smoke, it was offered as a gift to God.

atar A tableor raised area used for offering sacrifices.

unleavened bread  Bread made without yeast.

wafers A thin bread, like crackers, made without yeast.
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Grain Offerings from First Harvest

14“When you bring a grain offering from
the first harvest to the Lord, you must bring
roasted heads of grain. They must be crushed
heads of fresh grain. This will be your grain
offering from the first harvest. 15Y ou must put
oil and frankincense* on it. It isa grain
offering. 16The priest must burn part of the
crushed grain, the oil, and all the frankincense
on it as the memorial offering. It is an
offering by fireto the Lord.

Fellowship Offerings

“When a person gives a sacrifice as a

fellowship offering, the animal can be a
cow and the animal can beamale or afemale.
But the anima must have nothing wrong with
it. 2The person must put his hand on the
animal’s head and kill the animal at the
entrance of the Meeting Tent.* Then Aaron’s
sons, the priests, must sprinkle the blood on
the altar,* all around it. 3The fellowship
offering is an offering made by fire to the
Lord. The priest must offer the fat that is in
and around the animal’s inside parts. 4The
person must offer the two kidneys and the fat
covering them near the lower back muscle.
He must also offer the fat part of the liver. He
must remove it with the kidneys. 5Then
Aaron’s sons will burn the fat on the atar.
They will put it on the burnt offering that is
on the wood on the fire. It is an offering by
fire. Its smell pleases the Lord.

6“When a person gives a sheep or a goat as
a fellowship offering to the Lord, the animal
can be amale or afemale animal. But it must
have nothing wrong with it. 7If he brings a
lamb as his offering, then he must bring it
before the Lord. 8He must put his hand on the
animal’s head and kill the animal in front of
the Meeting Tent.* Then Aaron’s sons must
sprinkle the animal’s blood on the altar,* all
around it. 9The person must give part of the
fellowship offering as an offering made by fire
to the Lord. The person must offer the fat, the
whole fat tail, and the fat that is on and around

Megting Tent  The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.
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the anima’s inside parts. (He must cut off the
tail close to the backbone.) 10The person must
offer the two kidneys and the fat covering
them near the lower back muscles. He must
aso offer the fat part of the liver. He must
remove it with the kidneys. 11Then the priest
must burn them on the altar. The fellowship
offering is an offering made by fire to the
Lord. But it will also befood for the people,.

A Goat as a Fellowship Offering

12|f the offering is a goat, then the person
must bring it before the Lord. 13The person
must put his hand on the goat's head and kill it
in front of the Meeting Tent.* Then Aaron’s
son must sprinkle the goat’s blood on the
dtar,* dl around it. 14The person must give
part of the fellowship offering as an offering
made by fire to the Lord. The person must
offer the fat that is on and around the animal’s
ingde parts. 15The person must offer the two
kidneys and the fat covering them near the
lower back muscle. He must also offer the fat
part of the liver. He must remove it with the
kidneys. 16Then the priest must burn them on
the dtar. The fellowship offering is an offering
made by fire. Its smell pleases the Lord. It is
aso food jfor the people—but the best parts*
belong to the Lord. 17This rule will continue
forever through all your generations.
Wherever you live, you must never eat fat or
blood.”

Offerings for Accidental Sins

The Lord spoke to Moses. The Lord said,

2'Tell the people of Israel: If any person
sins by accident and does any of the things the
Lord said must not be done, then that person
must do these things:.

3|f the anointed priest* makesamistakein
a way that leaves the people guilty for their
sin, then the priest must make an offering to
the Lord for his sin. The priest must offer a

Meeting Tent  The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.

atar A table or raised area used for offering sacrifices.

best parts Literaly, “fat.”

anointed priest  The priest chosen to serve at a particular time.
The priests took turns. Special oil was poured on the one
chosen to show that God chose him to serve.

LEVITICUS3:104:14

young bull that has nothing wrong with it. He
must offer the young bull to the Lord asa sin
offering. 4The anointed priest must bring the
bull to the entrance of the Meeting Tent* in
front of the Lord. He must put his hand on the
bull’s head and kill the bull in front of the
Lord. 5Then the anointed priest* must get
some of the blood from the bull and take it
into the Meeting Tent. 6The priest must put
his finger in the blood and sprinkle the blood
seven times before the Lord in front of the
curtain of the Most, Holy Place* 7The priest
must put some of the blood on the corners of
the incense* altar.* (This altar isin the
Meeting Tent, in front of the Lord.) The priest
must pour out al of the bull’s blood at the
base of the altar of burnt offering. (This atar
is at the entrance of the Meeting Tent.) 8And
he must take al the fat from the bull of the sin
offering. He must take the fat that is on and
around the inside parts. ®He must take the two
kidneys and the fat covering them near the
lower back muscle. He must also take the fat
part of the liver. He must remove it with the
kidneys. 10The priest must offer these parts
just like they are offered from the bull of the
fellowship offering.* The priest must burn the
animal parts on the altar of burnt offering.
11-12But the priest must carry out the bull’s
skin, inside parts and body waste, and al the
meat on its head and legs. The priest must
carry those parts outside the camp to the
specia place where the ashes are poured out.
The priest must put those parts there on the
wood and burn them. The bull must be burned
where the ashes are poured out.

13*1t may happen that the whole nation of
Israel sins without knowing it. They might
have done any of the things that the Lord has
commanded them not to do. If this happens,
they will become quilty. 14 they learn about
that sin, then they must offer ayoung bull asa
sin offering for the whole nation. They must

Most Holy Place Most important room in the Holy Tent. The
Holy Box with the Cherub Angels on it was in this room. It
was like God's throne.

incense Special dried tree sap. Burned to make a sweet-
smelling smoke, it was offered as a gift to God.

just like ... fellowship offering SeeLev. 3:1-5.
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bring the bull to the Meeting Tent.* 15The
elders (leaders) of the people must put their
hands on the bull’s head in front of the Lord,
and then a person must kill the bull in front of
the Lord. 16Then the anointed priest* must get
some of the bull’s blood and take it into the
Meeting Tent. 17The priest must put his finger
in the blood and sprinkle it seven times in
front of the curtain before the Lord. 18Then
the priest must put some of the blood on the
corners of the altar.* (This altar is in the
Meeting Tent, in front of the Lord.) The priest
must pour out al the blood at the base of the
dtar of burnt offering. (This altar is at the
entrance of the Meeting Tent.) 19Then the
priest must take al the fat from the animal and
burn it on the atar. 20The priest must offer
these parts just like he offered the bull of the
sin offering.* In this way, the priest will make
the people pure.* And God will forgive the
people of Isragl. 21The priest must carry this
bull outside the camp and burn it, just like he
burned the other bull. This is the sin offering
for the whole community.

22*A ruler might sin by accident and do one
of the things the Lord his God said must not
be done. The ruler will be guilty ,of doing
wrong,. 23f the ruler learns about his sin, then
he must bring a male goat that has nothing
wrong with it. That will be his offering. 24The
ruler must put his hand on the goat's head and
kill the goat at the place where they kill the
burnt offering before the Lord. The goat is a
sin offering. 25The priest must take some of
the blood of the sin offering on his finger and
put it on the corners of the altar* of burnt
offering. The priest must pour the rest of the
blood at the base of the altar. 26And the priest
must burn all the goat’s fat on the altar. He
must burn it like he burns the fat of the
sacrifice of fellowship offerings. In this way,

Meeting Tent  The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.

anointed priest The priest chosen to serve a a particular time.
The priests took turns. Special oil was poured on the one
chosen to show that God chose him to serve.

atar A tableor raised area used for offering sacrifices.

like ... sinoffering  SeelLev. 4:3-12.

make ... pure Or, “make atonement.” The Hebrew word means
“to cover,” “to hide,” or “to erase sins.”
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the priest will make the ruler pure.x And God
will forgivetheruler.

27*One of the common people might sin by
accident and do one of the things that the
Lord said must not be done. 28If that person
learns about his sin, then he must bring a
female goat that has nothing wrong with it.
That will be the person’s sin offering. He
must bring this goat for the sin that he has
done. 22He must put his hand on the animal’s
head and kill it at the place for the burnt
offering. 30Then the priest must take some of
the goat's blood on hisfinger and put it on the
corners of the atar* of burnt offering. Then
the priest must pour out the rest of the goat’s
blood at the base of the altar. 31The priest
must offer al the goat’s fat, just like the fat is
offered from the fellowship offerings. The
priest must burn it on the altar as a sweet
smell to the Lord. In this way, the priest will
make that person pure.* And God will forgive
that person.

32“|f that person brings a lamb as his sin
offering, then he must bring a female lamb
that has nothing wrong with it. 33The person
must put his hand on the animal’s head and
kill it as asin offering in the place where they
kill the burnt offering. 34The priest must take
some of the blood from the sin offering on his
finger and put it on the corners of the altar* of
burnt offering. Then the priest must pour out
al the lamb's blood at the base of the atar.
35The priest must offer al the lamb’s fat, just
like the fat of the lamb is offered from the
fellowship offerings. The priest must burn it
on the atar, just like any offering made by
fire to the Lord. In this way, the priest will
make that person pure* from the sin he did.
And God will forgive that person.

Different Accidental Sins

“A person might hear a warning. Or a
person might see or hear something that he
should tell to other people. If that person does
not tell what he saw or heard, then that person
IS guilty of doing wrong. 20r a person might
touch something unclean.* It might be the

unclean  Not pure or not acceptable to God for worship.
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dead body of atame animal, or it might be the
dead body of an unclean animal. That person
might not know that he touched those things,
but he will still be guilty of doing wrong.
3There are many things that come from a
person that make a person unclean. A person
might touch any of these things from another
person, but not know about it. When that
person learns that he has touched something
unclean, he will be guilty. 4Or a person might
make a quick promise to do something—it
makes no difference if it is bad or good.
People make many kinds of quick promises.
A person might make such a promise and
forget it.x When he remembers* his promise,
then he will be guilty, because he didn’t keep
his promise. 5So, if a person is guilty of any
of these things, then he must confess (admit)
the thing he did wrong. 6He must bring his
guilt offering to the Lord for the sin he did.
He must bring afemale lamb or afemale goat
as a sin offering. Then the priest will do the
things that will, make that person pure* from
the sin that person did.

™|f the person can't afford alamb, he must
bring two doves or two young pigeons to the
Lord. These will be the guilt offering for his
sin. One bird must be for a sin offering, and
the other must be for a burnt offering. 8The
person must bring them to the priest. Firgt, the
priest will offer one bird for the sin offering.
The priest will pull off the bird’s head from
its neck. But the priest will not divide the bird
{into two parts;. °The priest must sprinkle the
blood from the sin offering on the side of the
dtar.* Then the priest must pour out the rest
of the blood at the base of the dtar. Itisasin
offering. 19Then the priest must offer the
second hird according to the rules for a burnt
offering. In this way, the priest will make that
person pure* from the sin that person did.
And God will forgive that person.

forgetit Literdly, “itishid from him.”

remembers Literaly, “knowsof.”

make ... pure Or, “make atonement.” The Hebrew word
means"“to cover,” “to hide,” or “to erase sins.”

altar A tableor raised area used for offering sacrifices.

LEVITICUSS5:3-19

11| the person can't afford two doves or
two pigeons, then he must bring 8 cups* of
fine flour. This will be his sin offering. The
person must not put oil on the flour. He must
not put frankincense* on it, becauseitisa sin
offering. 12The person must bring the flour to
the priest. The priest will take a handful of the
flour. It will be a memorial offering. The
priest will burn the flour on the altar.* It will
be an offering made by fireto the Lord. It isa
sin offering. 13In this way, the priest will
make that person pure.* And God will forgive
that person. The part that isleft will belong to
the priest, just like the grain offering.”

14The Lord said to Moses, 15*A person
might accidentally do something wrong with
the holy things of the Lord.* Then that person
must bring a ram that has nothing wrong with
it. Thiswill be his guilt offering to the Lord.
You must use the official measure* and set
the price of the ram. 16That person must pay
for the sin he did with the holy things. He
must give the things he promised, add one-
fifth to the value, and give this money to the
priest. In this way, the priest will make that
person pure* with the ram of the guilt
offering. And God will forgive that person.

17%1f a person sins and does any of the
things that the Lord has commanded not to be
done, it does not matter if that person did not
know. That person is guilty. That person must
accept the responsibility for his sin. 18That
person must bring a ram that has nothing
wrong with it to the priest. The ram will be a
guilt offering. In this way, the priest will
make that person pure* from the sin that
person did without knowing. And God will
forgive that person. 19The person is guilty,
.even if he did not know he was sinning;. So
he must give the guilt offering to the Lord.”

8cups Literaly, “1/10 of an ephah.”

frankincense Very specia dried tree sap. Burned to make a
sweet-smelling smoke, it was offered as a gift to God.

atar A tableor raised area used for offering sacrifices.

holy things ... Lord These are probably specia gifts that a
person promised but forgot to give to the Lord.

official measure Literaly, “holy shekel,” the officia standard
of measure used in the tabernacle or temple.
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Guilt Offerings for Other Sins

The Lord said to Moses, 2*A person might

do wrong against the Lord by doing one of
these sins: A person might lie about \what
happened, to something he was taking care of
for someone else. Or a person might lie about
a deposit* he received. Or a person might
steal something. Or a person might cheat
someone. 30r a person might find something
that was lost and then lie about it. Or a person
might promise to do something and then not
do what he promised. Or a person might do
some other bad thing. 4If a person does any of
those things, then that person is guilty of sin.
That person must bring back whatever he
stole, or whatever he took by cheating, or
whatever he took that |the other person asked
him to hold for him,, or whatever he found
and lied about, or Swhatever he made a false
promise about. He must pay the full price.
And then he must pay an extra fifth of the
value of, the thing. He must give the money to
the true owner. He must do this on the day he
Jbrings; his quilt offering.

6*That person must bring a guilt offering to
the priest. It must be aram from the flock. The
ram must not have anything wrong with it. It
must be worth the amount that the priest says.
It will be a guilt offering to the Lord. 7Then
the priest will go to the Lord and do the
things that will; make that person pure *. And
God will forgive that person for al the things
that made him guilty.”

Burnt Offerings

8The Lord said to Moses, 9“Give this
command to Aaron and his sons: This is the
law of the burnt offering. The burnt offering
must ;stay, on the hearth* of the altar* all
night until morning. The altar’s fire must be
kept burning on the altar. 10The priest must
put on his linen robe. He must put on hislinen

deposit Literally, “pledge” or “security.” Thisis something like
adown payment given as proof that something more important
will be done.

make ... pure Or, “make atonement.” The Hebrew word
means “to cover,” “to hide,” or “to erase sins.”

hearth  The place where a sacrifice s burned.

atar A tableor raised area used for offering sacrifices.

118

underwear next to his body. Then the priest
must pick up the ashes |eft by the fire when it
burned the burnt offering on the altar. The
priest must put these ashes beside the altar.
1UThen the priest must take off his clothesand
put on other clothes. Then he must carry the
ashes outside the camp to a special place.
12But the altar's fire must be kept burning on
the altar. It must not be allowed to, stop
burning. The priest must burn wood on the
dtar every morning. He must put the wood on
the altar. He must burn the fat of the
fellowship offerings. 13Fire must be kept
burning on the atar without stopping. It must
not go ou.

Grain Offerings

14Thisisthe law of the grain offering: The
sons of Aaron must bring it to the Lord in
front of the atar.* 15The priest must take a
handful of the fine flour from the grain
offering. The oil and the frankincense* must
be on the grain offering. The priest must burn
the grain offering on the altar. It will be a
memorial |offering, to the Lord. Its smell will
please the Lord.

16“Aaron and his sons must eat the grain
offering that is left. The grain offering is a
kind of bread made without yeast. The priests
must eat this bread in a holy place. They must
eat it in the courtyard around the Meeting
Tent.* 17The grain offering must not be
cooked with yeast. | have given it as the
priests’ share of the offerings made to me by
fire. It is most holy, like the sin offering and
the guilt offering. 18Every male among the
children of Aaron may eat from the offerings
made to the Lord by fire. Thisisarule forever
through your generations. Touching these
offerings makes those men holy.”

The Priests’ Grain Offering

19The Lord said to Moses, 20“This is the
offering that Aaron and his sons must bring to
the Lord. They must do this on the day they

frankincense Very special dried tree sap. Burned to make a
sweet-smelling smoke, it was offered as a gift to God.

Megting Tent The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.
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anoint* Aaron (to be high priest. They must
bring 8 cups* of fineflour for agrain offering.
(This will be offered at the times of the daily
offering.) They must bring half of it in the
morning and half of it in the evening. 21The
fine flour must be mixed with oil and made on
a baking pan. When it is cooked, then you
must bring it in. You must break the offering
into pieces. Its smell will please the Lord.

22*The priest from among Aaron’s
descendants* that is chosen to take Aaron's
place must make this grain offering to the
Lord. Thisrulewill continue forever. Thegrain
offering must be completely burned for the
Lord. 3Every grain offering of the priest must
be completely burned. It must not be eaten.”

The Law of the Sin Offering

24The Lord said to Moses, 25 Tell Aaron and
hissons: Thisisthe law of the sin offering. The
sin offering must be killed in the place where
the burnt offering iskilled before the Lord. It is
most holy. 26The priest that offers the sin
offering must edt it. But he must eat it in aholy
place, in the courtyard around the Meeting
Tent.* 2'Touching the mest |of the sin offering,
makes a person or athing holy.

“If any of the sprinkled blood falls on a
person’s clothes, then you must wash the
clothes in a holy place. 28If the sin offering
was hoiled in a clay pot, then the pot must be
broken. If the sin offering was boiled in a
bronze* pot, then the pot must be washed and
rinsed in water.

29 Any man in apriest’s family may eat the
sin offering. It is very holy. 30But if the blood
of the sin offering was taken into the Meeting
Tent* and used in the Holy Place to make
Jpeople, pure* then that sin offering must not
be eaten. It must be burned in thefire.

anoint  To pour olive ail on things or peaple to show they were
chosen for a specia work or purpose.

8cups Literaly, “1/10 of an ephah.”

descendant(s) A person’s children and their future families.

Meeting Tent  The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.

bronze A metal. The Hebrew word can mean “copper,”
“bronze,” or “brass.”

make ... pure Or, “make atonement.” The Hebrew word
means “to cover,” “to hide,” or “to erase Sins.”

LEVITICUS6:21-7:13

Guilt Offerings

“These are the rules for the guilt offering.

It is very holy. 2A priest must kill the
guilt offering in the same place where they
kill the burnt offerings. Then the priest must
sprinkle the blood from the guilt offering
around the altar.*

3*The priest must offer dl the fat from the
guilt offering. He must offer the fat tail and
the fat that covers the inside parts. 4The priest
must offer the two kidneys and the fat
covering them at the lower back muscle. He
must also offer the fat part of the liver. He
must remove it with the kidneys. 5The priest
must burn al those things on the atar.* This
will be an offering made by fire to the Lord. It
isaquilt offering.

6 Any maein apriest’s family may eat the
guilt offering. It is very holy, so it must be
eaten in aholy place. 7The guilt offering islike
the sin offering. The same rules are for both
offerings. The priest that does the sacrificing
will get the meat for food. &The priest that does
the sacrificing can aso have the skin* from the
burnt offering. 9Every grain offering belongsto
the priest that offers it. That priest will get the
grain offerings that were baked in an oven, or
cooked on a frying pan or a baking dish. 10The
grain offerings will belong to Aaron’s sons. It
does not make any difference if they are dry or
mixed with oil. The sons of Aaron (priests)
will al sharethisfood.

Fellowship Offerings

11*This is the law of the sacrifice* of
fellowship offerings that a person offersto the
Lord: 12The person may bring the fellowship
offering to show his thanks. If he brings his
sacrifice to give thanks, he should |also, bring
unleavened bread* mixed with oil, wafers*
with oil poured over them, and loaves of fine
flour mixed with oil. 13The fellowship
offering is the offering that a person brings

atar A tableor raised area used for offering sacrifices.

skin - Thiswas used for making leather.

sacrifice A gift to God. Usualy, it was a specia animal that
waskilled and burned on an dltar.

unleavened bread Bread made without yeast.

wafers A thin bread, like crackers, made without yeast.
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to show thanks to God. With that offering the
person must bring another offering with
loaves of bread made with yeast. 14One of
these loaves of bread will belong to the priest
that sprinkles the blood of the fellowship
offerings. 15The meat of the fellowship
offering must be eaten on the same day it is
offered. A person offers this gift as a way of
showing thanks to God. But none of the meat
should remain the next morning.

16*A person might bring a fellowship
offering just because he wants to give a gift to
God. Or maybe a person made a special
promise to God. If thisis true, then the
sacrifice* must be eaten the same day he
offers it. If there is any left, then it must be
eaten that next day. 17But if any meat from
this sacrifice is till |eft over on the third day,
it must be burned in the fire. 18If a person eats
any of the meat from his fellowship offering
on the third day, then the Lord will not be
happy with that person. The Lord will not
count the sacrifice for him. The sacrifice will
become unclean.* And if a person eats any of
that meat, then that person will be responsible
for hisown sin.

19“Also, people must not eat the meat that
touches anything that is unclean.* They must
burn this meat in the fire. Every person who is
clean* may eat the meat from the fellowship
offering,. 20But if a person is unclean and eats
the meat from the fellowship offerings that
belongs to the Lord, then that person must be
separated from his people.

2I“A person might touch something that is
unclean.* That thing may have been made
unclean by people, by an unclean animal, or
by any unclean hated thing.  That person will
become unclean, and, if he eats any of the
meat from the fellowship offerings that belong
to the Lord, then that person must be
separated from his people.”

sacrifice A gift to God. Usually, it was a specia animal that was
killed and burned on an dtar.

sacrifice ... unclean Or, “offensive, bad, rotten.” This means
the meat isnot good to eat as part of a sacrifice.

unclean Not pure or not acceptable to God for worship.

clean Pure or acceptable to God for worship.
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22The Lord said to Moses, 23“Tell the
people of Isragl: Y ou must not eat any fat from
cows, sheep, or goats. 24Y ou may use the fat
from any animal that has died by itsdlf, or was
torn by |other, animals. But you must never egt
it. 25If any person eats the fat from an animal
that was offered by fire to the Lord, then that
person must be separated from his people.

26“No matter where you live, you must
never eat blood from any bird or any animal.
27If a person eats any blood, then that person
must be separated from his people.”

Rules for the Wave Offering

28The Lord said to Moses, 29“Tell the
people of Israel: If a person brings a
fellowship offering to the Lord, then that
person must give a part of that gift to the
Lord. 30That part of the gift will be burnt in
the fire. He must carry that part of the gift in
his own hands. He must bring the fat and the
breast of the animal to the priest;. The breast
will be lifted up in front of the Lord. Thiswill
be the wave offering. 31Then the priest must
burn the fat on the altar.* But the breast of
the animal, will belong to Aaron and his sons.
32Y ou must also give the right thigh from the
fellowship offering to the priest. 33The right
thigh from the fellowship offerings will
belong to the priest* that offers the blood and
fat of the fellowship offering. 34 (the Lord)
am taking the breast of the wave offeringsand
the right thigh of the fellowship offerings
from the people of Israel. And | am giving
those things to Aaron and his sons. The
people of Isragl must obey thisrule forever.”

35Those are the parts from the offerings
made by fire to the Lord that were given to
Aaron and his sons. Whenever Aaron and
his sons serve as the Lord's priests, they get
that share of the sacrifices. 36At the time the
Lord chose the priests, he commanded the
people of Israel to give those parts to the
priests. The people must give that share to
the priests forever.

37Those are the laws about burnt offerings,
grain offerings, sin offerings, guilt offerings,

atar A tableor raised area used for offering sacrifices.
thepriest Literaly, “him of the sons of Aaron.”
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fellowship offerings, and about the choosing
of priests. 38The Lord gave those laws to
Moses on Mount Sinai. The Lord gave those
laws on the day that he commanded the
people of Israel to bring their offerings to the
Lord inthe Sinai desert.

Moses Makes the Priests Ready

The Lord said to Moses, 2 Take Aaron and

his sons with him and the clothes, the
anointing oil,* the bull of the sin offering, the
two rams, and the basket of unleavened
bread.* 3Then bring the people together at the
entrance of the Meeting Tent.*”

4Moses did what the Lord commanded him.
The people met together at the entrance of the
Meeting Tent. 5SThen Moses said to the
people, “This is the thing that the Lord has
commanded must be done.”

6Then Moses brought Aaron and his sons.
He washed them with water. "Then Moses put
the woven shirt on Aaron and tied the sash
(belt) around him. Then Moses put the robe
on Aaron. Moses next put the Ephod* on
Aaron. Then Moses tied the beautiful sash
(belt) on Aaron. In that way, Moses put the
Ephod on Aaron. 8Moses put the Judgment
Pouch* on Aaron. Then he put the Urim and
Thummim* in the pocket of, the Judgment
Pouch. 9Moses also put the turban* on
Aaron’s head. Moses put the strip of gold on
the front of the turban. This strip of gold isthe
holy crown. Moses did, thisjust like the Lord
had commanded.

10Then Moses took the anointing oil* and
sprinkled it on the Holy Tent* and on al the

anainting oil - Olive oil that was poured on things or people to
show that they were chosen for a specia work or purpose.

unleavened bread  Bread made without yeast.

Meeting Tent  The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
Israel came to meet with God.

Ephod A specia coat worn by the high priest.

Judgment Pouch A piece of clothing like abib or an apron that
covered the high priest’s chegt.

Urim and Thummim  Used by the priest to learn God's answer
to questions. They were probably like lots—stones, sticks, or
bones that were thrown like dice to make decisions.

turban Head covering made by wrapping along piece of cloth
around the head or around a cap worn on the head.

Holy Tent  Or, “tabernacle.” The place God came to live among
his people.
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things in it. In this way, Moses made them
holy.* 11Moses sprinkled some of the anainting
oil on the atar* seven times. Moses sprinkled
the oil on the altar and on al its tools and
dishes. Moses also sprinkled the oil on the bowl
and its base. In this way, Moses made them
holy. 12Then Moses poured some of the
anointing oil on Aaron’s head. In this way, he
made Aaron holy. 13Then Moses brought
Aaron’s sons and put the woven shirts on them.
He tied sashes (belts) on them. Then he
wrapped headbands on their heads. |Moses did
these things, just like the Lord had commanded.

14Then Moses brought the bull of the sin
offering. Aaron and his sons put their hands
on the head of the bull of the sin offering.
15Then Moses killed the bull and collected its
blood. Moses used his finger and put some of
the blood on al the corners of the dtar.* In
this way, Moses made the altar ready for
sacrifices. Then Moses poured out the blood
at the base of the altar. In this way, Moses
made the altar ready for sacrifices to make the
people pure.* 16Moses took al the fat from
the inside parts |of the bull,. Moses took the
fat part of the liver with the two kidneys and
the fat on them. Then he burned them on the
altar. 17But Moses jtook; the bull’s skin, its
meat, and its body waste outside the camp.
Moses burned those things in a fire outside
the camp. Moses did those things like the
Lord commanded him.

18Then Moses brought the ram of the burnt
offering. Aaron and his sons put their hands
on the ram’s head. 19Then Moses killed the
ram. He sprinkled the blood around on the
altar.* 20-21Moses cut the ram into pieces.
Moses washed the inside parts and legs with
water. Then Moses burned the whole ram on
the altar. Moses burned the head, the pieces,
and the fat. It was a burnt offering made by
fire. Its smell pleased the Lord. Moses did
those things like the Lord commanded.

22Then Moses brought the other ram. This
ram was used for appointing Aaron and his

holy  Set aside or chosen for a special purpose.

atar A tableor raised area used for offering sacrifices.

make ... pure Or, “make atonement.” The Hebrew word
means “to cover,” “to hide,” or “to erase sins.”
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sons to become priests. Aaron and his sons put
their hands on the ram’s head. 23Then Moses
killed the ram. He put some of its blood on the
tip of Aaron’s ear, on the thumb of his right
hand, and on the hig toe of Aaron’s right foot.
24Then Moses brought Aaron's sons close (to
the altar;. Moses put some of the blood on the
tip of their right ears, on the thumb of their
right hands, and on the big toe of their right
feet. Then Moses sprinkled the blood around
on the altar.* 25Moses took the fat, the fat tail,
dl the fat on the inside parts, the fat covering
of the liver, the two kidneys and their fat, and
the right thigh. 26A basket of unleavened
bread* is put before the Lord each day. Moses
took one of those loaves of bread, and one
loaf of bread mixed with oil, and one
unleavened wafer.* Moses put those pieces of
bread on the fat and on the right thigh of the
ram. 2/Then Moses put al ;those things; in the
hands of Aaron and his sons. Moses waved
the pieces as a wave offering before the Lord.
28Then Moses took these things from the
hands of Aaron and his sons. Moses burned
them on the atar on top of the burnt offering.
So that was the offering for appointing Aaron
and his sons as priests. It was an offering
made by fire. Its smell pleased the Lord.
29Moses took the breast, and waved it for a
wave offering in front of the Lord. It was
Moses' share of the ram for appointing the
priests. This was like the Lord had
commanded Moses.

30Moses took some of the anointing oil* and
some of the blood that was on the altar.* Moses
sprinkled some on Aaron and on Aaron’s
clothes. Moses sprinkled some on Aaron’s sons
that were with Aaron and on their clothes. In
this way, Moses made Aaron, his clothes, his
sons, and hissons' clothes holy.*

31Then Moses said to Aaron and his sons,
“ Do you remember my command?, | said,
‘Aaron and his sons must egt these things” So

atar A tableor raised area used for offering sacrifices.

unleavened bread  Bread made without yeast.

wafer A thin bread, like crackers, made without yeast.

anointing oil  Olive oil that was poured on things or people to
show that they were chosen for a special work or purpose.

holy  Set aside or chosen for a special purpose.
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take the basket of bread and meat from the
ceremony for choosing the priests. Boil that
medt a the entrance of the Meseting Tent.* Eat
the meat and bread &t that place. Do this like |
told you. 32If any of the meat or bread is left,
then burn it. 33The ceremony for choosing the
priests will last for seven days. You must not
leave the entrance of the Meeting Tent until that
timeisfinished. 3#The Lord has commanded to
do the things that were done today. He
commanded these things to make you pure.*
35You must stay a the entrance of the Meeting
Tent day and night for seven days. If you don't
obey the Lord's commands, then you will die!
The Lord gave me those commands.”

36So Aaron and his sons did al the things
that the Lord had commanded Moses.

God Accepts the Priests

On the eighth day, Moses called Aaron

and his sons. He also called the elders
(leaders) of Israel. 2Moses said to Aaron,
“Take a bull and a ram. There must be
nothing wrong with those animals. The bull
will be a sin offering, and the ram will be a
burnt offering. Offer those animals to the
Lord. 3Tell the people of Israel, ‘Take amale
goat for a sin offering. And take a calf and a
lamb for a burnt offering. The calf and the
lamb must each be one year old. There must
be nothing wrong with those animals. 4Take a
bull and a ram for fellowship offerings. Take
those animals and a grain offering mixed with
oil, and offer those things to the Lord. Why?
Because today the Lord will appear to you."”

5S0 all the people came to the Meeting
Tent.* They al brought the things that Moses
had commanded. All the people stood before
the Lord. 6Moses said, “You must do those
things that the Lord commanded. Then the
Glory of the Lord* will appear to you.”

Then Moses told Aaron these things. “Go
do the things the Lord commanded. Go to the

Meeting Tent  The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
Israel came to meet with God.

make ... pure Or, “make atonement.” The Hebrew word
means “to cover,” “to hide,” or “to erase sins.”

Glory of the Lord One of the forms God used when he
appeared to people. It waslike abright, shining light.
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altar* and offer sin offerings and burnt
offerings. Do those things that will make you
and the people pure.* Take the people’s
sacrifices and do the things that will make
them pure.”

8S0 Aaron went to the atar.* He killed the
bull for the sin offering. This sin offering was
for himself. 9Then the sons of Aaron brought
the blood to Aaron. Aaron put hisfinger in the
blood and put it on the corners of the altar.
Then Aaron poured out the blood at the base
of the altar. 10Aaron took the fat, the kidneys,
and the fat part of the liver from the sin
offering. He burned those things on the atar
just like the Lord had commanded Moses.
1Then Aaron burned the meat and skin on a
fire outside the camp.

12Next, Aaron killed the ;animal for the,
burnt offering.  The animal was cut into pieces,
Aaron’s sons brought the blood to Aaron. And
Aaron sprinkled the blood around on the altar.*
13Aaron’s sons gave the pieces and head of the
burnt offering to Aaron. Then Aaron burned
.them, on the atar. 14Aaron also washed the
Ingde parts and the legs of the burnt offering.
And he burned them on the altar.

15Then Aaron brought the people’s
offering. He killed the goat of the sin offering
that was for the people. He offered the goat
for sin, like the first. 16Aaron brought the
burnt offering and offered it, like the Lord had
commanded. 17Aaron brought the grain
offering to the atar.* He took a handful of the
grain and put it on the altar beside that
morning's daily sacrifice.

18Aaron aso killed the bull and the ram,
the sacrifice of fellowship offerings for the
people. Aaron’s sons brought the blood to
Aaron. Aaron sprinkled this blood around on
the altar.* 19Aaron’s sons also brought to
Aaron the fat of the bull and the ram. They
brought the fat tail, the fat, covering the
inside parts, the kidneys and the fat part of the
liver. 20Aaron’s sons put these fat parts on the
breasts |of the bull and the ram;. Aaron
burned the fat parts on the altar. 21Aaron

atar A tableor raised area used for offering sacrifices.
make ... pure Or, “make atonement.” The Hebrew word
means “to cover,” “to hide,” or “to erase Sins.”
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waved the breasts and the right thigh for a
wave offering before the Lord, like Moses
had commanded.

22Then Aaron lifted up his hands toward
the people and blessed them. After Aaron
finished offering the sin offering, the burnt
offering, and the fellowship offerings, he
came down from the altar .

23Moses and Aaron went into the Meeting
Tent.* They came out and blessed the people.
Then the Glory of the Lord* appeared to al
the people. 24Fire came out from the Lord and
burned the burnt offering and fat on the altar.*
When al the people saw this, they shouted
and bowed their faces low to the ground.
1 Then Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu

(Sinned,. Each son took a dish for

burning incense.* They used a different fire
and lit the incense. They did not use the fire
that Moses had commanded them to use. 250
fire came from the Lord and destroyed Nadab
and Abihu. They died in front of the Lord.

3Then Moses said to Aaron, “The Lord
says, ‘The priests that come near me must
respect me! | must be holy to them and to all
the people.”” So Aaron did not say anything
;about his sons dying,.

4Aaron’s uncle Uzziel had two sons. They
were Mishael and Elzaphan. Moses said to
those sons, “Go to the front part of the Holy
Place. Take your cousins' bodies and carry
them outside the camp.”

5S0 Mishael and Elzaphan obeyed Moses.
They carried the bodies of Nadab and Abihu
outside the camp. Nadab and Abihu were till
wearing their special woven shirts.

6Then Moses spoke to Aaron and his other
sons Eleazar and Ithamar. Moses told them,
“Don’t show any sadness!; Don't tear your
clothes or mess up your hair!* Don't show

God Destroys Nadab and Abihu

Meeting Tent  The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
Israel came to meet with God.

Glory of the Lord One of the forms God used when he
appeared to people. It was like abright, shining light.

incense Special dried tree sap. Burned to make a sweet-
smelling smoke, it was offered as a gift to God.

tear ... hair  Torn clothes and messed up hair showed a person
was mourning (sad) for adead person.
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your sadness and you will not be killed. And
the Lord will not be angry against all the
people. All the people of Israel are your
relatives—they can cry about the Lord
burning Nadab and Abihu. 7But you must not
even leave the entrance of the Meeting Tent.
If you leave, then you will die! Why? Because
the Lord’'s anointing oil* is on you.” So
Aaron, Eleazar, and Ithamar obeyed Moses.
8Then the Lord said to Aaron, %“You and
your sons must not drink wine or beer when
you come into the Meeting Tent. ,If you drink
those things,; then you will die! This law
continues forever through your generations.
10You must make a clear distinction
(difference) between things that are holy and
things that are not holy. You must make a
clear distinction between things that are
clean* and things that are unclean.* 1The
Lord gave hislaws to Moses, and Moses gave
those laws to the people. Aaron, you must
teach the people about dl of those laws.”
12Aaron had two sons that were still aive,
Eleazar and Ithamar. Moses talked to Aaron
and his two sons. Moses said, “Some of the
grain offering is left from the sacrifices that
were burned on the fire. You will eat that part
of the grain offering. But you must eat it
without adding yeast. Eat it near the altar.*
Why? Because that offering is very holy.*
13That is part of the offerings that were burned
on the fire for the Lord. And the law | gave
you teaches that a part belongs to you and your
sons. But you must eat it inaholy place.
14°Also you, your sons, and your daughters
will be able to eat the breast from the wave
offerings. You don't have to eat these in a
holy place, but you must eat them in a clean*
place. Why? Because they come from the
fellowship offerings. The people of Israel give
those gifts to God. | The people eat part of
those animals,; but the breast is your share.
15The people must bring the fat from their

anainting oil  Olive oil that was poured on things or people to
show that they had been chosen for a special work or purpose.

clean Pure or acceptable to God for worship.

unclean Not pure or not acceptable to God for worship.

atar A tableor raised area used for offering sacrifices.

holy  Set aside or chosen for a special purpose.
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animals as part of the sacrifice that is burned
on the fire. They must also bring the thigh of
the fellowship offering and the breast of the
wave offering. That will be waved in front of
the Lord, and then it will be your share of the
offering. It will belong to you and your
children. That part of the sacrifices will be
your share forever, just like the Lord said.”

16Moses looked for the goat of the sin
offering. But it was aready burned up. Moses
became very angry at Aaron’s other sons
Eleazar and Ithamar. Moses said, 17“You
were supposed to eat that goat in the holy
areal It isvery holy! Why did you not eat it in
front of the Lord? The Lord gave it to you to
carry away the guilt of the people—to make
the people pure.* 18That goat’s blood was not
brought into the Holy Place.* So, you should
have eaten the meat in the holy area, like |
commanded!”

19But Aaron said to Moses, “L ook, today they
brought their sin offering and burnt offering
before the Lord. But you know what happened
to me today! Do you think the Lord would be
happy if | ate the Sin offering today? No!”

20When Moses heard this, he agreed.
1 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron,

2“Tell the people of Israel: These are

the animals you can eat: 3If an animal has
hooves* that are split into two parts, and if
that animal also chews the cud,* then you can
eat the meat from that animal.

4-6“Some animals chew the cud,* but they
don’t have split hooves.* Don't eat those
animals. Camels, rock badgers, and rabbits
are like that, so they are unclean* for you.
Other animals have hooves* that are split
into two parts, but they don't chew the cud.
Don't eat those animals. Pigs are like that, so
they are unclean for you. 8Don’t eat the meat

Rules about Eating Meat

make ... pure Or, “make atonement.” The Hebrew word
means “to cover, “to hide,” or “to erase sins.”

Holy Place One of the rooms in the Holy Tent.

hooves The hard part of the foot of certain animals.

cud The food that is brought up from the stomach of some
animals (like cows) and chewed again.
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from those animals! Don't even touch their
dead bodies! They are unclean for you!

Rules about Sea Food

9If an animal lives in the sea or in a river
and if the animal has fins and scales, then you
can eat that animal. 10-11But if an animal lives
inthe sea or in ariver and does not have fins
and scales, then you must not eat that animal.
It is one of the animals the Lord says is bad to
eat. Don't eat the meat from that animal.
Don't even touch its dead body! 12You must
treat any animal in the water that does not
have fins and scales as one of the animals that
God says are bad to edt.

Birds That Must Not Be Eaten

13*Y ou must also treat these birds asanimal's
God says are bad to eat. Don't eat any of these
birds: eagles, vultures, buzzards, 14kites* all
kinds of falcons, 15all kinds of black birds,
16ostriches, nighthawks, sea gulls, dl kinds of
hawks, 17owls, cormorants, great owls, 18water
hens, pelicans, carrion-vultures, 19torks, all
kinds of herons, hoopoes, and bats.

Rules about Eating Insects

20°If insects have wings and crawl,* then
you should treat them as things the Lord says
you must not eat. Don't eat those insects!
21But you can eat those insects if they have
legs with joints above their feet so they can
jump. 22You can aso eat al kinds of locusts,
all kinds of winged locusts, all kinds of
crickets, and al kinds of grasshoppers.

23*But dl the other insects that have wings
and crawl* are things the Lord says you must
not eat. 24Those insects will make you
unclean.* Any person who touches the dead
bodies of these insects will become unclean
until evening. 25If a person picks up one of
those dead insects, then that person must
wash his clothes. That person will be unclean
until evening.

kite(s) A bird like ahawk.
crawl Literally, “walk on four feet.”
unclean Not pure or not acceptable to God for worship.

LEVITICUS11:9-36

More Rules about Animals

26-27" Some animals have split hooves,* but
the hooves don’t make exactly two parts.
Some animals don’t chew the cud.* Some
animals don’t have hooves—they, walk on
their paws.* All of those animals are unclean*
for you. Any person who touches them will
become unclean. That person will be unclean
until evening. 28If any person picks up their
dead bodies, that person must wash his
clothes. That person will be unclean until
evening. Those animals are unclean to you.

Rules about Crawling Animals

2%These crawling animals are unclean* for
you: moles, mice, al kinds of great lizards,
30geckos, crocodiles, lizards, sand reptiles, and
chameleons. 31Those crawling animals are
unclean for you. Any person who touches their
dead bodies will be unclean until evening.

Rules about Unclean Animals

32*|f any of those unclean* animals dies
and fals on something, then that thing will
become unclean. It might be something made
from wood, cloth, leather, a cloth of sadness
or some work tool. Whatever it is, it must be
washed with water. It will be unclean until
evening. Then it will become clean again. 33If
any of those unclean animals dies and falls
into a clay dish, then anything in the dish will
become unclean. And you must break the
dish. 34If water ,from the unclean clay dish,
comes on any food, then that food will
become unclean. Any drink in the unclean
dish will become unclean. 35If any part of a
dead unclean animal falls on something, then
that thing is unclean. It may be a clay, oven
or aclay, baking pan. It must be broken into
pieces. Those things will not be clean ;any
more;. They will always be unclean for you.

36“A spring or awell that collects water will
Stay; clean.* But any person who touches the
dead bodies of any unclean animal will become

hooves The hard part of the foot of certain animals.

cud The food that is brought up from the stomach of some
animals (like cows) and chewed again.

paws The soft feet with claws on certain animals.

clean Pure or acceptable to God for worship.
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unclean. 37If any part of those dead unclean*
animals falls on any seed that is to be planted,
then that seed is till, clean. 38But if you put
water on some seeds and then if any part of
those dead unclean animals falls on those
seeds, then those seeds are unclean for you.

3% Also, if an animal that you use for food,
dies, then the person who touches its dead
body will be unclean* until evening. 40And
the person who eats meat from this anima’s
body must wash his clothes. This person will
be unclean until evening. The person who
picks up the dead body of the animal must
wash his clothes. This person will be unclean
until evening.

41“Every animd that crawls on the ground
is one of the animals the Lord says you must
not eat. You must not eat it. 42Y ou must not
eat any of the reptiles that crawl on their
stomachs or that walk on al four feet, or any
of the animals that have many feet. Don't eat
those animals! 43Don'’t |et those animals make
you filthy.* You must not become unclean!
4\Why? Because | am the Lord your God! |
am holy, so you should keep yourselves holy!
Don’t make yourselves unclean with those
crawling things! 451 brought you people from
Egypt. | did this so you could be my special
people and | could be your God. | am holy, so
you must be holy too!”

46Those are the rules about al of the tame
animals, birds, and other animals on earth.
Those are the rules about al of the animalsin
the seaand al of the animals that crawl on the
ground. 47Those teachings are so people can
know unclean* animals from clean* animals.
So people will know which animals they can
eat and which animals they must not eat.

1 The Lord said to Moses, 2“Tell the

people of Israel: If a woman gives birth
to a baby boy, then that woman will be
unclean* for seven days. This will be like her
being unclean during her monthly time of

Rules for New Mothers

unclean Not pure or not acceptable to God for worship.

filthy Or, “hated.” Not pure or not acceptahle to God for
worship.

clean Pure or acceptable to God for worship.
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bleeding. 30n the eighth day, the baby boy
must be circumcised.* 4Then it will be 33
days before she becomes clean* from her loss
of blood. She must not touch anything that is
holy. She must not enter the Holy Place until
the time of her being made clean is finished.
SBut if the woman gives hirth to a girl, then
the mother will be unclean for two weeks, the
same as for her monthly time of bleeding. It
will be 66 days before she becomes clean
from her loss of blood.

6 After the time for being made clean* is
finished, the new mother of a baby girl or boy
must bring specia sacrifices to the Meeting
Tent.* She must give those sacrifices to the
priest at the entrance of the Meeting Tent. She
must bring a one-year-old lamb for a burnt
offering and a dove or young pigeon for asin
offering. 7-8If the woman can't afford a lamb,
she may bring two doves or two young
pigeons. One hird will be for a burnt offering
and one for a sin offering. The priest will
offer those things before the Lord. In this
way, the priest will make her pure.* Then she
will be clean from her loss of blood. Those
are the rules for awoman who gives birth to a

baby boy or ababy girl.”
1 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 2*A
person might have a swelling on his
skin, or it may be a scab or a bright spot. If
the sore looks like the disease of leprosy,*
then the person must be brought to Aaron the
priest or to one of his sons the priests. 3The
priest must look at the sore on the person’s
skin. If the hair in the sore has become white,
and if the sore seems deeper than the person’s
skin, then it is a leprosy disease. When the
priest has finished looking at the person, the

Rules about Skin Diseases

circumcised To have the foreskin cut off. This was done to
every Jewish male to show he shared in the Agreement God
made with |sragl. See Gen. 17:4-14.

Meeting Tent  The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
|srael came to meet with God.

make ... pure Or, “make atonement.” The Hebrew word
means “to cover,” “to hide,” or “to erase sins.”

leprosy The Hebrew word includes mildew, fungus, and bad
Kin diseases, not just the disease we call leprosy.
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priest must announce that the person is
unclean.*

4*Sometimes there is a white spot on a
person’s skin. But the spot does not seem
deeper than the skin. If that is true, then the
priest must separate that person from other
people for seven days. On the seventh day,
the priest must look at the person. If the priest
sees that the sore has not changed and has not
spread on the skin, then the priest must
separate the person for seven more days.
6Seven days later the priest must look at the
person again. If the sore has faded, and has
not spread on the skin, then the priest must
announce that the person is clean.* The sore
is only a scab. The person must wash his
clothes and become clean again.

But if, after the person has shown himself
to the priest to be made clean ;again,; the scab
spreads more over the skin, then the person
must come again to the priest. 8The priest
must look. If the scab has spread on the skin,
then the priest must announce that the person
isunclean.* That isaleprosy* disease.

9“1f a person has leprosy,* he must be
brought to the priest. 10The priest must look at
that person. If there is a white swelling in the
skin, and if the hair has become white, and if
the skin looks raw in the swelling, Lithenitisa
leprosy that has continued for a long time on
that person’s skin. The priest must announce
that the person is unclean.* The priest does not
have to separate that person from other people
for a short time. Why? Because the priest
aready knows; that the person is unclean.

12* Sometimes a skin disease* will spread
al over aperson’sbody. The skin disease will
cover that person’s skin from his head to his
feet. The priest must look at that person’s
whole body. 13| the priest sees that the skin
disease covers the whole body and that it has
turned all of that person’s skin white, then the
priest must announce that the person is

unclean  Not pure or not acceptable to God for worship.

clean Pure or acceptable to God for worship.

leprosy The Hebrew word includes mildew, fungus, and bad
skin diseases, not just the disease we call leprosy.

skin disease Literally, “leprosy.” The Hebrew word can mean
many kinds of skin disease.

LEVITICUS 13:4-28

clean.* 14But if the person has raw skin, then
heis not clean. 15When the priest sees the raw
skin, he must announce that the person is
unclean.* The raw skin is not clean. It is a
leprosy* disease.

16“f the raw skin changes and becomes
white, then the person must come to the
priest. 17The priest must look at the person. If
the infection has become white, then the
priest must announce that the person who has
theinfectionisclean.* That personisclean.

18A person might get a boil on his skin
that heals over. 19Then that boil might
become a white swelling or a bright, white
spot with red streaks in it. If this happens, the
person must show that spot to a priest. 20The
priest must look at it. If the swelling is deeper
than the skin and the hair on it has become
white, then the priest must announce that the
person is unclean.* The spot is the infection
of leprosy.* The leprosy has broken out from
insde the boil. 21But if the priest looks at the
spot, and there are no white hairsin it, and the
spot is not deeper than the skin, but is faded,
then the priest must separate the person for
seven days. 22If more of the spot spreads on
the skin, then the priest must announce that
the person is unclean. It is an infection. 23But
if the bright spot stays in its place, and does
not spread, then it is only the scar from the
old boil. The priest must announce that the
person is clean.

24-25A person might get a burn on his
skin. If the raw skin becomes a white spot or
white spot with red streaks in it, the priest
must look at it. If that white spot seems to be
deeper than the skin, and the hair at that spot
has become white, then it is a leprosy*
disease. The leprosy has broken out in the
burn. The priest must announce that the
person is unclean.* It is a leprosy disease.
26But if the priest looks at the spot, and there
isno white hair in the bright spot, and the spot
IS not deeper than the skin, but is faded, then
the priest must separate the person for seven
days. 270On the seventh day the priest must
look at the person again. If the spot spread on
the skin, then the priest must announce that
the person is unclean. It is a leprosy disease.
28But if the bright spot did not spread on the
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skin, but is faded, it is the swelling from the
burn. The priest must announce the person
clean. Itisonly the scar from the burn.

29“A person might get an infection on his
scalp* or beard. 30A priest must look at the
infection. If the infection seems to be deeper
than the skin, and if the hair around it is thin
and yellow, then the priest must announce that
the person is unclean.* It is a bad skin
disease.* 31f the disease does not seem
deeper than the skin, but there is no dark hair
in it, then the priest must separate that person
for seven days. 320n the seventh day the priest
must look a the infection. If the disease has
not spread, and there are no yellow hairs
growing in it, and the disease does not seem
deeper than the skin, 33then the person must
shave himself. But he must not shave the
disease. The priest must separate that person
for seven more days. 340n the seventh day,
the priest must look at the disease. If the
disease has not spread through the skin, and it
does not seem deeper than the skin, then the
priest must announce that the person is clean.*
The person must wash his clothes and become
clean. 35But if the disease spreads on the skin
dter the person has become clean, 36then the
priest must look at the person again. If the
disease has spread in the skin, the priest does
not need to look for the yellowish hair. The
person is unclean.* 37But if the priest thinks
that the disease has stopped, and black hair is
growing in it, the disease has healed. The
person is clean. The priest must announce that
the person is clean.

38“If a person has white spots on his skin,
3%then a priest must look at those spots. If the
pots on that person’s skin are only dull white,
then the disease is only a harmless rash. That
person isclean.*

40A man might lose hair from his head. He
is clean. It is only baldness. 41A man might
lose hair from the sides of his head. He is
clean. It is only another kind of baldness.

scalp  The skin on aperson’s head.

unclean Not pure or not acceptable to God for worship.

skin disease Literally, “leprosy.” The Hebrew word can mean
many different kinds of skin disease.

clean Pure or acceptable to God for worship.
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42But if there is a red and white infection on
his scalp,* then it is a skin disease.* 43A
priest must look at that person. If the swelling
of the infection isred and white and looks like
the leprosy* on other parts of the body, 44then
that person has a leprosy disease on his scalp.
The person is unclean.* The priest must
announce that the person is unclean.

45f a person has a leprosy* disease, then
that person must warn other people,. That
person must shout, ‘Unclean, unclean!” That
person’s clothes must be torn at the seams.
That person must let his hair grow wild.* And
that person must cover his mouth. 46That
person will be unclean* the whole time he has
the infection. That person is unclean. He must
live alone. His home must be outside the camp.

47-48“ Some clothing might have mildew*
on it. The cloth might be linen* or wool. The
cloth might be woven or knitted. Or the
mildew might be on a piece of leather or on
something made from leather. 49If that mildew
IS green or red, then it must be shown to a
priest. S0The priest must look at the mildew.
He must put that thing in a separate place for
seven days. 51-520n the seventh day, the priest
must look at the mildew. It does not matter if
the mildew is on leather or cloth. It does not
matter if the cloth is woven or knitted. It does
not matter what the leather was used for. If the
mildew spread, then that cloth or leather is
unclean.* The infection is unclean. The priest
must burn that cloth or leather.

53|f the priest sees that the mildew* did
not spread, then that cloth or leather must be
washed. It does not matter if it is leather or
cloth, or if the cloth is knitted or woven, it
must be washed. 54The priest must order the
people to wash that piece of leather or cloth.
Then the priest must separate the clothing for
seven more days. SSAfter that time, the priest

leprosy The Hebrew word includes mildew, fungus, and bad
skin diseases, not just the disease we call leprosy.

That person’s clothes ... wild These things also showed a
person was very sad about something.

mildew A kind of fungus that often grows on cloth, leather, or
wood that is in a warm, damp place. The Hebrew word aso
means, “leprosy,” or “skin disease.”

linen  Thread or cloth made from the fibers of the flax plant.
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must look again. If the mildew still looks the
same, then that thing is unclean.* It does not
matter if the infection has not spread. You
must burn that cloth or piece of leather.

56“But if the priest looks at that piece of
|leather or cloth, and the mildew has faded, then
the priest must tear the infection out of the
piece of leather or cloth. It does not matter if the
cloth is woven or knitted. 5/But the mildew*
might come back to that piece of leather or
cloth. If that happens, then the mildew is
spreading. That piece of |eather or cloth must
be burned. 58But if the mildew did not come
back after washing, then that piece of leather or
cloth is clean.* It does not matter if the cloth
waswoven or knitted. That cloth isclean.”

S9Those are the rules for mildew* on pieces
of leather or cloth. It does not matter if the
cloth iswoven or knitted.

Rules for the Leper Made Clean

l 4The Lord said to Moses, 2 These are

the rules for people who had a skin
disease* and became well. These rules are for
making that person clean.*

“A priest must look at the person who had
the skin disease.* 3The priest must go to that
person outside the camp. The priest must look
to see if the skin disease is healed. 4If the
person is hedlthy, then the priest will tell him
to do these things: That person must get two
living clean* birds. He must also get a piece of
cedar wood, a piece of red cloth, and a hyssop*
plant. SThen the priest must order one hird to
be killed in a clay bowl over running water.
6The priest must take the other bird that is till
dive and the piece of cedar wood, the piece of
red cloth, and the hyssop plant. He must dip
the living bird and the other things in the blood
of the bird that was killed over the running
water. 7The priest must sprinkle the blood

unclean Not pure or not acceptable to God for worship.

mildew A kind of fungus that often grows on cloth, leather,or
wood that is in a warm, damp place. The Hebrew word aso
means, “leprosy,” or “skin disease.”

clean Pure or acceptable to God for worship.

skin disease Literaly, “leprosy.” The Hebrew word can mean
many different kinds of skin disease.

hyssop A plant with fine branches and leaves used for
sprinkling blood or water in cleansing ceremonies.
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seven times on the person who had the skin
disease. Then the priest must announce that the
person is clean. After that, the priest must go to
an open field and let the living bird go free.

8Then that person must wash his clothes.
He must shave off al his hair. And he must
wash with water. Then he will be clean.*
Then that person may go into the camp. But
he must stay outside his tent for seven days.
90n the seventh day, he must shave off al his
hair. He must shave his head, his beard, and
his eyebrows—yes, al his hair. Then he must
wash his clothes and bathe his body in water.
Then he will be clean.

10“On the eighth day, the person who had a
skin disease* must take two male lambs that
have nothing wrong with them. He must also
take a one-year-old female lamb that has
nothing wrong with it. He must take 24 cups*
of fine flour mixed with ail. This fine flour is
for a grain offering. The person must take 2/3
of apint* of olive ail. 1The priest must bring
that person and his sacrifices before the Lord at
the entrance of the Meeting Tent.* (This must
be the same priest who announces that the
person is clean.*) 12The priest will offer one of
the male lambs asa guilt offering. He will offer
that lamb and some of the oil as a wave
offering before the Lord. 13Then the priest will
kill the male lamb in the holy place where they
kill the sin offering and the burnt offering. The
quilt offering is like the sin offering. It belongs
tothe priest. Itisvery holy.

14*The priest will take some of the blood of
the guilt offering. The priest will put some of
this blood on the tip of the right ear of the
person to be made clean.* The priest will put
some of this blood on the thumb of the right
hand and on the big toe of the right foot of
that person. 15The priest will aso take some
of the oil and pour it into hisleft palm. 16Then
the priest will dip the finger of his right hand
into the oil that isin his left palm. He will use
his finger to sprinkle some of the oil seven
times before the Lord. 17Then the priest will

24cups Literaly, “3/10," probably meaning 3/10 of an ephah.

2/30of apint Literaly,“1log.”

Meeting Tent  The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.
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put some of the oil that is in his pam on the
person to be made clean. He will put that oil
on the same places he put, the blood of the
guilt offering. The priest will put some of the
oil on the tip of the person’sright ear. He will
put some of the ail on the thumb of the right
hand. And he will put some of the ail on the
hig toe of the person’s right foot. 18The priest
will put the oil that is left in his palm on the
head of the person to be made clean. In this
way, the priest will make that person pure*
before the Lord.

19*Then the priest must offer the sin
offering for the person to be made clean.* The
priest will offer the sin offering and make that
person pure.* After that, the priest will kill the
animal for the burnt offering. 20Then the priest
will offer up the burnt offering and the grain
offering on the atar.* In this way, the priest
will make that person pure. And the person
will be clean.

21“But if the person is poor, and he can't
afford those offerings;, then he must take one
male lamb for a guilt offering. That will be a
wave offering o that the priest can, make that
person pure.* He must take 8 cups* of fine
flour mixed with oil. Thisflour will be used for
agrain offering. The person must take 2/3 of a
pint* of olive oil 22and two doves or two
young pigeons. Even poor people can afford
those things. One hird will be a sin offering,
and the other will be aburnt offering.

23*On the eighth day, the person will bring
those things to the priest at the entrance of the
Meeting Tent. Those things will be offered
before the Lord so that person can become
clean.* 24The priest will take the lamb for the
guilt offering and the oil, and the priest will
offer them as awave offering before the Lord.
25Then the priest will kill the lamb of the guilt
offering. The priest will take some of the
blood of the guilt offering. The priest will put
some of this blood on the tip of the right ear of

make ... pure Literaly, “make atonement.” The Hebrew word
means “to cover,” “to hide” or “to erase Sins.”

clean Pure or acceptable to God for worship.

atar A tableor raised area used for offering sacrifices.

8cups Literaly, “1/10 of an ephah.”

213of apint Literaly, “1log.”

130

the person to be made clean. The priest will
put some of this blood on the thumb of the
right hand and on the big toe of the right foot
of this person. 26The priest will also pour
some of thisoil into hisleft palm. 27The priest
will use the finger of hisright hand to sprinkle
some of the oil that is in his left paim seven
times before the Lord. 28Then the priest will
put some of the ail that is in his palm on the
same places he put the blood from the guilt
offering. He will put some of the oil on thetip
of the right ear of the person to be made
clean. The priest will put some of the oil on
the thumb of the right hand. And he will put
some of the oil on the hig toe of the person’s
right foot. 29The priest will put the il that is
|eft in his palm on the head of the person to be
made clean. In this way, the priest will make
that person pure* before the Lord.

30“Then the priest must offer one of the
doves or young pigeons. (He must offer
whatever the person can afford.) 3IHe must
offer one of these hirds as a sin offering and
the other bird asaburnt offering. He must offer
the birds with the grain offering. In this way,
the priest will make that person pure* before
the Lord. And that person will become clean.*”

32Those are the rules for making a person
clean, after he becomes well from a skin
disease* Those are the rules for people who
cannot afford the regular sacrifices for
becoming clean;.

Rules for Mildew in a House

33The Lord also said to Moses and Aaron,
34| am giving the land of Canaan to your
people. Your people will enter that land. At
that time, | might cause mildew* to grow in
some person’s house. 35The person who owns
that house must come and tell the priest, ‘|1 see
something like mildew in my house.’

36“Then the priest must order the people to
take everything out of the house. The people
must do this before the priest goes in to look
a the mildew.* Then the priest will not have

skin disease Literaly, “leprosy.” The Hebrew word can mean
many different kinds of skin disease.

mildew A kind of fungus that often grows on cloth, leather, or
wood that isin awarm, damp place.
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to say everything in the house is unclean.*
After the people have taken everything out of
the house, the priest will go in to look at the
house. 37The priest will look at the mildew. If
the mildew on the walls of the house has
holes that are agreen color or red color, and if
the mildew goes into the wall’s surface,
3then the priest must go out of the house and
lock the house for seven days.

39“On the seventh day, the priest must
come back and check the house. If the
mildew* has spread on the walls of the house,
40then the priest must order the people to tear
out the stones with the mildew on them and
throw them away. They must put those stones
at a specia unclean* place outside the city.
41Then the priest must have all the house
scraped inside. The people must throw away
the plaster* that they scrape off. They must
put that plaster at a special unclean place
outside the city. 42Then that person must put
new stones in the walls. And he must cover
those walls with new plaster.

43“Maybe a person took away the old
stones and plaster* and put in new stones and
plaster. And maybe mildew* again appearsin
that house. 44Then the priest must come in
and check the house. If the infection has
spread in the house, then it is a disease that
spreads quickly to other places. So the house
IS unclean.* 45That person must tear down the
house. They must take all of the stones,
plaster, and pieces of wood to the special
unclean place outside the city. 46And any
person who goes into that house will be
unclean until evening. 47If any person eats in
that house or lies down in there, then that
person must wash his clothes.

48“ After new stones and plaster* are put in
ahouse, the priest must check the house. If the
mildew* has not spread through the house,
then the priest will announce that the house is
clean.* Why? Because the mildew is gone!

mildew A kind of fungus that often grows on cloth, leather, or
wood that isin awarm, damp place.

unclean Not pure or not acceptable to God for worship.

plaster A type of mud or cement that people used to cover a
wall and makeit smooth.

LEVITICUS 14:37-15:6

4%“Then, to make the house clean,* the
priest must take two birds, a piece of cedar
wood, a piece of red cloth, and a hyssop*
plant. S0The priest will kill one bird in a clay
bow! over running water. 51Then the priest
will take the cedar wood, the hyssop, the
piece of red cloth, and the living bird. The
priest will dip those things in the blood of the
bird that was killed over running water. Then
the priest will sprinkle that blood, on the
house seven times. 52The priest will use those
things in that way to make the house clean.*
53The priest will go to an open field outside
the city and let the living bird go free. In this
way, the priest will make the house pure.*
The house will be clean”

%4Those are the rules for any infection of
leprosy,* S5for mildew* on pieces of cloth or
in ahouse. 56Those are the rules for swellings,
rashes, or bright spots on the skin. 5/Those
rules teach when things are clean* and when
things are unclean.* Those are the rules about

those kinds of disease.
1 The Lord also said to Moses and Aaron,
2" Say to the people of Israel: When any
person has a discharge* from his body, then
that person is unclean.* 3|t does not matter if
the discharge flows freely from his body or if
his body stopsit from flowing.
4f the person who has a discharge* lies
on any bed, that bed becomes unclean.*
Everything that person sits on becomes
unclean. SIf any person touches that person’s
bed, then he must wash his clothes and bathe
in water. He will be unclean until evening. 6lf
any person sits on anything that the person
with the discharge sat on, then he must wash
his clothes and bathe in water. He will be

Rules for Discharges from the Body

clean Pure or acceptable to God for worship.

hyssop A plant with fine branches and leaves used for
sprinkling blood or water in cleansing ceremonies.

make ... pure Literaly, “make atonement.” The Hebrew word
means “to cover,” “to hide,” or “to erase Sins.”

leprosy The Hebrew word includes mildew, fungus, and bad
skin diseases, not just the disease we call leprosy.

discharge Fluid from a person’s body, including pus from
sores, aman's semen, or awoman's period flow.
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unclean until evening. 7Also, if any person
touches the person who has the discharge,
then he must wash his clothes and bathe in
water. He will be unclean until evening.

8| the person with a discharge* spitson a
clean person, then the clean person must wash
his clothes and bathe in water. This person
will be unclean* until evening. °Any saddle
the person with the discharge sits on will
become unclean. 10So any person who touches
any of the things that were under the person
with the discharge will be unclean until
evening. The person who carries these things
that were under the person with the discharge,
must wash his clothes and bathe in water. He
will be unclean until evening.

111t may happen that the person with a
discharge* has not washed his hands in water
and touches another person. Then that other
person must wash his clothes and bathe in
water. He will be unclean* until evening.

12*But if the person with a discharge*
touches a clay bowl, then that bowl must be
broken. If the person with the discharge
touches a wooden bowl, then that bowl must
be washed in water.

13*When the person with a discharge* is
ready to be made clean, he must wait seven
days before he will be made clean. Then he
must wash his clothes and bathe his body in
running water. Then he will become clean.*
140n the eighth day, that person must take for
himself two doves or two young pigeons. He
must come before the Lord at the entrance of
the Meeting Tent.* That person will give the
two hirds to the priest. 15The priest will offer
the birds, one for a sin offering, and the other
for aburnt offering. In thisway, the priest will
make that person pure* before the Lord.

discharge Fluid from a person’s body, including pus from sores,
aman’s semen, or awoman's period flow.

unclean Not pure or not acceptable to God for worship.

clean Pure or acceptable to God for worship.

Meeting Tent  The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.

make ... pure Literaly, “make atonement.” The Hebrew word
means “to cover,” “to hide,” or “to erase sins.”

132

Rules for Men

16*1f @ man has a flow of semen,* he must
bathe his whole body in water. He will be
unclean until evening. 17If the semen is on
any clothing or leather, then that clothing or
leather must be washed with water. It will be
unclean* until evening. 18|f aman deeps with
awoman and has a flow of semen, then both
the man and the woman must bathe in water.
They will be unclean until evening.

Rules for Women

19“If a woman has a discharge* from her
monthly time of bleeding, she will be
unclean* for seven days. If any person touches
her, that person will be unclean until evening.
20Als0, everything the woman lies on during
her monthly time of bleeding will be unclean.
And everything she sits on during that time
will be unclean. 21If any person touches the
woman's bed, that person must wash his
clothes and bathe in water. He will be unclean
until evening. 22If any person touches
anything the woman has sat on, that person
must wash his clothes and bathe in water. He
will be unclean until evening. 23|t does not
matter if the person touched the woman's bed
or if he touched something she sat on, that
person will be unclean until evening.

24 And if aman has sexual relations with a
woman during her monthly time of bleeding,
then the man will be unclean* seven days.
Every bed that man lies on will be unclean.

25*|f a woman has a discharge* of blood
many days, not during her time of her monthly
bleeding, or if she has a discharge after that
time, then she will be unclean* like the time
of monthly bleeding. She will be unclean for
as long as she has a discharge. 26Any bed the
woman lies on during all the time of her
discharge will be like her bed during her time
of monthly bleeding. Everything the woman
sits on will be unclean, like during the time
she is unclean from her monthly time of
bleeding. 27If any person touches those things,
that person will be unclean. That person must
wash his clothes and bathe in water. He will be

semen  Thefluid produced by aman’s sexua organs.
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unclean until evening. 28After the woman's
discharge stops, she must wait seven days.
After that, she will be clean. 29Then on the
eighth day, the woman must take two doves or
two young pigeons. She must bring them to
the priest at the entrance of the Meeting Tent.*
30Then the priest must offer one bird for asin
offering and the other bird for aburnt offering.
In this way, the priest will make her pure*
before the Lord.

31So you must warn the people of Israel
about being unclean.* |If you don’'t warn the
people, then, they might make my Holy Tent*
unclean. And then they would have to die!”

32Those are the rules for people with a
discharge.* Those rules are for men who
become unclean* from a flow of semen.*
33And those rules are for women who become
unclean from their monthly time of bleeding.
And those are the rules for any person that
becomes unclean by sleeping with another

person who is unclean.
1 Two of Aaron’s sons died while offering
incense* to the Lord.* After that time,
the Lord spoke to Moses. 2The Lord said,
“Tak to your brother Aaron. Tell him that he
cannot go behind the curtain into the Most
Holy Place* anytime he wants to. The Holy
Box* is in the room behind that curtain. The

The Day of Atonement

Meeting Tent  The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.

make ... pure Literaly, “make atonement.” The Hebrew word
means “to cover,” “to hide,” or “to erase sins.”

unclean  Not pure or not acceptable to God for worship.

Holy Tent  Or, “tabernacle.” The place God came to live among
his people.

discharge Fluid from a person’s body, including pus from
sores, aman's semen, or awoman's period flow.

semen  Thefluid produced by aman’s sexual organs.

incense Special dried tree sap. Burned to make a sweet-
smelling smoke, it was offered as a gift to God.

Twoof Aaron'ssons ... Lord Seelev. 10:1-2.

Most Holy Place The room in the Holy Tent where the Holy
Box was.

Holy Box The Box of the Agreement—the box containing the
flat stones with the Ten Commandments written on them and
other things that proved God was with the people of Israel
during their timein the Sinai desert.

LEVITICUS 15:28-16:12

specia cover* ison top of that Holy Box. And
| appear in a cloud over that specia cover. If
Aaron goesinto that room, he might die!

3“Before Aaron enters the Most; Holy
Place jon the Day of Atonement;, he must
offer a bull for a sin offering and a ram for a
burnt offering. 4Aaron must wash his \whole,
body with water. Then he must put these
clothes on: Aaron must put on the holy* linen
shirt. The linen underclothes will be next to
his body. He must tie the linen sash (belt)
around him. And he must put on the linen
turban.* These are holy clothes.

5" Aaron must take from the people of Israel
two male goats for asin offering, and one ram
for a burnt offering. 6Then Aaron must offer
the bull for the sin offering. This sin offering
is for himself. Aaron must do this to make
him and his family pure.*

Then Aaron must take the two goats and
bring them before the Lord at the doorway of
the Meeting Tent. 8Aaron will throw lots* for
the two goats. One lot will be for the Lord.
The other lot will be for Azazel *

9“Then Aaron will offer the goat chosen by
the lot* for the Lord. Aaron must make this
goat a sin offering. 10But the goat chosen by
the lot for Azazel* must be brought alive
before the Lord. And then this goat will be
sent out to Azazel in the desert. Thisis to
make the people pure.*

11*Then Aaron will offer the bull asa sin
offering for himself. Aaron will make himself
and his family pure.* Aaron will kill the bull
for the sin offering for himself. 12Then he
must take a firepan* full of coals of fire from
the altar* before the Lord. Aaron will take
two handfuls of sweet incense* that has been

cover  Also caled “mercy seat.” The Hebrew word can mean
“lid,” “cover," or “the place where sins are forgiven.”

holy  Set aside or chosen for a special purpose.

turban Head covering made by wrapping a piece of cloth
around the head or around a cap worn on the head.

lot(s) Sticks, stones, or pieces of bone used like dice for making
decisions. See Proverhs 16:33.

Azazel  Or, “scapegoat.” The meaning of this word or name is
not known. The main idea seems to be that the goat “carried
away” thesins of the people.

firepan A small shovel for taking the ashes from the dltar.

atar A tableor raised area used for offering sacrifices.



LEVITICUS 16:13-29

ground into powder. Aaron must bring that
incense into the room behind the curtain.
13Aaron must put the incense on the fire
before the Lord. Then the cloud of incense
will cover the special cover* that is over the
Agreement.* This way Aaron will not die.
14AIso, Aaron must take some of the blood
from the bull and sprinkle it with his finger
toward the east, onto the special cover. He
will sprinkle the blood seven times with his
finger in front of the special cover.

15*Then Aaron must kill the goat of the sin
offering for the people. Aaron must bring this
goat’s blood into the room behind the curtain.
Aaron must do with the goat’s blood as he did
with the bull’s blood. Aaron must sprinkle the
goat’s blood on the specia cover* and in front
of the cover. 16In this way, Aaron will do the
things to make the Most Holy Place* pure*
Aaron must do these things because the
people of Israel are unclean.* They do wrong
and have many sins. Aaron must also do these
things for the Meeting Tent* because it stays
in the middle of unclean people! 17At the time
that Aaron goes into the Most Holy Place to
make it and the people; pure,* no person must
be in the Meeting Tent. No person must go in
there until Aaron comes out. So, Aaron will
make himself and his family pure. And he will
make all the people of Israel pure. 18Then
Aaron will go out to the atar* that is before
the Lord. Aaron will make the altar pure.
Aaron will take some of the bull’s blood and
some of the goat’s blood and put it on the
corners of the atar on all sides. 19Then Aaron
will sprinkle some of the blood with his finger
on the altar seven times. In this way, Aaron

cover Also called “mercy seat.” The Hebrew word can mean
“lid,” “cover,” or “the place where sins are forgiven.”

Agreement Literally, “Proof.” The flat stones with the Ten
Commandments written on them. These were proof of the
Agreement between God and the people of Isragl.

Most Holy Place The room in the Holy Tent where the Holy
Box was.

make ... pure Literaly, “make atonement.” The Hebrew word
means “to cover,” “to hide” or “to erase Sins.”

unclean Not pure or not acceptable to God for worship.

Meeting Tent  The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.

atar A tableor raised area used for offering sacrifices.
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will make the altar holy* and clean* from
the sins of the people of Isral.

20So Aaron will make the Most Holy
Place* the Meeting Tent,* and the altar*
pure.* After that, Aaron will bring the live
goat ;to the Lord,. 2tAaron will put both his
hands on the head of the living goat. Then
Aaron will confess (admit) the sins and
crimes of the people of Israel over the goat. In
this way, Aaron will lay the people’s sins on
the goat’s head. Then he will send the goat
away to the desert. A man will be standing by,
ready to lead this goat away. 22So the goat
will carry al the people's sins on itself to the
empty desert. The man who leads the goat
will let it loose in the desert.

23*Then Aaron will enter the Meeting
Tent.* He will take off the linen clothes that
he put on when he went into the Holy Place.
He must |eave these clothes there. 24He will
wash his \whole, body with water in a holy
place. Then he will put on his ,other special,
clothes. He will come out and offer his burnt
offering and the people’s burnt offering. He
will make himself and the people pure.*
25Then he will burn the fat of the sin offering
onthealtar.*

26“The person that led the goat to Azazel*
must wash his clothes and his whole body with
water. After that, he can comeinto the camp.

27“The bull and the goat for the sin offerings
must be taken outside the camp. (The blood
from those animals was brought into the Holy
Place to make ;the holy things, pure.) The
priests; must burn the skins, bodies, and body
waste of those animals in the fire. 28Then the
person who burns them must wash his clothes
and wash his whole, body with water. After
that, he can come into the camp.

29“This law will always continue for you:
On the tenth day, of the seventh month, you
must not eat food.* You must not do any
work. None of the travelers or foreigners

holy St aside or chosen for a special purpose.

clean Pure or acceptable to God for worship.

to Azazel Or, “as a scapegoat.” The meaning of this word or
name is not known. The main idea is that the goat “carried
away” the sins of the people.

not eat food  Literaly, “humble yourselves.”
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living in your land can do any work either.
30Why? Because on this day, the priest will
make you pure* and wash away your sins.
Then you will be clean* to the Lord. 3LThis
day is a very important day of rest for you.
You must not eat food.* This law will
continue forever.

32“Sp the man chosen to be the high priest
will do the ceremony to make things pure.*
This is the man appointed to serve as high
priest after his father. That priest must put on
the holy linen clothes. 33He must make the
Most Holy Place* the Meeting Tent,* and the
dtar* pure. And he must make the priests and
al the people of Isragl, pure. 34That law for
making the people of Israel pure will continue
forever. You will do those things one time
every year. Why? Because of the sins of the
people of Israel.”

So they did the things that the Lord had
commanded Moses.

Rules about Killing and Eating Animals

17The Lord said to Moses, 2“Speak to
Aaron and to his sons, and to all the
people of Israel. Tell them, this is what the
Lord has commanded: 3An Israelite person
might kill a bull, or a lamb, or a goat in the
camp or outside the camp. 4That person must
bring that animal to the entrance of the
Meeting Tent.* He must give ;a part of, that
animd as a gift to the Lord. That person has
spilled blood (killed), so he must take his gift
to the Lord's Holy Tent.* If he does not take
Jpart of the animal as a gift to the Lord,, then
that person must be separated from his people!
SThis rule is so people will bring their
fellowship offering to the Lord. The people of
Israel must bring the animals they kill in the

make ... pure Literaly, “make atonement.” The Hebrew word
means "“to cover,” “to hide,” or “to erase sins.”

clean Pure or acceptable to God for worship.

not eat food Literaly, “humble yourselves.”

Most Holy Place  The room in the Holy Tent that had the Holy
Boxinit.

Meeting Tent  The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.

atar A tableor raised area used for offering sacrifices.

Holy Tent  Or, “tabernacle.” The place God came to live among
his people.

LEVITICUS16:30-17:15

fields. They must bring those animals to the
Lord at the entrance of the Meeting Tent. They
must bring those animals to the priest. 6Then
the priest will throw the blood from those
animals onto the Lord’s altar* near the
entrance of the Meeting Tent. And the priest
will burn the fat from those animals ;on the
atar,. Its smell will please the Lord. 7They
must not offer any more sacrifices to their
‘goat idols’! They have chased after those
other gods. In that way, they have acted like
progtitutes.* These ruleswill continue forever!
8“Tell the people: Some citizen of Israel or
some traveler or foreigner living among you
might offer a burnt offering or a sacrifice.
9That person must take his sacrifice to the
entrance of the Meeting Tent and offer it to the
Lord. If that person does not do this, then that
person must be separated from his people.

10°1 (God) will be against any person who
eats blood. It does not matter if that person is
a citizen of Israel or if that personis a
foreigner living among you! | will separate
that person from his people. 1!\Why? Because
the life of the body is in the blood. | have
given you rules for pouring that blood on the
dtar.* You must do this to make yourselves
pure* You must give that blood jto me, as
payment for the life  that you took. 12So | tell
the people of Israel: None of you people may
eat blood. And no foreigner living among you
may eat blood.

13*]f any person catches awild animal or a
bird that can be eaten, then that person must
pour the blood on the ground and cover it
with dirt. It does not matter if that personisa
citizen of Israel or a foreigner living among
you! 14Why must you do this? Because, if
blood is gtill in the meat, that animal’s life is
gtill in the meat. So | give this command to
the people of Israel: Don't eat meat that il
has blood in it! Any person who eats blood
must be separated from his people,.

15*Also, if any person eats an animal that
died by itself, or if any person eats an animal
that was killed by some other animal, then

progtitute(s) A woman who sells her body for sex. Sometimes
this also means a person who is not faithful to God and starts
worshiping other gods.
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that person will be unclean* until evening.
That person must wash his clothes and wash
his whole, body with water. It does not matter
if that person isacitizen of Isragl or if heisa
foreigner living among you! 16If that person
does not wash |his clothes; or bathe his body,

then he will be guilty of sin,.”
l The Lord said to Moses, 2“Tell the
people of Israel: | am the Lord your

God. 3In the past, you lived in Egypt. You
must not do the things that were done in that
country! | am leading you to Canaan. You
must not do the things that are done in that
country! Don’t follow their customs. 4You
must obey my rules and follow my laws! Be
sure to follow those rules! Why? Because |
am the Lord your God. 5So you must obey my
laws and rules. If a person obeys my laws and
rules, he will live! | am the Lord!

6“You must never have sexual relations
with* your close relatives! | amthe Lord.

7Y ou must never have sexual relations
with* your father or mother. This woman is
your mother. So you must not have sexual
relations with her. 8Y ou must not have sexua
relations with your father'swife even if sheis
not your mother,. Why? Because that is like
having sexual relations with your father.*

9*Y ou must not have sexual relations with*
your sister. It doesn’t matter if she is the
daughter of your father or your mother. And it
does not matter if your sister was born in
Lyour, house* or at another place.

10*Y ou must not have sexual relations with*
your granddaughter. They are a part of you!

Rules about Sexual Relations

unclean Not pure or not acceptable to God for worship.

have sexual relationswith  Literally, “uncover the nakedness of "

sexual relations ... father Literaly, “She is the nakedness of
your father.” Husband and wife are like one person. See
Gen2:24.

sister was born in your;house  Or, “household.” If aman had
many wives, each wife and her children had their own tent or
part of the house. They were like a small family group within
the family. So this probably means a person was not supposed
to have sexual relations with any of his father's daughters,
whether sister or half-sister.
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11*If your father and his wife* have a
daughter, then she is your sister. You must
not have sexual relations with* her.

12Y ou must not have sexual relations
with* your father's sister. She is your father’s
close relative. 13You must not have sexual
relations with your mother’s Sister. She is your
mother’s close relative. 14Y ou must not have
sexua relations with the wife of your father's
brother. You must not go near your uncle's
wife for sexual relations;. Sheisyour aunt.

15*Y ou must not have sexua relations with*
your daughter-in-law. She is your son's wife.
Y ou must not have sexua relationswith her.

16“Y ou must not have sexual relations
with* your brother's wife. That would be like
having sexual relations with your brother.*

17Y ou must not have sexual relations
with* a mother and her daughter. And you
must not have sexual relations with this
woman'’s granddaughter. It does not matter if
this granddaughter is the daughter of this
woman’s son or daughter. Her granddaughters
are her close relatives. It is wrong ;to have
sexua relations with them,.

18*While your wife is il living, you must
not take her sister as ;another; wife. This will
make the Sisters become enemies. Y ou must not
have sexud relaionswith* your wife'ssister.

19*Also you must not go near a woman to
have sexual relations with* her during her
monthly time of bleeding. She is unclean*
during thistime.

20 And you must not have sexual relations
with your neighbor’s wife. This will only
make you filthy*!

21*Y ou must not give any of your children
through |the fire; to Molech.* If you do this,
you will show that you don't respect the name
of your God! | am the Lord.

22*Y ou must not have sexual relations with
aman aswith awoman. That isaterrible sin!

hiswife This probably means “your stepmother.”

sexual relations ... brother Literally, “Sheis the nakedness of
your brother.”

filthy Or, “polluted” or “unclean.”

Molech A false God. People often killed their children as part
of their worship to Molech.



137

23Y ou must not have sexua relations with
any animal. This will only make you filthy*!
Also, awoman must not have sexua relations
with an animal. It isagainst nature!

24*Don’'t make yourself unclean* with any of
those wrong things! | am throwing nations out
of thelr countries and giving their land to you!
Why? Because those people did those terrible
singl 25They made the land filthy*! Now the
land ;is sick of those things;! And the land is
vomiting out the people who lived there!

26So you must obey my laws and rules.
You must not do any of those terrible sins.
Those rules are for the citizens of Isragl, and
they are for the people living among you!
27The people who lived in the land before you
did all those terrible things. So the land
became filthy*! 28If you do these things,)
then you will make the land filthy. And it will
vomit you out like it vomited out the nations
that were there, before you. 29If any person
does any of those terrible sins, then that
person must be separated from his people!
300ther people have done those terrible sins,
But you must obey my laws! Y ou must not do
any of those terrible sins! Don’'t make
yourself filthy with those terrible sins! | am

the Lord your God.”
1 The Lord said to Moses, 2Tell all the
people of Israel: | am the Lord your

God! | am holy, so you must be holy!

3“Each person among you must honor his
mother and father and keep my specia days
of rest.* | am the Lord your God!

4Don’t worship idols.* Don't make melted
statues of gods for yourselves. | am the Lord
your God!

Israel Belongs to God

filthy ~ Or, “polluted” or “unclean.”

unclean Or, “unacceptable.” Not pure or not able to be used in
worshiping God. See Lev. 11-15 for the rules about clean and
unclean things.

special daysof rest  Or, “Sabbaths.” This might mean Saturday,
or it might mean all of the specia days when the people were
not supposed to work.

idols  Statues of false gods that peaple worshiped.

LEVITICUS 18:23-19:16

5*When you offer a sacrifice* of fellowship
offerings to the Lord, you must offer it in the
right way so you will be accepted. 6Y ou may
edt it the same day you offer it, and also on the
next day. But if any of that sacrifice is left on
the third day, then you must burn it in the fire,
7You must not eat any of that sacrifice on the
third day. It will be unclean.* It will not be
accepted. 8A person will be guilty of sinif he
does that! Why? Because he did not respect
the holy things that belong to the Lord. That
person must be separated from his people.

9“When you cut your crops a harvest time,
don't cut al the way to the corners of your
fields. And if grain fals on the ground, you
must not gather up that grain. 10Don’t pick al
the grapes in your vineyards and don't pick
up the grapes that fall to the ground. Why?
Because you must |eave those things for poor
people and for people traveling through your
country. | am the Lord your God!

11*You must not steal. You must not cheat
people. You must not lie to each other. 12You
must not use my name to make false
promises. If you do that, then you will show
that you don't respect the name of your God. |
am the Lord!

13*Y ou must not do bad things to your
neighbor. You must not rob him,. You must
not hold a hired worker's sdlary al night until
morning.*

14°Y ou must not curse a deaf man. You
must not put something in front of a blind
person to make him fall. But you must respect
your God. | am the Lord!

15°Y ou must be fair in judgment. Y ou must
not show specia favor to poor people. And
you must not show special favor to important
people. You must be fair when you judge
your neighbor. 16Y ou must not go around
spreading false stories against other people.

sacrifice(s) A gift to God. Usually, it was a special animal that
was killed and burned on an dtar.

sacrifice ... unclean Or “offensive, bad, rotten.” This means
the meat isnot good to eat as part of a sacrifice.

You must not hold ... until morning Workers were paid at
the end of each day for the work they did that day. See
Mt. 20:1-16.
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Don’t do anything that would put your
neighbor’slifein danger. | an the Lord!

17You must not hate your brother in your
heart. If your neighbor does something wrong,
then talk to him about it. But forgive him!
18Forget about the wrong things people do jto
you,. Don't try to get even. Love your
neighbor as yoursdlf. | am the Lord!

19You must obey my laws. You must not
breed together two kinds of animals. You
must not sow your field with two kinds of
seed. You must not wear clothing made from
two kinds of material mixed together.

201t may happen that a man has sexual
relations with a woman who is the slave of
.another; man. But this slave woman has not
been bought or given her freedom. If this
happens, then there must be punishment. But
they will not be put to death. Why? Because
the woman was not free. 21The man must
bring his guilt offering to the Lord at the
entrance of the Meeting Tent.* The man must
bring a ram for a guilt offering. 22The priest
will do the things that will make the man
pure* The priest will offer the ram as a guilt
offering before the Lord. It will be for the sins
the man did. Then the man will be forgiven
for the sinshe did.

23“|n the future, you will enter your
country. At that time, you will plant many
kinds of trees for food. After planting a tree,
you must wait three years before you can use
any of the fruit from that tree. You must not
use that fruit. 24In the fourth year, the fruit
from that tree will be the Lord's. It will be a
holy offering of praise to the Lord. 25Then, in
the fifth year, you can eat the fruit from that
tree. And the tree will produce more and more
fruit for you. | amthe Lord your God!

26“Y ou must not eat any meat with blood
gl init.

“You must not try to use magic and other
things to predict the future.

27*Y ou must not round off the hair that
grows on the side of your face. You must not

Meeting Tent  The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.

make ... pure Literaly, “make atonement.” The Hebrew word
means “to cover,” “to hide,” or “to erase sins.”
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cut your beard that grows on the side of your
face. 28Y ou must not cut your body as a way
to remember dead people. You must not make
any tattoo marks on yourselves. | anthe Lord!

29“Don’t make your daughter become a
progtitute.* That only shows you don't respect
her! Don't let people be prostitutes in your
country. Don't let your country be filled with
that kind of sin.

30“You must not work on my specia days
of rest.* You must honor my holy place. | an
the Lord!

3“Don’t go to mediums* or wizards* for
advice. Don't go to them; they will only make
you unclean.* | am the Lord your God!

32“ Show honor to old people. Stand up
when they come into the room. Show respect
to your God. | am the Lord!

33‘Don't do bad things to foreigners living
in your country! 34You must treat foreigners
the same as you treat your own citizens. Love
foreigners like you love yourselves. Why?
Because you were foreigners one time—in
Egypt. | am the Lord your God!

35*You must be fair when you judge
people. And you must be fair when you
measure and weigh things. 36Y our baskets
should be the right size. Your jars should hold
the right amount of liquids. Your weights and
balances should weigh things correctly. | am
the Lord your God! | brought you out from
the land of Egypt!

37*Y ou must remember al my laws and
rules. And you must obey them. | anthe Lord!”
2 The Lord said to Moses, 2You must

also tell the people of Israel these
things: A person in your country might give
one of his children to the false god Molech.*

Warning Against Worshiping Idols

prostitute(s) A woman who sells her body for sex.

special daysof rest  Or, “Sabbaths.” This might mean Saturday,
or it might mean al of the special days when the people were
not supposed to work.

medium(s) A person who tries to communicate with the spirits
of dead people.

wizard(s) A personwho triesto use evil spiritsto do magic.

unclean Not pure or not acceptable to God for worship.

Molech A false god. People often killed their children as part of
their worship to Molech.
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That person must be killed! It does not matter
if that person is a citizen of Israel or a
foreigner living in Israel, you must throw
stones at that person and kill him. 31 will be
againgt that person! | will separate him from
his people. Why? Because he gave his
children to Molech. He showed that he did not
respect my holy name. And he made my holy
place unclean.* 4Maybe the common people
will ignore that person. Maybe they will not
kill that person who gave his children to
Molech. SBut | will be against that person and
his family! | will separate him from his
people. | will separate any person who is
unfaithful to me and chases after Molech.

6] will be against any person who goes to
mediums* and wizards* for advice. That
person is being unfaithful to me. So I will
separate that person from his people.

“Be special. Make yoursalves holy*. Why?
Because | am holy,! | am the Lord your God.
8Remember and obey my laws. | am the Lord.
And I have made you ,my, special ;people,.

9“If any person curses* his father or
mother, that person must be put to death. He
cursed his father or mother, so he is
responsible for his own death!*

Punishments for Sexual Sins

10If a man has sexua relations with his
neighbor’s wife, then both the man and the
woman are guilty of adultery. So both the
man and the woman must be put to death! 11/f
a man has sexua relations with his father's
wife, then both the man and the woman must
be put to death. They are responsible for their
own death.* It isasif that man had had sexua
relations with his father!*

12*|f a man has sexua relations with his
daughter-in-law, both of them must be put to

unclean Not pure or not acceptable to God for worship.

medium(s) A person who tries to communicate with the spirits
of dead people.

wizard(s) A personwho triesto use evil spiritsto do magic.

holy  Set aside or chosen for a special purpose.

curse Toask for bad things to happen to someone.

he... death Literaly, “hisbloodison him.”

They ... death Literaly, “Their blood is on them.”

man ... father Literally, “He uncovered his father's
nakedness.”

LEVITICUS 20:3-20

death. They have done a very bad sexua sin!
They are responsible for their own death.*

13*1f a man has sexual relations with
another man as with a woman, then these two
men have done a terrible sin. They must be
put to death. They are responsible for their
own death.*

141t is a sexua sin if a man has sexual
relations with a woman and her mother. The
people must burn that man and the two
women in fire! Don't let this sexual sin
happen among your people!

15°1f @ man has sexual relations with an
animal, that man must be put to death. And
you must also kill the animal. 6If a woman
has sexual relations with an animal, then you
must kill the woman and the animal. They
must be put to death. They are responsible for
their own death.*

17If a brother and his sister or half sister
marry each other and have sexua relations
with each other,* it is a shameful thing! They
must be punished in public! They must be
separated from their people! The man who
has sexual relations with his sister must be
punished for hissin!*

18*1f a man has sexual relations with a
woman during her monthly time of bleeding,
then both the woman and the man must be
separated from their people. They sinned
because they exposed her source of blood.

19°Y ou must not have sexual relations
with* your mother’s sister or your father's
sister. That is a sin of incest.* You must be
punished for your sins.*

20°A man must not have sexua relations
with his uncle's wife. It would be like having
sexua relations with his uncle. That man and
his uncle’s wife will be punished for their
sins. They will die without children.*

sexual relations with each other Literally, “he sees her
nakedness, and she sees his nakedness.”

Theman ... sin Literaly, “hewill carry hisguilt.”

have sexual relations with Literally, “uncover the
nakedness of "

incest Having sexual relationswith aclose relaive.

you ... sins Literally, “You will carry your guilt.”

That man ... children Literally, “They must bear their
childlessness. They will die.”
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21|t iswrong for a man to take his brother’s
wife. It would be like having sexual relations
with* his brother! They will have no children.

22°Y ou must remember all my laws and
rules. And you must obey them. | am leading
you to your land. Y ou will livein that country.
If you obey my laws and rules, then that land
will not vomit you out. 23l am forcing other
people to |eave that country. Why? Because
those people did all of those sing! | hate those
sing! So don't live the way those people
lived!

24| have told you that you will get their
land. | will give their land to you. It will be
your land! It is a land filled with many good
things.* 1 am the Lord your God!

“I'have made you my special people, |
have treated you differently from other
people. 25S0 you must treat clean* animals
differently from unclean* animals. You must
treat clean birds differently from unclean
birds. Don't eat any of those unclean hirds,
and animals, and things that crawl on the
ground. | have made those things unclean. 26|
have made you my special people. So you
must be holy for me! Why? Because | am the
Lord, and | am holy!

27* A man or awoman who isamedium* or
awizard,* must be put to death. The people
must Kill them with stones. They must be

killed.*”
2 The Lord said to Moses, “Tell these
things to Aaron’s sons, the priests: A
priest must not make himself unclean* by
touching a dead person. 2But if the dead
person was one of his close relatives, ;then he
can touch the dead body,. The priest can make
himself unclean if the dead person is his
mother or father, his son or daughter, his

Rules for Priests

have sexual relationswith  Literally, “uncover the nakedness of "

filled ... things Literaly, “flowing with milk and honey.”

clean Pure or acceptable to God for worship.

unclean Not pure or not acceptable to God for worship.

medium(s) A person who tries to communicate with the spirits
of dead people.

wizard(s) A person who tries to use evil spiritsto do magic.

They must bekilled  Literaly, “Their blood is on them.”
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brother or 3his unmarried* sister. (This sister
is close to him because she has no husband.
So the priest may make himself unclean for
her |if she dies;.) 4But a priest must not make
himself unclean if the dead person was only
oneof hisdaves*

5*Priests must not shave their heads bald.
Priests must not shave off the edges of their
beards. Priests must not make any cuts in their
bodies. 6Priests must be holy for their God.
They must show respect for God's name. Why?
Because they carry the bread and the offerings
by fireto the Lord. So they must be holy.*

™A priest serves God in a specia way. So
a priest must not marry a woman who had
sexual relations with some other man. A
priest must not marry a prostitute* or a
divorced woman. 8A priest serves God in a
special way. So you must treat him in a
special way. Why? Because he carries holy
things! He brings the holy bread to God, and |
am holy! | amthe Lord, and | make you holy!

9I1f a priest’s daughter becomes a
progtitute* then she ruins her reputation, and
she brings shame to her father! So she must
be burned.

10*The high priest was chosen from among
his brothers. The anointing oil* was poured
on his head. In this way, he was chosen for
the specia job of being high priest. He was
chosen to wear the special clothes. | So he
must not do things to show his sadness in
public., He must not let his hair grow wild.
He must not tear his clothes. 11He must not
make himself unclean* by touching a dead
body,. He must not go near a dead body, even
if it 1s his own father or mother. 12The high
priest must not go out of God's holy place.
.Then he might become unclean,; and ;then he
might, make God's holy place unclean. The
anointing oil was poured on the high priest’'s

unmarried Literally, “virgin," agirl that was never married and
never had sexua relations with anyone.

But a priest ... slaves Or, “A master must not become
unclean for his people.”

holy  Chosen or set aside for a specia purpose.

progtitute A woman who sells her body for sex.

anainting oil - Olive oil that was poured on people or things to
show they were chosen for a special work or purpose.
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head. This separated him from the rest of the
people,. | am the Lord!

13*The high priest must marry a woman
who is a virgin.* 14The high priest must not
marry a woman who has had sexua relations
with another man. The high priest must not
marry a prostitute,* a divorced woman, or a
widow. The high priest must marry a virgin
from his own people. 15In this way, people
will show respect for his children.* 1, the
Lord, have separated the high priest for his
special work.”

16The Lord said to Moses, 17“Tell Aaron: If
any of your descendants have anything wrong
with them, then they must not carry the
special bread to God. 18Any man who has
something wrong with him must not serve as
priest and, bring sacrifices to me. These men
cannot serve as priests.

blind men,

crippled men,

men with bad scars on their faces,

men with arms or legs that are too long,
19 men with broken feet or hands,
20 men with bent backs,

men who are dwarfs,*

men who are cross-eyed,

men with rashes or a bad skin diseases,

men with crushed testicles.

211f one of Aaron’s descendants has
something wrong with him, then he cannot
offer sacrifices by fire to the Lord. And that
person cannot carry the specia bread to God.
22 That person is from the family of priests;,
S0 he can eat the holy bread. He can aso eat
the very holy bread. 23But he cannot go
through the curtain into the Most Holy Place,
and he cannot go near the altar.* Why?
Because he has something wrong with him.
He must not make my holy places not holy. I,
the Lord, make those places holy!”

virgin A pure woman who has never been married.

progtitute A woman who sells her body for sex.

people ... children Or, “his children will not become unclean
from the people”

dwarf(s) A small person whose body stopped growing properly.

altar A table or raised area used for offering sacrifices.

LEVITICUS 21:13-22:9

2450 Moses told these things to Aaron,
Aaron’s sons, and all the people of Isragl.
2 The Lord God said to Moses, 2“Tell

Aaron and his sons: The people of

Israel will give things to me. Those things
will become holy. They are mine. So you
priests must not take those things. If you use
those holy things for yourselves;, then you
will show that you don’t respect my holy
name. | am the Lord! 3If any person from
among all your descendants* touches those
things, then that person will become
unclean.* That person must be separated from
me! The people of Israel gave those things to
me. | am the Lord!

41f any of Aaron’s descendants* has one
of the bad skin diseases* or a discharge* he
can't eat the holy food until he becomes
clean.* That rule is for any priest that
becomes unclean.* That priest can become
unclean from a dead body or from his own
semen.* SHe can become unclean if he
touches any unclean crawling animals. And
he can become unclean if he touches an
unclean person. It does not matter what made
that person unclean. 6If a person touches any
of those things, he will become unclean until
evening. That person must not eat any of the
holy food. Even if he washes with water, he
can't eat the holy food. "He will be clean only
after the sun goes down. Then he can eat the
holy food. Why? Because after sunset he is
clean and, that food belongs to him.

8If a priest finds an animal that died by
itself or that was killed by wild animals, he
must not eat that dead animal. If that person
eats that animal, he will become unclean.* |
am the Lord!

9The priests will have special times to
serve me. They must be careful at those times.
They must be careful not to make the holy

descendants A person’s children and their future families.

unclean  Not pure or not acceptable to God for worship.

bad skin diseases This could be leprosy, or it could be some
other serious skin disease.

discharge Fluid from a person’s body, including pus from
sores, aman’s semen, or awoman's period flow.

clean Pure or acceptable to God for worship.

semen  Thefluid produced by aman’s sexual organs.
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things not holy. If they are careful, then they
will not die. I, the Lord, have separated them
for this special job. 100nly people from a
priest’s family can eat the holy food. A visitor
staying with the priest or a hired worker must
not eat any of the holy food. 11But if the priest
buys a person as a slave with his own money,
then that person may eat some of the holy
things. ;Slaves; that were born in the priest's
house may also eat some of the priest’s food.
12A priest’s daughter might marry a man who
isnot a priest. If she does that, then she can’t
eat any of the holy offerings. 13A priest’s
daughter might become a widow,* or she
might become divorced. If she does not have
any children to support her, and she goes
back to her father's house where she lived, as
a child, then she can eat some of her father's
food. But only people from a priest’s family
can eat thisfood.

14“A person might eat some of the holy
food by mistake. That person must give the
same amount to the priest, and he must give
another fifth of the price of that food.

15The people of Israel will give giftsto the
Lord. Those gifts become holy. So the priest
must not make those holy things not holy. 161f
the priests treat those things as not holy, then
they will add to their sin when they eat the
holy food. I, the Lord, make them holy!”

17The Lord God said to Moses, 18Tell
Aaron and his sons and all the people of Isragl:
Maybe a citizen of Israel or a foreigner will
want to bring an offering. Maybe it is for some
specia promise that person made. Or maybe it
is some special sacrifice that person wanted to
bring. 19-20Those are gifts that the people bring
because they really want to give a gift to God.
You must not accept any offering that has
anything wrong with it. | will not be happy
with that gift! If the giftisabull, or asheep, or
agoat, then that anima must be amale. And it
must not have anything wrong with it!

21*A person might bring a fellowship
offering to the Lord. That fellowship offering

widow(s) Women whose husbands have died. Often these
women had no one to care for them.
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might be payment for a special promise that
person made. Or maybe it isa specia gift that
person wanted to give to the Lord. It might be
a bull or a sheep. But it must be healthy.
There must be nothing wrong with that
animal! 22Y ou must not offer to the Lord any
animal that is blind, or has broken bones, or is
crippled, or has a discharge,* or a bad skin
disease. You must not offer sick animals on
thefire of the Lord' s altar.*

23* Sometimes a bull or lamb will have a leg
that is too long, or a foot that did not grow
right. If a person wants to give that animal asa
specia gift tothe Lord, then it will be accepted.
But it will not be accepted as payment for a
specia promise that person made.

24“|f an animal has bruised, crushed, or
torn testicles, then you must not offer that
animal to the Lord.

25*You must not take animals from
foreigners as sacrifices to the Lord. Why?
Because the animals might have been hurt in
some way. They might have something wrong
with them. They will not be accepted!”

26The Lord said to Moses, 27“When a cdlf,
or a sheep, or a goat is born, it must stay
seven days with its mother. Then on the
eighth day and after, this animal will be
accepted as a sacrifice offered by fire to the
Lord. 28But you must not kill the animal and
its mother on the same day! This rule is the
same for cows and sheep.

29“1f you want to offer some special
offering of thanks to the Lord, then you are
free to offer that gift. But you must doitina
way that pleases God., 30You must eat the
whole animal that day. You must not leave
any of the meat for the next morning. | am
the Lord!

31*Remember my commands, and obey
them. | am the Lord! 32Show respect for my
holy name! | must be very special to the
people of Isragl. 1, the Lord, have made you
my special people. 33| brought you from
Egypt. | became your God. | am the Lord!”

discharge Fluid from a person’s body, including pus from
sores, aman's semen, or awoman’s period flow.
altar A table or raised area used for offering sacrifices.
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Special Holidays
2 The Lord said to Moses, 2“Tell the
people of Isragl: You will announce the
Lord's chosen festivals as holy meetings.
These are my specia holidays:

Sabbath

3*Work for six days. But the seventh day,
the Sabbath, will be a specia day of rest, a
holy meeting. Y ou must not do any work. It is
a Sabbath to the Lord in all your homes.

Passover

4These arethe Lord's chosen holidays. You
will announce the holy meetings at the times
chosen for them. 5The Lord's Passover is on
the 14th day of the first month* at twilight.*

Festival of Unleavened Bread

6“The Festival of Unleavened Bread* ison
the 15th day of the same month (Nisan). You
will eat unleavened bread for seven days. 7On
the first day of this holiday you will have a
special meeting. You must not do any work
.on that day,. 8For seven days, you will bring
sacrifices offered by fire to the Lord. Then
there will be another special meeting on the
seventh day. You must not do any work ,on
that day,.”

Festival of the First Harvests

9The Lord said to Moses, 10“Tell the people
of Israel: You will enter the land that | will
give you. You will reap its harvest. At that
time, you must bring in the first sheaf* of
your harvest to the priest. 11The priest will
wave the sheaf before the Lord. Then you will
be accepted. The priest will wave the sheaf on
Sunday morning.*

12*On the day when you wave the shedf,*
you will offer a one-year-old male lamb.
There must be nothing wrong with that lamb.
That lamb will be a burnt offering to the Lord.

first month  Nisan, the first month of the Jewish calendar. It was
during March-April.

twilight  The time after the sun goes down, but before dark.

Unleavened Bread Bread made without yeast.

sheaf A stack of grain.

Sunday morning  Literaly, “the morning after the Sabbath.”

LEVITICUS 23:1-22

13Y ou must also offer a grain offering of
16 cups* of fine flour mixed with olive oil.
You must also offer 1 quart* of wine. The
smell of that offering will please the Lord.
14Y ou must not eat any of the new grain, or
fruit, or bread made from the new grain, until
you bring that offering to your God. This law
will always continue through your generations
wherever you live.

Festival of Pentecost

15*From that Sunday morning,* (the day
you bring the sheaf* for the wave offering)
count seven weeks. 160n the Sunday
following the seventh week, (that is 50 days
|later) you will bring a new grain offering to
the Lord. 17On that day, bring two loaves of
bread from your homes. That bread will be for
a wave offering. Use yeast and 16 cups® of
flour to make those loaves of bread. That will
be your gift to the Lord from your first
harvest.

18“One bull, one ram, and seven one-year-
old male lambs will be offered with the grain
offerings from the people. There must be
nothing wrong with those animals. They will
be a burnt offering to the Lord. They will be
an offering by fire. Its smell will please the
Lord. 19Y ou will also offer one male goat for
a sin offering and two one-year-old male
lambs as a fellowship offering.

20“The priest will wave them with the
bread from the first harvest for a wave
offering with two lambs before the Lord.
They are holy to the Lord. They will belong
to the priest. 210n that same day, you will call
a holy meeting. You must not do any work.
Thislaw continues forever in al your homes.

22 Also, when you harvest the crops on
your land, don't cut al the way to the corners
of your field. Don't pick up the grain that falls
on the ground. Leave those things for poor
people and for foreigners traveling through
your country. | am the Lord your God!”

16 cups Literaly, “2/10 of an ephah.”
lquart Literdly, “1/4 of ahin.”
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Festival of Trumpets

23Again the Lord said to Moses, 24“Tell the
people of Israel: On the first day of the
seventh month, you must have a special day of
rest. Blow the trumpet to remind the people
that this is a holy meeting. 25Y ou must not do
any work. You will bring an offering by fireto
the Lord.”

Day of Atonement

26The Lord said to Moses, 27“The Day of
Atonement* will be on the tenth day of the
seventh month. There will be a holy meeting.
Y ou must not eat food* and you must bring an
offering by fireto the Lord. 28Y ou must not do
any work on that day. Why? Because it is the
Day of Atonement. On that day, the priests
will go, before the Lord and do the ceremony
that makes you pure.*

29If any person refusesto fast* on this day,
he must be separated from his people. 30If a
person does any work on this day, | (God) will
destroy that person from among his people.
3lYou must not do any work at al. Thisisa
law that continues forever for you, wherever
you live. 321t will be a specia day of rest for
you. You must not eat food.* You will start
this special day of rest on the evening
following the ninth day of the month.* This
special day of rest continues from that evening
until the next evening.”

Festival of Shelters

3Again the Lord said to Moses, 34 Tell the
people of Israel: On the 15th day of the
seventh month is the Festival of Shelters. This
holiday to the Lord will continue for seven
days. 35There will be a holy meeting on the
first day. You must not do any work. 36You

Day of Atonement Also called “Yom Kippur”"—the most
important Jewish holy day. On this day the high priest went
into the Most Holy Place and did the ceremony that atoned
(covered or erased) the sins of the people.

You must not eat food Literally, “You must humble
yourselves.”

make ... pure Literdly, “make atonement.” The Hebrew word
means “to cover,” “to hide” or “to erase sins.”

fast Tolivewithout food for atime of prayer and worship.

evening following ... month According to Jewish time, the
day starts at sunset.
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will bring an offering by fire to the Lord for
seven days. On the eighth day you will have
another holy meeting. You will bring an
offering by fire to the Lord. This will be a
holy meeting. Y ou must not do any work.

37“Those are the Lord's specia holidays.
There will be holy meetings on those
holidays. You will bring offerings by fire to
the Lord—burnt offerings, grain offerings,
sacrifices, and drink offerings. You will bring
those gifts at the right time. 38Y ou will
celebrate those holidays in addition to
remembering the Lord's Sabbath* days. You
will offer those gifts in addition to your other
gifts to the Lord. You will offer those things
in addition to any offerings you give as
payment for your specia promises. They will
be in addition to any special offerings you
want to give to the Lord.

3%On the 15th day of the seventh month,
when you have gathered in the crops of the
land, you will celebrate the Lord's festival for
seven days. The first day will be a specia day
of rest, and then the eighth day will be a
specia day of rest. 400n the first day you will
take good fruit from fruit trees. And you will
take branches from palm trees, poplar trees
and willow trees by the brook. You will
celebrate before the Lord your God for seven
days. 4LYou will celebrate this holiday to the
Lord for seven days each year. This law will
continue forever. You will celebrate this
holiday in the seventh month. 42Y ou will live
in temporary shelters for seven days. All the
people bornin Isragl will live in those shelters.
BWhy? So al of your descendants* will know
that | made the people of Israel live in
temporary shelters during the time | brought
them from Egypt. | am the Lord your God!”

430 Moses told the people of Israel about
al of the special meetings to honor, the Lord.
2 The Lord said to Moses, 2* Command

the people of Isragl to bring to you pure

oil from crushed olives. That oil is for the
lamps. Those lamps must burn without

The Lampstand and the Holy Bread

Sabbath  Saturday, a special day of rest and worship for Jews.
descendants A person’s children and their future families.
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stopping. 3Aaron will keep the light burning
in the Meeting Tent* before the Lord from
evening until morning. The light will be
outside the curtain that hangs; in front of the
Box of the, Agreement.* This law will
continue forever. 4Aaron must always keep
the lamps burning on the lampstand of pure
gold before the Lord.

S*Take fine flour and bake twelve loaves
with it. Use 16 cups* of flour for each loaf.
6Put them in two rows on the golden table
before the Lord. Six loaves will be in each
row. 'Put pure frankincense* on each row.
Thiswill help the Lord remember the offering
by fire to the Lord. 8Every Sabbath* day
Aaron will put the bread in order before the
Lord. This must be done forever. This
Agreement with the people of Israel will
continue forever. 9That bread will belong to
Aaron and his sons. They will eat the bread in
aholy place. Why? Because that bread is one
of the offerings made by fire to the Lord. That
bread is Aaron’s share forever.”

The Man Who Cursed God

10There was a son of an Israelite woman.
His father was an Egyptian. This Israelite
woman's son was an Israelite. He was walking
among the people of Israel, and he started
fighting in camp. 11The |sraglite woman's son
began cursing and saying bad things about the
Lord's name. So the people brought this man
to Moses. (The name of the man's mother was
Shelomith, the daughter of Dibri, from the
family group of Dan.) 12The people held the
man as a prisoner and waited for the Lord’s
command to be made clear to them.

13Then the Lord said to Moses, 14“Bring
the man who cursed to a place outside the
camp. Then bring together al the people who
heard him curse. Those people will put their

Meeting Tent  The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.

Agreement Literaly, “Proof.” The flat stones with the Ten
Commandments written on them. These were proof of the
Agreement between God and the people of Israel.

16 cups Literaly, “2/10 of an ephah.”

frankincense Very specia dried tree sap. Burned to make a
sweet-smelling smoke, it was offered as a gift to God.

Sabbath  Saturday, a specia day of rest and worship for Jews.
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hands on his head.* And then al the people
must throw stones at him and kill him. 15Y ou
must tell the people of Israel: If a person
curses his God, then he must be punished.*
16Any person who speaks against the name of
the Lord must be put to death. All the people
must stone him. Foreigners must be punished
just like the person who was born in Isragl. If
a person curses the |Lord's, name, then he
must be put to death.

17*And if one person kills another person,
he must be put to death. 18The person who
killsan animal that belongs to another person,
must give another animal to takeits place.*

19*And if a person causes an injury to his
neighbor, then the same kind of injury must
be given that person. 20A broken bone for a
broken bone; an eye for an eye; and a tooth
for atooth. The same kind of injury a person
gives another person must be given that
person. 2LSo if a person kills an animal, then
that person must pay for the animal. But if a
person kills another person, then he must be
put to death.

22“The law will be fair,—it will be the
same for foreigners and for people from your
own country. Why? Because | am the Lord
your God.”

23Then Moses spoke to the people of Israel,
and they brought the man who cursed to a
place outside the camp. Then they killed him
with stones. So the people of Israel did just
what the Lord had commanded Moses.
2 The Lord spoke to Moses at Mount

Sinai. The Lord said, 2*Tell the people

of Israel: You will enter the land that | am
giving to you. At that time, you must let the
land have a specia time of rest. Thiswill bea
specia time of rest to honor the Lord. 3You
will plant seed; in your field for six years.
You will trim the plants in your grape fields
for six years and bring in its fruits. 4But

A Time of Rest for the Land

put their hands on his head This shows that &l those peaple
were sharing in punishing the man.

hemust bepunished Literally, “he must bear hissin.”

give another animal to takeitsplace Literaly, “pay for it; life
for life.”
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during the seventh year, you will let the land
rest. This will be a specia time of rest to
honor the Lord. You must not plant seed in
your field or trim the plants in your grape
fields. 5Y ou must not cut the crops that grow
by themselves after your harvest. Y ou must
not gather the grapes from your vines that are
not trimmed. The land will have ayear of rest.

6 The land will have a year of rest, but
you will still have enough food. There will be
enough food for your men and women
servants. There will be food for your hired
workers and for the foreigners living in your
country. 7And there will be enough food for
your cows and other animalsto eat.

Jubilee — The Year of Release

8*Y ou will aso count seven groups of seven
years. This will be 49 years. During that time,
there will be seven years of rest for the land.
90n the Day of Atonement,* you must blow a
ram’s horn. That will be on the tenth day of the
seventh month. Y ou must blow the ram’s horn
through the whole country. 10Y ou will make
the 50th year a special year. You will
announce freedom for al the people living in
your country. This time will be called
‘Jubilee.”* Each of you will go back to his
own property.* And each of you will go back
to his family. 1The 50th year will be a specia
celebration* for you. Don't plant seeds. Don't
harvest the crops that grow by themselves.
Don't gather grapes from the vines that are not
trimmed. 12That year is Jubilee. It will be a
holy time for you. You will eat the crops that
come from the field. 13In the year of Jubilee,
each person will go back to his own property.

14*Don’'t cheat your neighbor when you sell
your land to him. And don't et him cheat you

Day of Atonement Also called “Yom Kippur”"—the most
important Jewish holy day. On this day the high priest went
into the Most Holy Place and did the ceremony that atoned
(covered or erased) the sins of the people.

Jubilee  The word comes from the Hebrew word for the horn
that was blown at thistime.

own property In Israel, the land belonged to the family or
family group. A person might sell his land, but at Jubilee that
land again belonged to the family and family group that it was
originally given to.

special celebration  Literally, “Jubilee.”
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when you buy land from him. 5If you want to
buy your neighbor’s land, then count the
number of years since the |ast Jubilee, ;and use
that number to decide the right price,. Why?
Because he is really only sdlling you the rights
for harvesting crops until the next Jubilee,. 16If
there are many years |before the next Jubilee,
then the price will be high. If the years are few,
then the price will be lower. Why? Because
your neighbor is redly only selling a number
of crops to you. /At the next Jubilee the land
will again belong to his family.; 17Y ou must
not cheat each other. You must honor your
God! | amthe Lord your God!

18*Remember my laws and rules. Obey
them! Then you will live safely in your
country. 19And the land will produce good
crops for you. Then you will have plenty of
food and you will live safely on the land.

20“But maybe you will say, ‘If we don't
plant seeds or gather our crops, we will not
have anything to eat during the seventh year.’
2L Don't worry!, | will order my blessing to
come to you during the sixth year. The land
will continue growing crops for three years.
22\When you plant in the eighth year, you will
gtill be eating things from the old crop. You
will eat the old crop until the ninth year, when
the crop you planted in the eighth year,
comesin,

Property Laws

23*The land really belongs to me. So you
can't redly sell it permanently. You are only
foreigners and travelers living ,on my land,
with me. 24People might sell their land, but
the family will always get their land back. 25A
person in your country might become very
poor. He might be so poor that he must sell
his property. So his close relative must come
and buy back the property for his relative. 26A
person might not have a close relative to buy
back his land for him. But he might get
enough money to buy back the land for
himself. 27Then he must count the years since
the land was sold. \He must use that number
to decide how much to pay for the land.; Then
he must buy back the land. Then the land will
be his property again. 28But if this person
can't find enough money to get the land back
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for himself, then what he has sold will stay in
the hands of the person who bought it until
the year of Jubilee* Then during that specid
celebration, the land will go back to the first
owner’s family,. So the property will again
belong to the right family.

29|f a person sellsahome in awalled city,
then he gtill has the right to get it back until a
full year after he sold the house. His right to
get the house back will continue one year.
30But if ;the owner does not; buy back the
house before a full year is finished, then the
house that is in the walled city will belong to
the person who bought it, and to his
descendants.* The house will not go back to
the first owner, at the time of Jubilee.*
3ITowns without walls around them will be
treated like open fields. So houses built in
those small towns will go back to the first
owners a the time of Jubilee.

32But about the cities of the Levites: The
Levites can buy back their houses at any time
in the cities that belong to them. 33|f a person
buys a house from a Levite, that house in the
Levites city will again belong to the Levites
a the time of Jubilee.* Why? Because houses
in Levite cities belong to people from the
family group of Levi. The people of Israel
gave those cities to the Levite people. 34Also,
the fields and pastures around the Levite cities
can't be sold. Those fields belong to the
Levites forever.

Rules for Slave Owners

35“Maybe a person from your own
country* will become too poor to support
himself. You must let him live with you like a
visitor. 36Don't charge him any interest ,on
money you might loan to him,. Respect your
God, and let your brother* live with you.
37Don’'t charge him interest on any money
you lend him. And don't try to make a profit
from the food you sell him. 38| am the Lord
your God. | brought you out of the land of

Jubilee The word comes from the Hebrew word for the horn
that was blown at thistime. See Leviticus 25:9.

descendants A person’s children and their future families.

aperson ... country Literaly, “oneof your brothers.”

your brother  Or, “the person from your own country.”
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Egypt to give the land of Canaan to you and
to become your God.

3%“Maybe a person from your own
country* will become so poor that he sells
himself as a dave to you. You must not make
him work like a slave. 49He will be like a
hired worker and a visitor with you until the
year of Jubilee.* 41Then he can leave you. He
can take his children and go back to his
family. He can go back to the property of his
ancestors.* 42Why? Because they are my
servants! | brought them out |of slavery, in
Egypt. They must not become slaves again;.
43Y ou must not be a cruel master to this
person. Y ou must respect your God.

44* About your men and women slaves:
Y ou may get men and women dlaves from the
other nations around you. 45Also, you may get
children as slaves if they come from the
families of the foreigners living in your land.
Those children slaves will belong to you.
46Y ou may even pass these foreign daves on
to your children after you die so that they will
belong to your children. They will be your
daves forever. You may make daves of these
foreigners. But you must not be a cruel master
over your own brothers, the people of Israel.

47*Maybe a foreigner or visitor anong you
will become rich. Maybe a person from your
own country* will become poor, so that he sells
himself as a dave to a foreigner living among
you or to a member of a foreigner's family.
48That person will have the right to be bought
back and become freg,. One of his brothers®
can buy him back. 4%0r his uncle or his cousin
can buy him back. Or one of his close relatives
from his family can buy him back. Or if the
person gets enough money, he can pay the
money himself ,and become free again,.

0“How do you decide the price? Y ou must
count the years from the time he sold himself
to the foreigner up to the next year of
Jubilee.* Use that number to decide the price.
Why? Because realy the person only ‘hired
him for a few years! Slf there are still many

ancestors Literaly, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents,
grandparents, and al the people they are descended from.
One ... brothers Or, “A person from his own country.”
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years before the year of Jubileg, then the
person must give back a large part of the
price. It al depends on the numbers of years.
S2If only a few years are left until the year of
Jubilee, then the person must pay a small part
of the original price. 53But that person will
live like a hired man with the foreigner every
year. Don't |et the foreigner be a cruel master
over that person.

S4“That person will become free, even if no
one buys him back. At the year of Jubilee* he
and his children will become free. 55Why?
Because the people of Isragl are my servants.
They are the servants that | brought out of
Savery in, Egypt. | am the Lord your God!

Rewards for Obeying God

26 Don’t make idols for yourselves.
Don't set up statues or memorials* in
your land to bow down to. Why? Because |
am the Lord your God!

2*Remember my specia days of rest* and
honor my holy place. | am the Lord!

3*Remember my laws and commands, and
obey them! 4If you do those things, then | will
give you rains a the time they should come.
The land will grow crops and the trees of the
field will grow their fruit. SYour threshing*
will continue until it is time to gather grapes.
And your grape gathering will continue until it
is time to plant. Then you will have plenty to
eat. And you will live safely in your land. 6l
will give peace to your country. You will lie
down in peace. No person will come to make
you afraid. | will keep harmful animals out of
your country. And armies will not come
through your country.

7™You will chase your enemies, and defeat
them. You will kill them with your sword.
8Five of you will chase 100 men, and 100 of
you will chase 10,000 men. You will defeat
your enemies and kill them with your sword.

Jubilee  The word comes from the Hebrew word for the horn
that was blown at thistime. See Leviticus 25:9.

memorial A stone marker to help people remember something
special. In ancient Israel, people often set up stone markers as
placesto worship false gods.

special daysof rest  Or, “Sabbaths.”

threshing Beating grain to removeits hulls.
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9“Then | will turn to you. I will let you
have many children. | will keep my
Agreement with you. 10Y ou will have enough
crops to last for more than a year. You will
harvest the new crops. But then you will have
to throw out the old crops to make room for
the new crops! 11Also, | will place my Holy
Tent* among you. | will not turn away from
you! 121 will walk with you and be your God.
And you will be my people. 13| am the Lord
your God. You were slaves in Egypt. But |
brought you out of Egypt. You were bent low
from the heavy weights you carried as Slaves.
But | broke the poles that were on your
shoulders. | let you walk tall again!

Punishment for Not Obeying God

14“But if you don’t obey me and all my
commands, then these bad things will happen.
151f you refuse to obey my laws and
commands, then you have broken my
Agreement. 161f you do that, then | will cause
terrible things to happen to you. | will cause
you to have disease and fever. They will
destroy your eyes and take away your life.
You will not have success when you plant
your seed. And your enemies will eat your
crops! 171 will be against you, so your
enemies will defeat you. Those enemies hate
you, and they will rule over you. You will run
away even when no one s chasing you.

18" After these things, i you still don’t obey
me, | will punish you seven times more for
your sins. 19And | will also destroy the great
cities that, make you proud. The skies will not
give rain, and the earth will not produce
crops.* 20You will work hard, but it will not
help. Your land will not give any crops, and
your treeswill not grow their fruit.

21| you dtill turn against me and refuse to
obey me, then | will beat you seven times
harder! The more you sin, the more you will
be punished! 22| will send wild animals
against you. They will take your children
away from you. They will destroy your

Holy Tent  Or, “tabernacle.” The place God came to live among
his peaple.

The skies ... crops Literaly, “Your skies will be like iron,
your land like bronze.”
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animals. They will kill many of your people.
People will be afraid to travel—the roads
will be empty!

23“If you don't learn your lesson after dll
those things, and if you till turn against me,
24then | will also turn against you. 1—yes, |
(the Lord)—will punish you seven times for
your sins. 25You will have broken my
Agreement, so | will punish you. | will bring
armies against you. You will go into your
cities for safety. But | will cause diseases to
spread among you. And your enemies will
defeat you. 261 will give you a share of the
grain left in that city,. But there will be very
little food to eat.; Ten women will be able to
cook all their bread in one oven. They will
measure each piece of bread. Y ou will eat, but
you will still be hungry!

211 you till refuse to listen to me, and if
you still turn against me, 28then | will redlly
show my anger! |—yes, | (the Lord)—will
punish you seven times for your sins! 29,Y ou
will become so hungry that, you will eat the
bodies of your sons and daughters. 301 will
destroy your high places.* 1 will cut down
your incense* altars.* | will put your dead
bodies on the dead bodies of your idols.* You
will be very disgusting to me. 31 will destroy
your cities. | will make your holy places
empty. | will stop smelling your offerings. 32
will make your land empty. And your
enemies that come to live there will be
shocked at it. 33 will scatter you among the
nations. | will pull out my sword and destroy
you. Your land will become empty and your
citieswill be destroyed.

34You will be taken to your enemy’s
country. Your country will be empty. So your
land will finally get its rest. The land will
enjoy itstime of rest. 35 The law says the land
should have a year of rest every seven years,
During the time that the land is empty, it will
get the time of rest that you did not give it

high places Places for worshiping God or false gods. These
places were usually on the hills and mountains.

incense Special dried tree sap. Burned to make a sweet-
smelling smoke, it was offered as a gift to God.

altars A tableor raised area used for offering sacrifices.

idols  Statues of false gods that people worshiped.

LEVITICUS 26:2344

while you lived there. 36The survivors® will
lose their courage in the land of their enemies.
They will be scared of everything. They will
run around like a leaf being blown by the
wind. They will run like someone is chasing
them with a sword. They will fall even when
no one is chasing them! 37They will run like
someone is chasing them with a sword. They
will fall over each other— even when no
person is chasing them.

“You will not be strong enough to stand up
against your enemies. 38You will be lost in
other nations. You will disappear in the land
of your enemies. 3950 the survivors® will rot
away in their sin in their enemies’ countries.
They will rot away in their sins just like their
ancestors* did.

There Is Always Hope

40“But maybe the people will confess
(admit) their sins. And maybe they will
confess the sins of their ancestors.* Maybe
they will admit that they turned against me.
Maybe they will admit that they sinned
against me. 4Maybe they will admit that |
turned against them and brought them into the
land of their enemies. Those people will be
like strangers to me. But maybe they will
become humble* and accept the punishment
for their sin. 42If they do, then | will
remember my Agreement with Jacob. | will
remember my Agreement with Isaac. | will
remember my Agreement with Abraham. And
| will remember the land.

43*The land will be empty. The land will
enjoy itstime of rest. Then the survivors* will
accept the punishment for their sins. They will
learn that they were punished because they
hated my laws and refused to obey my rules.
4They truly sinned. But if they come to me
for help,; I will not turn away from them. |
will listen to them, even if they arein the land
of their enemies. | will not completely destroy

survivors  People who escaped some disaster. Here, this means
the Jewish people who survived the destruction of Judah and
Israel by itsenemy’sarmies.

ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents,
grandparents, and al the people they are descended from.

Those people ... humble Literaly, “If they humble their
uncircumcised heart.”
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them. | will not break my Agreement with
them. Why? Because | am the Lord their God!
45For them, | will remember the Agreement
with their ancestors.* | brought their ancestors
out of the land of Egypt so | could become
their God. The other nations saw those things.
| am the Lord!”

46Those are the laws, rules and teachings
that the Lord gave to the people of Israel.
.Those laws are the Agreement, between the
Lord and the people of Isragl. The Lord gave
those laws to Moses at Mount Sinai |and

Moses gave them to the people,.
2 The Lord said to Moses, 2“Tell the
people of Israel: A person might make a
special promise to the Lord. That person
might promise to give a person to the Lord.
.That person will then serve the Lord in a
special way.; The priest must set a price for
that person. People will have to pay that price
if they want to buy the person back from the
Lord., 3The price for a man from 20 to 60
years old is 50 shekels* of silver. (You must
use the official measure* for the silver.) 4The
price for a woman that is 20 to 60 years old,
IS 30 shekels. SThe price for a man from 5 to
20 years old is 20 shekels. The price for a
woman from 5 to 20 years old, is 10 shekels.
6The price for a baby boy from one month to
five yearsold is 5 shekels. For ababy girl, the
priceis 3 shekels. 7The price for aman who is
60 years old or older is 15 shekels. The price
for awoman is 10 shekels.
8|f a person is too poor to pay the price,
then bring that person to the priest. The priest

will decide how much money the person can
aford to pay.

Promises Are Important

Gifts to the Lord

9*Some animals can be used as sacrifices to
the Lord. If a person brings one of those
animals, then that animal will become holy.

ancestors Literaly, “fathers,” meaning a person's parents,
grandparents, and al the peaple they are descended from.

shekels A shekel is2/5 of an ounce.

official measure Literally, “holy shekel,” the official standard of
measure used in the tabernacle or temple.
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10 That person promises to give that animal to
the Lord,; so that person must not try to put
another animal in its place. He must not try to
change it for something else. He must not try
to change a good animal for a bad animal. He
must not change a bad animal for a good
animal. If that person does try to change
animals, then both animals will become
holy—both animals will belong to the Lord,.

11*Some animals can’t be offered as
sacrifices to the Lord. If a person brings one
of those unclean* animals to the Lord, then
that animal must be brought to the priest.
12The priest will decide a price for that
animal. It does not make any difference if the
animal is good or bad. If the priest decides on
a price, then that is the price for the animal.
13f the person wants to buy back the animal *
then he must add afifth to the price.

The Value of a House

14*Now if a person dedicates his house as
holy to the Lord, then the priest must decide
its price. It does not make any difference if the
house is good or bad. If the priest decideson a
price, then that is the price for the house. 15But
if the person who gave the house wants to get
it back, then he must add a fifth to the price.
Then the house will belong to that person.

Value of Property

16*|f a person dedicates part of his fields to
the Lord, the value of those fields will depend
on how much seed is needed to plant it. It will
be 50 shekels* of silver for each homer* of
barley seed. 17If the person gives his field to
God during the year of Jubilee* then its value
will be whatever the priest decides. 18But if the
person gives hisfield after the Jubilee, then the
priest must calculate its exact price. He must
count the number of years to the next year of
Jubilee. Then he must use that number to
decide the price. 9If the person who gave the

unclean  Not pure or not acceptable to God for worship.

buy back the animal  See Exodus 13:1-16 for the laws about
giving to God or “buying back” firstborn children or animals.

homer A dry measure equal to about 6 bushels.

Jubilee  The word comes from the Hebrew word for the horn
that was blown at thistime. See Leviticus 25:9.



151

field wants to buy back the field, then he must
add a fifth to that price. Then the field will
again belong to that person. 20If the person
does not buy back the field, then the field will
aways belong to the priests,. If the land is sold
to someone else, then that first person can’t
buy back the land. 21If the person did not buy
back the land, then at the year of Jubilee, the
field will remain holy to the Lord—it will
belong to the priest forever! It will be like land
that was given completely to the Lord.

22| a person dedicates to the Lord a field
that he has bought, and it is not a part of his
family’s property,* 23then the priest must count
the years to the year of Jubilee* and decide the
price for the land. Then that land will belong to
the Lord. 24At the year of Jubilee, the land will
go to the original owner. It will go back to the
family that ownsthe land.

25*You must use the official measure* in
paying those prices. The shekel by that
measure weighs 20 gerahs.*

Value of Animals

26“People can give cows and sheep as
specid gifts to the Lord. But if the animd is
the firstborn, then that animal aready belongs
to the Lord. So people can't give those animals
as specia gifts. 27 People must give firstborn
animalsto the Lord,, But if the firstborn animal
is an unclean* animal, then the person must

Jubilee  The word comes from the Hebrew word for the horn
that was blown at thistime. See Leviticus 25:9.

family’s property That is, land that was owned originally by
hisfamily and family group.

official measure Literaly, “holy shekel,” the officid standard
of measure used in the tabernacle or temple.

gerahs A gerahis1/50 of an ounce.

unclean Not pure or not acceptable to God for worship.

LEVITICUS 27:20-34

buy back that animal. The priest will decide the
price of the animal, and the person must add a
fifth to that price. If the person does not buy
back that animal, then the priest must sell the
anima for the price he decided.

Special Gifts

28“There is a special kind of gift* that
people give to the Lord. That gift belongs
only to the Lord. That gift cannot be bought
back or sold. That gift belongs to the Lord.
That type of gift includes people, animals, and
fields from the family property.

29|f that special kind of gift* to the Lord is
a person, then that person cannot be bought
back. That person must be killed.

30“A tenth of al crops belong to the Lord.
This means the crops from fields and the fruit
from trees—a tenth belongs to the Lord. 31So
if aperson wants to get back his tenth, he must
add afifth toits price and then buy it back.

32" The priests will; take every tenth animal
from a person’s cows or sheep. Every tenth
anima will belong to the Lord. 33The owner
should not worry if the chosen animal is good
or bad. He should not change the animal for
another animal. If he decides to change it for
another animal, then both animals will belong
totheLord. That animal can't be bought back.”

3AThose are the commands that the Lord gave
Mosesa Mount Sinal for the peaple of Isradl.

special kind of gift This usually means things taken in war.
Those things (gifts) belonged only to the Lord, so they could
not be used for anything else.
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Numbers

Moses Counts the People of Israel

The Lord spoke to Moses in the Meeting

Tent.* Thiswasin the Sinai Desert. It was
on the first day of the second month of the
second year after the people of Israel left
Egypt. The Lord said to Moses. 2*Count all
the people of Israel. List the name of each
man with his family and his family group.
3You and Aaron must count al the men of
Isragl who are 20 years old or older. (These
are the men who serve in the army of Israel.)
List them by their group.* 4One man from
each and every family group will help you,.
This man will be the leader of his family
group. SThese are the names of the men who
will stand with you and help you;:

from Reuben’s family group—Elizur son
of Shedeur;
6 from Simeon’sfamily group—Shelumiel
son of Zurishaddai;
7 from Judah's family group—Nahshon son
of Amminadab;
8 fromIssachar’sfamily group—Nethanel
son of Zuar;
9 from Zebulun's family group—Eliab son
of Helon;
10 from the descendants of Joseph
from Ephraim’s family group—
Elishama son of Ammihud,
from Manasseh’s family group—
Gamaliel son of Pedahzur;
11 from Benjamin's family group—Abidan
son of Gideoni;

Meeting Tent  The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.

group(s) Or, “division(s).” This is a military term that shows
Israel was organized like an army.

12 from Dan's family group—Ahiezer son
of Ammishaddai;

13 from Asher'sfamily group—Pagiel son
of Ocran;

14 from Gad's family group—Eliasaph son
of Deud*;

15 from Naphtali’s family group—Ahirason
of Enan.”

16All those men are the leaders of their
families. The people aso chose them to be
leaders of their family groups. "M oses and
Aaron took these men who had been chosen
to be leaders. 18And Moses and Aaron called
al the people of Israel together. Then the
people were listed by their families and their
family groups. All the men who were 20 years
old or older were listed. 19Moses did exactly
what the Lord commanded—Moses counted
the people while they werein the Sinal desert.

20They counted Reuben’s family group.
(Reuben was the firstborn* son of Israel.) The
names of al the men who were 20 yearsold or
older and able to servein the army were listed.
They were listed with their families and family
groups. 21The total number of men counted
from Reuben’s family group was 46,500.

22They counted Simeon’s family group.
The names of al the men who were 20 years
old or older and able to serve in the army
were listed. They were listed with their
families and family groups. 23The total
number of men counted from Simeon’s
family group was 59,300.

24They counted Gad's family group. The
names of al the men who were 20 years old

Deuel Or, “Reuel.”
firstborn  The first child born into a family. The firstborn son
was very important in ancient times.
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or older and able to serve in the army were
listed. They were listed with their families and
family groups. 25The total number of men
counted from Gad's family group was 45,650.
26They counted Judah’s family group. The
names of al the men who were 20 years old or
older and able to serve in the army were listed.
They were listed with their families and family
groups. 27The total number of men counted
from Judah’s family group was 74,600.
28They counted | ssachar’s family group. The
names of al the men who were 20 yearsold or
older and able to serve in the army were listed.
They were listed with their families and family
groups. 29The total number of men counted
from Issachar’ sfamily group was 54,400.
30They counted Zebulun's family group. The
names of al the men who were 20 yearsold or
older and able to serve in the army were listed.
They were listed with their families and family
groups. 31The total number of men counted
from Zebulun's family group was 57,400.
32They counted Ephraim’s family group.
(Ephraim was Joseph’s son.) The names of all
the men who were 20 years old or older and
able to serve in the army were listed. They
were listed with their families and family
groups. 33The total number of men counted
from Ephraim’s family group was 40,500.
34They counted Manasseh’s family group.
(Manasseh was also Joseph's son.) The names
of dl the men who were 20 years old or older
and able to serve in the army were listed. They
were listed with their families and family
groups. 35The total number of men counted
from Manasseh’s family group was 32,200.
36They counted Benjamin’s family group.
The names of al the men who were 20 years
old or older and able to serve in the army
were listed. They were listed with their
families and family groups. 37The total
number of men counted from Benjamin’s
family group was 35,400.
38They counted Dan’'s family group. The
names of al the men who were 20 years old
or older and able to serve in the army were
listed. They were listed with their families and
family groups. 39The total number of men
counted from Dan’s family group was 62,700.

NUMBERS 1:25-53

40They counted Asher's family group. The
names of al the men who were 20 yearsold or
older and able to serve in the army were listed.
They were listed with their families and family
groups. 41The total number of men counted
from Asher’ s family group was 41,500.

42They counted Naphtali’s family group.
The names of al the men who were 20 years
old or older and able to serve in the army were
listed. They were listed by name with their
families and family groups. 43The total
number of men counted from Naphtali’s
family group was 53,400.

44Moses, Aaron, and the twelve leaders of
Israel counted these men. (There was one
leader from each family group.) 45They
counted every man who was 20 years old or
older and able to serve in the army. Each man
was listed with his family. 46The total number
of men counted was 603,550 men.

47The families from the Levi family group
were not counted with the other people of
Israel. 48The Lord had told Moses: 4%“Don’t
count the men from Levi’'s family group or
include them with the other people of Isral.
50Tell the men of Levi that they are
responsible for the Holy Tent* of the
Agreement. They must take care of that tent
and al the things that are with it. They must
carry the Holy Tent and everything in it. They
must make their camp around it and take care
of it. >!Whenever the Holy Tent is moved, the
men of Levi must do it. Whenever the Holy
Tent is set up, the men of Levi must do it.
They are the men who will take care of the
Holy Tent. If any person who is not from
Levi’'s family group tries to take care of the
tent, he must be killed. 52The people of Israel
will make their camps in separate groups.*
Each person should camp near his family flag.
S3But the men of Levi must make their camp
around the Holy Tent. The men of Levi will
guard the Holy Tent of the Agreement. ; They
will protect the Holy Tent, so that nothing bad
will happen to the people of Israel.”

Holy Tent Or, “tabernacle,” the tent where God came to live
among his people.

group(s) Or, “division(s).” This is a military term that shows
Israel was organized like an army.
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5430 the people of Israel obeyed al the
things that the Lord commanded Moses.

The Camp Arrangement

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron: 2The

people of Israel should make their camps
around the Meeting Tent.* Each group* will
have its own special flag, and each person
will camp near his group’sflag.

3*The flag of the camp of Judah will be on
the east side, where the sun rises. The people of
Judah will camp near its flag. The leader of the
people of Judah isNahshon son of Amminadab.
4There are 74,600 men in hisgroup.*

5*|ssachar’s family group will camp next to
Judah’s family group. The leader of the
people of Issachar is Nethanel son of Zuar.
6There are 54,400 men in his group.*

7 Zebulun’s family group will also camp
next to Judah’s family group. The leader of
the people of Zebulun is Eliab son of Helon.
8There are 57,400 men in his group.*

%There is a total of 186,400 men in
Judah's camp. All these men are divided into
their different family groups. Judah will be the
first group to move when the people travel
from one place to another.

10“The flag of Reuben’s camp will be south
of the Holy Tent.* Each group will camp near
its flag. The leader of the people of Reuben is
Elizur son of Shedeur. 11There are 46,500
men in this group.*

12*Simeon’s family group will camp next to
Reuben’sfamily group. The leader of the people
of Simeon is Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai.
13There are 59,300 men in this group.*

14Gad's family group will also camp next
to the people of Reuben. The leader of the
people of Gad is Eliasaph son of Deuel.*
15There are 45,650 men in this group.*

16“There are 151,450 men in all the
groups* in Reuben’s camp. Reuben’s camp

Meeting Tent  The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.

group(s) Or, “division(s).” This is a military term that shows
Israel was organized like an army.

Holy Tent Or, “tabernacle,” the tent where God came to live
among his people.

Deuel  Or, “Reudl.”

154

will be the second group to move when the
people travel from placeto place.

17\When the people travel, Levi's camp
will move next. The Meeting Tent* will be
with them between the other camps. The
people will make their camps in the same
order that they move. Each person will be
with hisfamily flag.

18*The flag of the camp of Ephraim will be
on thewest side. The family groups of Ephraim
will camp there. The leader of the people of
Ephraim is Elishama son of Ammihud. 19There
are 40,500 men in this group.*

20“Manasseh’s family group will camp next
to Ephraim’s family. The leader of the people
of Manasseh is Gamaliel son of Pedahzur.
2UThere are 32,200 men in this group.*

22“Benjamin’s family group will also camp
next to Ephraim’s family. The leader of the
people of Benjamin is Abidan son of Gideoni.
23There are 35,400 men in this group.*

24“There are 108,100 men in Ephraim’s
camp. They will be the third family to move
when the people travel from one place to
another.

25“The flag of Dan’s camp will be on the
north side. The family groups of Dan will
camp there. The leader of the people of Danis
Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai. 26There are
62,700 men in this group.*

27“The people from Asher’s family group
will camp next to Dan’s family group. The
|eader of the people of Asher is Pagiel son of
Ocran. 28There are 41,500 men in this group.*

29“Naphtali’s family group will aso camp
next to Dan’s family group. The leader of the
people of Naphtali is Ahira son of Enan.
30There are 53,400 men in this group.*

3I“There are 157,600 men in Dan's camp.
They will be the last family to move when the
people travel from place to place. Each person
will bewith his family’sflag.”

3250 those were the people of Israel. They
were counted by families. The total number of
Israelite men in the camps, counted by
groups,* is 603,550. 33M oses obeyed the Lord
and did not count the Levites with the other
people of Israel.

3430 the people of Israel did everything the
Lord told Moses. Each group camped under
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its own flag. And each person stayed with his
own family and family group.

Aaron’s Family, the Priests

This is the family history of Aaron and
Moses at the time the Lord talked to Moses
on Mount Sinal.

2Aaron had four sons. Nadab was the
firstborn* son. Then there were Abihu,
Eleazar, and Ithamar. 3These sons were the
chosen* priedts.

These sons were given the special work of
serving the Lord as priests. 4But Nadab and
Abihu died because they sinned; while
serving the Lord. They used fire that the Lord
did not alow when they made an offering to
the Lord. So Nadab and Abihu died there, in
the Sinai desert. They had no sons, so Eleazar
and Ithamar took their place and served the
Lord as priests. This happened while their
father Aaron was till dive.

Levites—the Priests’ Helpers

5The Lord said to Moses, 6“Bring al the
men from Levi’s family group. Bring them to
Aaron the priest. Those men will be Aaron’s
helpers. 7The Leviteswill help Aaron when he
serves a the Meeting Tent.* And the Levites
will help al the people of Israel; when they
come to worship at the Holy Tent.* 8The
people of Israel should protect al the thingsin
the Meeting Tent; it is their duty. But the
Levites will serve the people of Israel by
caring for these things. This will be their way
of worshiping at the Holy Tent.

9 Give the Levites to Aaron and his sons.
The Levites were chosen from al the people
of Israel to help Aaron and his sons.

10* Appoint Aaron and his sons to be
priests. They must do their duty and serve as

firsthorn  The first child born into a family. The firstborn son
was very important in ancient times.

chosen  Or, “anointed.” A specia oil was poured on their heads
to show they were chosen by God.

Meeting Tent The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.

Holy Tent Or, “tabernacle,” the tent where God came to live
among his people.

NUMBERS 3:1-26

priests. Any other person who tries to come
near the holy things* must be killed.”

11The Lord also said to Moses, 12“ | told
you that every family of Israel must give their
firstborn* son to me—but now | am choosing
the Levitesto serve me. They will be mine. So
al the other people of Israel will not have to
givetheir firstborn sons to me.

13*When you were in Egypt, | killed al the
firstborn* children of the Egyptians. At that
time, | took al of the firstborn children of
Israel to be mine. All of the firstborn children
and all the firstborn animals are mine. But
now | am giving your firstborn children back
to you, and | am making the Levites mine, |
amthe Lord.”

14The Lord again talked to Moses in the
Sinal desert. The Lord said, 15*Count dl the
families and family groups in Levi's family
group. Count every man or boy that is a month
old or older.” 16So Moses obeyed the Lord. He
counted them all.

17Levi had three sons. Their names were:
Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. 18Each son was
the leader of severa family groups.

The Gershon family groups were: Libni
and Shimei.

19The Kohath family groups were: Amram,
|zhar, Hebron, and Uzzidl.

20The Merari family groups were: Mahli
and Mushi.

Those are the families that belonged to
Levi’sfamily group.

21The families of Libni and Shimei
belonged to the family of Gershon. They were
the Gershonite family groups. 22There were
7,500 men and boys over one month old in
these two family groups. 23The Gershonite
family groups were told to camp in the west.
They made their camp behind the Holy Tent.*
24The |eader of the family groups of the
Gershonite people was Eliasaph son of Lagl.
25In the Meeting Tent,* the Gershonite people
had the job of taking care of the Holy Tent,
the outer tent, and the covering. They also
took care of the curtain a the entrance of the
Meeting Tent. 26They cared for the curtain in

tries... holy things  Or, “triesto serveasapriest.”
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the courtyard. And they cared for the curtain
at the entrance of the courtyard. This
courtyard was around the Holy Tent and the
dtar.* And they cared for the ropes and for
everything that was used with the curtains.

2IThe families of Amram, Izhar, Hebron,
and Uzziel, belonged to the family of Kohath.
They were the Kohathite family groups. 28In
this family group there were 8,300* men and
boys a month old or over. The Kohathite
people were given the job of taking care of
{the things in, the holy place. 29The Kohathite
family groups were given the area to the south
of the Holy Tent.* This was the area where
they camped. 30The leader of the Kohathite
family groups was Elizaphan son of Uzziel.
31Thelr job was to take care of the Holy Box,*
the table, the lampstand, the altars, and the
dishes of the Holy Place.* They aso cared for
the curtain and all the things that were used
with the curtain.

32The |eader over the leaders of the Levite
people was Eleazar son of Aaron the priest.
Eleazar was in charge of al the people that
took care of the holy things.

33-34The family groups of Mahli and Mushi
belonged to the Merari family. There were
6,200 men and boys that were one month old
or older in the Mahli family group. 35The
leader of the Merari family group was Zuriel
son of Abihail. This family group was given
the area to the north of the Holy Tent.* Thisis
the area where they camped. 36The people
from the Merari family were given the job of
caring for the frames of the Holy Tent. They
cared for al the braces, posts, bases, and
everything that was used with the frames of the
Holy Tent. 3/They also cared for al the posts
in the courtyard around the Holy Tent. This
included all the bases, tent pegs, and ropes.

atar A tableor raised area used for offering sacrifices.

8,300 Some copies of the ancient Greek version have “8,300."
The Hebrew copies have “8,600." See Num. 3:22, 28, 34, 39.

Holy Tent Or, “tabernacle,” the tent where God came to live
among his people.

Holy Box Or, “ark of the Covenant,” the box containing the flat
stones with the Ten Commandments written on them and other
things that proved God was with the people of Israel during
their timein the Sinai desert.

Holy Place One of the roomsin the Holy Tent.
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38Moses, Aaron, and his sons camped east
of the Holy Tent,* in front of the Meeting
Tent. They were given the work of caring for
the Holy Place. They did this for all the
people of Israel. Any other person who came
near the Holy Place was to be killed.

39The Lord commanded Moses and Aaron
to count al the men and boys one month old
or older in Levi's family group. The total
number was 22,000.

Levites Take the Place of the Firsthorn

40The Lord said to Moses, “Count al the
firstborn* men and boys in Israel who are at
least one month old. Write their names on a
list. 44In the past | said that, | would take all
the firstborn* men and boys of Isragl. But now
[, the Lord, will take the Levites. | will also
take the firstborn animals from the Levites
instead of taking all the firstborn animals from
the other peoplein Israel.”

4250 Moses did what the Lord commanded.
Moses counted all the firstborn* children of the
people of |srael. 43Moses listed all the firstborn
men and boys that were one month old or older.
There were 22,273 names on that list.

44The Lord also said to Moses, 451, the
Lord, give this command: ‘Take the Levites
instead of all the firstborn* men from the
other families of Israel. And | will take the
animals of the Levites instead of the animals
of the other people. The Levites are mine.
46There are 22,000 Levites, but there are
22,273 firstborn sons from the other families.
This leaves 273 more firstborn sons than
Levites. 47Using the official measure,* collect
five shekels* of silver for each of the 273
people. (The shekel by the official measure
weighs 20 gerahs.*) Collect that silver from
the people of Israel. 48Give that silver to
Aaron and his sons. It is the payment for the
273 people of Isragl.””

firstborn  The first child born into a family. The firstborn son
was very important in ancient times.

official measure Literally, “holy shekel,” the standard of
measure used in the tabernacle and the temple.

fiveshekels Or,“2 ounces.”

gerah(s) A gerahis1/50 of an ounce.
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49There were not enough Levites to take the
place of 273 men from the other family
groups. So Moses gathered the money for
those 273 men. S0Moses collected the silver
from the firstborn* men of the people of
Israel. He collected 1,365 shekels* of silver,
using the official measure.* SIMoses obeyed
the Lord. Moses gave the silver to Aaron and
his sons just like the Lord commanded.

The Jobs of the Kohath Family

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron,

2“Count the men in the families of the
Kohath family group. (The Kohath family
group isapart of Levi’sfamily group.) 3Count
al the men from 30 to 50 years old that served
in the army. These men will work in the
Meeting Tent.* 4Their job is to take care of
the most holy thingsin the Meeting Tent.

5*When the people of Isragl travel to a new
place, then Aaron and his sons must go into the
Meeting Tent* and take down the curtain and
cover the Holy Box of the Agreement* with it.
6Then they must cover dl of thiswith covering
made from fine leather.* Then they must
spread the solid blue cloth over the |eather and
put the poles in the rings on the Holy Box;.

™Then they must spread a blue cloth over
the holy table. Then they must put the plates,
spoons, bowls, and the jars for drink offerings
on the table. Also, put the special bread on the
table. 8Then you must put a red cloth over al
of these things. Then cover everything with
fine leather.* Then put the poles ;in the rings
of the table;.

9“Then they must cover the lampstand and
its lamps with a blue cloth. They must also
cover al the things used to keep the lamps
burning and &l the jars of oil that are used in

firstborn The first child born into a family. The firstborn son
was very important in ancient times.

1,365 shekels  Or, “35 pounds.”

official measure  Literally, “temple shekel.”

Meeting Tent  The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.

Holy Box of the Agreement  Also called “ark of the Covenant,”
the box containing the flat stones with the Ten
Commandments written on them. These were proof of the
Agreement between God and the peaple of Isragl.

fine leather A specia kind of |eather made from the skin of an
animal likethe seal or sea cow.

NUMBERS 3:494:19

the lamps. 10Then wrap everything in fine
leather.* Then they must put all these things
on poles used for carrying them.

11*They must spread a blue cloth over the
golden atar. They must cover that with fine
leather.* Then they must put the poles for
carrying it in the rings on the altar,.

12*Then they must gather together al the
specia things that are used for worship in the
Holy Place* They must gather them together
and wrap them in ablue cloth. Then they must
cover that with fine leather.* They must put
these things on aframe for carrying them.

13*They must clean the ashes out of the
[bronze, altar and spread a purple cloth over it.
14Then they must gather together all the things
that are used for worship at the altar. These
are the fire pans, forks, shovels, and the
bowls. They must put these things on the
(bronze, altar. Then they must spread a
covering of fine leather* over the atar. They
must put the poles for carrying it in the rings
onthealtar,.

15*Aaron and his sons must finish covering
al the holy things in the Holy Place.* Then
the men from the Kohath family can go in and
begin carrying those things. In this way, they
will not touch the Holy Place and die.

16“Eleazar son of Aaron the priest will be
responsible for the Holy Tent.* He will be
responsible for the Holy Place* and for
everything in it. He will be responsible for the
oil for the lamp, the sweet-smelling incense,*
the daily offering,* and the anointing oil.*”

17The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 18Be
careful! Don't let these Kohathite men be
destroyed. 19Y ou must do these things so that
the Kohathite men can go near the Most Holy
Place* and not die. Aaron and his sons must

Holy Place  Oneof the roomsin the Holy Tent.

Holy Tent Or, “tabernacle,” the tent where God came to live
among his people.

incense  Specia dried tree sap. Burned to make a sweet-smelling
smoke, it was offered as a gift to God.

daily offering  Offerings that were placed twice each day in the
Holy Place as a gift to God.

anointing il  Olive oil that was poured on people or things to
show they were chosen for a special work or purpose.

Most Holy Place The room inside the Holy Tent where the
Holy Box was kept.
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go in and show each Kohathite man what to
do. They must give each man the things he
needs to carry. 20If you do not do this, then the
Kohathite men might go in and look at the
holy things. If they look at those things, even
for amoment, then they must die.”

The Jobs of the Gershon Family

21The Lord said to Moses, 22*Count al the
people of the Gershon family. List them by
family and family group. 23Count al the men
who are from 30 to 50 years old that served in
the army. These men will have the job of
caring for the Meeting Tent.*

24This is what the Gershonite family must
do and the things they must carry: 25They must
carry the curtains of the Holy Tent,* the
Meeting Tent, its covering, and the covering
made from fine leather.* They must aso carry
the curtain a the entrance of the Meeting Tent.
26They must carry the curtains of the courtyard
that are around the Holy Tent and the altar.
And they must carry the curtain for the
entrance of the courtyard. They must also carry
al of the ropes and all the things that are used
with the curtains. The Gershonite men will be
responsible for anything that needs to be done
with these things. 27Aaron and his sons will
watch all the work that is done. Everything the
Gershonite people carry and the other work
they do will be watched by Aaron and his sons.
You mugt tell them all the things that they are
respongible for carrying. 28Thisis the work that
the men of the Gershonite family group must
do for the Meeting Tent. Ithamar son of Aaron
the priest will be responsible for their work.”

The Jobs of the Merari Family

29“Count al of the men in the families and
family groups in the Merari family group.
30Count all the men who are from 30 to 50
years old and served in the army. These men

Most Holy Place The room inside the Holy Tent where the
Holy Box was kept.

Meeting Tent  The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.

Holy Tent Or, “tabernacle,” the tent where God came to live
among his people.

fine leather A specia kind of |eather made from the skin of an
animal likethe seal or seacow.
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will do a specia work for the Meeting Tent.*
31When you travel, it is their job to carry the
frames of the Meeting Tent. They must carry
the braces, the posts, and the bases. 32They
must also carry the posts that are around the
courtyard. They must carry the bases, the tent
pegs, the ropes, and everything that is used for
the poles around the courtyard. List the names
and tell each man exactly what he must carry.
3These are the things that the people from the
Merari family will do to serve in the work for
the Meeting Tent. Ithamar son of Aaron the
priest will be responsible for their work.”

The Levite Families

34Moses, Aaron, and the leaders of the
people of Isragl counted the Kohathite peaple.
They counted them by families and family
groups. 35They counted all the men from 30 to
50 years old that served in the army. These
men were given special work to do for the
Meeting Tent.*

36There were 2,750 men in the Kohath
family group that were qualified to do this
work. 37So these men from the Kohath family
group were given their special work to do for
the Meeting Tent.* Moses and Aaron did this
the way the Lord had told Moses to do.

38Also, the Gershonite family group was
counted. 3%All the men from 30 to 50 years
old that served in the army were counted.
These men were given their special work to
do for the Meeting Tent.* 40There were 2,630
men in the families of the Gershon family
group that were qualified. 41So these men
from the Gershon family group were given
their special work to do for the Meeting Tent.
Moses and Aaron did this the way the Lord
had told Moses to do.

42Als0, the men in the families and family
groups of the Merari family were counted.
43Al1 the men from 30 to 50 years old that
had served in the army were counted. These
men were given their special work to do for
the Meeting Tent.* 44There were 3,200 men
in the families of the Merari family group that
were qualified. 45So these men from the
Merari family group were given their special
work. Moses and Aaron did this the way the
Lord told Moses to do.
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46S0 Moses, Aaron, and the leaders of the
people of Israel counted all the people in
Levi’s family group. They had counted each
family and each family group. 47All the men
between the ages of 30 and 50 that served in
the army were counted. These men were given
a special work to do for the Meeting Tent.*
They did the work of carrying the Meeting
Tent when they traveled. 48The total number
was 8,580.

43S0, each man was counted like the Lord
commanded Moses. Each man was given his
own work and told what he must carry. This
was done just like the Lord commanded.

Rules About Cleanliness

The Lord said to Moses, 2 command the

people of Israel to keep their camp free
from sickness and disease. Tell the people to
send away from the camp any person who has
a bad skin disease* Tell them to send away
from the camp any person who has a
discharge* And tell them to send away from
their camp any person who has touched a dead
body. 3It doesn’t matter if that person isaman
or awoman, send them away from your camp.
Send them away so that they will not cause
any more sickness and disease. | am living
among you in your camp.”

4S0 the people of Israel obeyed God's
command. They sent those people outside the
camp. They did what the Lord had
commanded to Moses.

Paying for Doing Wrong

5The Lord said to Moses, 6“Tell this to the
people of Isradl: A person might do something
bad to another person. (When someone does bad
things to other people, he is really sinning
against God.) That person is guilty. 7So that
person must confess (tell about) the sin he has
done. Then that person must fully pay for that
wrong thing he did. And he must add one-fifth

Meeting Tent The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.

bad skin disease Or, “leprosy.” The Hebrew word includes
many kinds of skin diseases.

discharge  Fluid from a person’s body, including pus from sores,
aman’s semen, or awoman's period flow.
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to the payment and give it dl to the person he
had done wrong to. 8 But maybe the person he
did wrong to is dead. And; maybe that dead
person doesn't have any close relatives to take
the payment. In that case, the person who did
wrong will give the payment to the Lord. That
person will give the full payment to the priest.
The priest must sacrifice the ram that makes
people pure. This ram must be sacrificed to
cover over the sins of the person who did wrong.
But the priest can keep the rest of the payment.

9“1t one of the people of Israel gives a
special gift ;to God, then the priest that
accepts that gift can keep it. It is his. 10A
person doesn't have to give these specid gifts.
But if he gives them, then the gifts belong to
the priest.”

Suspicious Husbands

UThen the Lord said to Moses, 12°Tell these
things to the people of Israel: A man's wife
might be unfaithful to him. 13She might have
sexud relations with another man and hide this
from her husband. And there might not be
anyone to tell him that she did this sin. Her
husband might never know about the wrong
thing she did. And the woman might not tell
her husband about her sin. 14But the husband
might begin to suspect that his wife sinned
against him. He might become jealous. He
might begin to believe that she is not pure and
true to him. 251f that happens, then he must take
his wife to the priest. The husband must also
take an offering of 8 cups® of barley flour. He
must not pour oil or incense* on the barley
flour. This barley flour isagrain offering to the
Lord. It is given because the husband isjed ous.
This offering will show that he believesthat his
wife has been unfaithful to him.

16“The priest will take the woman before
the Lord and make her stand there. 17Then the
priest will take some special water and put it
inaclay jar. The priest will put some dirt from
the floor of the Holy Tent into the water.
18The priest will force the woman to stand
before the Lord. Then he will loosen her hair

8cups Literaly, “1/10 ephah.”
incense  Special dried tree sap. Burned to make a sweet-smelling
smoke, it was offered as a gift to God.
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and put the grain offering in her hand. Thisis
the barley flour that her husband gave because
he was jealous. At the same time, he will hold
the clay jar of special water. Thisisthe specia
water that brings trouble to the woman.

19*Then the priest will tell the woman that
she must not lie. She must promise to tell the
truth. The priest will say to her: ‘If you have
not slept with another man, and if you have not
sinned against your husband while you were
married to him, then this water that causes
trouble will not hurt you. 20But if you have
sinned against your husband—if you had
sexual relations with a man who is not your
husband—then you are not pure. 21f that is
true, then you will have much trouble when you
drink this special water. Y ou will not be able to
have any children. And if you are pregnant
now, your baby will die* Then your people
will leave you and say bad things about you.’

“Then the priest must tell the woman to
make a special promise to the Lord. The
woman must agree that these bad things will
happen to her if she lies. 22The priest must
say, ‘You must drink this water that causes
trouble. If you have sinned, you will not be
able to have children and any baby you have
will die before it is born.” And the woman
should say: ‘| agreeto do asyou say.

23*The priest should write those warnings
on a scroll.* Then he should wash the words
off into the water. 24Then the woman must
drink the water that brings trouble. This water
will enter her and, |if she is guilty,; it will
cause her much suffering.

25“Then the priest will take the grain
offering from her (the offering for jealousy)
and raise it before the Lord. Then he will
carry it to the dtar.* 26The priest will fill his
hands with some of the grain and put it on the
dtar and let it burn there. After that, he will
tell the woman to drink the water. 27If the
woman has sinned against her hushand, then
the water will bring her trouble. The water

You will ... die Literaly, “Your loins will fall and your belly
will swell.”

sroll - Along roll of leather or papyrus (paper) used for writing
hooks, letters, and legal documents.

atar A tableor raised area used for offering sacrifices.
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will go into her body and cause her much
suffering. Any baby that is in her will die
before it is born, and she will never be able to
have children. All the people will turn against
her.* 28But if the woman has not sinned
againgt her husband and she is pure, then the
priest will say that she is not guilty. Then she
will be normal, and able to have children.

29“So that is the law about jealousy. That is
what you should do when a woman sins
against her husband while she is married to
him. 300r if the man becomes jealous and
suspects his wife has sinned against him, then
that is what the man should do. The priest
must tell the woman to stand before the Lord.
Then the priest will do al those things. Thisis
the law. 31The husband will not be guilty of
doing anything wrong. But the woman will
suffer if she has sinned.”

Nazirites

The Lord said to Moses, 2“Tell these

things to the people of Israel: A man or a
woman might want to separate from other
people for a time. This special time of
separation allows a person to give himself
totally to the Lord for atime. That person will
be called a Nazirite* 3During that time, that
person must not drink any wine or other
strong drink. The person must not drink
vinegar that is made from wine or from other
strong drink. That person must not drink
grape juice or eat grapes or raisins. 4That
person must not eat anything that comes from
grapes during that specia time of separation.
That person must not even eat the seeds or the
skins from grapes.

5*That person must not cut his hair during
that special time of separation. He must be
holy until the time that his separation is ended.
He must let his hair grow long. That person’s
hair is a special part of his promise to God.
\He will give that hair as a gift to God.; So,
that person must let his hair grow long until
the time of separation is ended.

All ... turn against her Literally, “She will be like a curse
among the people.”

Nazirite A person who has made a special promise to God. The
name s from a Hebrew word meaning, “to separate from.”
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6“A Nazirite* must not go near a dead body
during that special time of separation. Why?
Because that person has given himself fully to
the Lord. "Even if his own father or mother or
brother or gister dies, he must not touch them.
This would make him unclean. He must show
that he is separated and has given himsdlf fully
to God. 8During the whole time of his
separation, heisgiving himsdf fully to the Lord.

%It might happen that the Nazirite* is with
another person who dies suddenly. |If the
Nazirite touches this dead man, the Nazirite
will become unclean.*; If that happens, then
the Nazirite must shave the hair from his head.
(That hair was part of his specia promise) He
must cut his hair on the seventh day, because
on that day he is made clean.* 10Then on the
eighth day, that Nazirite must bring two doves
and two young pigeons to the priest. He must
give them to the priest a the entrance of the
Meeting Tent.* 11Then the priest will offer one
as a an offering. He will offer the other as a
burnt offering. The burnt offering will be a
payment for the Nazirite's sin. (He sinned
because he was near adead body.) At that time,
the person will again promise to give the hair
on his head as a gift to God. 12This means that
person must again give himself to the Lord for
another time of separation. That person must
bring a one-year-old male lamb. He must give
this lamb as a guilt offering. All of the days
that he was separated are forgotten. The man
must start over with a new time of separation.
This must be done because he touched a dead
body during hisfirst time of separation.

13“After his time of separation is ended, a
Nazirite must go to the entrance of the
Meeting Tent* 14and give his offering to the
Lord. His offering must be:

A one-year-old male [amb with nothing
wrong with it for aburnt offering;

Nazirite A person who has made a special promise to God. The
name s from a Hebrew word meaning, “to separate from.”

unclean  Not pure or not acceptable to God for worship.

clean Pure or acceptable to God for worship.

Megting Tent The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.
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A one-year-old female lamb with nothing
wrong with it for asin offering;

One ram with nothing wrong with it for a
fellowship offering;

15 A basket of bread made without yeast
(cakes made with fine flour mixed
with ail).

Qil must be spread on these cakes.
The grain offerings and drink offerings
that are apart of these gifts.

16“The priest will give these things to the
Lord. And then the priest will make the sin
offering and the burnt offering. 17The priest
will give the basket of bread without yeast to
the Lord. Then he will kill the ram as a
fellowship offering to the Lord. He will give it
to the Lord with the grain offering and the
drink offering.

18*The Nazirite* must go to the entrance of
the Meeting Tent.* There he must shave off
his hair that he grew for the Lord. That hair
will be put in the fire that is burning under the
sacrifice of the fellowship offering.

19* After the Nazirite* has cut off his hair,
then the priest will give him a boiled shoulder
from the ram and alarge and asmall cake from
the basket. Both of these cakes are made
without yeast. 20Then the priest will wave these
things before the Lord. Thisis awave offering.
These things are holy and belong to the priest.
Also, the breast and the thigh from the ram are
waved before the Lord. These things also
belong to the priest. After that, the Nazirite
man can drink wine.

21*Those are the rules for a person who
decides to make the Nazirite* promise. That
person must give al of those giftsto the Lord.
But a person might be able to give much more
to the Lord. If a person promises to do more,
then he must keep his promise. But he must
give a least al the things listed in these rules
for the Nazirite promise.”

The Priests’ Blessings
22The Lord said to Moses, 23“Tell Aaron
and his sons that this is the way they should
bless the people of Isragl. They should say:
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24 May the Lord bless you and keep you.
25 May the Lord be good to you*
and show you his kindness.
%6 May the Lord answer your prayerst
and give you peace.”

27Then the Lord said, “In that way, Aaron
and his sons will use my name to give a
blessing to the people of Israel. And I will
blessthem.”

Dedicating the Holy Tent

Moses finished setting up the Holy Tent.*

On that day, he dedicated it to the Lord.
Moses anointed* the Tent and al the things in
it. Moses also anointed the dtar* and al the
things used with it. This showed that these
things should be used only for worshiping the
Lord.

2Then the leaders of Israel gave offerings
to the Lord. These men were the heads of
their families and leaders of their family
groups. These were the same men who were
in charge of counting the people. 3These
leaders brought gifts to the Lord. They
brought six covered wagons and twelve cows
for pulling the wagons. (One cow was given
by each leader. Each leader joined with
another leader to give one wagon.) The
leaders gave these things to the Lord at the
Holy Tent.

4The Lord said to Moses, 5*Accept these
gifts from the leaders. These gifts can be used
in the work of the Meeting Tent.* Give these
things to the Levite men. This will help them
do their work.”

6So Moses accepted the wagons and the
cows. He gave these things to the Levite men.
"He gave two carts and four cows to the men
in Gershon's group. They needed the wagons

May ... toyou Literdly, “May the Lord make his face shine
onyou.”

May ... prayers Literaly, “May the Lord lift hisface to you.”

Holy Tent Or, “tabernacle,” the tent where God came to live
among his people.

anoint(ed) To pour olive ail on people or things to show they
are chosen for aspecial work or purpose.

atar A tableor raised area used for offering sacrifices.

Megting Tent  The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.
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and the cows for their work. 8Then Moses
gave four wagons and eight cows to the men
in Merari’s group. They needed the wagons
and cows for their work. Ithamar son of Aaron
the priest was responsible for the work of all
these men. SMoses did not give any cows or
wagons to the men in Kohath's group. Why?
Because their job was to carry the holy things
on their shoulders.

10Moses anointed* the altar.* That same
day, the leaders brought their offerings for
dedicating the atar. They gave their offerings
to the Lord at the altar. 11The Lord told
Moses, “Each day one leader must bring his
gift for dedicating the altar.”

12-83*  Each of the twelve leaders brought
his gifts. These are the gifts;,

Each leader brought one silver plate that
weighed 3 1/4 pounds.* Each leader brought
one silver bow! that weighed 1 3/4 pounds.*
Both of these gifts were weighed by the
official measure.* The bowl and the plate
were each filled with fine flour mixed with oil.
This was to be used as a grain offering. Each
leader also brought a large gold spoon that
weighed about 4 ounces.* The spoon was
filled with incense.*

Each leader also brought 1 young bull, 1
ram, and 1 male lamb a year old. These
animals were for a burnt offering. Each leader
aso brought 1 male goat to be used as a sin
offering. Each leader brought 2 cows, 5 rams,
5 male goats, and 5 male lambs a year old.
All of these things were sacrificed for a
fellowship offering.

On the first day, the leader of Judah’s
family group, Nahshon son of Amminadab
brought his gifts.

On the second day, the leader of Issachar,
Nethanel son of Zuar brought his gifts.

Verses 12-83 In the Hebrew text each leader's gift is listed
separately. But the text is the same for each gift, so it has been
merged for easier reading.

314 pounds Or, “130 shekels.”

13/4pounds Or, “70 shekels”

official measure Literally, “holy shekel,” the standard of
measure used in the tabernacle and the temple.

4ounces Or, “10 shekels”

incense  Special dried tree sap. Burned to make a sweet-smelling
smoke, it was offered as a gift to God.
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On the third day, the leader of the people of
Zebulun, Eliab son of Helon brought his gifts.

On the fourth day, the leader of the people of
Reuben, Elizur son of Shedeur brought his gifts.

On the fifth day, the leader of the people of
Simeon, Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai
brought his gifts.

On the sixth day, the leader of the people of
Gad, Eliasaph son of Deuel* brought his gifts.

On the seventh day, the leader of the people
of Ephraim, Elishama son of Ammihud
brought his gifts.

On the eighth day, the leader of the people
of Manasseh, Gamaliel son of Pedahzur
brought his gifts.

On the ninth day, the |leader of the people
of Benjamin, Abidan son of Gideoni brought
his gifts.

On the tenth day, the leader of the people
of Dan, Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai brought
his gifts.

On the eleventh day, the leader of the
people of Asher, Pagiel son of Ocran brought
his gifts.

On the twelfth day, the leader of the people
of Naphtali, Ahirason of Enan brought his gifts.

84S0 dl those things were the gifts from the
leaders of the people of Israel. They brought
those things during the time that Moses
dedicated the altar* by anointing* it. They
brought 12 silver plates, 12 silver bowls, and 12
gold spoons. &Each silver plate weighed about
3 1/4 pounds.* And each bowl weighed about 1
3/4 pounds.* The silver plates and the silver
bowls together al weighed about 60 pounds,*
using the official measure* 8The 12 gold
spoons filled with incense* weighed 4 ounces*
each, using the officid measure. The 12 gold
spoonsall together weighed about 3 pounds.*

Deuel Or, “Reud.”

altar A table or raised area used for offering sacrifices.

anoint  To pour olive cil on people or things to show they are
chosen for aspecia work or purpose.

314 pounds Or, “130 shekels.”

13/4pounds Or, “70 shekels.”

60 pounds  Or, “2,400 shekels.”

official measure Literally, “holy shekel,” the standard of
measure used in the tabernacle and the temple.

incense  Specia dried tree sap. Burned to make a sweet-smelling
smoke, it was offered as a gift to God.

4ounces Or, “10 shekels”

3pounds  Or, “120 shekels.”

NUMBERS 7:84-8:7

87The total number of animals for the burnt
offering was 12 bulls, 12 rams, and 12 one-
year-old male lambs. There were also the
grain offerings that must be given with those
offerings. And there were 12 male goats that
were used for asin offering to the Lord. 88The
leaders also gave animals to be killed and used
as a fellowship offering. The total number of
these animals was 24 bulls, 60 rams, 60 male
goats, and 60 one-year-old male lambs. In this
way, they dedicated the altar after Moses
anointed* it.

89Moses went into the Meeting Tent* to
speak to the Lord. At that time, he heard the
Lord's voice speaking to him. The voice was
coming from the area between the two Cherub
angels on the specia cover* on top of the Box
of the Agreement.* | This was the way; God
spoke to Moses.

The Lampstand

The Lord said to Moses, 2Tell Aaron to

put the seven lamps in the place | showed
you. Those lamps will light the area in front of
the lampstand.”

3Aaron did this. Aaron put the lamps in the
right place and faced them so that they lighted
the area in front of the lampstand. He obeyed
the command that the Lord gave Moses. 4This
is how the lampstand was made: It was made
from hammered gold, all the way from the
gold base at the bottom; to the gold flowers at
the top,. It ooked just like the pattern that the
Lord had shown to Moses.

Dedicating the Levites

SThe Lord said to Moses, ¢ Separate the
Levites from the other people of Israel. Make
those Levites clean.* 7Thisiswhat you should

anoint  To pour olive oil on people or things to show they are
chosen for a specia work or purpose.

Meeting Tent  The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.

cover Also caled “mercy seat.” The Hebrew word can mean
“lid,” “cover," or “place where sins are forgiven.”

Box of the Agreement  Holy Box or “ark of the Covenant,” the
box containing the flat stones with the Ten Commandments
written on them and other things that proved God was with the
people of Isragl during their timein the Sinal Desert.

clean Pure or acceptahle to God for worship.
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do to make them pure. Sprinkle the specia
water from the sin offering* on them. This
water will make them pure. Then they must
shave their bodies and wash their clothes. This
will make their bodies clean.

8The Levite men must take a young bull
and the grain offering that must be offered
with it. This grain offering will be flour mixed
with ail. Then take another young bull for asin
offering. ®Bring the Levite people to the area
in front of the Meeting Tent.* Then bring al
the people of Israel together at that place.
10Bring the L evite people before the Lord. The
people of Isragl will put their hands on them.*
1Then Aaron will give the Levite people to
the Lord—they will be like an offering to God.
In this way, the Levite people will be ready to
do their specia work for the Lord.

12*Tell the Levite people to put their hands
on the heads of the bulls. One bull will be a
sin offering to the Lord. The other bull will be
used as a burnt offering to the Lord. These
offerings will make the Levite people pure.*
13Tell the Levite people to stand in front of
Aaron and his sons. Then give the Levite men
to the Lord. They will be like a wave offering.
14This will make the Levite people holy—iit
will show that they will be used in a specia
way for God;. They will be different from the
other people of Israel. The Levite people will
belong to me.

15*So make the Levite people pure.* And
give them to the Lord. They will be like a
wave offering. After you do this they can
come and do their work at the Meeting Tent.*
16The Israelite people will give me the
Levites. They will belong to me. In the past, |
told every Israelite family to give me their
firstborn* son. But now | am taking the Levite

water from the sin offering In this water were the ashes from
the red cow that had been burnt on the atar asa sin offering.

Meeting Tent  The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.

put their hands on them  This showed the people shared in
appointing the L evite people to their special work.

make ... pure Literaly, “make atonement.” The Hebrew word
means “to cover,” “to hide” or “to erase Sins.”

firstborn  The first child born into a family. The firstborn son
was very important in ancient times.
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people in place of those firstborn sons from
the other families in Israel. 17Every firstborn
malein Israel ismine. It doesn't matter if it is
aman or animal, it is still mine. Why?
Because | killed al the firstborn children and
animals in Egypt. And I chose to take the
firstborn sons to belong to me. 18But now |
will take the Levite people in their place. | will
take the Levite people in place of al the
firstborn sons from the other familiesin Israel.
191 chose the L evite people from among all the
people of Israel. And | give them as gifts to
Aaron and his sons. | want them to do the
work at the Meeting Tent. They will serve for
al the people of Israel. They will help make
the sacrifices that make the people of Israel
pure. Then no great sickness or trouble will
come to the people of Israel when they come
near the holy place.”

20So Moses, Aaron, and all the people of
Israel obeyed the Lord. They did with the
Levite people everything that the Lord
commanded Moses. 21The Levites washed
themselves and their clothes. Then Aaron
gave them to the Lord like wave offerings.
Aaron gave the offerings that covered their
sins and made them pure. 22After that, the
Levite people came to the Meeting Tent* to
do their work. Aaron and his sons watched
them. They were responsible for the work of
the Levite people. Aaron and his sons did the
things that the Lord told Moses.

23Then the Lord said to Moses, 2“This is a
special command for the Levite people: Every
Levite man who is 25 years old or older must
come and share in the work at the Meeting
Tent.* 25But when a man is 50 years old, he
must retire from this work. He will not need to
work again. 26Those men 50 years old or older
can help their brothers with their work at the
Meeting Tent. But those men must not do the
work themselves. You must do these things
when you choose L evite men to do their work.”

Passover

The Lord spoke to Moses in the Sinai
desert. This was during the first month of
the second year after the people of Isragl came
out of Egypt. The Lord said to Moses, 2*Tell
the people of Israel to celebrate Passover a the
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chosen time—3they must eat the Passover*
med at twilight* on the 14th day of this month.
They must do this at the chosen time, and they
must follow all the rules about Passover.”

4S0 Moses told the people of Israel to
celebrate Passover.* SThe people did this in
the Sinal desert at twilight* on the 14th day of
the first month. The Israglites did everything
just like the Lord commanded M oses.

6But some of the people could not celebrate
Passover* that day. They were unclean*
because they had touched a dead body. So
they went to Moses and Aaron that day.
Those people said to Moses, “We touched a
person’s dead body and became unclean. The
priests stopped us from giving gifts to the
Lord at the chosen time. So we can't
\celebrate Passover; with the other people of
Israel! | What should we do?,"

8Moses said to them, “I will ask the Lord
what he says about this.”

9Then the Lord said to Moses, 10Tel| these
things to the people of Isragl: This rule will be
for you and your descendants.* Maybe a person
is not able to celebrate Passover* at the right
time. Maybe that person is unclean* because he
touched a dead body. Or maybe that person was
away on atrip. 11That person will till be able
to celebrate Passover at another time;. That
person must celebrate Passover at twilight* on
the 14th day of the second month. At that time,
he must eat the lamb, the bread made without
yeast, and the bitter herbs. 12That person must
not leave any of that food until the next
morning. And that person must not break any of
the bones of the lamb. That person must follow
dl the rules about Passover. 13But any person
who is able must celebrate Passover at the right
time. If he is clean* and he is not away on a
trip, then he has no excuse. If that person does
not celebrate Passover at the right time, then he
must be separated from his people. He is guilty

Passover  Important Jewish holy day. They ate a specia med on
this day every spring to remember that God freed them from
davery in Egypt.

twilight - The time after the sun goes down, but before dark.

unclean Not pure or not acceptable to God for worship.

descendants A person’s children and their future families.

clean Pure or acceptable to God for worship.

NUMBERS 9:3-23

and must be punished! Why? Because he did
not give the Lord hisgift a theright time.

14“A foreigner living among you might
want to share in the Lord's Passover* with
you. This is allowed, but that person must
follow all the rules about Passover. The same
rules are for everyone.”

The Cloud and the Fire

150n the day the Holy Tent,* the Tent of
the Agreement, was set up, the Lord's cloud
covered it. At night, the cloud over the Holy
Tent looked like fire. 16The cloud stayed over
the Holy Tent all the time. And at night the
cloud looked like fire. 17"When the cloud
moved from its place over the Holy Tent, the
Israelites followed it. When the cloud stopped,
that is the place where the people of Israel
camped. 18This was the way the Lord showed
the people of Isragl when to move and when
to stop and set up camp. While the cloud
stayed over the Holy Tent, the people
continued to camp in that same place.
19Sometimes the cloud would stay over the
Holy Tent for a long time. The Israelites
obeyed the Lord and did not move.
20Sometimes the cloud was over the Holy
Tent for only a few days. So the people
obeyed the Lord’s command—they followed
the cloud when it moved. 21Sometimes the
cloud stayed only during the night—the next
morning the cloud moved. So the people
gathered their things and followed it. If the
cloud moved, during the day or during the
night, then the people followed it. 22If the
cloud stayed over the Holy Tent for two days,
or amonth, or a year, the people continued to
obey the Lord. They stayed at that place and
did not leave until the cloud moved. Then
when the cloud rose from its place and moved,
the people also moved. 23So the people
obeyed the Lord’s commands. They camped
when the Lord told them to. And they moved
when the Lord told them to. The people
watched carefully and obeyed the Lord's
commands to Moses.

Holy Tent Or, “tabernacle,” the tent where God came to live
among his people.
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The Silver Trumpets

The Lord said to Moses: 2*Make two
trumpets. Use silver and hammer it to

make the trumpets. These trumpets will be for
calling the people together and for telling
them when it is time to move the camp. 3If
you blow long blasts on both trumpets, then
all the people must meet together at the
entrance of the Meeting Tent.* 4But if you
blow long blasts on only one trumpet, then
only the leaders will come to meet with you.
(These are the leaders of the twelve family
groups of Israel.)

5“Short blasts on the trumpets will be the
way to tell the people to move the camp.
The first time you blow a short blast on the
trumpets, the family groups camping on the
east Side of the Meeting Tent, must begin to
move. 6The second time you blow a short blast
on the trumpets, the family groups camping on
the south side of the Meeting Tent; will begin
to move. 7But if you want to gather the people
together for a special meeting, then blow the
trumpets in a different way—blow a long
steady blast on the trumpets. 80nly Aaron’s
sons, the priests, should blow the trumpets.
Thisis alaw for you that will continue
forever, for generations to come.

9If you are fighting an enemy in your own
land, then blow loudly on the trumpets before
you go to fight them. The Lord your God will
hear you, and he will save you from your
enemies. 10A[so you should blow these
trumpets for your special meetings, new moon
days, and al your happy times together. Blow
the trumpets when you give your burnt
offerings and fellowship offerings. This will
be a specia way for the Lord your God to
remember you. | command you to do this; |
am the Lord your God.”

The People of Israel Move Their Camp

110n the 20th day of the second month of
the second year after the people of Israel left
Egypt, the cloud rose from above the Tent of
the Agreement.* 12So the people of Israel

Meeting Tent  The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.

Tent of the Agreement  The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the
Box of the Agreement was kept.
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began their journeys. They left the Sinai
desert and traveled until the cloud stopped in
the desert of Paran. 13This was the first time
the people moved their camp. They moved it
the way the Lord commanded M oses.

14The three groups* from Judah’'s camp
went first. They traveled under their flag. The
first group was Judah’s family group.
Nahshon son of Amminadab was the
commander of that group. 15Next came
Issachar’s family group. Nethanel son of Zuar
was the commander of that group. 16And then
came Zebulun's family group. Eliab son of
Helon was the commander of that group.

17Then the Holy Tent* was taken down.
And the men from the Gershon and the Merari
families carried the Holy Tent. So the people
from these families were next in line.

18Then came the three groups* from
Reuben’s camp. They traveled under their
flag. The first group was Reuben’s family
group. Elizur son of Shedeur was the
commander of that group. 19Next came
Simeon’s family group. Shelumiel son of
Zurishadda was the commander of that group.
20And then came Gad's family group.
Eliasaph son of Deuel* was the commander of
that group. 21Then came the people from the
Kohath family. They carried the holy things
[from inside the Holy Place,. These people
came at this time so that the other people
could set up the Holy Tent* and make it ready
at the new camp, before these people arrived.

22Next came the three groups from
Ephraim’s camp. They traveled under their flag.
The first group was Ephraim’s family group.
Elishama son of Ammihud was the commander
of that group. 23Next came Manasseh's family
group. Gamaliel son of Pedahzur was the
commander of that group. 24Then came
Benjamin’s family group. Abidan son of
Gideoni was the commander of that group.

25The last three family groups in the line
were the rear guard for all the other family

group(s) Or, “division(s).” This is a military term that shows
Israel was organized like an army.

Holy Tent Or, “tabernacle,” the tent where God came to live
among his people.

Deuel  Or, “Reuel.”
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groups. These were the groups from Dan’'s
camp. They traveled under their flag. The first
group was Dan's family group. Ahiezer son of
Ammishaddai was their commander. 26Next
came Asher’s family group. Pagiel son of
Ocran was the commander of that group.
27Then came Naphtali’s family group. Ahira
son of Enan was the commander of that group.
28That was the way the people of Israel
marched when they moved from place to place.

29Hobah was the son of Reue!, the Midianite.
(Reuel was Moses' father-in-law.) Moses said
to Hobab, “We are traveling to the land that
God promised to give to us. Come with us and
we will be good to you. The Lord has promised
good things to the people of Isragl.”

30But Hobab answered, “No, | will not go
with you. | will go back to my homeland and
to my own people.”

31Then Moses said, “Please don't leave us.
You know more about the desert than we do.
You can be our guide. 32If you come with us,
then we will share with you all the good
things that the Lord gives us.”

33, S0 Hobab agreed,; and they began
traveling from the mountain of the Lord. The
priests took the Box of the Lord's Agreement*
and walked in front of the people. They
carried the Holy Box for three days, looking
for a place to camp. 34The Lord's cloud was
over them every day. And when they left their
camp every morning, the cloud was there to
lead them.

35When the people lifted the Holy Box to
move the camp, Moses always said,

“Get up, Lord!
May your enemies be scattered.
May your enemies run away from you.”

36And when the Holy Box was put in its
place, Moses aways said,

“Come back, Lord,
to the millions of people of Israel.”

Box of the Lord’s Agreement Holy Box or ark of the
Covenant,” the box containing the flat stones with the Ten
Commandments written on them. These were proof of the
Agreement between God and the peaple of Isragl.

NUMBERS 10:26-11:13

The People Complain Again

1 The people started complaining about

their troubles. The Lord heard their
complaints. The Lord heard these things and
became angry. Fire from the Lord burned
among the people. The fire burned some of the
areas at the edge of the camp. 2So the people
cried to Moses for help. Moses prayed to the
Lord and the fire stopped burning. 3So that
place was called Taberah.* The people gave
the place that name because the Lord caused a
fireto burnin their camp.

The 70 Older Leaders

4The foreigners that had joined the people
of Israel began wanting other things to eat.
Soon all the people of Israel began
complaining again. The people said, “We want
to eat meat! SWe remember the fish we ate in
Egypt. That fish cost us nothing. We also had
good vegetables like cucumbers, melons,
chives, onions, and garlic. 6But now we have
lost our strength. We never eat anything—only
this mannal” 7(The manna was like small
coriander seeds, and it looked like gum from a
tree. 8The people gathered the manna. Then
they used rocks to crush it and cooked it in a
pot. Or they ground it into a flour and made
thin cakes with it. The cakes tasted like Sweet
cakes cooked with olive oil. 9The manna fell
on the ground each night when the ground
became wet with dew.)

10Moses heard the people complaining.
People from every family were sitting by their
tents and complaining. The Lord became very
angry, and this made Moses very upset.
11Moses asked the Lord, “Lord, why did you
bring this trouble on me? | am your servant.
What did | do wrong? What did | do to upset
you? Why did you give me responsibility over
al these people? 12Y ou know that | am not the
father of all these people. You know that | did
not give birth to them. But | must take care of
them, like anurse carrying a baby in her arms.
Why do you force me to do this? Why do you
force me to carry them to the land that you
promised to our fathers? 13 don’t have

Taberah  Thisname means“burning.”
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enough meat for all these people! And they
continue complaining to me. They say, ‘Give
us meat to eat!’ 14 cannot take care of all
these people alone. The burden is too heavy
for me. 15If you plan to continue giving me
their troubles, then kill me now. If you accept
me as your servant, then let me die now. Then
| will be finished with all my troubles!”

16The Lord said to Moses, “Bring to me 70
of the elders of Israel. These men are the
leaders among the people. Bring them to the
Meeting Tent.* Let them stand there with you.
17Then | will come down and speak with you
there. The Spirit* is on you now. But | will
aso give some of that Spirit* to them. Then
they will help you take care of the people. In
this way, you will not have to be responsible
for these people aone.

18“Tell these things to the people: Make
yourselves ready for tomorrow. Tomorrow
you will eat meat. The Lord heard you when
you cried. The Lord heard your words when
you said, ‘We need meat to eat! It was better
for us in Egypt!” So now the Lord will give
you meat. And you will eat it. 19Y ou will eat it
for more than one, or two, or five, or ten, or
even twenty days! 20Y ou will eat that meat for
a whole month. You will eat the meat until
you are sick of it. This will happen to you
because you complained against the Lord. The
Lord lives among you and knows what you
need. But you cried and complained to him!
Yousaid, ‘Why did we ever leave Egypt?”

2Moses said, “Lord, there are 600,000 men
walking around here. And you say, ‘I will
give them enough meat to eat for a whole
month!” 22If we were to kill al of the sheep
and cattle, then that would still not be enough
to feed this many people for a month. And if
we caught al the fish in the sea, it would not
be enough for them!”

23But the Lord said to Moses, “Don't limit
the power of the Lord! Y ou will seethat | can
dothethings| say | can do.”

2450 Moses went out to speak with the
people. Moses told them what the Lord said.

Meeting Tent  The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.
Spirit  Or, “spirit.”
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Then Moses gathered 70 of the elders (leaders)
together. Moses told them to stand around the
Tent. 25Then the Lord came down in the cloud
and spoke to Moses. The Spirit* was on
Moses. The Lord put that same Spirit on the 70
elders (leaders). After the Spirit came down on
them, they began to prophesy.* But that was
the only time these men ever did this.

26Two of the elders, Eldad and Medad, did
not go out to the Tent. Their names were on
the list of elders (leaders), but they stayed in
camp. But the Spirit also came on them, and
they began prophesying* in camp. 2A young
man ran and told Moses. The man said,
“Eldad and Medad are prophesying in camp.”

28Joshua son of Nun said to Moses,
“Moses, §ir, you must stop them!” (Joshua had
been Moses' helper since Joshua was a boy.)

29But Moses answered, “Are you afraid the
people will think that | am not the leader now?
| wish that all the Lord's people were able to
prophesy. | wish that the Lord would put his
Spirit* on al of them!” 30Then Moses and the
leaders of Israel went back to the camp.

The Quails Come

31Then the Lord made a powerful wind to
blow in from the sea. The wind blew quail*
into that area. The quail flew al around the
camp. There were so many quail that the
ground was covered. The quail were about
three feet deep on the ground. There were
quail in every direction as far as a man can
walk in one day. 32 The people went crazy!,
They went out and gathered quail al that day
and al that night. And they gathered quail al
the next day too! The smallest amount any
person gathered was 60 bushels. Then the
people spread the quail meat al around the
camp to dry in the sun,.

33People began to eat the meat, but the Lord
became very angry. While the meat was till in
their mouth, before the people could finish
eating it, the Lord caused the people to become
very sick. Many people died and were buried

prophesy Usually this means “to speak for God.” But here it
might mean that God's Spirit took control of these men in
some special way.

quail A kind of bird.
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in that place,, 34So the people named that place
Kibroth Hattaavah.* They gave the place that
name because that is the place they buried the
people who had the strong desire for meat.

35From Kibroth Hattaavah the people
traveled to Hazeroth and stayed there.

Miriam and Aaron Complain About Moses

1 Miriam and Aaron began to talk against

Moses. They criticized him because he
married an Ethiopian* woman. They thought
that it was not right for Moses to marry an
Ethiopian woman. 2They said to themselves,
“The Lord used Moses to speak to the people.
But Moses is not the only one. The Lord also
spoke through us!”

The Lord heard this. 3(Moses was a very
humble man. He did not boast or brag. He was
more humble than any other person on earth.)
430, suddenly, the Lord came and spoke to
Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. The Lord said,
“You three, come to the Meeting Tent,* now!”

S0 Moses, Aaron, and Miriam went to the
Tent. 5The Lord came down in the tall cloud
and stood at the entrance to the Tent. The
Lord called out, “Aaron and Miriam!” Aaron
and Miriam went to him. 6God said, “Listento
me! You will have prophets.* 1, the Lord, will
show myself to them in visions* | will speak
to them in dreams. 7But Moses is not like that.
Moses is my faithful servant—I trust him with
my whole house (family)! 8When | speak to
him, | talk face to face with him. | don't use
stories with hidden meanings—I show him
clearly the things | want him to know. And
Moses can look at the very image of the Lord.
So why were you brave enough to speak
againgt my servant Moses?’

9The Lord was very angry at them. The
Lord left them. 10The cloud rose from the
Tent. Aaron turned and looked at Miriam.

Kibroth Hattaavah This name means “Graves of Strong
Desire”

Ethiopian Or, “Cushite,” a person from Ethiopia, in Africa

Meeting Tent  The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.

prophet(s) A person caled by God to be specia servant. God
gave them messagesto tell the people.

vision(s) Something like a dream that God used to speak
to people.
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Her skin was white like snow—she had a
terrible skin disease!

UThen Aaron said to Moses, “Please, sir,
forgive us for the foolish sin that we did.
12Don't let her lose her skin like a baby that is
born dead.” (Sometimes a baby will be born
like that, with half of its skin eaten away.)

13S0 Moses prayed to the Lord, “God,
please hedl her from this sickness!”

14The Lord answered Moses, “If her father
spit in her face, then she would be shamed for
seven days. So put her outside the camp for
seven days. After that time, she \will become
well,. Then she can come back into the camp.”

1550 they took Miriam outside the camp for
seven days. And the people did not move from
that place until she was brought in again.
16After that, the people left Hazeroth and
traveled to the desert of Paran. The people

camped in that desert.
1 The Lord said to Moses, 2“Send some
men to explore the land of Canaan. This
is the land that | will give to the people of
Israel. Send one leader from each of the
twelve family groups.”
3S0 Moses obeyed the Lord’s command.
Moses sent out these leaders while the people
were camped in the desert of Paran. 4These
arethe names of those |eaders:

from Reuben’s family group—Shammua

The Spies Go to Canaan

son of Zaceur;
5 from Simeon’sfamily group—Shaphat
son of Hori;
6 from Judah's family group—Caleb son
of Jephunneh;
7 from Issachar’s family group—Igal son
of Joseph;
8 from Ephraim’s family group—Hosheg*
son of Nun;
9 from Benjamin'sfamily group—Palti son
of Raphu;
10 from Zebulun's family group—Gaddiel
son of Sodi;
11 from Joseph’s family group (Manasseh)—
Gaddi son of Sus;
Hoshea Or, “Joshua”
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12 from Dan's family group—Ammiel son
of Gemalli;

13 from Asher's family group—Sethur son
of Michael;

14 from Naphtali’sfamily group—Nahbi son
of Vophsi;

15 from Gad's family group—Geuel son
of Maki.

16Those are the names of the men that
Moses sent to look at and study the land.
(Moses called Hoshea son of Nun by another
name. Moses called him Joshua.)

17When Moses was sending them out to
explore Canaan, he said, “Go through the
Negev* and then into the hill country. 18See
what the land looks like. Learn about the
people who live there. Are they strong or are
they weak? Are they few or are they many?
191 earn about the land that they live in. Is it
good land or bad land? What kind of towns do
they live in? Do the towns have walls
protecting them? Are the towns strongly
defended? 20And learn other things about the
land. Is the dirt good for growing things, or is
it poor soil? Are there trees on the land? Also,
try to bring back some of the fruit from that
land.” (Thiswas during the time when the first
grapes should beripe)

2150 they went to explore the country. They
explored the area from the Zin desert to
Rehob and Lebo Hamath. 22They entered the
country through the Negev* and went to
Hebron. (The town of Hebron was built seven
years before the town of Zoan in Egypt.)
Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai lived there.
These men were descendants* of Anak.
23Then the men went to Eshcol Valley. There,
the men cut off a branch from a grapevine.
The branch had a bunch of grapes on it. They
put that branch on a pole. And two men
carried it between them. They also carried
some pomegranates,* and figs. 4That place is
called the Eshcol* Valley, because that is the

Negev  The desert area south of Judah.

descendants A person’s children and their future families.

pomegranates A red fruit with many small seedsinside it. Each
seed is covered with the soft, juicy part of the fruit.

Eshcol  This name is like the Hebrew word meaning “a bunch
of grapes”
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place where the men of Israel cut off the
bunch of grapes.

25The men explored that country for 40
days. Then they went back to the camp. 26The
people of Israel were camped near Kadesh, in
the desert of Paran. The men went to Moses
and Aaron and all the Israelite people. The
men told Moses, Aaron, and all the people
about the things they saw. And they showed
them the fruit from the land. 27The men told
Moses, “We went to the land where you sent
us. It isaland filled with many good things*!
Here is some of the fruit that grows there.
28But the people living there are very
powerful. The cities are very large. The cities
are strongly defended. We even saw some
Anakite* people there. 29The Amalekite
people live in the Negev.* The Hittites, the
Jebusites, and the Amorites live in the hill
country. The Canaanites live near the sea and
by the Jordan River.”

30Caleb told the people near Moses to be
quiet. Then Caleb said, “We should go up and
take that land for ourselves. We can easily
take that land.”

31But the men that had gone with him said,
“We can't fight those people! They are much
stronger than we are.” 32And those men told
al the people of Israel that they were not
strong enough to defeat the people in that
land. They said, “The land we saw is full of
strong people. Those people are strong enough
to easily defeat any person who goes there.
3We saw the giant Nephilim* people there!
(The descendants* of Anak come from the
Nephilim people.) They looked at us like we
were little grasshoppers. Yes, we were like

grasshoppers to them!”

1 That night all the people in the camp
began yelling loudly. 2The people of

Israel complained against Moses and Aaron.

The People Complain Again

filled with many good things Literally, “flowing with milk and
honey.”

Anakite These people were famous for being big, powerful
fighters.

Nephilim A famous family of tall and powerful fighting men.
See Gen. 6:2-4.
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All the people came together and said to
Moses and Aaron, “We should have died in
Egypt or in the desert. , That would have been
better than being killed in this new land.; 3Did
the Lord bring us to this new land to be killed
in war? The enemy will kill us and take our
wives and children! It would be better for us
to go back to Egypt.”

4Then the people said to each other, “Let's
choose another |eader and go back to Egypt.”

SMoses and Aaron bowed low to the
ground in front of al the people gathered
there. 6Joshua and Caleb became very upset.
(Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of
Jephunneh were two of the men who explored
the land.) "These two men said to al of the
people of Israel gathered there, “The land that
we saw is very good. 8It is a land filled with
many good things.* And if the Lord is pleased
with us, then he will lead us into that land.
And the Lord will give that land to us! 9So
don't turn againgt the Lord! Don't be afraid of
the people in that land. We can defeat them.
They have no protection, nothing to keep
them safe. But we have the Lord with us. So
don't be afraid!”

10Al1 of the people began talking about
killing Joshua and Caleb with stones. But the
Glory of the Lord* appeared over the Meeting
Tent* where al the people could seeit. 11The
Lord spoke to Moses. He said, “How long will
these people continue to turn against me?
They show that they don’t trust me. They
show that they don’t believe in my power.
They refuse to believe me, even after | have
shown them many powerful signs. | have done
many great things among them. 12| will kill
them all with aterrible sickness. | will destroy
them, and | will use you to make another
nation. And your nation will be greater and
stronger than these people.”

13Then Moses said to the Lord, “If you do
that, the Egyptians will hear about it! They

filled with many good things Literally, “flowing with milk and
honey.”

Glory of the Lord One of the forms God used when he
appeared to people. Here this might be a bright, shining light,
or it might be the tall cloud.

Megting Tent The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.

NUMBERS 14:3-24

know that you used your great power to bring
your people out of Egypt. 14And the people of
Egypt told the people in Canaan about it. They
dready know you are the Lord. They know
that you are with your people. They know that
the people saw you. Those people know about
the special cloud. They know you use the
cloud to lead your people during the day. And
they know the cloud becomes a fire to lead
your people at night. 15So you must not kill
these people now. If you kill them, then al the
nations that have heard about your power will
say, 16‘The Lord was not able to bring these
people into the land he promised them. So the
Lord killed them in the desert.’

17So now, Master, show your strength!
Show it the way you said you would! 18You
said, ‘The Lord is Slow to become angry. The
Lord is full of great love. The Lord forgives®
people who are guilty and break the law. But
the Lord always punishes people who are
guilty. The Lord punishes those people, and
he also punishes their children, their
grandchildren, and even their great-
grandchildren for those bad things!’* 19Now,
show your great love to these people. Forgive
their sin. Forgive them the same way you have
been forgiving them since the time they left
Egypt until now.”

20The Lord answered, “Yes, | will forgive
the people like you asked. 21But, | tell you the
truth. As surely as | live and as surely as my
power fills the whole earth, | make you this
promise! 22None of the people | led out of
Egypt will ever see the land of Canaan. Those
people saw my glory and the great signs that |
did in Egypt. And they saw the great things
that | did in the desert. But they disobeyed me
and tested me ten times. 23] made a promise to
their ancestors.* | promised that | would give
them that land. But none of these people who
turned against me will ever enter that land!
24But my servant Caleb was different. He

forgives Or, “spares”

But the Lord ... bad things Or, “The Lord credits the guilt of
the fathers to their children and grandchildren, to the third and
fourth generation.”

ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents,
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.
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follows me completely. So I will bring him
into the land that he has already seen. And his
people will get that land. 25The Amalekite and
the Canaanite people are living in the valley.
So tomorrow you must leave this place. Go
back to the desert on the road to the Red Sea.”

The Lord Punishes the People

26The Lord said to Moses and Aaron,
27*How long will these bad people continue to
complain against me? | have heard their
complaints and their griping. 28So tell them,
‘The Lord says that he will surely do all those
things to you that you complained about. This
is what will happen to you: 29You will die in
this desert. Every person who is 20 years old
or older and was counted as one of my people
will die. You complained against me, the
Lord. 30So none of you will ever enter and
live in the land that | promised to give you.
Only Caleb son of Jephunneh and Joshua son
of Nun will enter that land. 31Y ou were afraid
and complained that your enemiesin that new
land would take your children away from you.
But | tell you that | will bring those children
into the land. They will enjoy the things that
you refused to accept. 32As for you people,
you will dieinthis desert.

33*Your children will be shepherds here in
the desert for 40 years. They will suffer
because you were not faithful to me. They
must suffer until all of you lie dead in the
desert. 34For 40 years you will suffer for your
sins. (That is one year for each of the 40 days
that the men explored the land.) You will
know that it is a terrible thing for me to be
againgt you.

35| am the Lord, and | have spoken. And |
promise that | will do these things to al of
these evil people. These people have come
together against me. So they will al die here
in this desert.”

36Those men that Moses sent to explore the
new land were the ones that came back and
spread complaining among all the Israelite
people. Those men said that the people were
not strong enough to enter that land. 37Those
men were responsible for spreading the
trouble among the Israelite people. So the
Lord caused a sickness to kill al of those
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men. 38But Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son
of Jephunneh were among the men that were
sent out to explore the land. And the Lord
saved those two men. They did not get the
sickness that caused the other ten men to die.

The People Try to Go into Canaan

39Moses told all these things to the Israelite
people. The people were very, very sad.
40Early the next morning the people started to
go up to the high hill country. The people
said, “We have sinned. We are sorry that we
did not trust the Lord. We will go to the place
that the Lord promised.”

41But Moses said, “Why are you not
obeying the Lord’s command? Y ou will not be
successful! 42Don’t go into that land. The
Lord is not with you so your enemies will
easly defeat you. 43The Amalekite people and
Canaanite people will fight against you there.
You have turned away from the Lord. So he
will not be with you when you fight them.
And you will al bekilled in battle.”

44But the people did not believe Moses.
They went toward the high hill country. But
Moses and the Box of the Lord's Agreement*
did not go with the people. 45The Amalekite
people and the Canaanite people living in the
hill country came down and attacked the peaple
of Israel. The Amalekites and the Canaanites
easily defeated them and chased them al the

way to Hormah.
1 The Lord said to Moses, 2“ Speak to the
people of Isragl and say to them: | am
giving you aland to be your home. When you
enter that land, 3you must give special
offerings made by fire to the Lord. Their smell
will please the Lord. You will use your cows,
sheep, and goats for burnt offerings, sacrifices,
specia promises, special gifts, fellowship
offerings, or specia holidays.
4*At the time a person brings his offering, he
must also give agrain offering to the Lord. The

Rules About Sacrifices

Box of the Lord’s Agreement Holy Box or ark of the
Covenant,” the box containing the flat stones with the Ten
Commandments written on them. These were proof of the
Agreement between God and the peaple of Isragl.
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grain offering will be 8 cups* of fine flour
mixed with 1 quart* of olive ail. SEach time
you offer alamb as a burnt offering, you must
adso prepare aquart of wine asadrink offering.

6“If you are giving a ram, then you must
also prepare a grain offering. This grain
offering should be 16 cups* of fine flour
mixed with 1 1/4 quarts* of olive oil. 7And
you must prepare 1 1/4 quarts of wine as a
drink offering. Its smell will please the Lord.

8Y ou might prepare a young bull as a
burnt offering, a sacrifice, a fellowship
offering, or to keep a special promise to the
Lord. 9At that time, you must also bring a
grain offering with the bull. That grain
offering should be 24 cups* of fine flour
mixed with 2 quarts* of olive oil. 10Also bring
2 quarts of wine as a drink offering. This will
be an offering made by fire. Its smell will
please the Lord. 11Each bull or ram, or lamb
or young goat that you give to the Lord must
be prepared in this way. 12Do this for every
one of these animals that you give.

13*That is the way every citizen of Israel
must give the offerings made by fire to please
the Lord. 14Foreigners will live anong you. If
those people give offerings made by fire to
please the Lord, then they must offer them the
same way you do. 15The same rules will be for
everyone—the people of Israel and the
foreignersliving in your country. This law will
continue forever. You and the people living
among you will be the same before the Lord.
16This means that you must follow the same
laws and the same rules. Those laws and rules
are for you people of Isragl and for the other
people who are living among you.”

17The Lord said to Moses, 18“Tell the
people of Israel these things: | am taking you
to another land. 1%When you eat the food that
grows in that land, you must give part of that
food as an offering to the Lord. 20Y ou will
gather grain and grind it into flour to make

8cups Literdly, “1/10 of an ephah.”
lquart Literaly, “2/4 hin.”

16 cups Literdly, “2/10 of an ephah.”
1V4quarts Literdly, “U3 hin."
24cups Literdly, “3/10 of an ephah.”
2quarts Literaly, “1/2 hin.”

NUMBERS 15:5-29

dough for bread. You must give the first of
that dough as a gift to the Lord. It will be like
the grain offering that comes from the
threshing floor.* 21This rule will continue
forever, you must give the first of that dough
asagift tothe Lord.

22‘Now what should you do if you make a
mistake and forget to obey one of the
commands that the Lord gave Moses? 23The
Lord gave these commands to you through
Moses. These commands started the day that
the Lord gave them to you. And the
commands continue forever. 24So, what do
you do if you make a mistake and forget to
obey all of these commands. If al the people
of lsrael made that mistake, then together the
people must offer one young bull as a burnt
offering to the Lord. Its smell will please the
Lord. Also remember to give the grain
offering and the drink offering that must be
offered with the bull. You must also give a
male goat asasin offering.

25" So the priest must do the things that will
make the people pure.* He must do this for all
of the people of Israel. The people did not
know they were sinning. But when they
learned about it, they brought a gift to the
Lord. They brought the offering made by fire
and the sin offering. So the people will be
forgiven. 26All of the people of Israel and dll
the other people living among them will be
forgiven. They will be forgiven because they
did not know they were doing wrong.

27“But if only one person makes a mistake
and sins, then he must bring afemale goat that
is one year old. That goat will be the sin
offering. 28The priest must do the things that
will make the person pure.* That person made
amistake and sinned before the Lord. But the
priest made that person pure, and he will be
forgiven. 29That law is for every person who
makes a mistake and sins. The same law is for
the people born in the family of Israel and for
the foreigners living anong you.

threshing floor A place where grain is beaten or walked on to
remove the hulls from the grain.

make ... pure Or, “make atonement.” The Hebrew word means
“to cover,” “to hide,” or “to erase sins.”
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30“But if a person sins and knows that he is
doing wrong, then that person is against the
Lord. That person must be separated from his
people. It is the same for a person born into
the family of Israel or for a foreigner living
among you. 31That person did not think the
Lord’s word was important. He broke the
Lord's commands. That person must surely be
separated from your group. That person is
guilty and must be punished!*”

A Man Works on the Day of Rest

32At thistime, the people of Isragl were till
in the desert. It happened that a man found
some wood to burn. So the man was gathering
the wood, but it was the Sabbath* day. Some
other people saw him doing this. 33The people
who saw him gathering the wood brought him
to Moses and Aaron. And all the people
gathered around. 34They kept the man there
because they did not know how they should
punish him.

35Then the Lord said to Moses, “The man
must die. All the people must throw stones at
him outside the camp.” 36So the people took
him outside the camp and killed him with
stones. They did this the way that the Lord
commanded Moses.

God Helps His People Remember the Rules

37The Lord said to Moses, 38 Speak to the
people of |sragl. Tell them these things: || will
give you something to remember my
commands.; Tie several pieces of thread
together and tie them in the corner of your
clothes. Put a piece of blue thread in each one
of these tassels. You must wear these things
now and forever. 39Y ou will be able to look at
these tassels and remember al the commands
that the Lord has given you. Then you will
obey the commands. You will not do wrong
by forgetting about the commands and doing
the things that your own bodies and eyes
want. 40Y ou will remember to obey al my
commands. Then you will be God's specia
people. 41l am the Lord your God. | am the

That ... punished Literally, “Hisguiltison him.”
Sabbath  Saturday, aday of rest and worship for the Jews.
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One who brought you out of Egypt. | did this
to be your God. | an the Lord your God.”
1 Korah, Dathan, Abiram, and On turned
against Moses. (Korah was the son of

|zhar. Izhar was the son of Kohath, and Kohath
was the son of Levi. Dathan and Abiram were
brothers, the sons of Eliab. And On wasthe son
of Peleth. Dathan, Abiram, and On were
descendants* of Reuben.) 2Those four men
gathered 250 other men from Israel together
and came against Moses. They were |eaders
that had been chosen by the people. All the
people knew them. 3They came as a group to
speak against Moses and Aaron. These men
said to Moses and Aaron, “You have gone too
far—you are wrong! All the people of Israel
are holy—the Lord till livesamong them! You
are making yourself more important than the
rest of the Lord's people.”

4AWhen Moses heard these things, he bowed
his face to the ground to show he was not
being proud;. 5Then Moses said to Korah and
al his followers, “Tomorrow morning the
Lord will show which person truly belongs to
him. The Lord will show which personistruly
holy. And the Lord will bring that person near
to him. The Lord will choose that man, and
the Lord will bring that man near to him. 6So
Korah, you and al your followers should do
this: "Tomorrow put fire and incense* in some
specia pans. Then bring those pans before the
Lord. The Lord will choose the person who is
truly holy. You Levites have gone too far—
you are wrong!”

8Moses also said to Korah, “You Levites,
listen to me. 9You should be happy that the
God of Isragl chose you and made you special.
You are different from the rest of the Israglite
people. The Lord brought you near to him to
do the special work in the Lord's Holy Tent*
to help the people of Israel worship him. Isn't
that enough? 19The Lord brought you Levite

Some Leaders Turn Against Moses

descendants A person’s children and their future families.

incense  Specia dried tree sap. Burned to make a sweet-smelling
smoke, it was offered as a gift to God.

Holy Tent Or, “tabernacle,” the tent where God came to live
among his people.
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people near to him to help the priests;. But
now you are trying to become priests also.
11Y ou and your followers have joined together
and turned against the Lord! Did Aaron do
anything wrong? No! So why are you
complaining against Aaron?’

12Then Moses called Dathan and Abiram,
the sons of Eliab. But the two men said, “We
will not come! 13You have brought us out of a
land filled with many good things.* You
brought us to the desert to kill us. And now you
want to show that you have even more power
over us. 14Why should we follow you? You did
not bring usinto the new land filled with many
good things.* You did not give us the land God
promised. You did not give us the fields or the
vineyards. Will you make these men your
daves? No! Wewill not come.”

1550 Moses became very angry. He said to
the Lord, “I never did anything wrong to these
people. | never took anything from them—not
even adonkey! Lord, don't accept their gifts!”

16Then Moses said to Korah, “You and all
your followers will stand before the Lord
tomorrow. There will be Aaron and you and
your followers. 17Each of you must bring a
pan, put incense* on it, and present it to the
Lord. There will be 250 pans for the leaders,
and one pan for you and one pan for Aaron.”

18So each man got a pan and put burning
incense* on it. Then they stood at the entrance
of the Meeting Tent.* Moses and Aaron aso
stood there. 19K orah also gathered all the
people together at the entrance of the Meeting
Tent. Then the Glory of the Lord* appeared to
every person there.

20The Lord said to Moses and Aaron,
21*Move away from these men! | want to
destroy them now!”

22But Moses and Aaron bowed to the
ground and cried out, “God, you know what

filled with many good things Literally, “flowing with milk and
honey.”

incense  Specia dried tree sap. Burned to make a sweet-smelling
smoke, it was offered as a gift to God.

Megting Tent The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.

Glory of the Lord One of the forms God used when he
appeared to people. Thiswas like abright, shining light.
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people are thinking.* Please don't be angry at
al these people. Only one man really sinned.”

23Then the Lord said to Moses, 24“Tell the
people to move away from the tents of Korah,
Dathan, and Abiram.”

25Moses stood and went to Dathan and
Abiram. All the elders (leaders) of Israel
followed him. 26Moses warned the people,
“Move away from the tents of these evil men.
Don't touch anything that belongs to them! If
you do, then you will be destroyed because of
their sins.”

2750 the men moved away from the tents of
Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. Dathan and
Abiram went to their tents. They stood outside
of thelr tents with their wives, children, and
little babies.

28Then Moses said, “I will show you proof
that the Lord sent me to do al the things | told
you. | will show you that al those things were
not my own idea. 29These men here will die.
But if they die in anormal way—the way men
aways die—then that will show that the Lord
did not really send me. 30But if the Lord causes
these men to die in a different way—
something new—then you will know that these
men have truly sinned against the Lord. | This
is the proof:, the earth will open and swallow
these men. They will go down to their grave
still dive. And everything that belongs to these
men will go down with them.”

31When Moses finished saying these things,
the ground under the men opened. 32t was
like the earth opened its mouth and swallowed
them. All of Korah's men, their families, and
everything they owned went down into the
earth. 33Those people went down into their
grave alive. Everything they owned went with
them. Then the earth closed over them. They
were finished—gone from the camp!

34The people of Israel heard the cries of the
men being destroyed. So they all ran in
different directions and said, “The earth will
kill us, too!”

35Then a fire came from the Lord and
destroyed the 250 men who were offering the
incense.*

God, ... thinking Literally, “God, God of the spirits of
al people.”
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36The Lord said to Moses, 37-38Tell
Eleazar son of Aaron the priest to get dl the
incense* pans from thefire. Tell him to scatter
the coals and ashes. Those men sinned against
me, and their sin cost them their lives. But the
incense pans are till holy.* The pans are holy
because they gave them to the Lord. Hammer
the pans into flat sheets. Use the metal sheets
to cover the atar.* This will be a warning to
al of the people of Isragl.”

39S0 Eleazar the priest gathered together all
the bronze* pans that the men had brought.
Those men were al burned up, but the pans
were gtill there. Then Eleazar told some men
to hammer the pans into flat metal. Then he
put the metal sheets on the altar.* 40He did
this the way the Lord commanded him
through Moses. This was a sign to help the
people of Israel remember that only a person
from the family of Aaron should burn
incense* before the Lord. Any other person
who burns incense before the Lord will die
like Korah and hisfollowers.

Aaron Saves the People

41The next day all the people of Israel
complained against Moses and Aaron. They
said, “Youkilled the Lord’s people.”

42Moses and Aaron were standing at the
entrance of the Meeting Tent.* The people
gathered together at that place to complain
against Moses and Aaron. But when they
looked toward the Meeting Tent, the cloud
covered it and the Glory of the Lord*
appeared there. 43Then Moses and Aaron went
to the front of the Meeting Tent.

4The Lord said to Moses, 4“Move away
from those people so that | can destroy them
now.” So Moses and Aaron bowed with their
facesto the ground.

incense  Special dried tree sap. Burned to make a sweet-smelling
smoke, it was offered as a gift to God.

holy Set aside or chosen for a special purpose.

atar A tableor raised area used for offering sacrifices.

bronze A metal. The Hebrew word can mean “copper,”
“bronze,” or “brass.”

Meeting Tent  The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.

Glory of the Lord One of the forms God used when he
appeared to people. Thiswas like abright, shining light.
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46Then Moses said to Aaron, “Get your
bronze* pan and some fire from the altar.*
Then put incense* on it. Hurry to the group of
people and do the things that will make the
people pure.* The Lord is angry at them. The
trouble has already started.”

47-48Sp Aaron did what Moses said. Aaron
got the incense* and the fire, and he ran to the
middle of the people. But the sickness had
dready started among the people. So Aaron
stood between the dead people and the people
who were still aive. Aaron did the things to
make the people pure.* And the sickness
stopped there. 49But 14,700 people died from
that sickness—and that is not counting the
people who died because of Korah. 50So, the
terrible sickness was stopped and Aaron went
back to Moses at the entrance of the Meeting

Tent.*
1 The Lord said to Moses, 2*Speak to the
people of Israel. Get twelve wooden
walking sticks from them. Get one from the
leader of each of the twelve family groups.
Write the name of each man on his walking
gtick. 30n the stick from Levi, write Aaron’s
name. There must be one stick for the head of
each of the twelve family groups. 4Put these
walking sticks in the Meeting Tent* in front
of the Box of the Agreement.* This is the
place where | meet with you. 5 will choose
one man to be the true priest. You will know
which man | choose because his walking stick
will begin to grow new leaves. In this way, |
will stop the people from aways complaining
againgt you and me.”
6So Moses spoke to the people of Israel.
Each of the leaders gave him a walking stick.
There were twelve walking sticks. There was
one stick from each leader of each family
group. One of the walking sticks belonged to

God Proves Aaron Is the High Priest

make ... pure  Or, “make atonement.” The Hebrew word means
“to cover,” “to hide,” or “to erase Sins.”

Box of the Agreement  Holy Box or “ark of the Covenant,” the
box containing the flat stones with the Ten Commandments
written on them. These were proof of the Agreement between
God and the people of Isral.
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Aaron. "Moses put the walking sticks before
the Lord in the Tent of the Agreement.*

8The next day Moses entered the Tent. He
saw that Aaron’s walking stick, the stick from
the family of Levi, was the one that had grown
new leaves. That walking stick had even
grown branches and made aimonds. 950 Moses
brought out all the sticks from the Lord's
place. Moses showed the walking sticks to the
people of Israel. They al looked at the sticks,
and each man took his own stick back.

10Then the Lord said to Moses, “Put
Aaron’s walking stick back into the Tent; in
front of the Agreement.* This will be a
warning for these people who are always
turning against me. This will stop their
complaining against me, so that | won’t
destroy them.” 11So Moses did what the Lord
commanded him.

12The people of Israel said to Moses, “We
know that we will diel We are lost! We will
all be destroyed! 13Any person who even
comes near the Lord's holy place will die. Isit

true that we will &l die?’
1 The Lord said to Aaron, “You, your
sons, and all the people in your father's
family are now responsible for any wrong
things that are done against the holy place.
You and your sons are responsible for wrong
things that are done against the priests. 2Bring
the other Levite men from your family group
to join you. They will help you and your sons
do your work in the Tent of the Agreement.*
3Those people from the family of Levi are
under your control. They will do all the work
that needs to be done in the Tent. But they
must not go near the thingsin the Holy Place*
or the dtar.* If they do, then they will die—
and you will die aso. 4They will join you and
work with you. They will be responsible for

The Work of the Priests and Levites

Tent of the Agreement  The Holy Tent where the Box of the
Agreement was kept.

Agreement Literally, “Proof.” The flat stones with the Ten
Commandments written on them. These were proof of the
Agreement between God and the peaple of Isragl.

Holy Place  Oneof the roomsin the Holy Tent.

altar A table or raised area used for offering sacrifices.

NUMBERS 17:7-18:13

caring for the Meeting Tent.* All the work
that must be done in the Tent will be done by
them. No one else may come near the place
where you are.

5*You are responsible for caring for the holy
place and the atar.* | don't want to become
angry with the people of Israel again. 6l myself
chose the Levite people from among all the
people of Israel. They are like a gift to you. |
gave them to you to serve the Lord and work
in the Meeting Tent.* 7But, Aaron, only you
and your sons may serve as priests. You are
the only ones that can go near the dtar. You
are the only ones that can go inside the curtain
\into the Most Holy Place,. | am giving you a
gift—your service as a priest. Anyone else that
comes near my, holy place must be killed.”

8Then the Lord said to Aaron, “I myself
gave you responsibility over al the specia
gifts people give to me. All the holy* gifts
that the people of Isragl give to me, | give to
you. You and your sons can share in these
gifts. They will always belong to you. 9The
people will bring sacrifices, grain offerings,
sin offerings, and guilt offerings. Those
offerings are most holy. Your share in the
most holy offerings will come from the parts
that are not burned. All those things will be
for you and your sons. 10Eat those things only
in the very holy place. Every male in your
family may eat them, but you must remember
that those offerings are holy.

11*And all the gifts that the Israglite people
give as wave offerings will also be yours. |
give this to you and your sons and your
daughters. Thisis your share. Every person in
your family that is clean* will be ableto et it.

12*And | give you al the best olive oil and
al the best new wine and grain. These are the
things that the people of Israel give to me, the
Lord. These are the first things that they
gather in their harvest. 13When the people
gather a harvest, they bring al the first things
to the Lord. So these things | will give to you.

Megting Tent  The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.

holy - Chosen or set aside for God.

clean Pure or acceptable to God for worship.
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And every person in your family that is
clean* may et it.

14*Everything in Isradl that is given to the
Lord* isyours.

15°A woman’s first baby and an animal’s
first baby must be given to the Lord. That
baby will belong to you. If the firstborn
animal is unclean,* then it must be bought
back. If the baby isa child, that child must be
bought back. | That child will again belong to
its family., 16They must make the payment
when the baby is one month old. The cost will
be 2 ounces* of silver. You must use the
official measure* to weigh this silver. A
shekel by the official measureis 20 gerahs*

17“But you must not make a payment for
the firstborn cow, sheep, or goat. Those
animals are holy.* Sprinkle their blood on the
dtar* and burn their fat. This is an offering
made by fire. Its smell pleases the Lord. 18But
the meat from those animals will be yours.
And also the breast from a wave offering will
be yours. And the right thigh from other
offerings will be yours. 1%Anything that the
people offer as holy gifts, I, the Lord, give to
you. This is your share. | give it to you and
your sons and your daughters. This law will
continue forever. It is an agreement with the
Lord that can’t be broken.* | make this
promise to you and to your descendants.*”

20The Lord also said to Aaron, “You will
not get any of the land. And you will not own
anything that the other people own. |, the
Lord, will be yours. The Israelite people will
get the land that | promised. But | am my gift
to you.

clean Pure or acceptable to God for worship.

giventotheLord Thingsthat were given to God and could not
be bought back. See Lev. 27:28-29.

unclean  Not pure or not acceptable to God for worship.

2ounces Literaly, “5 shekels”

official measure The standard measure used in the tabernacle or
temple.

gerah(s) Or, “2/5of an ounce.”

holy - Chosen or set aside for God.

atar A tableor raised area used for offering sacrifices.

It isan agreement ... broken Literally, “It is an eterna, salt
agreement before the Lord.”

descendants A person’s children and their future families.
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21“The people of Isragl will give one tenth
of everything they have. So | give that one
tenth to al the descendants* of Levi. Thisis
their payment for the work that they do while
they serve at the Meeting Tent.* 22But the
other people of Israel must never go near that
Meeting Tent. If they do, then they must be
put to death! 23The Levite people who are
working in the Meeting Tent are responsible
for any sins against it. This is a law that will
continue forever. The Levite people will not
get any of the land that | promised to the other
people of Israel. 24But the people of Israel will
give one tenth of everything they have to me.
And | will give that one tenth to the Levite
people. That is why | said these words about
the Levite people: Those people will not get
the land that | promised the people of Israel.”

25The Lord said to Moses, 26“ Speak to the
Levite people and tell them: The people of
Israel will give one tenth of everything they
own to the Lord. That one tenth will belong to
the Levite people. But you must give one
tenth of that to the Lord as your offering.
27Y ou will be given grain after it is harvested
and juice from the winepress. Then that will
also be your offering to the Lord. 28In this
way, you will also give an offering to the Lord
in the same way that the other people of |srael
do. You will get the one tenth that the people
of Israel give to the Lord. And then you will
give one tenth of that to Aaron the priest.
29When the people of Israel give you one
tenth of everything that they own, then you
should choose the best and the holiest part of
those things. That is the one tenth that you
must give to the Lord.

30“Moses, tell the Levite people: The
people of Israel will give you one tenth of
their harvest and of their wine. Then you will
give the best part of that to the Lord. 3lYou
and your families can eat al that is left. This
IS your payment for the work you do in the
Meeting Tent.* 32And if you aways give the
best part of it to the Lord, then you will never
be guilty. You will always remember that

Megting Tent The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.
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those gifts are the holy* offerings from the
people of Israel. And you will not die.”
1 The Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron.
He said, 2‘These are the laws from the
teachings that the Lord gave to the people of
Israel. Get a red cow that has nothing wrong
with it. That cow must not have any bruises.
And that cow must never have worn a yoke.*
3Give that cow to Eleazar the priest. Eleazar
will take the cow outside the camp and kill it
there. 4Then Eleazar the priest must put some
of itsblood on his finger and sprinkle some of
the blood towards the Holy Tent. He must do
this seven times. 5Then the whole cow must
be burned in front of him. The skin, the medt,
the blood, and the intestines must all be
burned. 6Then the priest must take a cedar
gtick, a hyssop* branch, and some red string.
The priest must throw those things into the
fire where the cow is burning. "Then the priest
must wash himself and his clothes with water.
Then he must come back into the camp. The
priest will be unclean* until evening. 8The
person who burns that cow must wash himself
and his clothes in water. He will be unclean
until evening.

9“Then a person who is clean* will collect
the ashes from the cow. He will put those ashes
in a clean place outside the camp. These ashes
will be used when people must keep a specid
ceremony to become clean. These ashes will
as0 be used to remove aperson’ssins.

10“The person who collected the cow’s
ashes must wash his clothes. He will be
unclean* until evening.

“Thisrule will continue forever. Thisruleis
for the citizens of Israel. And this rule is for
the foreigners living with you. 11If someone
touches a dead person’s body, then he will be
unclean* for seven days. 12He must wash
himself with the special water on the third day

The Ashes of the Red Cow

holy  Chosen or set aside for God.

yoke A piece of wood that joins two work animals together for
pulling awagon or plow.

hyssop A plant with fine branches and leaves used for sprinkling
water or blood in cleansing ceremonies.

unclean Not pure or not acceptable to God for worship.

clean Pure or acceptable to God for worship.

NUMBERS 19:1-21

and again on the seventh day. If he does not
do this, then he will remain unclean. 13If a
person touches a dead body, then that person
is unclean. If that person stays unclean and
then goes to the Holy Tent,* then the Holy
Tent becomes unclean. So that person must be
separated from the people of Israel. If the
special water is not thrown on an unclean
person, then that person will stay unclean.

14*This is the rule about people who die in
their tents. If a person dies in his tent, then
everyone in the tent will be unclean.* They
will be unclean for seven days. 15And every
jar or pot without a lid becomes unclean. 161f
anyone touches a dead body, then that person
will be unclean for seven days. Thisis true if
the dead body is out in the field or if the
person was killed in war. Also, if anyone
touches the bones from a dead person then
that person is unclean.

17*So you must use the ashes from the burnt
cow to make that person clean* again. Pour
fresh water* over the ashesinto ajar. 18A clean
person must take a hyssop* branch and dip it
into the water. Then he must sprinkle it over
the tent, the dishes, and the peaple who werein
the tent. You must do this to anyone that
touches a dead person’s body. Y ou must do this
to anyone that touches the body of someone
killed in war and to anyone that touches a grave
or the bones from a dead person.

19*Then a clean* person must sprinkle this
water on the unclean* person on the third day
and again on the seventh day. On the seventh
day, that person becomes clean. He must wash
his clothes in water. He will become clean in
the evening.

20°|f a person becomes unclean* and does
not become clean,* that person must be
separated from the people of Israel. That
person was not sprinkled with the special
water. He did not become clean. So he might
make the Holy Tent* unclean. 21This rule will
be for you forever. If a person is sprinkled
with the specia water, then he must also wash

Holy Tent Or, “tabernacle,” the tent where God came to live
among his people.

fresh water  Literally, “living water.” This means fresh, flowing
water.
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his clothes. Any person who touches the

special water will be unclean until evening.

22|f an unclean person touches someone else,

then that other person also becomes unclean.

That person will be unclean until evening.”

2 The people of Isragl arrived at the Zin
desert on the first month. The people

stayed at Kadesh. Miriam died, and she was
buried there.

Miriam Dies

Moses Makes a Mistake

2There was not enough water for the people
a that place. So the people met together to
complain to Moses and Aaron. 3The people
argued with Moses. They said, “Maybe we
should have died in front of the Lord like our
brothers did. 4Why did you bring the Lord's
people into this desert? Do you want us and
our animals to die here? SWhy did you bring
us from Egypt? Why did you bring us to this
bad place? There is no grain. There are no
figs, grapes, or pomegranates.* And there is
no water to drink.”

6So Moses and Aaron left the crowd of
people and went to the entrance of the
Meeting Tent.* They bowed down to the
ground, and the Glory of the Lord* appeared
to them.

The Lord spoke to Moses. He said, & Get the
Special, walking stick. Take your brother Aaron
and the crowd of people and go to that rock.
Speak to the rock in front of the people. Then
water will flow from the rock. And you can give
that water to the people and to their animals”

9The walking stick was |in the Holy Tent,,
in front of the Lord. Moses took the walking
stick like the Lord said. 10Moses and Aaron
told the people to meet together in front of the
rock. Then Moses said, “You people are
dways complaining. Now listen to me. | will
cause water to flow from this rock.” 1tMoses

pomegranates A red fruit with many small seedsinside it. Each
seed is covered with the soft, juicy part of the fruit.

Meeting Tent  The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.

Glory of the Lord One of the forms God used when he
appeared to people. Thiswas like abright, shining light.
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lifted his arm and hit the rock twice. Water
began flowing from the rock. And the people
and their animals drank that water.

12But the Lord said to Moses and Aaron,
“All the people of Israel were gathered
around. But you did not show me honor. You
did not show the people of Israel that the
power to make the water came from me. You
did not show the people that you trusted in
me. | will give those people the land that |
promised them. But you will not lead them
into that land!”

13This place was called the waters of
Meribah.* This was the place where the
Israelite people argued with the Lord. And
this was the place that the Lord showed them
that he was holy.

Edom Won't Let Israel Pass

14While Moses was at Kadesh, he sent
some men with a message to the king of
Edom. The message said: “Your brothers, the
people of Isragl, say to you: You know about
al the troubles that we have had. 1SMany,
many years ago our ancestors* went down
into Egypt. And we lived there for many
years. The people of Egypt were cruel to us.
16But we asked the Lord for help. The Lord
heard us and sent an angel to help us. The
Lord has brought us out of Egypt.

“Now we are here at Kadesh, where your
land begins. 17Please et ustravel through your
country. We will not travel through any fields
or vineyards. Wewill not drink water from any
of your wells. We will travel only along the
King's Road. We will not |eave that road to
the right or to the left. We will stay on the road
until we have traveled through your country.”

18But ,the king of, Edom answered, “You
may not travel through our land. If you try to
travel through our land, then we will come
and fight you with swords.”

19The people of Israel answered, “We will
travel along the main road. If our animals
drink any of your water, we will pay you for it.

Meribah  Thisname means“argument,” or “rebellion.”
ancestors Literaly, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents,
grandparents, and al the people they are descended from.
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We only want to walk through your country.
We don't want to take it for ourselves.”

20But again Edom answered, “We won't
alow you to come through our country.”

Then the king of, Edom gathered a large
and powerful army and went out to fight
against the people of Israel. 21, The king of,
Edom refused to et the people of Israel travel
through his country. And the people of Israel
turned around and went another way.

Aaron Dies

22Al1 the people of Israel traveled from
Kadesh to Mount Hor. 2Mount Hor was near
the border of Edom. The Lord said to Moses
and Aaron, 24 It istime for Aaron to die and,
go to be with his ancestors.* Aaron will not
enter the land that | promised to the people of
Israel. Moses, | say this to you because both
you and Aaron did not fully obey the
command | gave you at the waters of Meribah.

25*Now, bring Aaron and his son Eleazar up
to Mount Hor. 26Take Aaron’s specia clothes
from him and put those clothes on his son
Eleazar. Aaron will die there on the mountain.
And hewill go to be with his ancestors.*”

2IMoses obeyed the Lord’s command.
Moses, Aaron, and Eleazar went up on Mount
Hor. All the people of Israel watched them go.
28Moses removed Aaron’s special clothes and
put those clothes on Aaron’s son Eleazar.
Then Aaron died there on top of the mountain.
Moses and Eleazar came back down the
mountain. 2%All the people of Israel learned
that Aaron was dead. So every personin |srael

mourned* for 30 days.

2 The Canaanite king of Arad lived in the
Negev.* He heard that the people of

Israel were coming on the road to Atharim. So

the king went out and attacked the people of

Israel. Arad captured some of the people and

War with the Canaanites

ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents,
grandparents, and al the people they are descended from.

mourn  To show sadness for a person who died. In ancient Israel
people often cried very loudly, wore special clothes, and put
ashes on their head to show thelr sadness.

Negev The desert area south of Judah.

NUMBERS 20:20-21:13

made them prisoners. 2Then the people of
Israel made a special promise to the Lord:
“Lord, please help us defeat these people. If
you do this, then we will give their cities to
you. We will totally destroy them.”

3The Lord listened to the people of Isral.
And the Lord helped the people of Israel to
defeat the Canaanite people. The people of
Israel completely destroyed the Canaanite
people and their cities. So that place was
named Hormah.*

The Bronze Snake

4The people of Israel left Mount Hor and
traveled on the road that goes to the Red Sea.
They did this to go around the country of
Edom. But the people became impatient.
5They began complaining against God and
Moses. The people said, “Why did you bring
us out of Egypt? We will die here in the
desert! There is no bread! There is no water!
And we hate this terrible food!”

6S0 the Lord sent poisonous snakes among
the people. The snakes bit the people, and many
of the people of Isragl died. "The people came
to Moses and said, “We know that we sinned
when we spoke against the Lord and against
you. Pray to the Lord. Ask him to take away
these snakes.” So Moses prayed for the people.

8The Lord said to Moses, “Make a bronze*
snake and put it on a pole. If any person is
hitten by a snake, then that person should look
at the bronze snake on the pole. Then that
person will not die.” 9S0 Moses obeyed the
Lord. He made a bronze snake and put it on a
pole. Then when a snake hit any person, that
person |looked a the bronze snake on the pole
and lived.

The Trip to Moab

10The people of Israel left that place and
camped at Oboth. 11Then they |eft Oboth and
camped at lye Abarim in the desert east of
Moab. 12They left that place and camped in
Zered Valley. 13Then they moved and camped

Hormah This name means “completely destroyed,” or “a gift
given totally to God.” See Lev. 27:28-29.

bronze A metal. The Hebrew word can mean “copper,”
“bronze,” or “brass.”
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across from the Arnon River in the desert.
This river started at the Ammonite border.
The valley was the border between Moab and
the Amorites. 14That is why these words are
written in the Book of the Wars of the Lord:

“ ... and Waheb in Suphah, and the
Valeys of the Arnon, 15and the hills by
the valleys that |ead to the town of Ar.
These places are at the border of Moab.”

16The people of Israel left that place and
traveled to Beer.* This was the place with the
well. This was the place where the Lord said
to Moses, “Bring the people together here and
| will give them water.” 17Then the people of
Isragl sang this song:

“Well, flow with water!
Sing about it!
18 Great men dug thiswell.
Important |eaders dug thiswell.
They dug thiswell with their staffs
and walking sticks.
Itisagiftinthe desert.*”

:So the people called that well “Mattanah.”,
19The people traveled from Mattanah to
Nahaliel. Then they traveled from Nahaliel to
Bamoth. 20The people traveled from Bamoth
to the Valley of Moab. In this place the top of
the Pisgah Mountain looks over the desert.

Sihon and Og

21The people of Israel sent some men to
Sihon, the king of the Amorite people. The
men said to the king, 22*Allow us to travel
through your country. We will not go through
any field or vineyard. We will not drink water
from any of your wells. We will travel only
aong King's Road. We will stay on that road
until we have traveled through your country.”

23But King Sihon would not allow the
people of Israel to travel through his country.
The king gathered together his army and
marched out to the desert. He was marching to
fight against the people of Isradl. At Jahaz, the
king's army fought againgt the people of Isradl.

Beer  ThisHebrew name means “Well.”
giftinthedesert InHebrew thisisthe name “Mattanah.”
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24But the people of Israel killed the king.
Then they took his land from the Arnon River
to the Jabbok River. The people of Israel took
the land as far as the Ammonite border. They
stopped at that border because it was strongly
defended by the Ammonite people. 25Israel
took al the Amorite cities and began living in
them. They even defeated the city of Heshbon
and all the small towns around it. 26Heshbon
was the city where Sihon, the Amorite king,
lived. In the past, Sihon had fought with the
king of Moab. Sihon had taken the land as far
as the Arnon River. 27That is why the singers
sing this song:

Go in and build Heshbon again!
Make Sihon’s city strong.
28 A fire began in Heshbon.
That fire began in Sihon’s city.
Thefire destroyed Ar, Moah.
It burned the hills above Arnon River.
29 tisbad for you, Moab.
You lost Chemosh's* people.
His sonsran away.
His daughters were taken prisoners
by Sihon, king of the Amorites.
30 But we defeated those Amorites.
We destroyed their towns
from Heshbon to Dibon,
from Nashim to Nophah, near Medeba.

31S0 the people of Israel made their camp
in the land of the Amorite people.

32M oses sent some men to look at the town
of Jazer. After Moses did this, the people of
Israel captured that town. They captured the
small towns that were around it. The people of
Israel forced the Amorite people who were
living there to |eave.

33Then the people of Israel traveled on the
road toward Bashan. Og, the king of Bashan, got
his army and marched out to meet the people of
|srael. He fought againgt them at Edrrel.

34But the Lord said to Moses, “Don’t be
afraid of that king. | will allow you to defeat
him. You will take his whole army and all his
land. Do the same to him as you did to Sihon,
the Amorite king that lived in Heshbon.”

Chemosh  Chemosh wasthe god of the Moabite people.
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35S0 the people of Israel defeated Og and his
amy. They killed him and his sons and al his
amy. Then the people of Israel took al hisland.
2 Then the people of Israel traveled to the

Jordan Valley in Moab. They camped
near the Jordan River across from Jericho.
2-3Balak son of Zippor saw al the things
that the people of Israel had done to the
Amorite people.  The king of; Moab was very
afraid, because there were so many people of
Israel. Moab was redlly scared of them.

4The king of, Moab said to the leaders of
Midian, “This large group of people will
destroy everything around us, the way a cow
eatsdl thegrassinafield.”

Balak son of Zippor was the king of Moab
at this time. SHe sent some men to call
Balaam son of Beor. Balaam was at Pethor,
near the Euphrates River. This was where
Balaam’s people lived.* This was Balak's
message: “A new nation of people has come
out of Egypt. There are so many people that
they cover al the land. They have camped
next to me. 6Come and help me. These people
are too powerful for me. | know that you have
great power. If you bless a person, then good
things happen to him. And if you speak
against a person, then bad things happen to
him. So come and speak against these people.
Maybe then | will be able to defeat them.
Then | can force them to leave my country.”

The leaders of Moab and Midian |eft. They
went to talk to Balaam. They carried with
them money to pay him for his service* Then
they told him what Balak had said.

8Balaam said to them, “Stay here for the
night. | will talk to the Lord and tell you the
answer he gives me.” So the leaders of Moab
stayed there with Balaam that night.

9God came to Balaam and asked, “Who are
these men with you?’

Balaam and the King of Moab

This... lived Or, “Thiswasthe land of the Ammonites.”

for hisservice Or, “for the things he needed to make curses.” In
ancient times, when people asked bad things to happen to
other people, they often wrote the curses on special bowls and
used them in ceremonies. They did this to try to force those
bad things to happen. See Deut. 18:10.

NUMBERS 21:35-22:23

10Balaam said to God, “The king of Moab,
Balak son of Zippor, sent them to give me a
message. 11Thisis the message: A new nation
of people has come out of Egypt. There are so
many people that they cover the land. So,
come and speak against these people. Then
maybe | will be able to fight them and force
them to leave my land.”

12But God said to Balaam, “Don’'t go with
them. You must not speak against those
people. They are my people.”

13The next morning Balaam got up and said
to leaders from Balak, “Go back to your own
country. The Lord will not et me go with you.”

1430 the leaders of Moab went back to
Balak and told him this. They said, “Balaam
refused to come with us.”

1550 Balak sent other |eaders to Balaam.
This time he sent many more than the first
time. And these leaders were much more
important than the first ones he sent. 16They
went to Balaam and said: “Balak son of Zippor
says this to you: Please don't let anything stop
you from coming. 17 will pay you very
much,* and | will do whatever you ask. Come
and speak against these people for me.”

18Balaam gave Balak's officials his answer.
He said, “I must obey the Lord my God. |
19But you can stay here tonight like the other
men did. And during the night | will learn
what the Lord wants to tell me.”

20That night, God came to Balaam. God
said, “These men have come again to ask you
to go with them. So you can go with them.
But do only the thingsthat | tell you to do.”

Balaam and His Donkey

21The next morning, Balaam got up and put
a saddle on his donkey. Then he went with
the leaders of Moab. 22Balaam was riding on
his donkey. Two of his servants were with
him. While Balaam was traveling, God
became angry. So the Lord's angel stood in
the road in front of Balaam. The angel was
going to stop* Balaam.

23Balaam’s donkey saw the Lord’s angel
standing in the road. The angel was holding a

| will pay ... very much  Or, “I will honor you very much.”
stop  Or, “oppose” or “accuse.”
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sword in his hand. So the donkey turned from
the road and went into the field. Balaam could
not see the angel. So he was very angry with
the donkey. He hit the donkey and forced it to
go back on the road.

24 ater, the Lord's angel stood at a place
where the road became narrow. This was
between two vineyards. There were walls on
both sides of the road. 25Again the donkey
saw the Lord's angel. So the donkey walked
very close to one wall. This crushed Balaam's
foot against the wall. So Balaam hit his
donkey again.

26| ater the Lord's angel stood at another
place. This was another place where the road
became narrow. There was no place where the
donkey could go around him. The donkey
could not turn to the l&ft or to the right. 27The
donkey saw the Lord's angel. So the donkey
lay down with Balaam sitting on top of it.
Balaam was very angry at the donkey. So he
hit it with hiswalking stick.

28Then the Lord caused the donkey to
speak. The donkey said to Balaam, “Why are
you angry at me? What have | done to you?
Y ou have hit me three times!”

29Baaam answered the donkey, “You have
made me look foolish. If | had a sword in my
hand, | would kill you right now!”

30But the donkey said to Balaam, “Look, |
am your own donkey! Y ou have ridden me for
many, many years. And you know that | have
never done thisto you before!”

“That istrue,” Balaam said.

31Then the Lord alowed Balaam to see the
angel. The Lord's angel was standing in the
road, holding a sword in his hand. Balaam
bowed |ow to the ground.

32Then the Lord’s angel asked Balaam,
“Why did you hit your donkey three times? |
am the one that came to stop* you. But just in
time,* 33your donkey saw me and turned away
from me. That happened three times. If the
donkey had not turned away, | probably

sop  Or, “oppose” or “accuse.”

But just in time Literaly, “Just as the path in front of me
dropped away, ..."” or, “Because you are not doing right, ...”
The Hebrew is very hard to understand.
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would have killed you aready. And | would
have let your donkey live.”

3Then Balaam said to the Lord's angel, “I
have sinned. | did not know that you were
standing in the road. If | am doing wrong, then
| will go back home.”

35Then the Lord’s angel said to Balaam,
“No! You can go with these men. But be
careful. Speak only the words that | will tell
you to say.” So Balaam went with the leaders
that Balak had sent.

36Balak heard that Balaam was coming. So
Balak went out to meet him at the Moabite
town* near the Arnon River. This was a the
northern border of his country. 3"When Balak
saw Balaam, he said to him, “I asked you
before to come. | told you it was very, very
important. Why didn’t you come to me? |
might not be able to pay you now.”

38Balaam answered, “But | am here now. |
came, but | might not be able to do the thing
you asked. | can only say the words that the
Lord God tellsmeto say.”

39Then Balaam went with Balak to Kiriath
Huzoth. 40Balak killed some cattle and some
sheep as his sacrifice. He gave some of the
meat to Balaam and some to the |leaders that
werewith him.

41The next morning Balak took Balaam to
the town of Bamoth Baal. From there, they
could see part of the Israglite camp.

Balaam’s First Message

23Balaam said, “Build seven dtars* here.
And prepare seven bulls and seven rams
for me.” 2Balak did the thing that Balaam
asked. Then Balak and Balaam killed a ram
and abull on each of the dltars.

3Then Balaam said to Balak, “Stay here
near this altar.* | will go to another place.
Then the Lord will come to me, and he will
tell me what | must say.” Then Balaam went
away to ahigher place.

4God came to Balaam at that place. And
Balaam said, “I have prepared seven atars*
And | have killed a bull and aram as a
sacrifice on each atar.”

Moabitetown Or possibly, “Ar Moab.”
altar(s) A tableor raised area used for offering sacrifices.
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5Then the Lord told Balaam what he should
say. Then the Lord said, “ Go back to Balak and
say thesethingsthat | have given you to say.”

6So Balaam went back to Balak. Balak was
still standing near the altar.* And all the
leaders of Moab were standing there with
them. "Then Balaam said these things:

Balak king of Moab brought me here
from the eastern mountains of Aram.
Balak said to me,
“ Come, speak against Jacob* for me.
Come, speak against the people
of lsradl.”
8 But God is not against those people,
So | can't speak against them either!
The Lord has not asked for bad things to
happen to those people.
Sol can't do that either.
9 | seethose peaple from the mountain.
| see them from the high hills.
Those peoplelive done.
They are not part of another nation.
10 Who can count Jacob's people?
They are as many asthe grains of dust.
No one can count even afourth of
the people of Isragl.
Let medielikeagood man.
Let my life end as happy astheirs!

11Balak said to Balaam, “What have you
done to me? | brought you here to speak
against my enemies. But you have only
blessed them!”

12But Balaam answered, “| must say the
things that the Lord tells me to say.”

13Then Balak said to him, “So come with me
to another place. At that place you can see more
of those people. You can't seedl of them—you
can only see part of them. Maybe from that
place you can speak againgt them for me.” 14So
Balak led Balaam to Watchmen Hills* This
was on top of Mount Pisgah. At that place,
Balak built seven dtars* And then Balak killed
abull and aram on each atar asa sacrifice.

altar(s) A tableor raised area used for offering sacrifices.
Jacob  Thisisanother name for Isragl.
Watchmen Hills  Or, “thefields of Zophim.”
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1550 Balaam said to Balak, “Stay here by
this altar.* | will go meet with God over at
that place.”

16So the Lord came to Balaam and told
Balaam what to say. Then the Lord told
Balaam to go back to Balak and say those
things. 17So Balaam went to Balak. Balak was
still standing near the altar.* The leaders of
Moab were there with him. Balak saw Balaam
coming and said, “What did the Lord say?’

Balaam’s Second Message
18Then Balaam said these things:

“ Stand up, Balak, and listen to me.
Hear me, Balak son of Zippor.
19 Godisnot aman;
hewill not lie.
God is not ahuman being;
his decisionswill not change.
If the Lord says he will do something,
then hewill doit.
If the Lord makes a promise,
then he will do the thing he promised.
20 The Lord told me to bless those people.
The Lord blessed them,
0| cannot change that.

21 God saw no wrong in Jacob's people.
God saw no sinin the people of Isradl.
The Lord istheir God,

and heiswith them.
The Great King iswith them!
22 God brought those people out of Egypt.
They are asstrong asawild ox.
23 Thereisno power that can defeat
the people of Jacob.*
Thereisno magic that can stop
the people of Israel.
People will say this about Jacob
and about the people of Isragl:
“Look at the great things God did!’
24 The people are as strong asalion.
They fight likealion.
And that lion will not res,
until he has eaten his enemy.
And that lion will not rest,
until he drinks the blood
of the people who are against him.”

25Then Balak said to Balaam, “You didn’t
ask for good things to happen to those people.
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But you didn’t ask for bad things to happen to
them either!”

26Balaam answered, “| told you before that
| can only say the things that the Lord tellsme
tosay.”

27Then Balak said to Balaam, “So come
with me to another place. Maybe God will be
pleased and will allow you to curse them from
that place.” 28So Balak led Balaam to the top
of Mount Peor. This mountain looks out over
the desert.

29Balaam said, “Build seven altars* here.
Then prepare seven bulls and seven rams for
the atars.” 30Balak did the thing that Balaam
asked. Balak offered the bulls and rams on
the dtars.

Balaam’s Third Message

2 4Ba|aam saw that the Lord wanted to

bless Israel. So Balaam did not try to
change that by using any kind of magic. But
Balaam turned and looked toward the desert.
2Balaam looked out across the desert and saw
al the people of Israel. They were camped
with the family groups in their different areas.
Then the Spirit of God came to Balaam. 3And
Balaam said these words:

“This message is from Balaam son of Beor.
| am speaking about things | see clearly.
4 | heard this message from God.
| saw what God All-Powerful* showed me.
| humbly tell what | clearly see.

5 “People of Jacob, your tents are beautiful!
People of Isragl, your homes are beautiful!
6 Youarelike gardens
planted by the streams.
You are like gardens
growing by therivers.
You are like sweet-smelling bushes
planted by the Lord.
You are like beautiful trees
growing by the water.
7 Youwill dways have enough water,
enough water for your seedsto grow.

atar(s) A tableor raised areaused for offering sacrifices.
God All-Powerful  Literally, “El Shaddai.”
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Your king will be greater than king Agag.
Y our kingdom will be very great.

8 “God hrought those people out of Egypt.
They are asstrong asawild ox.
They will defeat al their enemies.
They will break their bones
and shatter their arrows.
9 “lsrad islikealion,
curled up and lying down.
Yes, they arelike ayoung lion,
and no one wants to wake him!
Any person who blesses you
will be blessed.
And any person who speaks against you
will have great troubles.”

10Balak became very angry a Balaam. Balak
said to Balaam, “I called you to come and
speak against my enemies. But you have
blessed them. You have blessed them three
times. 1INow leave and go home! | told you
that | would give you avery good payment. But
the Lord has caused you to lose your reward.”

12Balaam said to Balak, “You sent men to
me. Those men asked me to come. But | told
them, 13'Balak can give me his most beautiful
house filled with silver and gold. But | can till
say only the things that the Lord commands
me to say. | cannot do anything myself, good
or bad. | must say what the Lord commands.
Surely you remember that | told your men
these things. 14Now | am going back to my
own people. But | will give you thiswarning,. |
will tell you what these people of Israel will
do to you and your peoplein the future.”

Balaam's Last Message
15Then Balaam said these things:

“This message is from
Balaam son of Beor.
| am speaking about things | see clearly.
16 | heard this message from God.
| learned what God Most High taught me.
| saw what God All-Powerful*
showed me.
| humbly tell what | clearly see.
17 *| see the Lord coming, but not now.
| see him coming, but not soon.
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A star will come from
the family of Jacob.*

A new ruler will come from
the people of Isragl.

That ruler will crush the heads
of the Moabite people.

That ruler will crush the heads
of al the sons of Sheth.*

18 |srael will grow strong!

Hewill get the land of Edom.
Hewill get the land of Seir,* hisenemy.

19 *“A new ruler will come from
the family of Jacob.*
That ruler will destroy the people
|eft diveinthat city.”

20Then Balaam saw the Amalekite people
and said these words:

“ Amalek isthe strongest of all nations.
But even Amalek will be destroyed!”

21Then Balaam saw the Kenite people and
he said these words:

“You believe that your country is safe,
likeahird'snest* high on amountain.
22 Butyou Kenite* peaple will be destroyed,
just like the Lord destroyed Cain.*
Assyriawill make you prisoners.”

23Then Balaam said these words:

“No person can live when God doesthis.
24 Shipswill come from Cyprus*
They will defeat Assyriaand Eber.*
But those shipswill also be destroyed.”

25Then Balaam got up and went back home.
And Balak went his own way.

Jacob  Thisisanother name for Israel.

sons of Sheth Or, “Seth.” Seth was Adam'’s third son. This
might be like the phrases “son of Man (Adam)” and “son of
Enosh” and mean simply “all those people.”

Seir - Another name for Edom.

nest, Kenite, Cain - A play on words. The names “Cain” and
“Kenite" are like the Hebrew word meaning “nest.”

Cyprus Literally, “Kittim."” This might be Cyprus, Crete, or
other placeswest of Isragl in the Mediterranean Sea.

Eber  This might mean the people living west of the Euphrates
River, or it might mean the “Hebrews,” the descendants of
Eber. See Gen. 10:21.

NUMBERS 24:18-25:9

Israel at Peor

2 The people of Israel were camped near

Acacia. At that time, the men began
doing sexual sins* with Moabite women.
2-3The Moabite women invited the men to
come and join in their sacrifices to their false
gods. So the Israelites joined in worshiping
those false gods—they ate the sacrifices and
worshiped those gods. At that place, the
people of Israel began worshiping the false
god, Baal of Peor. And the Lord became very
angry at them.

4The Lord said to Moses, “Get all the
leaders of these people. Then kill them so that
all the people can see.* Lay their bodies
before the Lord. Then the Lord will not show
hisanger against al the people of Israel.”

550 Moses said to Israel’ s judges, “Each of
you must find the men in your family group
that have led people to worship the false god,
Baal of Peor. Then you must kill those men.”

6At the time, Moses and all the elders
(leaders) of Israel were gathered together at
the entrance to the Mesting Tent.* An |sradlite
man brought a Midianite woman home to his
brothers* He did this where Moses and al the
leaders could see. Moses and the leaders were
very sad. 7Phinehas was the son of Eleazar and
the grandson of Aaron the priest. Phinehas saw
this man bring the woman into camp. So
Phinehas left the meeting and got his spear.
8He followed the Israglite man into the tent.
Then he used the spear to kill the |sraglite man
and the Midianite woman in her tent.* He
pushed the spear through both of their bodies.
At that time, there was a great sickness among
the Israglite people. But when Phinehas killed
these two people, the sickness stopped. %A
total of 24,000 people died from that sickness.

sexual sins  Sexual sin was often part of the worship of false
gods. So this can mean that the men were unfaithful to their
wives and also that they were unfaithful to God by worshiping
fase gods.

sothat all the peoplecan see  Literally, “before the sun.”

Meeting Tent  The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.

brothers  Or, “family.”

her tent This was probably a special tent that showed this
woman was a progtitute serving the false god Baal of Peor.
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10The Lord said to Moses, 11| have strong
feelings for my people—I want them to
belong only to me! Phinehas son of Eleazar,
son of Aaron the priest, saved the people of
Israel from my anger. He did this by showing
those feelings for my people. So | will not kill
the people like | wanted to. 12Tell Phinehas
that | am making a peace agreement with him,
13This is the agreement: He and all of his
family that live after him will always be
priests. Why? Because he had strong feelings
for his God. And he did the things that made
the people of Isragl pure*”

14The lsraglite man who was killed with the
Midianite woman was named Zimri son of
Sdu. He was the leader of afamily in Smeon’s
family group. 15And the name of the Midianite
woman who was killed was Cozbi.* She was
the daughter of Zur. Zur was the head of a
family and leader of aMidianite family group.

16The Lord said to Moses, 17“The Midianite
people are your enemies. Y ou must kill them.
18They have aready made you their enemies.
They tricked you at Peor. And they tricked
you with the woman named Cozbi.* She was
the daughter of a Midianite leader. But she
was killed when the sickness came to the
Israelite people. That sickness was caused
because the people were tricked into
worshiping the false god Baal of Peor.”
2 After the great sickness, the Lord spoke

to Moses and Eleazar son of Aaron the

priest. 2He said, “Count the people of Isragl.
Count al the men who are 20 years old or older
and list them by families. These are the men
who are ableto servein the army of Isradl.”

3At this time the people were camped in the
Jordan Valley in Moab. This was near the
Jordan River, across from Jericho. So Moses
and Eleazar the priest spoke to the people.
They said, 4You must count every man who
is 20 yearsold or older. The Lord gave Moses
this command.” Here is the list of the people
of Israel that came out of Egypt:

The People Are Counted

made ... pure Or, “atoned.” The Hebrew word means “to
cover,” “to hide,” or “to erase sins.”
Cozbi  Thisnameislike the Hebrew word meaning “my lie.”
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5These are the people from Reuben’s
family. (Reuben was the firstborn* son of
Israel (Jacob).) The families were:

Hanoch—the Hanochite family.
Pallu—the Pdlluite family.

6 Hezron—the Hezronite family.
Carmi—the Carmite family.

Those were the families in Reuben’s family
group. Therewas atotal of 43,730 men.

8Pallu’s son was Eliab. 9Eliab had three
sons—Nemuel, Dathan, and Abiram.
Remember, Dathan and Abiram were the two
|eaders that turned against Moses and Aaron.
They followed Korah when Korah turned
against the Lord. 10That was the time when
the earth opened and swallowed Korah and al
of his followers. And 250 men died! That was
awarning to al the people of Israel. 11But the
other people who were from the family of
Korah did not die.

12These are the families from Simeon’s
family group:

Nemuel—the Nemuelite family.
Jamin—the Jaminite family.
Jakin—the Jakinite family.

18 Zerah—the Zerahite family.
Shaul—the Shaulite family.

14Those were the families in Simeon’s
family group. Therewasatotal of 22,200 men.
15These are the families in Gad's family

group:

Zephon—the Zephonite family.
Haggi—the Haggite family.
Shuni—the Shunite family.

16 Ozni—the Oznite family.
Eri—the Erite family.

17" Arodi—the Arodite family.
Areli—the Arelite family.

18Those were the families in Gad's family
group. There was atotal of 40,500 men.

19-20These are the families in Judah’s
family group:

firstborn  The first child born into a family. The firstborn son
was very important in ancient times.
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Shelah—the Shelanite family.

Perez—the Perezite family.

Zerah—the Zerahite family.

(Two of Judah’s sons, Er and Onan, died
in Canaan.)

21 Thesearethe families from Perez:

Hezron—the Hezronite family.
Hamul—the Hamulite family.

22Those were the families from Judah’s
family group. The total number of men was
76,500.

23The families in Issachar's family group
were:

Tola—the Tolaite family.
Puah—the Puite family.

24 Jashub—the Jashubite family.
Shimron—the Shimronite family.

25Those were the families from Issachar's
family group. The total number of men was
64,300.

26The families in Zebulun's family group
were:

Sered—the Seredite family.
Elon—the Elonite family.
Jahleel—the Jahledlite family.

2TThose were the families from Zebulun's
family group. The total number of men was
60,500.

28Joseph’s two sons were Manasseh and
Ephraim. Each son became a family group with
its own families. 22Manasseh’s families were:

Makir—the Makirite family. (Makir was
the father of Gilead))
Gilead—the Gil eadite family.

30 Thefamiliesfrom Gilead were:
lezer—the lezexite family.
Helek—the Helekite family.

31 Agid—the Agidlitefamily.
Shechem—the Shechemite family.

2 Shemida—the Shemidaite family.
Hepher—the Hepherite family.

33 Zelophehad was the son of Hepher. But he
had no sons—only daughters. His

NUMBERS 26:21-45

daughters names were Mahlah, Noah,
Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah.

3Those are dl the families in Manasseh's
family group. The total number of men was
52,700.

35The families in Ephraim’s family group
were:

Shuthelah—the Shuthelahite family.
Beker—the Bekerite family.
Tahan—the Tahanite family.

3% Eranwasfrom Shuthelah'sfamily. Eran’s
family wasthe Eranite family.

37Those were the families in Ephraim’s
family group. The total number of men was
32,500. Those are al the people who came
from Joseph’s family groups.

38The families in Benjamin's family group
were:

Bela—the Belate family.
Ashbel—the Ashbelite family.
Ahiram—the Ahiramite family.
39 Shupham—the Shuphamite family.
Hupham—the Huphamite family.
40 Thefamiliesfrom Belawere:
Ard—the Ardite family.
Naaman—the Naamanite family.

4Those were dl the familiesin Benjamin's
family group. The total number of men was
45,600.

42The familiesin Dan’s family group were;

Shuham—the Shuhamite family group.

That was the family group from Dan’s
family group. 43There were many families in
the Shuhamite family group. The total number
of men was 64,400.

4Thefamiliesin Asher’sfamily group were:

Imnah—the Imnite family.
|shvi—the Ishvite family.
Beriah—the Beriite family.

4 Thefamiliesfrom Beriah were:

Heber—the Heberite family.
Malkiel—the Malkielite family.
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46(Asher also had a daughter named Serah.)
47Those were the families in Asher’s family
group. The total number of men was 53,400.

48The families from Naphtali's family
group were:

Jahzed —the Jahzeelite family.
Guni—the Gunite family.

49 Jezer—the Jezerite family.
Shillem—the Shillemite family.

S0Those were the families from Naphtali's
family group. The total number of men was
45,400.

510 the total number of men of Israel was
601,730.

52The Lord said to Moses, 53“The land will
be divided and given to these people. Each
family group will get enough land for all of
the people who were counted. >4A large
family will get much land, and a small family
will get less land. The land that they get will
be equal to the number of people who were
counted. S5But you must use lots* to decide
which family gets which part of the land. Each
family group will get its share of the land.
And that land will be given the name of that
family group. S6Land will be given to each
family—large and small. And you will throw
lots to make the decisions.”

57They also counted Levi's family group.
These arethe familiesfrom Levi’sfamily group:

Gershon—the Gershonite family.
Kohath—the Kohathite family.
Merari—the Merarite family.

58These are also families from Levi's
family group:

The Libnite family.
The Hebronite family.
The Mahlite family.
The Mushite family.
The Korahite family.

Amram was from the Kohath family group.
S9Amram’s wife was named Jochebed. She
was also from Levi’s family group. She was

lots  Sticks, stones, or pieces of bone used like dice for making
decisions. See Proverbs 16:33.
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born in Egypt. Amram and Jochebed has two
sons, Aaron and Moses. They also had a
daughter, Miriam,

60Aaron was the father of Nadab, Abihu,
Eleazar, and Ithamar. 61But Nadab and Abihu
died. They died because they made an offering
to the Lord with fire that was not allowed.

62The total number of men from Levi’s
family group was 23,000. But these men were
not counted with the other people of Israel.
They did not get a share of the land that the
Lord gave to the other people.

63Moses and Eleazar the priest counted all
these people. They counted the people of Israel
while they were in the Jordan Valley in Moab.
This was near the Jordan River across from
Jericho. 64Many years before, in the Sinal
desert, Moses and Aaron the priest counted the
people of Israel. But all those people were
dead. None of those people were still alive.
85\Why? Because the Lord told those people of
Israel that they would all die in the desert. The
only two men who were |eft dive were Caleb
son of Jephunneh and Joshua son of Nun.

2 Zelophehad was the son of Hepher.

Hepher was the son of Gilead. Gilead
was the son of Makir. Makir was the son of
Manasseh. Manasseh was the son of Joseph.
Zelophehad had five daughters. Their names
were Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and
Tirzah. 2These five women went to the
Meeting Tent* and stood before Moses,
Eleazar the priest, the leaders, and all the
people of Israel.

The five daughters said, 3“Our father died
while we were traveling through the desert.
Our father died a natural death. He was not
one of the men that joined Korah's group.
(Korah was the man who turned against the
Lord.) But our father had no sons. 4This
means that our father’s name will not
continue. It is not fair that our father's name
will not continue. His name will end because
he had no sons. So we ask you to give us some
of theland that our father's brothers will get.”

Zelophehad's Daughters

Megting Tent The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.
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550 Moses asked the Lord what he should
do. 6The Lord said to him, 7The daughters of
Zelophehad are right. They should share the
land with their father’s brothers. So give them
the land that you would have given to their
father.

8 So make this law to the people of Israel,
‘If a man has no son, and he dies, then
everything he owns should be given to his
daughter. 9If he has no daughter, then
everything he owns should be given to his
brothers. 10If he has no brothers, then
everything he owns should be given to his
father’s brothers. 11f his father had no
brothers, then everything he owns should be
given to the closest relative in his family. This
should be a law among the people of Israel.
The Lord gives this command to Moses.””

Joshua Is the New Leader

12Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go up on
one of mountains in the desert east of the
Jordan River. There you will seethe land that |
am giving to the people of Isragl. 13After you
have seen this land, then you will die like your
brother Aaron. 14Remember when the people
became angry at the water in the desert of Zin.
Both you and Aaron refused to obey my
command. You did not honor me and show the
people that | am holy.” (This was at the water
of Meribah* near Kadesh in the desert of Zin.)

15Moses said to the Lord, 16“The Lord is
the God who knows what people are thinking.
Lord, | pray that you will choose a leader for
these people.* 17| pray that the Lord will
choose a |eader that will lead them out of this
land and bring them into the new land. Then
the Lord’s people will not be like sheep
without a shepherd.”

1850 the Lord said to Moses, “ Joshua son of
Nun will be the new leader. He is very wise.*
Make him the new leader. 19Tell him to stand

water of Meribah  Or, “water of rebellion”.

Thelord ... these people Literaly, “May the Lord, the God of
the spirits of al people, appoint aman for this community.”
Joshua ... isvery wise Literaly, “Take Joshua son of Nun. He
isaman with aspiritin him.” This might mean that Joshuawas

very wise, or it might mean that God' s Spirit was with him.

NUMBERS 27:5-28:8

before Eleazar the priest and al the people.
Then make him the new |eader.

20" Show the people that you are making
him leader,* then all the people will obey him.
21f Joshua needs to make a decision, then he
will go to Eleazar the priest. Eleazar will use
the Urim* to learn the Lord's answer. Then
Joshua and all the people of Israel will do the
things God says. If he says, ‘go to war,’ then
they will go towar. And if he says, ‘go home,’
then they will go home.”

22M oses obeyed the Lord. Mosestold Joshua
to stand before Eleazar the priest, and al the
people of Isragl. 23Then Moses put his hands on
him to show that he was the new leader. He did
thisthe way the Lord had told him.

2 Then the Lord spoke to Moses. He said,

2“Give this command to the people of
Israel. Tell them to be sure to give the grain
offerings and sacrifices to me a the right time.
Those are the offerings made by fire. Their
smell will please the Lord. 3These are the
offerings made by fire that they must give to
the Lord. Every day they must give 2 lambs
that are one year old. There must be nothing
wrong with them. 4Offer one of the lambs in
the morning, and offer the other lamb at
twilight.* SAlso give a grain offering of 8
cups® of fine flour mixed with 1 quart* of olive
oil.” 6(They started giving the daily offerings at
Mount Sinai. They were offerings made by fire.
Their smell pleased the Lord.) "The people
must also give the drink offerings that go with
the offerings made by fire. They must give 1
quart* of wine with every lamb. Pour that drink
offering .on the dtar, in the Holy Place. Thisis
a gift to the Lord. 8Offer the second lamb at
twilight.* Offer it just like the morning
offering. Also give the drink offering that goes

Daily Offerings

Show ... leader Literaly, “Give him some of your glory.”

Urim  Used together with the Thummim to learn God's answer
to questions. They were probably like lots—stones, sticks, or
bones that were thrown like dice to make decisions.

twilight - The time after the sun goes down, but before dark.

8cups Literaly, “1/10 of an ephah.”

lquart Literaly, “V4hin

twilight - The time after the sun goes down, but before dark.
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with it. This will be an offering made by fire.
Itssmell will pleasethe Lord.”

Sabbath Offerings

9On the Sabbath,* you must give 2 lambs
that are one year old. There must be nothing
wrong with them. You must also give a grain
offering of 16 cups* of fine flour mixed with
olive ail, and a drink offering. 10This is a
special offering for the day of rest. This
offering is in addition to the regular daily
offering and drink offering.”

Monthly Meetings

11*0On the first day of each month you will
offer aspecia burnt offering to the Lord. This
offering will be 2 male bulls, 1 ram, and 7
lambs that are one year old. There must be
nothing wrong with them. 12With each bull,
you must give a grain offering of 24 cups* of
fine flour mixed with olive oil. And with the
ram, you must give a grain offering of 16
cups* of fine flour mixed with olive oil.
13Also give a grain offering of 8 cups* of fine
flour mixed with olive oil with each lamb.
Thiswill be an offering made by fire. Its smell
will please the Lord. 24The drink offering will
be 2 quarts* of wine with each bull, 1 1/4
quarts* of wine with the ram, and 1 quart* of
wine with each lamb. That is the burnt
offering that must be offered each and every
month of the year. 15In addition to the regular
daily burnt offering and drink offering, you
must also give 1 male goat to the Lord. That
goat will be asin offering.

Passover

16*The Lord's Passover will be on the 14th
day of the first month. 17The Festival of
Unleavened Bread begins on the 15th day of
that month. This holiday lasts for seven days.
The only bread you can eat is bread made
without yeast. 18You must have a special

Sabbath  Saturday, aday of rest and worship for the Jews.
16 cups Literally, “2/10 of an ephah.”

24cups Literaly, “3/10 of an ephah.”

8cups Literaly, “1/10 of an ephah.”

2quarts Literdly, “1/2 hin.”

1V4quarts Literaly, “13hin."

lquart Literaly, “1/4hin."
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meeting on the first day of this holiday. You
will not do any work on that day. 19Y ou will
give burnt offerings to the Lord. The burnt
offerings will be 2 bulls, 1 ram, and 7 lambs
that are one year old. There must be nothing
wrong with them. 20-21Y ou must also give a
grain offering of 24 cups* of fine flour mixed
with olive oil with each bull, and 16 cups* of
fine flour mixed with oil with the ram, and 8
cups® of fine flour mixed with oil for each
lamb. 22Y ou must also give 1 male goat. That
goat will be asin offering to make you pure.*
23Y ou must give those offerings in addition to
the morning burnt offerings that you give
every day.

24|n the same way, each day for seven
days, you must give the offerings made by fire
to the Lord and the drink offerings that go
with them. The smell of these offerings will
please the Lord. The offerings will be food
[for the people;. You must give these offerings
In addition to the burnt offerings that you give
every day.

25“Then, on the seventh day |of this holiday,,
you will have another special meeting. You
will not do any work on that day.

Festival of Weeks (Pentecost)

26 At the Festival of Firgtfruits® (the Festival
of Weeks) use the new crops to give a grain
offering to the Lord. At that time, you must
aso cal a specia meeting. You must not do
any work on that day. 27Y ou must offer a burnt
offering. It will be an offering made by fire. Its
smell will please the Lord. You must offer 2
bulls, 1 ram, and 7 lambs that are one year old.
There must be nothing wrong with them.
28Y ou must also give 24 cups* of fine flour
mixed with oil with each bull and 16 cups*
with each ram, 2%and 8 cups* with each lamb.
30You must aso sacrifice 1 male goat to make
you pure.* 3LYou must give those offerings in
addition to the daily burnt offerings and the
grain offering you give with them. Be sure

make ... pure  Or, “make atonement.” The Hebrew word means
“to cover,” “to hidg" or “to erase Sins.”

Firgtfruits Grain, such as wheat, and other crops that began to
ripen around May and June. The first crops harvested were
givento God.
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there is nothing wrong with the animals or the
drink offerings that you give with them.

Festival of Trumpets

29“There will be a specid megting on the
first day of the seventh month. Y ou will
not do any work on that day. That is the day
for blowing the trumpet.* 2Y ou will offer burnt
offerings. Their smell will please the Lord.
You will offer 1 bull, 1 ram, and 7 lambs that
are one year old. There must be nothing wrong
with them. 3You will aso offer 24 cups* of
fine flour mixed with oil with the bull, 16
cups® with the ram, 4and 8 cups* with each of
the 7 lambs. SAlso, offer 1 male goat for asin
offering to make you pure.* 6Those offerings
arein addition to the New Moon* sacrifice and
its grain offering. And they are in addition to
the daily sacrifice and its grain offerings and
drink offerings. Those must be done according
to the rules. They must be offerings made by
fire. Their smell will please the Lord.

The Day of Atonement

™There will be a special meeting on the
tenth day of the seventh month. During that
day you must not eat any food.* And you
must not do any work. 8You will offer burnt
offerings. Their smell will please the Lord.
You must offer 1 bull, 1 ram, and 7 lambs that
are one year old. There must be nothing
wrong with them. 9Y ou must also offer 24
cups* of fine flour mixed with olive oil with
the bull, 16 cups* with the ram, 1%and 8 cups*
with each of the 7 lambs. 11Y ou will aso offer
1 male goat as a sin offering. This will be in
addition to the sin offering for the Day of

blowing the trumpet  Or, “shouting.” This might mean that this
isaday for shouting and being happy.

24 cups Literaly, “3/10 of an ephah.”

16 cups Literaly, “2/10 of an ephah.”

8cups Literdly, “1/10 of an ephah.”

make ... pure  Or, “make atonement.” The Hebrew word means
“to cover,” “to hide,” or “to erase Sins.”

New Moon The first day of the Jewish month. This was a
specia day of worship.

you ... food Literaly, “You will humble your souls.”
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Atonement.* This will aso be in addition to
the daily sacrifice and its grain offerings and
drink offerings.

Festival of Shelters

12*There will be a specia meeting on the
15th day of the seventh month. | This will be
the Festival of Shelters.*; You must not do
any work on that day. You must celebrate a
specia holiday for the Lord for seven days.
13y ou will offer burnt offerings. They will be
offerings made by fire. Their smell will please
the Lord. You will offer 13 bulls, 2 rams, and
14 lambs that are one year old. There must be
nothing wrong with them. 14You must also
offer 24 cups* of fine flour mixed with ail
with each of the 13 bulls, 16 cups* with each
of the 2 rams, 15and 8 cups* with each of the
14 lambs. 16Y ou must also offer 1 male goat.
This must be in addition to the daily sacrifice
and its grain offerings and drink offerings.

17On the second day |of this holiday,, you
must offer 12 bulls, 2 rams, and 14 lambs that
are one year old. There must be nothing
wrong with them. 18Y ou must also give the
right amount of grain and drink offerings with
the bulls, rams, and lambs. 19Y ou must also
offer 1 male goat as a sin offering. This must
be in addition to the daily sacrifice and its
grain offerings and drink offerings.

20“On the third day ,of this holiday,, you
must offer 11 bulls, 2 rams, and 14 lambs that
are one year old. There must be nothing
wrong with them. 21Y ou must also give the
right amount of grain and drink offerings with
the bulls, rams, and lambs. 22Y ou must also
give 1 goat as a sin offering. This must be in
addition to the daily sacrifice and its grain
offerings and drink offerings.

23*0On the fourth day |of this holiday,, you
must offer 10 bulls, 2 rams, and 14 lambs that
are one year old. There must be nothing

Day of Atonement Also called “Yom Kippur"—a very
important holiday for the Jews. On this day, the high priest
went into the Most Holy Place and did the ceremony that
atoned (covered or erased) the sins of the people.

Festival of Shelters Also called “Succoth” or “Feast of
Tabernacles.” At this time in ancient Israel, Jewish people
traveled to Jerusalem and camped out in tents and temporary
shelters to help them remember their timein the Sinai desert.
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wrong with them. 24Y ou must also give the
right amount of grain and drink offerings with
the bulls, rams, and lambs. 25Y ou must also
give 1 male goat as a sin offering. This must
be in addition to the daily sacrifice and its
grain offerings and drink offerings.

26“On the fifth day (of this holiday,, you
must offer 9 bulls, 2 rams, and 14 [ambs that
are one year old. There must be nothing
wrong with them. 27Y ou must also give the
right anount of grain and drink offerings with
the bulls, rams, and lambs. 28Y ou must also
give 1 male goat as a sin offering. This must
be in addition to the daily sacrifice and its
grain offerings and drink offerings.

29“On the sixth day |of this holiday,, you
must offer 8 bulls, 2 rams, and 14 [ambs that
are one year old. There must be nothing
wrong with them. 30Y ou must also give the
right amount of grain and drink offerings for
the bulls, rams, and lambs. 31You must also
give 1 male goat as a sin offering. This must
be in addition to the daily sacrifice and its
grain offerings and drink offerings.

32On the seventh day |of this holiday,, you
must offer 7 bulls, 2 rams, and 14 lambs that
are one year old. There must be nothing
wrong with them. 33Y ou must also give the
right amount of grain and drink offerings with
the bulls, rams, and lambs. 34Y ou must also
give 1 male goat as a sin offering. This must
be in addition to the daily sacrifice and its
grain offerings and drink offerings.

35*The eighth day of this holiday, is a very
special meeting for you. Y ou must not do any
work on that day. 36You must offer a burnt
offering. It will an offering made by fire. Its
smell will please the Lord. You must offer
1 bull, 1 ram, and 7 lambs that are one year
old. There must be nothing wrong with them.
37Y ou must also give the right amount of
grain and drink offerings with the bull, ram,
and lambs. 38Y ou must also give 1 male goat
as a sin offering. This must be in addition to
the daily sacrifice and its grain offerings and
drink offerings.

3%“At the specia holidays you must bring
your burnt offerings, grain offerings, drink
offerings, and fellowship offerings. You must
give those offerings to the Lord. Those
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offerings are in addition to any specia gift
you might want to give to the Lord and any
offering that is part of any special promise
you make.”

40Moses told the people of Israel about all of
the things that the Lord had commanded him.
3 Moses spoke with al the leaders of the

Israelite family groups. Moses told
them about these commands from the Lord:
2“1f a person wants to make a special
promise to God, or if that person promises to
give something specia to God, then let him do
that thing. But that person must do exactly
what he promises!

3*A young woman might still be living in
her father's house. And that young woman
might make a special promise to give
something to the Lord. 4If her father hears
about the promise and agrees, then the young
woman must do the thing she promised. SBut
if her father hears about the promise and does
not agree, then she is free from her promise.
She does not have to do the thing she
promised. Her father stopped her, so the Lord
will forgive her.

6*A woman might make a specia promiseto
give something to the Lord and then get
married. 7If the husband hears about the
promise and doesn't object, then the woman
must do the thing she promised. 8But if the
hushand hears about the promise and refuses to
let her keep her promise, then the wife does not
have to do the thing she promised. Her husband
broke the promise—he did not let her do the
thing she said. So the Lord will forgive her.

9A widow* or a divorced woman might
make a specia promise. If she does, then she
must do exactly what she promised. 10A
married woman might make a promise to give
something to the Lord. 1f her husband hears
about the promise and lets her keep her promise,
then she must do exactly what she promised.
She mugt give everything she promised. 12But if
her hushand hears about the promise and
refuses to let her keep the promise, then she

Special Promises

widow(s) Women whose husbands have died. Often these
women had no one to take care of them.
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does not have to do what she promised. It does
not matter what she promised, her husband can
break the promise. If her husband breaks the
promise, then the Lord will forgive her. 13A
married woman might promise to give
something to the Lord, or she might promise to
do without something,* or she might make
some other special promise to God. The
husband can stop any of those promises, and the
husband can let her keep any of those promises.
14How does the husband let his wife keep her
promises? If he hears about the promises and
does not stop them, then the woman must do
exactly what she promised. 15But if the husband
hears about the promises and stops them, then
heisresponsible for bresking her promises*”

16Those are the commands that the Lord
gave to Moses. Those are the commands
about a man and his wife, and about a father
and his daughter that is still young and living
a homein her father's house.

Israel Fights Back Against the Midianites

3 The Lord spoke to Moses. He said, 2

will help the people of Israel get even
with the Midianites. After that, Moses, you
will die*”

3S0 Moses spoke to the people. He said,
“Choose some of your men to be soldiers. The
Lord will use those men to get even with the
Midianites. 4Choose 1,000 men from each of
the family groups of Israel. SThere will be a
total of 12,000 soldiers from the family
groups of Isragl.”

6Moses sent those 12,000 men to war. He
sent Phineas, the son of Eleazar the priest,
with them. Phineas took the holy things and
the horns and trumpets with him. 7The people
of Israel fought the Midianites like the Lord
had commanded. They killed all of the
Midianite men. 8Among the people that they
killed were Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur, and Reba—
the five kings of Midian. They also killed
Balaam son of Beor with asword.

do without something Literaly, “humble her soul.” Usually
this means to make the body suffer in some way, such as by
not eating food.

he... her promises Literally, “he carries her guilt.”

you will die  Literally, “you will be gathered to your people.”

NUMBERS 30:13-31:24

9The people of Israel took the Midianite
women and children as prisoners. They aso
took all their sheep, cows, and other things.
10Then they burned all their towns and
villages. 11They took all the people and
animals 12and brought them to Moses, Eleazar
the priest, and all the other people of Israel.
They brought all of the things they took in war
to the camp of Israel. The people of Israel
were camped in the Jordan Valley in Moab.
This was on the east side of the Jordan River
across from Jericho. 13Then Moses, Eleazar
the priest, and the leaders of the people went
out of the camp to meet with the soldiers.

14Moses was very angry againgt the leaders
of the army. He was angry against the
commanders of 1,000 men and against the
commanders of 100 men that came back from
the war. 15Moses said to them, “Why did you
let the women live? 16These are the women
who caused the men of Israel to turn away
from the Lord during the Balaam incident—
that time at Peor. The disease will again come
to the Lord’s people. 17Now, kill all the
Midianite boys. And kill all the Midianite
women who had lived with a man. Kill &l the
Midianite women who have had sexual
relations with any man. 18You can let al the
young girls live—but only if they never had
sexual relations with any man. 19And then, all
of you men who killed other people must stay
outside the camp for seven days. Y ou must
stay outside the camp even if you just touched
a dead body. On the third day, you and your
prisoners must make yourselves pure. You
must do the same thing again on the seventh
day. 20Y ou must wash al of your clothes. You
must wash anything made with leather, wool,
or wood. Y ou must become pure.”

21Then Eleazar the priest spoke to the
soldiers. He said, “Those are the rules that the
Lord gave to Moses. Those rules are about
soldiers coming back from war. 22-23But the
rules for things that can be put in the fire are
different. You must put gold, silver, bronze,
iron, tin, or lead into the fire. And then wash
those things with water and they will be pure.
If things cannot be put in fire, then you must
still wash them with water. 240n the seventh
day you must wash al of your clothes. Then
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you will become pure. After that you can
comeinto camp.”

25Then the Lord said to Moses, 26“You,
Eleazar the priest, and al the |leaders should
count al of the prisoners, animals, and all of
the things that the soldiers took in war. 2/Then
divide those things between the soldiers that
went to war and the rest of the people of
Israel. 28Take part of those things from the
soldiers that went to war. That part will
belong to the Lord. The Lord's share is one
thing for every 500 things. This includes
people, cows, donkeys, and sheep. 29Take
those things from the soldiers' half of the
things they took in war. Then give those
things to Eleazar the priest. That part will
belong to the Lord. 30And then, from the
people’s half, take one thing for every 50
things. This includes people, cows, donkeys,
sheep, or any other animal. Give that share to
the Levites. Why? Because the Levites take
care of the Lord’sHoly Tent.”

31S0 Moses and Eleazar did what the Lord
commanded Moses. 32The soldiers had taken
675,000 sheep, 3372,000 cows, 3461,000
donkeys, 35and 32,000 women. (Those are
only the women who had not had sexual
relations with any man.) 36The soldiers that
went to war got 337,500 sheep. 37They gave
675 sheep to the Lord. 38The soldiers got
36,000 cows. They gave 72 cows to the Lord.
39The soldiers got 30,500 donkeys. They gave
61 donkeys to the Lord. 40The soldiers got
16,000 women. They gave 32 women to the
Lord. 4IMoses gave al of those gifts for the
Lord to Eleazar the priest, like the Lord had
commanded him.

42Then Moses counted, the people's half.
Thiswastheir share that Moses had taken from
the soldiers that had gone to war. 43The people
got 337,500 sheep, 4436,000 cows, 4530,500
donkeys, 46and 16,000 women. 4/For every 50
things, Moses took one thing for the Lord. This
included the animals and the people. Then he
gave those things to the Levites. Why?
Because they took care of the Lord's Holy
Tent. Moses did thislike the Lord commanded.

48Then the |eaders of the army (the leaders
over 1,000 men and the leaders over 100 men)
came to Moses. 49They told Moses, “We, your
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servants, have counted our soldiers. We have
not missed any of them. 50So we are bringing
the Lord's gift from every soldier. We are
bringing things that are made of gold—arm
bands, bracelets, rings, earrings, and necklaces.
This gift to the Lord isto make us pure.*”

51So Moses took al of those things made
from gold and gave them to Eleazar the
priest. 52The gold that the leaders of 1,000
men and the leaders of 100 men gave to the
Lord weighed about 420 pounds.* 53The
soldiers kept the rest of their share of the
things they took in war. 54Moses and Eleazar
the priest took the gold from the leaders of
1,000 men and the leaders of 100 men. Then
they put that gold in the Meeting Tent.* This
present was a memorial* before the Lord for

the people of Israel.
3 The family groups of Reuben and Gad
had many, many cows. Those people
looked at the land near Jazer and Gilead. They
saw that this land was good for their cows. 2S0
the people from the family groups of Reuben
and Gad came to Moses. They spoke to Moses,
Eleazar the priest, and the leaders of the
people. 3-4They said, “We, your servants, have
many, many cows. And the land that we have
fought against is a good land for cows. This
land includes the area around Ataroth, Dibon,
Jazer, Nimrah, Heshbon, Elealeh, Sibmah,*
Nebo, and Beon. SIf it pleases you, we would
like this land to be given to us. Don't take us
to the other side of the Jordan River.”
6Moses told the people from the family
groups of Reuben and Gad, “Will you let
your brothers go and fight while you settle
here? "Why are you trying to discourage the
people of Israel? You will make them not
want to cross the river and take the land that
the Lord has given to them! 8Y our fathers did

Family Groups East of the Jordan River

make ... pure  Or, “make atonement.” The Hebrew word means
“to cover,” “to hide,” or “to erase Sins.”

420 pounds  Literally, “ 16,750 shekels.”

Meeting Tent  The Holy Tent (tabernacle) where the people of
Israel went to meet with God.

memorial  Something that helps people remember things that
happened in the past.

Sibmah  Or, “ Sebam.”
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the same thing to me. In Kadesh Barnea | sent
spies to look at the land. 9Those men went as
far as Eshcol Valley. They saw the land. And
those men discouraged the people of Israel.
Those men made the people of Israel not
want to go into the land that the Lord had
given to them. 10The Lord became very angry
a the people. The Lord made this promise:
11*None of the people who came from Egypt
and are 20 years old or older will be allowed
to see this land. | made a promise to
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. | promised to
give this land to these people. But they have
not truly followed me. So they will not get
this land,. 120nly Caleb son of Jephunneh the
Kenizzite and Joshua son of Nun truly
followed the Lord!’

13*The Lord was very angry against the
people of Israel. So the Lord made the people
stay in the desert for 40 years. The Lord made
them stay there until al the people who had
sinned against the Lord were dead. 14And now
you are doing the same thing that your fathers
did. You sinful people, do you want the Lord
to be even more angry againgt his people? 151f
you quit following the Lord, then the Lord
will make Isragl stay even longer in the desert.
Then you will destroy al of these people!”

16But the people from Reuben’s and Gad's
family groups, went to Moses. They said, “We
will build cities for our children and barns for
our animals here. 1/Then our children can be
safe from the other people that live in this
land. But we will gladly come and help the
other people of Israel. We will bring them to
their land. 18We will not come back home
until everyone in Israel has taken his part of
the land. 19We won't take any of the land west
of the Jordan River. No! Our part of the land
Iseast of the Jordan River.”

2050 Moses told them, “If you do dll of these
things, then this land will belong to you. But
your soldiers must go before the Lord into
battle. 21Y our soldiers must cross the Jordan
River and force the enemy to leave the country.
22After the Lord helps us al take the land, then
you can go back home. Then the Lord and
Israel will not think that you are guilty. Then
the Lord will let you have this land. 23But if you
don't do these things, then you will be sinning
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againgt the Lord. And know for sure that you
will be punished for your sin. 24Buiild cities for
your children and barns for your animals. But
then, you must do what you promised.”

25Then the people from the family groups
of Gad and Reuben said to Moses, “We are
your servants. Y ou are our master. So we will
do what you say. 260ur wives, children, and
al our animals will stay in the Gilead cities.
21But we, your servants, will cross the Jordan
River,. We will march before the Lord into
battle, like our master says.”

2850 Moses, Eleazar the priest, Joshua son
of Nun, and all the leaders of the family
groups of Israel heard them make that
promise. 29Moses said to them, “The people
of Gad and Reuben will cross the Jordan
River,. They will march before the Lord into
battle. They will help you take the land. And
you will give the land of Gilead as their part
of the country. 30They promise to help you
take the land of Canaan.”

31The people of Gad and Reuben answered,
“We promise to do what the Lord
commanded. 32We will cross the Jordan
River, and march before the Lord into the land
of Canaan. And our part of the country is the
land east of the Jordan River.”

33S0 Moses gave that land to the people of
Gad, to the people of Reuben, and to half of
Manasseh’'s family group. (Manasseh was
Joseph's son.) That land included the kingdom
of Sihon the Amorite and the kingdom of Og,
king of Bashan. That land included all the
citiesaround that area.

34The people of Gad built the cities of
Dibon, Ataroth, Aroer, 35Atroth Shophan,
Jazer, Jogbehah, 36Beth Nimrah, and Beth
Haran. They built cities with strong walls, and
they built barns for their animals.

37The people of Reuben built Heshbon,
Elealeh, Kiriathaim, 3éNebo, Baal Meon, and
Sibmah. They used the names of the cities that
they built again. But they changed the names
of Nebo and Baal Meon.

39People from Makir's family group went
to Gilead. (Makir was Manasseh's son.) They
defeated the city. They defeated the Amorites
that lived there. 490So Moses gave Gilead to
Makir from Manasseh's family group. So his
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family settled there. 41Jair, from the family of
Manasseh, defeated the small towns there.
Then he called them Towns of Jair. 42Nobah
defeated Kenath and the small towns near it.
Then he called that place by his own name.
3 Moses and Aaron led the people of
|srael out of Egypt in groups.* Here are

the places they traveled. 2Moses wrote about
the places they traveled. Moses wrote the
things that the Lord wanted. Here are the
placesthey traveled and when they |eft:

30n the 15th day of the first month, they
left Rameses. That morning after Passover,
the people of Israel marched out of Egypt with
their amsraised jin victory,. All the people of
Egypt saw them. 4The Egyptians were burying
al of the people that the Lord killed. They
were burying all of their firstborn* |sons,. The
Lord had shown his judgment against the
gods* of Egypt.

5The people of Israel left Rameses and
traveled to Succoth. 6From Succoth they
traveled to Etham. The people camped there at
the edge of the desert. "They left Etham and
went to Pi Hahiroth. This was near Baal
Zephon. The people camped near Migdol.

8The people left Pi Hahiroth and walked
through the middle of the sea. They went
toward the desert. Then they traveled for three
days through the Etham desert. The people
camped at Marah.

9The people left Marah and went to Elim
and camped there. There were 12 springs of
water and 70 palm trees there.

10The people left Elim and camped near the
Red Sea.*

1The people left the Red Sea* and camped
in the Zin desert.

12The people left the Zin desert and camped
a Dophkah.

Israel’s Journey from Egypt

group(s) Or, “division(s).” This is a military term that shows
Israel was organized like an army.

firstborn  The first child born into a family. The firstborn son
was very important in ancient times.

gods This might be the false gods of Egypt or here it might
mean the king and other powerful leadersin Egypt.

Red Sea  Or, “Reed Sea.” See 1Kings 9:26.
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13The people left Dophkah and camped at
Alush,

14The people left Alush and camped at
Rephidim. At that place, there was no water
for the people to drink.

15The people left Rephidim and camped in
the Sinal desert.

16The people left the Sinai desert and
camped at Kibroth Hattaavah.

17The people left Kibroth Hattaavah and
camped at Hazeroth.

18The people left Hazeroth and camped at
Rithmah,

19The people left Rithmah and camped at
Rimmon Perez.

20The people left Rimmon Perez and
camped at Libnah.

21The people left Libnah and camped at
Rissah.

22The people left Rissah and camped at
Kehelathah.

23The people |eft Kehelathah and camped at
Mount Shepher.

24The people left Mount Shepher and
camped at Haradah.

25The people left Haradah and camped at
Makheloth.

26The people left Makheloth and camped at
Tahath.

27The people left Tahath and camped at
Terah.

28The people left Terah and camped at
Mithcah.

29The people left Mithcah and camped at
Hashmonah.

30The people left Hashmonah and camped
a Moseroth.

31The people left Moseroth and camped at
Bene Jaakan.

32The people |eft Bene Jaakan and camped
a Hor Haggidgad.

33The people left Hor Haggidgad and
camped at Jothathah.

34The people left Jotbathah and camped at
Abronah.

35The people left Abronah and camped at
Ezion Geber.

36The people left Ezion Geber and camped
at Kadesh, inthe Zin desert.
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37The people left Kadesh and camped at
Hor. This was the mountain at the border of
the country Edom. 38Aaron the priest obeyed
the Lord and went up Mount Hor. Aaron died
at that place. Aaron died on thefirst day of the
fifth month. That was the 40th year after the
people of Israel had left Egypt. 39Aaron was
123 years old when he died on Mount Hor.

40Arad was a town in the Negev,* in the
land of Canaan. The Canaanite king in that
place heard that the people of Israel were
coming. 41The people left Mount Hor and
camped a Zalmonah.

42The people left Zalmonah and camped a
Punon.

43The people left Punon and camped at
Oboth.

4The people left Oboth and camped at lye
Abarim. This was at the border of the
country Moab.

45The people left lyim (lye Abarim) and
camped at Dibon Gad.

46The people left Dibon Gad and camped at
Almon Diblathaim.

47The people left Almon Diblathaim and
camped on the mountains of Abarim near Nebo.

48The people left the mountains of Abarim
and camped in the Jordan Valley in Moab.
This was near the Jordan River across from
Jericho. 49They camped by the Jordan River in
the Jordan Valley in Moab. Their camp went
from Beth Jesnimoth to Acacia Field.

S0At that place, the Lord spoke to Moses.
He said, 51 Speak to the people of Isragl. Tell
them these things: You will cross the Jordan
River. You will go into the land of Canaan.
52Y ou will take the land from the people you
find there. You must destroy all of their
carved statues and idols. Y ou must destroy all
of their high places.* 53Y ou will take the land
and you will settle there. Why? Because | am
giving this land to you. It will belong to your
families. S4Each of your families will get part
of the land. You will throw lots* to decide

Negev The desert area south of Judah.

high places Places for worshiping God or false gods. These
places were usually on the hills and mountains.

lots Sticks, stones, or pieces of bone used like dice for making
decisions. See Proverbs 16:33.

NUMBERS 33:37-34:13

which family gets each part of the country.
Large families will get large parts of the land.
Small families will get small parts of the
land. The lots will show which family gets
which part of the land. Each family group
will get its part of the land.

55*You must force those other people to
leave the country. If you let those people stay
in your country, then they will bring many
troubles to you. They will be like stickers in
your eyes and they will be like thorns in your
side. They will bring many troubles to the
country where you will be living. %61 showed
you what | would do—and | will do that to you
if you let those people stay in your country,.”
3 The Lord spoke to Moses. He said,

2*Give this command to the people of

Isragl: You are coming to the land of Canaan.
Y ou will defeat this country. You will take the
whole land of Canaan. 30n the south, you will
get part of the Zin desert near Edom. Y our
southern border will start at the southern end
of the Dead Sea. 41t will cross south of
Scorpion Pass. It will go through the Zin
desert to Kadesh Barnea, and then to Hazar
Addar and then it will pass through Azmon.
SFrom Azmon, the border will go to the River
of Egypt,* and it will end at the Mediterranean
Sea. 6Your western border will be the
Mediterranean Sea. 7Y our northern border will
begin at the Mediterranean Sea and go to
Mount Hor (in Lebanon). 8From Mount Hor, it
will go to Lebo Hamath, and then to Zedad.
9Then that border will go to Ziphron and it
will end at Hazar Enan. So that will be your
northern border. 10Y our eastern border will
begin at Enan and it will go to Shepham.
11From Shepham, the border will go east of
Ain to Riblah. The border will continue along
the hills by Lake Galilee* 12Then the border
will continue along the Jordan River. It will
end at the Dead Sea. Those are the borders
around your country.”

13S0 Moses gave this command to the
people of Israel, “That isthe land that you will

The Borders of Canaan

River of Egypt Thatis, the stream called, “Wadi El-Arish.”
LakeGalilee Literally, “Kinnereth Lake.”
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get. You will throw lots* to divide the land
among the nine family groups and half of
Manasseh’s family group. 14Reuben’s and
Gad's family groups, and half of Manasseh's
family group have aready taken their land.
15Those two and a half family groups took the
land near Jericho—they took the land east of
the Jordan River.”

16Then the Lord spoke to Moses. He said,
17 These are the men who will help you
divide the land: Eleazar the priest, Joshua son
of Nun, 18and the leaders of all the family
groups. There will be one leader from each
family group. Those men will divide the land.
19These are the names of the leaders:

from Judah’s family group—Caleb son

of Jephunneh;

20 from Simeon’sfamily group—Shemuel
son of Ammihud;

21 from Benjamin'sfamily group—Elidad
son of Kidon;

22 from Dan’s family group—Bukki son
of Jogli;

23 from Joseph's descendants

from Manasseh's family group—

Hanniel son of Ephod;
24 from Ephraim’s family group—Kemuel
son of Shiphtan;
25 from Zebulun's family group—Elizaphan
son of Parnach;
%6 fromIssachar’sfamily group—Paltiel son
of Azzan;
21 from Asher’s family group—Ahihud son
of Shelomi;
28 from Naphtali’sfamily group—Pedahel
son of Ammihud.”

29The Lord chose those men to divide the
land of Canaan among the people of Isral.

The Levites’ Towns

35The Lord spoke to Moses. This was in
the Jordan Valley in Moab, near the
Jordan River, across from Jericho. The Lord
said, 2“Tell the people of Israel that they
should give some of the cities in their part of

lots  Sticks, stones, or pieces of bone used like dice for making
decisions. See Proverbs 16:33.
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the land to the Levites. The people of Israel
should give those cities and the pastures
around them to the Levites. 3The Levites will
be able to livein those cities. And dl the cows
and other animals that belong to the Levites
will be able to eat from the pastures around
those cities. 4How much of your land should
you give to the Levites?, From the walls of the
cities, go out 1,500 feet*—all of that land will
belong to the Levites. 5Also, all of the land
3,000 feet* east of the city, and 3,000 feet
south of the city, and 3,000 feet west of the
city, and 3,000 feet north of the city will
belong to the Levites. (The city will be in the
middle of all that land.) 6Six of those cities
will be cities of safety. If a person
;accidentally, kills someone, then that person
can run to those towns for safety. In addition
to those six cities, you will also give 42 more
cities to the Levites. 7So you will give a total
of 48 cities to the Levites. You will adso give
them the land around those cities. 8The large
families of Israel \will get large pieces of land,.
The small families of Israel \will get small
pieces of land,. So the large family groups will
give more cities and the small family groups
will give fewer citiesto the Levites”

9Then the Lord spoke to Moses. He said,
10“Tell the people these things: You people
will cross the Jordan River and go into the
land of Canaan. 1Y ou must choose towns to
be cities of safety. If a person accidentally kills
another person, then that person can run to one
of those cities for safety. 12That person will be
safe from anyone from the dead man’s family
that wants to get even. That person will be safe
until he is judged in court. 13There will be six
cities of safety. 14Three of those cities will be
east of the Jordan River. And three of those
cities will be in the land of Canaan, west of
the Jordan River,. 15Those cities will be places
of safety for citizens of Israel, and for
foreigners and travelers. Any of those people
will be able to run to one of those cities if he
accidentally kills someone.

1,500 feet Literally, “1,000 cubits.” The people probably let
their sheep and cows use this land.

3,000 feet Literaly, “2,000 cubits.” The Levites probably used
thisland for gardens and vineyards.
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16*|f a person uses an iron weapon* to kill
someone, then that person must die. 17And if a
person takes a rock and kills someone, then
that person must die. (But the rock must be
the size of rock that would normally be used
for killing people.) 18And if a person uses a
piece of wood to kills someone, then that
person must die. (The piece of wood must be
awegpon that people normally use for killing
people.) 19A member of the dead man's
family* can chase that murderer and kill him.

20-21* A person might hit someone with his
hand and kill him. Or a person might push
someone and kill him. Or a person might
throw something at someone and kill him. If
the killer did that from hate, then heis a
murderer. That person must be killed. A
member of the dead man’s family* can chase
that murderer and kill him.

22“But a person might accidentally kill
someone. That person didn’t hate the person
he killed—it was only an accident. Or a
person might throw something and
accidentally kill someone—he didn’t plan to
kill anyone. 230r a person might throw a rock.
And that rock might fall on someone that
person didn't see and the rock might kill that
person. That person didn’t plan to kill anyone.
That person didn’t hate the person he killed—
it was only an accident. 24If that happens, then
the community must decide what to do. The
community’s court must decide if a member
of the dead man’s family* can kill that person.
251f the community decides to protect the
killer from the dead man’s family, then the
community must take him back to his city of
safety. And the killer must stay there until the
official high priest* dies.

26-27That man must never go outside the
limits of his city of safety. If he goes outside
those limits, and if a member of the dead
man’s family* catches him and kills him, then
that member won't be guilty of murder. 26The

iron weapon  This shows the murderer chose a weapon he knew
could kill the other person.

member of the dead man’s family Literally, “the blood
avenger.” Usualy, this was a friend or family member that
would chase a dead man’s murderer and kil him.

official high priest Literaly, “the high priest who was anointed
with the holy oil.”

NUMBERS 35:16-36:4

person who accidentally killed someone must
stay in his city of safety until the high priest
dies. After the high priest dies, that person
can go back to his own land. 29Those rules
will be the law forever in dl of the towns of
your people.

30“A killer should be put to death as a
murderer only if there are witnesses. No person
can be put to death if there is only one witness.

3IIf a person is a murderer, then he must
be put to death. Don't take money and change
his punishment. That murderer must be killed.

32“If a person killed someone and then ran
to one of the cities of safety, then don't take
money to let him go home. That person must
stay in that city until the high priest dies.

33“Don’t let your land be ruined with
innocent blood. If a person murders someone,
then the only payment for that crime is that
the murderer must be killed! There s no other
payment that will free the land from that
crime. 34 am the Lord! | will beliving in your
country with the people of Israel. | will be
living there, so don't make it unclean* with

the blood of innocent people,.”
3 Manasseh was Joseph’s son. Makir was
Manasseh’s son. Gilead was Makir's
son. The leaders of Gilead's family went to
talk to Moses and the leaders of Isragl’s family
groups. 2They said, “Sir, the Lord commanded
us to get our land by throwing lots* And sir,
the Lord commanded Zelophehad's land be
given to his daughters. Zelophehad was our
brother. 3Maybe a man from one of the other
family groups will marry one of Zelophehad's
daughters. Will that land leave our family?
Will the people of that other family group get
that land? Will we lose the land that we got by
throwing lots? 4 People might sell their land.
But; in the Jubilee year,* al of the land is
returned to the family group that realy owns
it. At that time, who will get the land that

The Land of Zelophehad’s Daughters

unclean Not pure or not acceptable to God for worship.

lots  Sticks, stones, or pieces of bone used like dice for making
decisions. See Proverhs 16:33.

Jubilee year See Lev. 25 for the rules the Jews were to follow
during this specia time.



NUMBERS 36:5-13

belongs to Zelophehad's daughters? Will our
family lose that land forever?’

SMoses gave this command to the people of
Israel. This command was from the Lord.
“These men from Joseph’s family group are
right! 6This is the Lord’s command to
Zelophehad's daughters: If you want to marry
someone, then you must marry someone from
your own family group. 7In this way, land will
not be passed from family group to family
group among the people of Israel. Each
Israelite will keep the land that belonged to
his own ancestors.* 8And if some woman gets
her father’'s land, then she must marry
someone from her own family group. In this
way, each person will keep the land that

ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents,
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.
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belonged to his ancestors. 950, the land must
not be passed from family group to family
group among the people of Israel. Each
Israelite will keep the land that belonged to
his own ancestors.”

10Zelophehad' s daughters obeyed the Lord's
command to Moses. 11So Zelophehad's
daughters—Mahlah, Tirzah, Hoglah, Milcah,
and Noah—married their cousins on their
father's side of the family. 12Their husbands
were from Manasseh's family group, so their
land continued to belong to their father's
family and family group.

13S0 those are the laws and commands that
the Lord gave to Moses in the Jordan Valey in
Moab by the Jordan River, across from Jericho.
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Deuteronomy

Moses Talks to the People of Israel

This is the message that Moses gave the

people of Israel. He told them these things
while they were in the Jordan Valley, in the
desert east of the Jordan River. Thiswas across
from Suph, between the desert of Paran and the
cities Tophel, Laban, Hazeroth, and Dizahab.

2The trip from Mount Horeb (Sinai)
through the Seir mountains to Kadesh Barnea
takes only eleven days. 3But it was 40 years
from the time the people of Israel left Egypt
until the time they came to this place. On the
first day of the eleventh month of the 40th
year, Moses spoke to the people. Moses told
them all the things the Lord commanded.
4This was after the Lord defeated Sihon and
Og. (Sihon was the king of the Amorite
people. Sihon lived in Heshbon. Og was the
king of Bashan. Og lived in Ashtaroth and
Edrei.) SThe people of Israel were on the east
side of the Jordan River in the land of Moab,
and Moses began to explain the things that
God commanded. Moses said:

6“At Mount Horeb (Sinai) the Lord our
God spoke to us. He said, “Y ou have stayed at
this mountain long enough. 7Go to the hill
country where the Amorite people live. Go to
al the places around there. Go to the Jordan
Valley, the hill country, the western slopes,
the Negev,* and the seacoast. Go through the
land of Canaan and Lebanon as far as the
great river, the Euphrates. 8Look, | am giving
you that land. Go and take it. | promised to
give that land to your ancestors*—Abraham,

Negev  The desert area south of Judah.
ancestors Literaly, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents,
grandparents, and al the people they are descended from.

Isaac, and Jacob. | promised to give that land
to them and to their descendants.*”

Moses Chooses Leaders

9Moses said, “At that time | told you |
couldn’t take care of you by myself. 10And
now, there are even more of you! The Lord
your God has added more and more people,
s0 that today you are as many as the stars in
the sky! 11May the Lord, the God of your
ancestors,* make you 1,000 times more than
you are now! May he bless you like he
promised! 12But | couldn’t take care of you
and solve al your arguments by myself. 13So
J told you:; ‘Choose some men from each
family group, and | will make them leaders
over you. Choose wise men that have
understanding and experience.’

14*And you said, ‘ That isagood thing to do.’

15°So | took the wise and experienced men
you chose from your family groups, and |
made them your leaders. In this way, | gave
you leaders over 1,000 people, leaders over
100 people, leaders over 50 people, leaders
over 10 people. | aso gave you officers for
each of your family groups.

16* At that time, | told those judges, ‘Listen
to the arguments between your people. Be fair
when you judge each case. It does not matter
if the problem is between two Israglite people
or between an Israglite and a foreigner. You
must judge each case fairly. 1’"When you
judge, you must not think that one person is
more important than another person. Y ou
must judge every person the same. Don't be
afraid of anyone, because your decision is
from God. But if there is a case too hard for

descendants A person’s children and their future families.
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you to judge, then bring it to me and | will
judge it.” 18At that same time, | also told you
al the other things you must do.

The Spies Go to Canaan

19*Then we obeyed the Lord our God. We
left Mount Horeb (Snai) and traveled toward
the hill country of the Amorite people. We went
through that big and terrible desert that you saw.
We came to Kadesh Barnea. 20Then | said to
you, ‘Y ou have now come to the hill country of
the Amorites. The Lord our God will give us
this country. 21Look, there it isl Go up and take
the land for your own! The Lord, the God of
your ancestors;* told you to do this. So don't be
afraid. Don't worry about anything!”

22But you all came to me and said, ‘Let's
send some men to look at the land first. They
can look for al the strong and weak places
there. Then they can come back and tell usthe
way we should go. They can aso tell us about
the citieswe will cometo.’

23*| thought that was a good idea. So |
chose twelve men from among you, one man
from each family group. 24Then those men left
and went up to the hill country. They cameto
the Valley of Eshcol and explored it. 25They
took some of the fruit from that land and
brought it back to us. They told us about the
land. They said, ‘The Lord our God is giving
usagood land!’

26“But you refused to go into the land. You
refused to obey the Lord your God. 27Y ou
went to your tents and began to complain.
You said, ‘The Lord hates us! He brought us
out of the land of Egypt just to let the Amorite
people destroy us! 28Where can we go now?
Our brothers (the twelve spies) have made us
afraid with their report. They said: The people
there are bigger and taller than we are! The
cities are big and have walls as high as the
sky! And we saw giants* there!’

290 | said to you, ‘Don't be upset! Don't
be afraid of those people! 30The Lord your God
will go before you and fight for you. He will do

ancestors Literaly, “fathers,” meaning a person's parents,
grandparents, and al the peaple they are descended from.

giants Literally, “Anakites,” descendants of Anak, a family
famous for tall and powerful fighting men. See Num. 13:33.
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this the same as he did in Egypt. You saw him
go before you there 3land in the desert. You
saw how the Lord your God carried you, like a
man carries his son. The Lord brought you
safely al the way to this place!

32‘But you till did not trust the Lord your
God! 33When you were traveling, he went
before you to find a place for you to put your
camp. He went before you in a fire by night
and in acloud by day to show you which way
you should go.

People Not Allowed to Enter Canaan

34The Lord heard what you said, and he
became angry. He made a strong promise. He
said, 35'None of you evil people who are
living now will go into the good land that |
promised to your ancestors.* 360nly Caleb
son of Jephunneh will see that land. | will
give Caeb the land he walked on. And | will
give that land to Caleb's descendants.* Why?
Because Caleb did all that | commanded.’

37*The Lord was also angry with me
because of you. He said to me, ‘Moses, you
can't enter the land, either. 38But your helper,
Joshua son of Nun will go into the land.
Encourage Joshua, because he will lead the
people of Israel to take the land for their own.’

3%And the Lord said to us, ‘You said your
little children would be taken by your
enemies. But those children will go into the
land. | don’t blame your children for your
mistake, because, they are till too young to
know if something is right or wrong. So | will
give the land to them. Your children will take
the land for their own. 40But you—you must
turn around and go back to the desert on the
road that leads to the Red Sea.’

41*Then you said, ‘Moses, we have sinned
against the Lord. But now we will go and
fight, like the Lord our God commanded us
before.” Then each of you put on your
weapons. You thought it would be easy to go
and take the hill country.

42But the Lord said to me, ‘Tell the people
not to go up there and fight. Why? Because |

descendants A person’s children and their future families.
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will not be with them, and their enemies will
defeat them!’

43| spoke to you, but you did not listen.
You refused to obey the Lord’s command.
You thought you could use your own power.
So you went up into the hill country. 44But the
Amorite people living there came out to fight
against you. They were like a swarm of bees
chasing you. They chased you all the way
from Seir to Hormah. 45Then you came back
and cried to the Lord for help. But the Lord
refused to listen to you. 46So you stayed at
Kadesh along time.

Israel Wanders through the Desert

“Then we did what the Lord told me to do.

We went back into the desert on the road that
leads to the Red Sea. We traveled for many days
to go around the Seir* mountains. 2Then the
Lord said to me, 3'You have traveled around
these mountains long enough. Turn north. 4Tell
these things to the people: You will pass
through the land of Seir. This land belongs to
your relatives, the descendantst of Esau. They
will be afraid of you. Be very careful. SDon't
fight them. | will not give you any of their
land—not even a foot of it. Why? Because |
gave the hill country of Seir to Esau to keep as
his own. 6Y ou must pay the people of Esau for
any food you eat or water you drink there.
"Remember that the Lord your God has blessed
you in everything you have done. He knows
about your walking through this great desert.
The Lord your God has been with you these 40
years. You have always had everything you
needed.

8 So we passed by our relatives, the people
of Esau living there in Seir. We left the road
that |eads from the Jordan Valley to the towns
of Elath and Ezion Geber. We turned onto the
road that goes to the desert in Moab.

Israel at Ar
9“The Lord said to me, ‘Don’t bother the
people of Moah. Don't start a war against
them. I will not give you any of their land.

Seir - Another name for Edom.
descendants A person’s children and their future families.

DEUTERONOMY 1:43-2:23

They are the descendants of Lot,* and | gave
them the city of Ar."”

(20In the past, the Emite people lived in Ar.
They were strong people, and there were
many of them. They were very tal, like the
Anakite* people. 11The Anakites were part of
the Rephaite people. People thought the
Emites were also Rephaites. But the people of
Moab called them Emites. 12The Horite
people aso lived in Seir before, but Esau’s
people took their land. Esau’s people
destroyed the Horites and settled on their
land. That is the same thing the people of
Israel did to the people in the land that the
Lord gave them for their own.)

13*The Lord told me, ‘Now, go to the other
side of Zered Valey." So we crossed Zered
Valley. 141t was 38 years from the time we
|left Kadesh Barnea until the time we crossed
Zered Valley. All the fighting men of that
generation in our camp had died. The Lord
had sworn (promised) that that would happen.
15The Lord was against those men until they
were al dead and gone from our camp.

16“ After al the fighting men were dead and
gone, 17the Lord said to me, 18Today you
must cross the border at Ar and go into Moab.
19Y ou will go near the Ammonite people.
Don’t bother them. Don't fight with them,
because | will not give you their land. Why?
Because they are descendants* of Lot, and |
have given that land to them.””

20(That country is also known as the Land
of Rephaim. The Rephaite people lived there
in the past. The people of Ammon called them
the Zamzummites. 21There were many
Zamzummites, and they were very strong.
They were tal, like the Anakite* people. But
the Lord helped the Ammonite people destroy
the Zamzummites. The Ammonite people took
that land and live there now. 22God did the
same thing for Esau’s people. In the past, the
Horite people lived in Seir (Edom). But Esau’'s
people destroyed the Horites, and Esau’'s
descendants till live there today. 23God did

descendants of Lot  Lot's sons were Moab and Ammon. See
Gen. 19:30-38.

Anakite(s) Descendants of Anak, a family famous for tall and
powerful fighting men. See Num. 13:33.
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the same thing for some people from Crete.
The Awvite people lived in the towns around
Gaza. But some people came from Crete and
destroyed the Avvites. Those people from
Crete took that land and live there now.)

Fighting the Amorite People

24“The Lord told me, ‘Get ready to go
across Arnon Valley. | will let you defeat
Sihon the Amorite, the king of Heshbon. I will
let you take his country. So fight against him
and take his land. 25Today | will make all
people everywhere afraid of you. They will
hear the news about you, and they will be
afraid and shake with fear.’

26*While we were in the desert of Kedemoth,
| sent messengers to Sihon, the king of
Heshbon. The messengers offered peace to
Sihon. They said, 27'Let us go through your
land. We will stay on the road. We will not turn
off the road to the right or to the left. 28We will
pay you in silver for any food we eat or any
water we drink. We only want to march through
your country. 29Let us go through your land
until we go across the Jordan River into the land
that the Lord our God is giving us. Other people
have let us go through their land—the people of
Esau living in Seir and the Moabite people
livinginAr.

30“But Sihon, the king of Heshbon, would not
et us pass through his country. The Lord your
God had made him very stubborn. The Lord did
this s0 he could let you defeat King Sihon. And
today, we know that really happened!

31“The Lord said to me, ‘1 am giving King
Sihon and his country to you. Now, go take
hisland!’

32*Then King Sihon and all his people
came out to fight against us at Jahaz. 33But the
Lord our God gave him to us. We defeated
King Sihon, his sons, and al his people. 34We
captured all the cities that belonged to King
Sihon at that time. We completely destroyed
the people in every city—the men, women,
and children. We did not leave anyone dive!
35We took only the cattle and the valuable
things from those cities. 36We defeated the
town of Aroer on the edge of the Arnon
Valley and the other town in the middle of
that valley. The Lord let us defeat al the cities
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between the Arnon Valley and Gilead. No
city was too strong for us. 37But you did not
go near the land that belongs to the people of
Ammon. You did not go near the shores of
the Jabbok River or the cities of the hill
country. You did not go near any place that
the Lord our God would not |et us have.

Fighting the People of Bashan

“We turned and went on the road to

Bashan. Og, the king of Bashan, and all
his men came out to fight against us a Edrei.
2The Lord said to me, ‘Don’t be afraid of Og.
| have decided to give him to you. | will give
you al his men and his land. You will defeat
him just like you defeated Sihon, the Amorite
king who ruled in Heshbon.’

330 the Lord our God let us defeat Og, the
king of Bashan. We destroyed him and dl his
men. None of them were |eft. 4Then we took dl
the cities that belonged to Og & that time. We
took al the cities from Og's people—60 cities
in the area of Argob, Og's kingdom in Bashan.
SAll these cities were very strong. They had
high walls, gates, and strong bars on the gates.
There were also many towns that did not have
walls. 6We destroyed them just like we
destroyed the cities of Sihon king of Heshbon.
We completely destroyed every city and al the
peoplein them, even the women and the babies.
’But we kept al the cows and the valuable
things from the citiesfor ourselves.

8n that way, we took the land from the
two Amorite kings. We took that land on the
east side of the Jordan River, from Arnon
Valley to Mount Hermon. 9(The people from
Sidon call Mount Hermon, Sirion. But the
Amorites called it Senir.) 10We took al the
cities in the high plain and al of Gilead. We
took all of Bashan, all the way to Salecah and
Edrei. Sdlecah and Edrel were cities of Og's
kingdom of Bashan.”

(110g was the king of Bashan. Og was one
of the few Rephaite people till aive. Og's bed
was made from iron. It was over 13 feet long
and 6 feet wide.* The bed is still in the city of
Rabbah, where the Ammonite peoplelive.)

13 feet long and 6 feet wide Literally, "9 cubits long and 4
cubits wide, following the measure of aman’s cubit.”
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The Land East of the Jordan River

12*So we took that land to be ours. | gave
part of this land to the families groups of
Reuben and Gad. | gave them the land from
Aroer in the Arnon Valey to the hill country
of Gilead with the citiesin it. They got half of
the hill country of Gilead. 13| gave the other
half of Gilead and the whole area of Bashan
to half of the family group of Manasseh.”

(Bashan was Og's kingdom. Part of Bashan
was called Argob. It was also called the Land
of Rephaim. 4Jair, from the family group of
Manasseh, took the whole area of Argob
(Bashan). That area went al the way to the
border of the Geshurite people and the
Maacathite people. That area was named for
Jair. So even today, people call Bashan the
Townsof Jair.)

15%] gave Gilead to Makir. 16And to the
Reuben family group and the Gad family
group, | gave the land that begins a Gilead.
This land goes from the Arnon Valley to the
Jabbok River. The middle of the valley is one
border. The Jabbok River is the border for the
Ammonite people. 17The Jordan River near the
desert istheir western border. Lake Galileg* is
north of this area and the Dead Sea* (the Salt
Seq) is to the south. It is at the bottom of the
cliffsof Pisgah. They areto the east.

18" At that time, | gave those family groups
this command: * The Lord your God has given
you the land on this side of the Jordan River
to live in. But now your fighting men must
take their weapons and |ead the other Israglite
family groups across the river. 19Y our wives,
your little children, and your cows (I know
you have many cows) will stay here in the
cities | have given you. 20But you must help
your |sraelite relatives until they take the land
that the Lord is giving them on the other side
of the Jordan River. Help them until the Lord
gives them peace there, just as he did for you
here. Then you may come back to this land
that | have given you.

21*Then | told Joshua, “You have seen all
the things the Lord your God has done to

LakeGalilee Literaly, “Kinnereth Lake.”
Dead Sea Literally, “Arabah Sea.”
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these two kings. The Lord will do the same
thing to all the kingdoms you will enter.
22Don't fear the kings of these lands, because
the Lord your God will fight for you.’

Moses Not Allowed In Canaan

23*Then | begged the Lord to do something
special for me. | said, 24Lord my Master, |
am your servant. | know that you have shown
me only a small part of the wonderful and
powerful things you will do. There is no god
in heaven or earth that can do the great and
powerful things you have done! 25Please let
me go across the Jordan River and see the
good land on the other side. Let me see the
beautiful hill country and Lebanon.’

26“But the Lord was angry at me because of
you. He refused to listen to me. The Lord said
to me, ‘That's enough! Don’t say another
word about this. 2/Go up to the top of Mount
Pisgah. Look to the wegt, to the north, to the
south, and to the east. You may see these
things with your eyes, but you can never go
across the Jordan River. 28Y ou must give
instructions to Joshua. Encourage him. Make
him strong! Why? Because Joshua must |ead
the people across the Jordan River. You can
see the land, but Joshua will lead them into
that land. He will help them take the land and
liveinit.

2%So we stayed in the valley across from
Beth Peor.”

Moses’ Warning to Obey God'’s Laws

“Now, Israd, listen to the laws and to the

commands that | teach you. Obey them and
you will live. Then you can go in and take the
land that the Lord, the God of your ancestors,
IS giving you. 2Y ou must not add to the things
that | command you. And you must not take
anything away. You must obey the commands
of the Lord your God that | have given you.

3*You have seen what the Lord did at Baal
Peor. The Lord your God destroyed al your
people who followed the false god Baal* at
that place. 4But al of you who stayed with the
Lord your God are alive today.

Baal A fasegod that the Canaanite people worshiped.
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5| taught you the laws and rules that the
Lord my God commanded me. | taught you
these laws so that you could obey them in the
land you are ready to enter and take for your
own. 60bey these laws carefully. This will
show the people of the other nations that you
are wise and understanding. The people of
those nations will hear about these laws. Then
they will say, ‘Truly, the people of this great
nation (Israel) are wise and understanding.’

™The Lord our God is near when we ask
him to help us. No other nation has a god like
that! 8And no other nation is great enough to
have laws and rules as good as the teachings |
give you today. 9But you must be careful! Be
sure that as long as you live you never forget
the things you have seen. Y ou must teach those
things to your children and grandchildren.
10Remember the day you stood before the Lord
your God at Mount Horeb (Snai). The Lord
said to me, ‘ Gather the people together to listen
to the things | say. Then they will learn to
respect me as long as they live on earth. And
they will teach these things to their children.’
11Y ou came near and stood at the bottom of the
mountain. The mountain burned with fire that
reached up to the sky. There were thick black
clouds and darkness. 12Then the Lord spoke to
you from the fire. You heard the sound of
someone speaking, but you did not see any
form. There was only a voice. 13The Lord told
you his Agreement. He told you the Ten
Commandments and commanded you to follow
them. The Lord wrote those laws of the
Agreement on two stone tablets. 14At that time,
the Lord also commanded me to teach you the
other laws and rules that you must follow in the
land you are going to take and live in.

15On the day the Lord spoke to you from
the fire at Mount Horeb (Snai), you did not
see him—there was no shape for God. 1650 be
careful! Don't sin and destroy yourselves by
making false gods or statues in the shape of
any living thing. Don't make an idol that
looks like a man or a woman. 17Don’'t make
an idol that looks like an animal on the earth
or like abird that flies in the sky. 18And don't
make an idol that looks like anything that
crawls on the ground or like afish in the sea.
19And be careful when you look up to the sky
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and see the sun, the moon, and the stars—ll
the many things in the sky. Be careful that
you are not tempted to worship and serve
those things. The Lord your God |ets the other
people in the world do those things. 20But the
Lord brought you out of Egypt and made you
his own specia people. It was as if the Lord
reached into a hot furnace for melting iron
and pulled you out of that fire. And now you
are his people!

21*The Lord became angry at me because
of you. The Lord swore (promised) that |
could not go across the Jordan River. He told
me that | could not go into the good land that
the Lord your God is giving you. 22So | must
die here in this land. | can't go across the
Jordan River, but you will soon go across and
take that good land and live there. 23In that
new land, you must be careful not to forget
the Agreement that the Lord your God made
with you. You must obey the Lord’'s
command. Don’'t make any idols in any form!
24\Why? Because the Lord your God hates for
his people to worship other gods. And the
Lord can be like afire that destroys!

25*Y ou will live in the country along time.
You will have children and grandchildren
there. You will grow old there. And then you
will ruin your lives—you will make al kinds
of idols! When you do that, you will make
God very angry! 26So, | am warning you now.
Heaven and earth are my witnesses! If you do
that evil thing, then you will quickly be
destroyed! You are crossing the Jordan River
now to take that land. But if you make any
idols, then you will not live there very long.
No, you will be completely destroyed! 27The
Lord will scatter you among the nations. And
only a few of you will be left alive to go to
the countries where the Lord will send you.
28There you will serve gods made by men—
things made of wood and stone that can't see
or hear or eat or smell! 29But there in these
other lands you will look for the Lord your
God. And if you look for him with al your
heart and soul, you will find him. 30When you
are in trouble—when al those things happen
to you—then you will come back to the Lord
your God and obey him. 31The Lord your God
is a merciful God! He will not leave you
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there. He will not destroy you completely. He
will not forget the Agreement that he made
with your ancestors.*

Think About the Great Things God Did

32*Has anything this great ever happened
before? Never! Look at the past. Think about
al the things that happened before you were
born. Go al the way back to the time when
God made people on the earth. Look at all the
things that have happened anywhere in the
world. Has anyone ever heard about anything
as great as this? No! 33Y ou people heard God
speaking to you from afire, and you are till
aive! Has that ever happened to anyone else?
No! 34And has any other god ever tried to go
and take a people for himself from inside
another nation? No! But you yourselves have
seen the Lord your God do all these
wonderful things! He showed you his power
and strength. Y ou saw the troubles that tested
the people. You saw miracles and wonders.
You saw war and the terrible things that
happened. 35The Lord showed you these
things so that you would know that he is God.
Thereisno other god like him! 36The Lord let
you hear his voice from heaven so he could
teach you alesson. On earth he et you see his
great fire, and he spoke to you fromiit.

37“The Lord loved your ancestors* That is
why he chose you, their descendants.* And
that iswhy the Lord brought you out of Egypt.
He was with you and brought you out with his
great power. 38When you moved forward, the
Lord forced out nations that were greater and
more powerful than you. And the Lord led you
into their land. He gave you their land to live
in. Andistill doing that today.

39“So today you must remember and accept
that the Lord is God. He is God in heaven
above and on the earth below. There is no
other God! 40And you must obey hislaws and
commands that | give you today. Then
everything will go well with you and your
children who live after you. And you will live

ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents,
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.
descendants A person’s children and their future families.
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along time in the land the Lord your God is
giving you—it will be yours forever!”

Moses Chooses the Cities of Safety

41Then Moses chose three cities on the east
side of the Jordan River. 42If a person
accidentally killed another person, he could
run away to one of those three cities and not
be put to death. But he could be safe only if
he did not hate the other person and did not
mean to kill him. 43The three cities that
Moses chose were: Bezer in the high plains
for Reuben’s family group; Ramoth in Gilead
for Gad's family group; and Golan in Bashan
for Manasseh's family group.

Introduction to the Law of Moses

44Moses gave God's law to the people of
Israel. M oses gave these teachings, laws,
and rules to the people after they came out of
Egypt. 46Moses gave them these laws while
they were on the east side of the Jordan River,
in the valley across from Beth Peor. They
were in the land of Sihon, the Amorite king
that lived at Heshbon. (Moses and the people
of Israel had defeated Sihon when they came
out of Egypt. 4/They took Sihon’s land to
keep. They also took the land of Og, the king
of Bashan. These two Amorite kings lived on
the east side of the Jordan River. 48This land
goes from Aroer on the edge of the Arnon
Valey al the way to Mount Sirion* (Mount
Hermon). 49This land also included the whole
Jordan Valley on the east side of the Jordan
River. To the south, this land reached to the
Dead Sea* To the east, it reached to the foot
of Mount Pisgah.)

The Ten Commandments

Moses called together all the people of

Israel and said to them, “People of Isradl,
listen to the laws and rules that | tell you
today. Learn these laws and be sure to obey
them. 2The Lord our God made an agreement
with us at Mount Horeb (Sinai). 3The Lord
did not make this agreement with our
ancestors,* but with us—yes, with al of us

Sirion  Or “Siyon.”
Dead Sea Literaly, “Arabah Sea”
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who are alive here today. 4The Lord spoke
with you face to face at that mountain. He
spoke to you from the fire. SBut you were
araid of the fire. And you did not go up the
mountain. So | stood between the Lord and
you to tell you what the Lord said. The Lord
said: 6 am the Lord your God. | led you out
of Egypt where you were daves. ;So you must
obey these commands;,

7Y ou must not worship any other
gods except me.

8'Y ou must not make any idols.* Don't
make any statues or pictures of anything
up in the sky or of anything on the earth
or of anything down in the water. 9Don't
worship or serve idols of any kind. Why?
Because | am the Lord your God. | hate
for my people to worship other gods.*
People who sin against me become my
enemies. And | will punish those people.
And | will punish their children, their
grandchildren, and even their great-
grandchildren. 20But | will be very kind to
people who love me and obey my
commands. | will be kind to their families
for thousands of generations!*

11*You must not use the name of the
Lord your God in a wrong way. If a
person uses the Lord's name in a wrong
way, then that person is guilty. And the
Lord will not make him innocent.

12*Y ou must keep the Sabbath* a
special day like the Lord your God
commanded. 13Work at your job six days
aweek. 14But the seventh day isa day of
rest in honor of the Lord your God. So
on that day no person should work—not
you, your sons and daughters, foreigners
living in your cities or your men and
women slaves. Not even your cows,
donkeys, and other animals should do
any work! Your saves should be able to
rest just like you. 5Don’t forget that you
were slaves in the land of Egypt. The

idols  Statues of false gods that people worshiped.

| hate ... gods Or, "I am El Kanah—the Jealous God.”

But | ... generations Or, “I will show mercy to thousands of
people who love me and obey my commandments.”

Sabbath  Saturday, aday of rest and worship for the Jews.
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Lord your God brought you out of Egypt
with his great power. He made you free.
That is why the Lord your God
commands you to always make the
Sabbath* aspecia day.

16*Y ou must honor (respect) your
father and your mother. The Lord your
God has commanded you to do this. If
you follow this command, then you will
live along time, and everything will go
well for you in the land that the Lord
your God gives you.

17*Y ou must not murder anyone.

18"Y ou must not do the sin of adultery.*

19°Y ou must not steal anything.

20Y ou must not tell lies about other
people.*

2I*You must not want another man’s
wife. You must not want his house, his
fields, his men and women servants, his
cows or his donkeys. Y ou must not want
to take anything that belongs to another
person!”

The People Were Afraid of God

22 Moses said,; “The Lord gave these
commands to all of you when you were
together there at the mountain. The Lord
spoke with a loud voice that came from the
fire, the cloud, and the thick darkness. After
he gave us these commands, he didn’t say any
more. He wrote his words on two stone tablets
and gave them to me.

23*Y ou heard the voice from the darkness
while the mountain was burning with fire. Then
al the elders* and the other |eaders of your
family groups came to me. 24They sad, ‘The
Lord our God has shown us his Glory and his
greatness! We heard him speak from the fire!
We have seen today that it is possible for a
person to continue living even after God speaks
to him. 22But if we hear the Lord our God
speak to us again, surely we will die! That
terrible fire will destroy usl We don't want to

adultery Breaking the marriage promise by doing sexua sin.

You must not tell lies about other people Or, “You must not
be afalse witness against your neighbor.”

elders Older men that were city leaders; they helped make
decisionsfor the people.
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die! 26No person has ever heard the living God
speak from the fire like we have and till lived!
2Moses, you go near and hear al the things
the Lord our God says. Then tell us al the
things the Lord tells you. We will listen to you,
and we will do everything you say.’

The Lord Speaks to Moses

28*The Lord heard what you said. And the
Lord said to me, ‘I heard what the people said.
And that is fine. 291 only wanted to change
their way of thinking—I wanted them to
respect me and obey al my commands from
the heart! Then everything would be fine with
them and with their descendants* forever.

30**Go and tell the people to go back to
their tents. 31But you, Moses, stand here near
me. | will tell you all the commands, laws,
and rules that you must teach them. They
must do these things in the land that | am
giving themto livein.

32*So, you people must be careful to do dl
the things the Lord commanded you. Don't
stop following God! 33Y ou must live the way
the Lord your God commanded you. Then
you will continue to live, and everything will
be fine with you. You will live a long life in
the land that will belong to you.

Always Love and Obey God!

“These are the commands, the laws, and

the rules that the Lord your God told meto
teach you. Obey these laws in the land that
you are entering to live in. 2You and your
descendants* must respect the Lord your God
as long as you live. You must obey al his
laws and commands that | give you. If you do
this, then you will have along lifein that new
land. 3People of Israel, listen carefully and
obey these laws. Then everything will be fine
with you. You will have many children, and
you will get the land filled with many good
things*—just like the Lord, the God of your
ancestors,* promised.

descendants A person’s children and their future families.

filled with many good things Literally, “flowing with milk and
honey.”

ancestors Literaly, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents,
grandparents, and al the people they are descended from.
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4| isten, people of Isragl! The Lord is our
God. The Lord is one! 5You must love the
Lord your God with all your heart, with all
your soul, and with al your strength. 6Always
remember these commands that | give you
today. 7Be sure to teach them to your children.
Talk about these commands when you sit in
your house and when you walk on the road.
Talk about them when you lie down and when
you get up. 8 Write these commands and, tie
them on your hands and wear them on your
foreheads to help you remember  my
teachings,. 9Write them on the doorposts of
your houses and on your gates.

10“The Lord your God made a promise to
your ancestors,* Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
The Lord promised to give you this land. The
Lord will give you that land! And he will give
you great and rich cities that you did not
build. 11The Lord will give you houses full of
good things that you did not put there. The
Lord will give you wells that you did not dig.
The Lord will give you fields of grapes and
olive trees that you did not plant. And you
will have plenty to eat.

12But be careful! Don't forget the Lord.
You were slaves in Egypt, but the Lord
brought you out of the land of Egypt.
13Respect the Lord your God and serve only
him. And you must use only his name to make
promises. Don't use the names of false gods!,
14Y ou must not follow other gods. You must
not follow the gods of the people who live
around you. 15The Lord your God is always
with you. And the Lord hates his people
worshiping other gods! So if you follow those
other gods, the Lord will become very angry at
you. He will destroy you from the face of the
earth.

16“Y ou must not test the Lord your God
like you tested him at Massah. 17Y ou must be
sure to obey the commands of the Lord your
God. You must follow al the teachings and
laws he has given you. 18You must do the
things that are right and good—things that
please the Lord. Then everything will go well
for you, and you can go in and take the good
land that the Lord promised your ancestors.*
19And you will force out all your enemies,
just like the Lord said.
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Teach Your Children the Things God Did

20“In the future, your son might ask you,
‘“The Lord our God gave you teachings, laws,
and rules. What do they mean? 21Then you
will say to your son, ‘We were Pharaoh’s
davesin Egypt, but the Lord brought us out of
Egypt with his great power. 22The Lord did
great and amazing things. We saw him do
these things to the Egyptian people, to
Pharaoh, and to the people in Pharaoh’s house.
23And the Lord brought us out of Egypt so that
he could give us the land that he promised our
ancestors.* 24The Lord commanded us to
follow all these teachings. We must respect the
Lord our God. Then the Lord will always keep
us alive and doing well, as we are today. 25If
we carefully obey the whole law, exactly like
the Lord our God told us to, then God will say
that we have done avery good thing."*

Israel, God's Special People

“The Lord your God will lead you into the

land that you are entering to take for your
own. The Lord will force out many nations for
you—the Hittites, the Girgashites, the
Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the
Hivites, and the Jebusites—seven nations
greater and more powerful than you. 2The Lord
your God will put these nations under your
power. And you will defeat them. You must
destroy them completely. Don’t make an
agreement with them. Don’t show them mercy.
3Don’'t marry any of those people, and don't let
your sons or daughters marry any of the people
from those other nations. 4Why? Because those
people will turn your children away from
following me. Then your children will serve
other gods. And the Lord will become very
angry at you. Hewill quickly destroy you.

Destroy False Gods

S“This is what you must do to those
nations: You must smash their altars* and

ancestors Literaly, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents,
grandparents, and al the peaple they are descended from.

Ifwe ... good thing Or, “The Lord our God will credit uswith
righteousness (goodness) if we carefully obey the whole law,
exactly as he commanded us.”

altar(s) A tableor raised area used for offering sacrifices.
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break their memorial stones* into pieces. Cut
down their Asherah poles* and burn their
statues! 6Why? Because you are the Lord's
own people. From al the people on earth, the
Lord your God chose you to be his special
people—people that belong only to him.
"Why did the Lord love and choose you? It
was not because you are such a large nation.
You had the fewest of all people! 8But the
Lord brought you out of Egypt with great
power. He made you free from slavery. He
freed you from the control of Pharaoh, the
king of Egypt. Why? Because the Lord loves
you and because he wanted to keep the
promise he made to your ancestors.*

9So remember that the Lord your God is
the only God, and you can trust him! He
keeps his Agreement. He shows his love and
kindness to al people who love him and obey
his commands. He continues to show his love
and kindness through a thousand generations.
10But the Lord punishes people who hate him.
He will destroy them. He will not be slow to
punish people who hate him. 11So you must
be careful to obey the commands, laws, and
rulesthat | give you today.

12| you listen to these laws, and if you are
careful to obey them, then the Lord your God
will keep his Agreement of love with you. He
promised this to your ancestors.* 13He will
love you and bless you. He will make your
nation grow. He will bless your children. He
will bless your fields with good crops. He will
give you grain, new wine, and oil. He will
bless your cows with baby calves and your
sheep with lambs. You will have all these
blessings in the land that he promised your
ancestors* to give you.

14*You will be blessed more than all
people. Every husband and wife will be able
to have children. Your cows will be able to
have calves. 15And the Lord will take away
al sickness from you. The Lord will not let
you catch any of the terrible diseases that you
had in Egypt. But the Lord will make your

memorial stones Stones that were set up to help people
remember the false gods they worshiped.

Asherah poles Poles used to honor the goddess Asherah.
People thought she could help them have many children.
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enemies catch those diseases. 16Y ou must
destroy all the people that the Lord your God
helps you defeat. Don't feel sorry for them.
Don't worship their gods! Why? Because they
are atrap—they will ruin your life,.

The Lord Promises to Help His People

17*Don't say in your heart, ‘These nations
are stronger than we are. How can we force
them out? 18You must not be afraid of them.
Y ou must remember what the Lord your God
did to Pharaoh and to al the people of Egypt.
19Y ou saw the great troubles he gave them.
You saw the amazing things he did. You saw
the Lord use his great power and strength to
bring you out of Egypt. The Lord your God
will use that same power against all the
people you fear.

20“The Lord your God will even send the
hornet* to find al the people that escape from
you and hide themselves. He will destroy
those people. 21Don’t be afraid of those
people. Why? Because the Lord your God is
with you. He is a great and awesome God.
22The Lord your God will force those nations
to leave your country little by little. You will
not destroy them all at once. If you did, then
the wild animals would grow to be too many
for you. 23But the Lord your God will let you
defeat those nations. The Lord will confuse
them in battle, until they are destroyed. 24The
Lord will help you defeat their kings. You
will kill them, and the world will forget they
ever lived. No man will be able to stop you.
Y ou will destroy them al!

25Y ou must throw the statues of their gods
into the fire and burn them. Y ou must not
want to keep the silver or the gold that is on
those statues. Y ou must not take that silver or
gold for yourselves. It will be like a trap to
you—,it will ruin your life,. Why? Because
the Lord your God hates those idols. 26And
you must not bring any of those terrible idols
into your homes. Y ou must hate those terrible
things! Y ou must destroy thoseidols!

hornet A stinging insect, like a large wasp or bee. Here, it
might mean God'sangel or his great power.
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Remember the Lord

“You must obey al the commands that |

give you today. Why? Because then you
will live and grow to become a great nation.
You will get the land that the Lord promised
to your ancestors.* 2And you must remember
the whole trip that the Lord your God has led
you through these 40 years in the desert. The
Lord was testing you. He wanted to make you
humble. He wanted to know the things in your
heart. He wanted to know if you would obey
his commands. 3The Lord humbled you and
let you be hungry. Then he fed you with
manna*—something you did not know about
before. It was something your ancestors* had
never seen. Why did the Lord do these things?
Because he wanted you to know that it is not
just bread that keeps people alive. People's
lives depend on what the Lord says. 4These
past 40 years, your clothes did not wear out,
and your feet did not swell. Why? Because
the Lord protected you!; 5Y ou must remember
that the Lord your God did all those things for
you. God was like a father teaching and
correcting his son.

6*Y ou must obey the commands of the Lord
your God. Follow him and respect him. 7The
Lord your God is bringing you into a good
land—a land with rivers and pools of water.
Water flows out of the ground in the valleys
and hills. 8t is a land with wheat and barley,
grape vines, fig trees, and pomegranates.* It is
a land with olive oil and honey. 9There you
will have plenty of food. You will have
everything you need. It is a land where the
rocks are iron. You can dig copper out of the
hills. 10You will have all you want to eat.
Then you will praise the Lord your God for
the good land he has given you.

ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents,
grandparents, and al the people they are descended from.

manna The specia food God sent to the people of Israel while
they wandered through the desert for 40 years.

pomegranate(s) A red fruit with many small seeds inside it.
Each seed is covered with the soft, juicy part of the fruit.
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Don’t Forget What the Lord Did

11“Be careful. Don't forget the Lord your
God! Be careful to obey the commands, laws,
and rules that | give you today. 1Then you
will have plenty to eat, and you will build
good houses and live in them. 13Your cows,
sheep, and goats will grow large. You will get
plenty of gold and silver. You will have plenty
of everything! 14When that happens, you must
be careful not to become proud. Y ou must not
forget the Lord your God. You were davesin
Egypt. But the Lord made you free and
brought you out of that land. 5The Lord led
you through that great and terrible desert.
Poisonous snakes and scorpions® were in that
desert! The ground was dry, and there was no
water anywhere. But the Lord gave you water
out of the rock. 16In the desert, the Lord fed
you manna*—something your ancestors* had
never seen. The Lord tested you. Why?
Because the Lord made you humble so that
things would go well for you in the end.
17Don’t ever say to yourself, ‘I got al this
wealth by my own power and ability.’
18Remember the Lord your God. Remember
that he is the One who gives you power to do
those things! Why does the Lord do this?
Because he wants to keep the Agreement that
he made with your ancestors*—just like he is
doing today!

19“Don’t ever forget the Lord your God.
Don't ever follow other gods! Don't worship
and serve them. If you do that, then | warn you
today: You will surely be destroyed! 20The
Lord is destroying other nations for you. But if
you follow those other gods, then you will be
destroyed just like them! Why? Because you
stopped listening to the Lord your God!

The Lord Will Be with Israel

“Listen, you people of Israel! You will go
across the Jordan River today. You will go
into that land to force out nations greater and
stronger than you. Their cities are big and

scorpions  Insectswith stingersin their tailsthat cause pain.

manna The specia food God sent to the people of Israel while
they wandered through the desert for 40 years.

ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents,
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.
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have walls as high as the sky! 2The people
there are tall and strong. They are the
Anakites.* You know about those people.
You heard our spies say, ‘No person can win
against the Anakites." 3But you can be sure
that it is the Lord your God who goes across
the river before you—and God is like a fire
that destroys! The Lord will destroy those
nations. He will make them fall before you.
You will force those nations out. You will
quickly destroy them. The Lord has promised
you that thiswill happen.

4“The Lord your God will force those
nations out for you. But don't say to
yourselves, ‘The Lord brought us to live in
this land because we are such good people!’
.That is not the reason!; The Lord forced those
nations out because they were evil—not
because you were good;. 5Y ou are going in to
take their land, but not because you are good
and live right. You are going in, and the Lord
your God is forcing those people out because
of the evil way they lived. And the Lord
wants to keep the promise he made to your
ancestors*—Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 6The
Lord your God is giving you that good land to
live in, but you should know that it is not
because you are good. The truth is that you
are very stubborn people!

Remember the Lord’s Anger

™Don't forget that you made the Lord your
God angry in the desert! You have refused to
obey the Lord from the day you left the land
of Egypt to the day you came to this place.
8Y ou made the Lord angry at Mount Horeb
(Sinai). The Lord was angry enough to
destroy you! 9 went up the mountain to get
the flat stones. The Agreement that the Lord
made with you was written on those stones. |
stayed on the mountain 40 days and 40 nights.
| did not eat any food or drink any water.
10The Lord gave me the flat stones. God
wrote his commands on the stones with his
finger. God wrote everything he said to you
from the fire when you were gathered together
at the mountain.

Anakites Descendants of Anak, a family famous for tall and
powerful fighting men. See Num. 13:33.
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11*So, at the end of 40 days and 40 nights,
the Lord gave me two flat stones—the stones
of the Agreement. 12Then the Lord said to me,
‘Get up and quickly go down from here. The
people you brought out of Egypt have ruined
themselves. They stopped obeying my
commands so quickly! They melted gold and
made an idol for themselves’

13*The Lord also said to me, ‘I have
watched these people. They are very stubborn!
14 et me destroy these people completely, so
no one will even remember their names! Then
| will make another nation from you that is
stronger and greater than these people.’

The Golden Calf

15*Then | turned and came down from the
mountain. The mountain was burning with
fire. And the two flat stones of the Agreement
were in my hands. 16| looked and | saw you
had sinned against the Lord your God. | saw
the calf you made from melted gold! You
stopped obeying the Lord so quickly! 17So |
took the two flat stones and threw them down.
There before your eyes | broke the stones to
pieces. 18Then | bowed down before the Lord
with my face to the ground for 40 days and 40
nights, like | did before. | did not eat any food
or drink any water. | did this because you had
sinned so badly. You did the thing that is evil
to the Lord, and you made him angry. 191 was
afraid of the Lord's terrible anger. He was
angry enough to destroy you. But the Lord
listened to me again. 20The Lord was very
angry with Aaron—enough to destroy him!
So | also prayed for Aaron at that time. 21
took that terrible thing—the calf you made—
and burned it in the fire. | broke it into small
pieces. And | crushed the pieces until they
were dust. Then | threw the dust into the river
that came down from the mountain.

Moses Asks God to Forgive Israel

22" Ao, at Taberah, Massah, and Kibroth
Hattaavah you made the Lord angry. 23And
you did not obey when the Lord told you to
leave Kadesh Barnea. He said, ‘Go up and
take the land | am giving you.” But you
refused to obey the Lord your God. You did
not trust him. You did not listen to his

DEUTERONOMY 9:11-10:8

command. 24All the time that | have known
you, you have refused to obey the Lord.

25*So | bowed down before the Lord 40
days and 40 nights. Why? Because the Lord
said he would destroy you. 261 prayed to the
Lord. | said: Lord my Master, don't destroy
your people. They belong to you. You freed
them and brought them out of Egypt with
your great power and strength. 2’Remember
Lyour promise to, your servants Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob. Forget how stubborn these
people are. Don't look at their evil ways or
their sins. 28If you punish your people, the
Egyptians might say, ‘ The Lord was not able
to take his people into the land he promised
them. And he hated them. So he took them
into the desert to kill them.” 29But they are
your people, Lord. They belong to you. You
brought them out of Egypt with your great
power and strength.

New Stone Tablets

10“At that time, the Lord said to me, ‘You
must cut out two flat stones like the firgt
two stones. Then you must come up to me on
the mountain. Also make a wooden box. 2| will
write on the flat stones the same words that were
on the first gones—the stones you broke. Then
you must put these new stonesin the Box.”

3*S0 | made a box from acacia wood. | cut
two flat stones like the first two stones. Then |
went up on the mountain. | had the two flat
stonesin my hand. 4And the Lord wrote on the
stones the same words he had written before—
the Ten Commandments he spoke to you from
the fire, when you were gathered together at the
mountain. Then the Lord gave the two flat
stones to me. °I came back down from the
mountain. | put the stones in the Box | had
made. The Lord commanded me to put them
there. And the stones are still there in that Box.”

(6The people of Israel traveled from the
wells of the people of Jaakan to Moserah.
There Aaron died and was buried. Aaron’'s
son Eleazar served in Aaron’s place as priest.
TThen the people of Israel went from Moserah
to Gudgodah. And they went from Gudgodah
to Jotbathah, aland of rivers. 8At that time the
Lord separated the family group of Levi from
the other family groups for his specia work.
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They had the work of carrying the Lord's Box
of the Agreement.* They also served as
priests before the Lord. And they had the
work of blessing people in the Lord's name.
They till do this special work today. 9That is
why the Levites* did not get any share of land
like the other family groups did. The Levites
have the Lord for their share. That is what the
Lord your God promised them.)

10 stayed on the mountain 40 days and 40
nights, like the first time. The Lord also
listened to me at that time. The Lord decided
not to destroy you. 11The Lord said to me, ‘Go
and |ead the people on their trip. They will go
in and live in the land that | promised their
ancestors® to give them.’

What the Lord Really Wants

12*Now, people of Isral, listen! What does
the Lord your God redly want from you? The
Lord wants you to respect him and do what he
says. God wants you to love him and to serve
the Lord your God with al your heart and
with all your soul. 13S0 obey the laws and
commands of the Lord that | am giving you
today. These laws and commands are for your
own good.

14*Everything belongs to the Lord your
God. The heavens, even the highest heavens,
belong to the Lord. The earth and everything
on it belong to the Lord your God. 5The Lord
loved your ancestors* very much. He loved
them so much that he chose you, their
descendants,* to be his people. He chose you
instead of any other nation. And you are still
his chosen peaple today.

16" Stop being stubborn. Give your hearts to
the Lord. 17"Why? Because the Lord is your
God. He is the God of gods and the Lord of
lords. He is the great God. He is the amazing
and powerful fighter. To the Lord every person

Box of the Agreement  Or, “ark of the Covenant,” the box
containing the flat stones with the Ten Commandments written
on them and other things that proved God was with the people
of Isragl during their timein the Sinai desert.

Levites People from the tribe of Levi. They helped the priestsin
the temple and worked for the civil government.

ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents,
grandparents, and all the peaple they are descended from.

descendants A person’s children and their future families.
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is the same. The Lord does not accept money
to change his mind. 18He helps children that
have no parents. He helps widows.* He loves
even the strangers in our country. He gives
them food and clothes. 19So you must also
love those strangers. Why? Because you
yourselves were strangersin the land of Egypt.

20°Y ou must respect the Lord your God
and worship only him. Never leave him.
When you make promises, you must use only
his name. 21The Lord is the one you should
praise. Heis your God. He has done great and
amazing things for you. You have seen those
things with your own eyes. 22When your
ancestors* went down into Egypt, there were
only 70 people. Now the Lord your God has
made you many, many people—as many as
the starsin the sky.

Remember the Lord

1180 you must love the Lord your God.
You must do the things he tells you to
do. You must aways obey his laws, rules, and
commands. 2Remember today all the great
things the Lord your God has done to teach
you. It was you, not your children, that saw
those things happen and lived through them.
You saw how great the Lord is. You saw how
strong he is, and you saw the powerful things
he does. 3You, not your children, saw the
miracles he did. You saw the things he did in
Egypt to Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, and to his
whole country. 4You, not your children, saw
the things the Lord did to the Egyptian army—
to their horses and chariots.* They were
chasing you, but you saw the Lord cover them
with the water from the Red Sea. You saw the
Lord completely destroy them. 51t was you, not
your children, that saw al the things the Lord
your God did for you in the desert until you
came to this place. 6Y ou saw what the Lord did
to Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab from
Reuben’s family. All the people of Israel
watched as the ground opened up like a mouth
and swallowed those men. It swallowed their
families, their tents, and all of their servants

widows Women whose hushands have died.
chariot(s) A small wagon used inwar.
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and animals. 7It was you, not your children,
that saw all those great thingsthe Lord did.

8So you must obey every command | tell
you today. Then you will be strong. And you
will be able to go across the Jordan River and
take the land that you are ready to enter.
9Then you will live along lifein that country.
The Lord promised to give that land to your
ancestors* and al their descendants.* It is a
land filled with many good things.* 10The
land that you will get is not like the land of
Egypt that you came from. In Egypt, you
planted your seeds, and then you used your
feet |to pump water from the canals; to water
your plants. | You watered your fields, the
same way you water a vegetable garden.
11But the land that you will soon get is not
like that. In Israel there are mountains and
valeys. And the land gets its water from the
rain that falls from the sky. 12The Lord your
God cares for that land! The Lord your God
watches over that land, from the beginning to
the end of the year.

13“The Lord says,; ‘You must listen
carefully to the commands | give you today:
You must love the Lord your God, and serve
him with al your heart and &l your soul. If
you do that, then 14 will send rain for your
land at the right time. | will send the autumn
rain and the spring rain. Then you can gather
your grain, your new wine, and your oil.
15And | will make grass grow in your fields
for your cows. Y ou will have plenty to eat.

16“But be careful! Don't be fooled. Don't
turn away to serve and worship other gods.
171f you do that, then the Lord will become
very angry a you. He will shut the skies, and
there will be no rain. The land will not make a
harvest. And you will soon die in the good
land that the Lord is giving you.

18*Remember these commands | give you.
Keep them in your hearts. Write these
commands and, tie them on your hands and
wear them on your foreheads for a way to

ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents,
grandparents, and al the people they are descended from.

descendants A person’s children and their future families.

filled with many good things  Literaly, “flowing with milk and
honey.”
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help you remember my laws,. 19Teach these
laws to your children. Talk about these things
when you sit in your houses, when you walk
on the road, when you lie down, and when
you get up. 20Write these commands on the
doorposts of your houses and on your gates.
21Then both you and your children will live a
long time in the land that the Lord promised
to give to your ancestors.* You will live there
aslong asthe skies are above the earth.

22“Be careful to obey every command |
have told you to follow: Love the Lord your
God, follow al his ways, and be faithful to
him. 23Then, when you go into the land, the
Lord will force al those other nations out.
You will take the land from nations that are
larger and more powerful than you. 24All the
land you walk on will be yours. Your land
will go from the desert |in the south, al the
way to Lebanon jin the north,. It will go from
the Euphrates River in the east; al the way to
the Mediterranean Sea. 25No person will be
able to stand against you. The Lord your God
will make the people fear you wherever you
go in that land. That is what the Lord
promised you before.

Israel’s Choice: Blessings or Curses

26“Today | am giving you a choice. You
may choose the blessing or the curse. 27Y ou
will get the blessing if you listen and obey the
commands of the Lord your God that | have
told you today. 28But you will get the curse if
you refuse to listen and obey the commands
of the Lord your God. So don’t stop living the
way | command you today. And don’t follow
other gods. |You know the Lord, but; you
don’t know those gods.

29“The Lord your God will lead you to
your land. You will soon go in and take that
land. At that time, you must go to the top of
Mount Gerizim and read the blessings to the
people from there. And then, you must go to
the top of Mount Ebal and read the curses to
the people from there. 30These mountains are
on the other side of the Jordan River in the
land of the Canaanite people living in the
Jordan Valley. These mountains are toward
the west, not far from the oak trees of Moreh
near the town of Gilgal. 3LYou will go across
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the Jordan River. You will take the land that
the Lord your God is giving you. This land
will belong to you. When you are living in
this land, 32you must carefully obey all the

laws and rules| give you today.
1 “These are the laws and rules that you
must obey in your new land. You must

carefully obey these laws as long as you live
in this land. The Lord is the God of your
ancestors.* And the Lord isgiving thisland to
you. 2You will take that land from the nations
that live there now. You must completely
destroy all the places where the people of
these nations worship their gods. These places
are on high mountains, on hills, and under
green trees. 3Y ou must smash their atars* and
break their stone memorias® into pieces. You
must burn their Asherah poles* and cut down
the statues of their gods.

4°Y ou must not worship the Lord your God
in the same way that those people worship
their gods. 5The Lord your God will choose a
specia place among your family groups. The
Lord will put his name there. That will be his
special house. You must go to that place to
worship him. 6There you must bring your
burnt offerings, your sacrifices, one tenth of
your crops and animals,* your special gifts,
any gifts you promised to the Lord, any
special gift you want to give, and the first
animals born in your herds and flocks. 7You
and your families will eat together at that
place, and the Lord your God will be there
with you. At that place, you will enjoy sharing
the things you worked for. Y ou will remember
that the Lord your God blessed you and gave
you those good things.

8“You must not continue to worship the
way we have been worshiping. Until now,
each of us has been worshiping God any way

The Place for Worshiping God

ancestors Literaly, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents,
grandparents, and al the peaple they are descended from.

atar(s) A tableor raised area used for offering sacrifices.

memorial(s) Stones that were set up to help people remember
the false gods they worshiped.

Asherah poles  Poles used to honor the goddess Asherah. People
thought she could help them have many children.

onetenth ... animals Or, “tithes” See Deut. 14:22-29.
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we wanted. SWhy? Because we have not yet
entered the peaceful land that the Lord your
God is giving you. 10But you will go across
the Jordan River and live in that land. The
Lord is giving that land to you. And the Lord
will give you rest from all your enemies. Y ou
will be safe. 11Then the Lord will choose a
place to be his specia house. The Lord will
put his name there. And you must bring all
the things | command you to that place. Bring
your burnt offerings, your sacrifices, one tenth
of your crops and animals,* your special gifts,
any gifts you promised to the Lord, and the
first animals born in your herd and flock.
12Come to that place with al your people—
your children, all your servants, and the
Levites* living in your towns. (These Levites
will not have a share of the land for their
own.) Enjoy yourselves together there with
the Lord your God. 13Be sure you don't offer
your burnt offerings in just any place you see.
14The Lord will choose his special place
among your family groups. Offer your burnt
offerings and do all the other things | told you
only in that place.

15*Wherever you live you may kill and eat
any good animals, like gazelles and deer. You
may eat as much of the meat as you want, as
much as the Lord your God gives to you. Any
person may eat this meat—people who are
clean* and people who are unclean.* 16But
you must not eat the blood. You must pour
the blood on the ground like water.

17*There are some things you must not eat
in the places where you live. These things are:
the part of your grain that belongs to God, the
part of your new wine and oil that belongs to
God, the first animals born in your herd or
flock, any gift that you promised to God, any
special gifts you want to give or any other
gifts for God. 18You must eat those offerings
only at the place where the Lord your God
will be together with you—the specia place
that the Lord your God will choose. Y ou must
go there and eat together with your sons, your

Levites People from thetribe of Levi. They helped the priestsin
the temple and worked for the civil government.

clean Pure or acceptable to God for worship.

unclean Not pure or not acceptable to God for worship.
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daughters, al your servants, and the Levites*
living in your towns. Enjoy yourselves there
with the Lord your God. Enjoy the things you
have worked for. 19But be sure that you
aways share these meals with the Levites. Do
thisaslong asyou livein your land.

20-21“The Lord your God promised to make
your country larger. When the Lord does this,
you might live too far from the place he
chooses to be his specia house. If it istoo far,
and you are hungry for meat, then you may
eat any meat you have. You may kill any
anima from the herd or flock that the Lord
has given you. Do this the way | have
commanded you. You may eat this meat there
where you live any time you want. 22Y ou may
eat this meat the same as you would eat
gazelle or deer meat. Any person can do
this—people who are clean* and people who
are unclean.* 23But be sure not to eat the
blood. Why? Because the life is in the blood.
And you must not eat meat that still haslifein
it. 24Don’t eat the blood. You must pour the
blood onto the ground like water. 25So don’t
eat blood. You must do everything that the
Lord says is right. Then good things will
happen to you and to your descendants.*

26*|f you decide to give something specid
to God, then you must go to the specia place
that the Lord your God will choose. And if
you make a special promise, then you must go
to that place to give that gift to God. 27You
must offer your burnt offerings in that place.
Offer the meat and the blood of your burnt
offerings on the atar* of the Lord your God.
For your other sacrifices, you must pour the
blood on the dtar of the Lord your God. Then
you may eat the meat. 28Be careful to obey all
the commands that | give you. When you do
the things that are good and right—the things
that please the Lord your God—then
everything will go well for you and for your
descendants* forever.

Levites People from thetribe of Levi. They helped the priestsin
the temple and worked for the civil government.

clean Pure or acceptable to God for worship.

unclean  Not pure or not acceptable to God for worship.

descendants A person’s children and their future families.

altar(s) A tableor raised area used for offering sacrifices.
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2%You are going to take your land from
other people. The Lord your God will destroy
those people for you. You will force those
people out of that land, and you will live
there. 30After that happens, be careful! You
will destroy those people. So don't fall into
the trap of worshiping their false gods. Be
careful! Don't go to those false gods for help.
Don't say, ‘Those people worshiped these
gods, so | will worship that way too!" 31Don't
do that to the Lord your God! Don’t worship
God like that! Why?, Because those people do
al kinds of bad things that the Lord hates.
They even burn their children as sacrifices to
their gods!

32*Y ou must be careful to do everything |
command you. Don’t add anything to the
things| tell you, and don't take anything away.

False Prophets

13“A prophet or a person that explains
dreams might come to you. He might
tell you that he will show you a sign or a
miracle. 2And the sign or miracle he told you
about might come true. Then he might ask
you to follow other gods (gods you don’t
know). He might say to you, ‘Let’s serve
those gods!” 3Don’t listen to that person.
Why? Because the Lord your God is testing
you. The Lord wants to know if you love him
with all your heart and al your soul. 4You
must follow the Lord your God! Respect him.
Obey the Lord's commands, and do what he
tells you. Serve the Lord, and never leave
him! 5Also, you must kill that prophet or
person that explains dreams. Why? Because
he told you to turn against the Lord your God.
And it was the Lord who brought you out of
the land of Egypt, where you were slaves.
That person tried to pull you away from the
life the Lord your God commanded you to
live. So you must kill that person to remove
that evil from your people.

6“Someone close to you might secretly
persuade you to worship other gods. It might
be your own brother, your son, your daughter,
the wife you love or your closest friend. That
person might say, ‘Let’s go and serve other
gods.’” (These are gods that you and your
ancestors never knew. 7They are the gods of
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the people that live in the other lands around
you, some near and some far away.) 8You
must not agree with that person. Don't listen
to him. Don't feel sorry for him. Don't let him
go free. And don't protect him. %-10No! You
must kill that person! You must kill him with
stones. You be the first person to pick up
stones and throw at him. Then all the people
must throw stones to kill him. Why? Because
that person tried to pull you away from the
Lord your God. And it was the Lord who
brought you out of the land of Egypt, where
you were slaves. 11Then all the people of
Israel will hear and be afraid. And they will
not do those evil things any more.

Cities that Must Be Destroyed

12*The Lord your God has given you cities
to livein. Sometimes you might hear some bad
news about one of these cities. Y ou might hear
that 13some bad people in your own nation are
persuading the people of their city to do bad
things. They might say to the people of their
city, ‘Let’s go and serve other gods.” (These
gods would be gods that you never knew
before.) 14If you hear this kind of news, you
must do al you can to learn if it istrue. If you
learn that it is true—if you prove that such a
terrible thing really did happen—15then you
must punish the people of that city. You must
kill them all. And kill al their animals, too.
You must destroy that city completely. 16Then
you must gather al the valuable things and
take them to the center of the city and burn the
city and everything in it. It will be a burnt
offering to the Lord your God. The city must
become an empty pile of rocks forever. That
city must never be built again. 7Everything in
that city must be given to God to be destroyed.
So you must not keep any of the things for
yourselves. If you follow this command, then
the Lord will stop being so angry at you. The
Lord will be kind to you. He will feel sorry for
you. He will et your nation grow larger, like
he promised your ancestors.* 18This will
happen if you listen to the Lord your God—if
you obey all his commands that | give you

ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents,
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.
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today. You must do the things that the Lord
your God says areright.

Israel, God’s Special People

1 4“You are the children of the Lord your

God. When someone dies, you must not
cut yourselves or shave your heads to show
your sadness. 2Why? Because you are
different from other people. You are the
Lord's specia people. From al the people in
the world, the Lord your God chose you to be
his own special people.

Food the Israelites Are Allowed to Eat

3Don't eat anything that the Lord hates.
4Y ou may eat these animals: cows, sheep,
goats, >deer, gazelles, roe deer, wild sheep,
wild goats, antelopes, and mountain sheep.
6You may eat any animal that has hooves*
divided into two parts and that chews the
cud.* 7But don't eat camels, rabbits or rock
badgers. These animals chew the cud, but
they don’t have split hooves. So those animals
are not a clean* food for you. 8And you must
not eat pigs. Their hooves are divided, but
they don’t chew the cud. So pigs are not a
clean food for you. Don't eat any meat from
pigs. Don't even touch a pig's dead body.

9You may eat any kind of fish that has fins
and scales. 10But don't eat anything living in
the water that does not have fins and scales. It
isnot aclean* food for you.

11*You may eat any clean* bird. 12But
don't eat any of these birds: eagles, vultures,
buzzards, 13red kites, falcons, any kind of
kite, 14any kind of raven, 1Shorned owls,
screech owls, sea gulls, any kind of hawk,
18little owls, great owls, white owls, 7desert
owls, ospreys, cormorants, 18storks, any kind
of heron, hoopoes or bats.

19*All insects with wings are unclean.* So
don’t eat them. 20But you may eat any
clean* bird.

hooves The hard part of the foot of certain animals.

cud The food that is brought up from the stomach of some
animals (like cows) and chewed again.

clean Pure or acceptable for eating or for worship.

unclean  Not pure or not acceptable for eating or for worship.
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21Don’'t eat any animal that has died by
itself. You may give the dead animal to the
foreigner in your town, and he can eat it. Or
you may sell the dead animal to a foreigner.
But you yourselves must not eat the dead
animal. Why? Because you belong to the
Lord your God. You are his specia people.

“Don’'t cook ababy goat inits mother’smilk.

Giving One Tenth

22*Every year you must be sure to save one
tenth of all the crops that grow in your fields.
23Then you must go to the place the Lord
chooses to be his special house. You will go
there to be with the Lord your God. At that
place you will eat the tenth of your crops—
one tenth of your grain, your new wine, your
oil, and the first animals born in your herds
and flocks. In this way, you will always
remember to respect the Lord your God. 24But
that place might be too far for you to travel to.
Maybe you will not be able to carry one tenth
of al the crops that the Lord has blessed you
with. If that happens, then 25sell that part of
your crops. Take the money with you and go
to the specia place that the Lord has chosen.
26Use the money to buy anything you want—
Cows, sheep, wine or beer or any other food.
Then you and your family should eat and
enjoy yourselves there in that place with the
Lord your God. 27But don't forget the
Levites* living in your town. ;Share your food
with them, because they don't have a share of
the land like you have.

28 At the end of every three years, you
must gather one tenth of your harvest for that
year. Store this food in your towns \where
other people can use it;. 29This food is for the
Levites* because they don’t have any land of
their own. This food is aso for other people
in your towns that need it. That food is for
foreigners, widows, and children that have no
parents. If you do this, then the Lord your
God will blessyou in everything you do.

Levites Peoplefrom thetribe of Levi. They helped the priestsin
the temple and worked for the civil government.
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The Special Year of Canceling Debts

15“At the end of every seven years, you
must cancel debts. 2Thisis the way you
must do this: Every person that has lent
money to another Israelite must cancel that
debt. He should not ask a brother (an Israglite)
to pay back that debt. Why? Because the Lord
said to cancel debts during that year. 3You
may require a foreigner to pay you back. But
you must cancel any debt another Israelite
owes you. 4There should not be any poor
people in your country. Why? Because the
Lord is giving you this land. And the Lord
will greatly bless you. 5But this will happen
only if you obey the Lord your God. You
must be careful to obey every command that |
have told you today. 6Then the Lord your God
will blessyou, like he promised. And you will
have enough money to make loans to many
nations. But you will not need to borrow from
anyone. You will rule over many nations. But
none of those nations will rule over you.

7When you are living in the land the Lord
your God is giving you, there might be a poor
person among your people. You must not be
selfish. You must not refuse to give help to
that poor person. 8You must be willing to
share with him. You must lend that person
whatever he needs.

9“Don’t ever refuse to help someone
simply because the seventh year, the year for
canceling debts, is near. Don't let an evil
thought like that enter your mind. Y ou must
never have bad thoughts about a person that
needs help. You must not refuse to help him.
If you don’t help that poor person, then he
will complain to the Lord against you. And
the Lord will find you guilty of sin.

10“Give the poor person al that you can.
Don't feel bad about giving to him. Why?
Because the Lord your God will bless you for
doing this good thing. He will blessyou in al
your work and in everything you do. There
will always be poor peoplein the land. That is
why | command you to be ready to help your
brother. Give to the poor people in your land
that need help.
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Letting Slaves Go Free

12*Y ou might buy a Hebrew man or woman
to serve you as a slave. You may keep that
person as a slave for six years. But in the
seventh year, you must let that person go free.
13But when you let your dave go free, don't
send him away with nothing. 14Y ou must give
that person some of your animals, grain, and
wine. The Lord your God hlessed you and gave
you plenty of good things. In the same way,
you must give plenty of good things to your
dave.lSRemember, you were slaves in Egypt.
And the Lord your God st you free. So that is
why | am giving you this command today.

16“But one of your daves might say to you,
‘I will not leave you.” He might say this
because he loves you and your family and
because he has a good life with you. 1/Make
this servant put his ear against your door, and
use asharp tool to make aholein hisear. This
will show that he is your slave forever. You
must do this even to the women slaves that
want to stay with you.

18*Don’t feel bad about Ietting your Save
go free. Remember, he served you six years at
only haf the money you would have paid a
hired person. The Lord your God will bless
you in everything you do.

Rules About Firstborn Animals

19“All the first male animals born in your
herd and flock are special. You must give
them to the Lord. Don't use any of those
animals for your work. And don’t cut wool
from any of those sheep. 20Every year you
must take those animals to the place the Lord
your God will choose. There with the Lord,
you and your family will eat those animals.

21*But if an animal has something wrong
with it—if it is crippled or blind or has
something else wrong with it—then you must
not sacrifice that animal to the Lord your God.
22But you may et the meat from that animal at
home. Any person may eat it—people who are
clean* and people who are unclean* The rules
for eating this mest is the same as the rules for

clean Pure or acceptable to God for worship.
unclean  Not pure or not acceptable to God for worship.
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eating gazelles and deer. 23But you must not
eat the blood from the animal. Y ou must pour
the blood out on the ground like weter.

Passover

16 Remember the month of Abib.* At
that time, you must celebrate Passover*
to honor the Lord your God. Why? Becausein
that month the Lord your God brought you
out from Egypt by night. 2You must go to the
place the Lord will choose to be his specid
house. There you must offer the Passover
sacrifice to honor the Lord. You must offer
the cows and goats. 3Don't eat bread that has
yeast in it with this sacrifice. You must eat
unleavened bread* for seven days. This bread
is called ‘Bread of Trouble.” It will help you
remember the troubles you had in Egypt.
Remember how quickly you had to leave that
country! Y ou must remember that day aslong
as you live. 4There must be no yeast in
anyone's house anywhere in the country for
seven days. Also, al the meat you sacrifice on
the evening of the first day must be eaten
before morning.

5“You must not sacrifice the Passover
animal in any of the towns that the Lord your
God gives you. 6You must sacrifice the
Passover animal only at the place that the
Lord your God will choose to be his specia
house. There you must sacrifice the Passover
animal in the evening when the sun goes
down. This is the holiday when you
remember that God brought you out of Egypt.
7Y ou must cook the Passover meat and edt it
a the place the Lord your God will choose.
Then, in the morning, you may go back home.
8Y ou must eat unleavened bread* six days.
On the seventh day you must not do any
work. On this day, the people will come
together for a special meeting to honor the
Lord your God.

Abib  This name means “young heads of grain.” Thisis the first
month of the Jewish calendar, also called Nisan. It was about
the same time as March and April.

Passover  Important Jewish holy day. They ate a special med on
this day every spring to remember that God freed them from
davery in Egypt.

unleavened bread  Bread made without yeast.
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Festival of Weeks (Pentecost)

9*Y ou must count seven weeks from thetime
you began to harvest the grain. 10Then celebrate
the Festival of Weeks for the Lord your God.
Do this by bringing him some specid gift you
want to bring. Decide how much to give by
thinking about how much the Lord your God
has blessed you. 11Go to the place the Lord will
choose to be his specia house. You and your
people should enjoy yourselves together there
with the Lord your God. Take al your people
with you—your sons, your daughters, and all
your servants. Also, take the Levites,*
foreigners, orphans,* and widows* living in
your towns. 12Remember, you were daves in
Egypt. So be sureto obey these laws.

Festival of Shelters

13*Seven days after you have gathered your
harvest in from your threshing floor* and
from your winepress,* you should celebrate
the Festival of Shelters. 14Enjoy yourselves at
this festival—you, your sons, your daughters,
al your servants, and the Levites* foreigners,
orphans,* and widows* living in your towns.
15Celebrate this festival for seven days a the
specid place the Lord will choose. Do this to
honor the Lord your God. The Lord your God
blessed your harvest and al the work you did.
So be very happy!

16“Three times a year al your men must
come to meet with the Lord your God at the
specid place he will choose. They must come
for the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the
Festival of Weeks, and the Festival of
Shelters. Every person that comes to meet
with the Lord must bring a gift. 17Each man
should give as much as he can. He should
decide how much to give by thinking about
how much the Lord has given him.

Levites People from the tribe of Levi. They helped the priestsin
the temple and worked for the civil government.

orphans  Children whose parents have died.

widows Women whose husbands have died. Often these women
had no onetto care for them.

threshing floor A place where grain is beaten or walked on to
remove the hulls from the grain.

winepress A place where people pressed grapes to make wine.
Thiswas often a shallow hole carved in rock.
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Judges and Officers for the People

18“Choose men to be judges and officersin
every town that the Lord your God gives you.
Every family group must do this. And these
men must be fair in judging the people. 19Y ou
must always be fair. You must not favor some
people over other people. You must not take
money to change your mind in judgment.
Money blinds the eyes of wise people and
changes what a good person will say.
20Goodness and Fairness! You must try very
hard to be good and fair all the time! Then
you will live and keep the land that the Lord
your God isgiving you.

God Hates Idols

21*When you set up an dtar* for the Lord
your God, you must not place beside the altar
any of the wooden poles that honor the
goddess Asherah.* 22And you must not set up
specia stones for worshiping false gods. The

Lord your God hates those things.
1 “You must not sacrifice to the Lord
your God a cow or sheep if there is

anything wrong with it. Why? Because the
Lord your God hatesit!

Use Only Good Animals for Sacrifices

Punishment for Worshiping Idols

2*You might hear about an evil thing that
happensin one of the cities that the Lord your
God is giving you. Y ou might hear that a man
or woman in your group has sinned against
the Lord. You might hear that they have
broken the Agreement of the Lord—3that they
have worshiped other gods. Or maybe that
they have worshiped the sun, the moon or the
stars. That is against the Lord’s command that
| gave you. 4If you hear bad news like this,
then you must check it carefully. You must
learn if it is true that this terrible thing has
really happened in Israel. If you prove that it
IS true, Sthen you must punish the person that
did that evil thing. You must take that man or
woman out to a public place near the city

atar(s) A tableor raised area used for offering sacrifices.
Asherah A goddess that the Assyrians and Canaanites
worshiped. They thought she could help them have children.
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gates and kill them with stones. 6But a person
should not be punished with death if only one
witness says that person did the evil thing. But
if two or three witnesses say it istrue, then the
person must be killed. 7The witnesses must
throw the first stones to kill that person. Then
the other people should throw stones to finish
killing him. In this way, you will remove that
evil from your group.

Difficult Court Decisions

8 There might be some problems that are
too hard for your courts to judge. It might be a
murder case or an argument between two
people. Or it might be a fight in which
someone was hurt. When these cases are
argued in your towns, your judges there might
not be able to decide what is right. Then you
must go to the specia place that the Lord your
God will choose. 9The priests are from the
Levi family group. You must go to those
priests and to the judge on duty at that time.
Those men will decide what to do about that
problem. 10There at the Lord's specia place
they will tell you their decision. You must do
whatever they say. Be sure to do all the things
they tell you to do. 1Y ou must accept their
decision and follow their instructions exactly.
You must do exactly what they tell you to
do—don’t change anything!

12*Y ou must punish any person that refuses
to obey the judge or the priest that is there at
that time serving the Lord your God. That
person must die. You must remove that evil
person from Isragl. 13All the people will hear
about this punishment and be afraid. And they
will not be stubborn any more,

How to Choose a King

144Y ou will enter the land that the Lord
your God is giving you. You will take that
land and live in it. Then you will say, ‘We
will put a king over us, like al the nations
around us." 15When that happens, then you
must be sure to choose the king that the Lord
chooses. The king over you must be one of
your own people. You must not make a
foreigner your king. 16The king must not get
more and more horses for himself. And he
must not send people to Egypt to get more
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horses. Why? Because the Lord has told you,
“You must never go back that way.” 17Also,
the king must not have too many wives. Why?
Because that will make him turn away from
the Lord. And the king must not make himsalf
rich with silver and gold.

18*And when the king begins to rule, he
must write a copy of the law for himself in a
book. He must make that copy from the books
that the priests and Levites* keep. 19The king
must keep that book with him. He must read
from that book al his life. Why? Because the
king must learn to respect the Lord his God.
And the king must learn to completely obey
everything the law commands. 20Then the
king will not think that he is better than any of
his own people. And he will not turn away
from the law, but he will follow it exactly.
Then that king and his descendants* will rule
the kingdom of Israel along time.

Supporting the Priests and Levites

18“The family group of Levi will not get
any share of land in Israel. Those
people will serve as priests. They will live by
eating the sacrifices that are cooked on the fire
and offered to the Lord. That is the share for
the people from the Levi family group.
2Those Levites* will not get any share of land
like the other family groups. The Levites
share is the Lord himself, just like the Lord
said to them.

3*When you kill a cow or a sheep for a
sacrifice, you must give the priests these
parts: the shoulder, both cheeks, and the
stomach. 4You must give the priests the first
part of your harvest. You must give them the
first part of your grain, your new wine, and
your oil. You must give the Levites* the first
wool cut from your sheep. SWhy? Because
the Lord your God |looked at al your family
groups and chose Levi and his descendants*
to serve him as priests forever.

6 Every Levite* man has a special time to
work a the temple. But if he wants to work
there some other time too, then he may work

Levites Peoplefromthetribe of Levi. They helped the priestsin
the temple and worked for the civil government.
descendants A person’s children and their future families.
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anytime he wants,, Any Levite living in any
town anywhere in Isragl may leave his home
and come to the Lord’s specia place. He may
do this any time he wants. And this Levite
may serve in the name of the Lord his God,
the same as dl his brother Levites that are on
duty before the Lord. 8And that Levite will
get an equal share with the other Levites, in
addition to the share his family normally gets.

Israel Must Not Live Like Other Nations

9“When you come into the land that the
Lord your God is giving you, don't learn to
do the terrible things the people of the other
nations there do. 10Don't sacrifice your sons
or daughtersin the fires on your atars.* Don't
try to learn what will happen in the future by
talking to a fortune teller or by going to a
magician, a witch or a sorcerer. 11Don’t let
anyone try to put magic spells on other
people. Don't let any of your people become a
medium* or awizard.* And no person should
try to talk with someone that has died. 12The
Lord your God hates people doing those
things. That is why he is forcing those other
nations out of this country for you. 13You
must be faithful to the Lord your God.

The Lord’s Special Prophet

14*Y ou must force those other nations out
of your land. The people of those nations
listen to people who use magic and try to tell
the future. But the Lord your God will not let
you do those things. 15The Lord your God
will send to you a prophet.* This prophet will
come from among your own people. He will
be like me. You must listen to this prophet.
16God will send you this prophet because that
Is what you asked him to do. When you were
gathered together at Mount Horeb (Sinai),
\you were afraid of God's voice and the great
fire you saw on the mountain. So, you said,
‘Don't let us hear the voice of the Lord our

altar(s) A tableor raised area used for offering sacrifices.

medium A person that tries to talk with the spirits of dead
people.

wizard A person that triesto use evil spiritsto do magic.

prophet A person caled by God to be a specid servant. God
used dreams and visions to show them things to teach to
the people.

DEUTERONOMY 18:7-19:6

God again! Don't let us see that great fire or
wewill diel’

1™The Lord said to me, ‘The thing they
ask for is good. 181 will send them a prophet*
like you. This prophet will be one of their
own people. | will tell him the things he must
say. And he will tell the people everything |
command. 19This prophet will speak for me.
And when he speaks, if any person refuses to
listen to my commands, then | will punish
that person.’

How to Know False Prophets

20“But a prophet* might say something that
| did not tell him to say. And he might tell
people that he is speaking for me. If this
happens, then that prophet must be killed.
Also, a prophet might come that speaks for
other gods. That prophet must also be killed.
21Y ou might be thinking, “How can we know
if something a prophet says is not from the
Lord? 22If a prophet says he is speaking for
the Lord, but the thing does not happen, then
you will know that the Lord did not say it. You
will know that this prophet was speaking his
ownideas. Y ou don't need to be afraid of him.

Cities of Safety

19“The Lord your God is giving you land
that belongs to other nations. The Lord
will destroy those nations. Y ou will live where
those people lived. You will take their cities
and their houses. When that happens, 23you
must divide the land into three parts. Then in
each part you must choose a city close to
everyone in that area. And you must prepare
roads to those cities. Then any person that kills
another person may run to that city for safety.
4This is the rule for the person that kills
someone and runs away to one of those three
cities to be safe: It must be a person that killed
the other person accidentally. It must be a
person that did not hate the person he killed.
SHere is an example: A man goes into the
forest with another person to cut wood. The
man swings his axe to cut down atree, but the
head of the axe separates from the handle. The
axe head hits the other person and kills him.
The man who swung the axe may then run to
one of those three cities and be safe. 6Bt if
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the city istoo far avay, he might not be able to
run there fast enough. A close relative* of the
person he killed might run after him and catch
him before he reaches the city. The close
relative might be very angry and kill the man.
But the man did not deserve death. He did not
hate the person he killed. 7, The cities must be
close to everyone, That is why | command
you to choose three specid cities.

8*The Lord your God promised your fathers
that he would make your land larger. He will
give you al the land that he promised to give
to your ancestors.* ®He will do this if you
completely obey his commandsthat | give you
today—if you love the Lord your God and
aways live the way he wants. Then, when the
Lord makes your land larger, you should
choose three more cities for safety. They
should be added to the first three cities.
10Then innocent people will not be killed in
the land that the Lord your God is giving you.
And you will not be guilty for any deaths.

11*But a man might hate another person.
That man might hide, waiting to kill the
person he hates. He might kill that person and
run away into one of those cities of safety. 12If
that happens, then the elders (leaders) in that
man’'s home town must send someone to get
him and take him away from the city of
safety. Those leaders must give that man to
the close relative.* The murderer must die.
13Y ou must not feel sorry for him. He was
guilty of killing an innocent person. Y ou must
remove that guilt from Israel. Then everything
will go well for you.

Property Lines

14*Y ou must not move the stones that mark
your neighbor’s property. People put those
stones there in the past to mark each person’s
property. Those stones mark the land that the
Lord your God gave you.

closerelative Literaly, “avenger of blood.” When a person was
killed, hisrelative had to be sure the killer was punished.

ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents,
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.
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Witnesses

15*|f a person is accused of doing
something against the law, one witness is not
enough to prove that the person is guilty.
There must be two or three witnesses to prove
that the person really did wrong.

16 A witness might try to hurt another
person by lying and saying that this person
did wrong. 17If that happens, then both of
those people must go to the Lord's special
house and be judged by the priests and judges
that are on duty at that time. 18The judges
must ask careful questions. They might find
that the witness lied against the other person.
If the witness lied, 1%then you must punish
him. You must do to him the same thing he
wanted to do to the other person. In this way,
you will remove that evil from your group.
200ther people will hear about this and be
afraid. And those people will not do evil
things like that again.

21 “Punishment must be as severe as the
crime.; Don't feel sorry about punishing a
person that does wrong. If a person takes a
life, then he must pay with his own life. The
ruleis: an eye for an eye, atooth for atooth, a
hand for ahand, afoot for afoot.

2 “When you go out to battle against

your enemies, and you see horses,
chariots,* and many more people than you
have, you must not be afraid of them. Why?
Because the Lord your God is with you—and
the Lord brought you out of Egypt.

2*\When you go to the battle, the priest must
go to the soldiers and speak to them. 3The priest
will say, ‘Men of Isral, listen to me! Today
you are going against your enemies in battle,
Don't lose your courage! Don't be troubled or
upset! Don't be afraid of the enemy! 4Why?
Because the Lord your God is going with you.
He will help you fight against your enemies.
The Lord your God will help you win!’

5 Those Levite, officers will say to the
soldiers, ‘Is there any man here that has built a
new house, but has not yet dedicated it? That

Rules for War

chariot(s) A small wagon used inwar.
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man should go back home. He might be killed
in the battle. And then another person will
dedicate that man’s house. 6ls there any man
here that has planted a field of grapes, but has
not yet gathered any of the grapes? That man
should go back home. If that man dies in the
battle, then another person will enjoy the fruit
from his field. 7Is there any man here that is
engaged to be married? That man should go
back home. If he diesin the battle, then another
man will marry the woman heisengaged to.’

8Those Levite, officers must also say to
the people, ‘Is there any man here that has lost
his courage and is afraid? He should go back
home. Then he will not cause the other
soldiersto lose their courage too.” 9Then, after
the officers have finished speaking to the
army, they must choose captains to lead the
soldiers.

10When you go to attack a city, you must
first offer peace to the people there. 11f they
accept your offer and open their gates, then al
the people in that city will become your daves
and be forced to work for you. 12But if the city
refuses to make peace with you and fights
against you, then you should surround the city.
13And when the Lord your God lets you take
the city, you must kill al the men in it. 14But
you may take for yourselves the women, the
children, the cows, and everything else in the
city. You may use dl these things. The Lord
your God has given these things to you. 5That
is what you must do to al the cities that are
very far from you—the cities that are not in
the land where you will live.

16“But when you take cities in the land that
the Lord your God is giving you, you must kill
everyone. 17You must completely destroy all
the people—the Hittites, the Amorites, the
Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the
Jebusites. The Lord your God has commanded
you to do this. 18Why? Because then they
won't be able teach you to sin againgt the Lord
your God. They will not be able to teach you
to do any of the terrible things they do when
they worship their gods.

19“When you are making war against a
city, you might surround that city for a long
time. You must not cut down the fruit trees
around that city. You may eat the fruit from

DEUTERONOMY 20:6-21:10

these trees, but you must not cut them down.
These trees are not the enemy, so don't make
war against them! 20But you may cut down
the trees that you know are not fruit trees.
Y ou may use these trees to build weapons for
making war against that city. You may use

them until the city falls.
2 “In the land that the Lord your God is
giving you, a man might be found
murdered in afield. But no one knows who
killed him. 2Then your leaders and judges
must come out and measure the distance to
the towns around the person that was killed.
3When you learn which town is nearest to the
dead man, the |eaders of that town must take a
cow from their herds. It must be a cow that
never had a calf. And it must be a cow that
has never been used for work. 4The leaders of
that town must then bring the cow down to a
valley with running water. It must be a valley
that has never been plowed or had anything
planted in it. Then the leaders must break the
cow's neck there in that valley. SThe priests,
the descendants* of Levi, must also go there.
(The Lord your God has chosen these priests
to serve him and to bless people in his name.
The priests will decide who is right in every
argument where a person is hurt.) 6All the
leaders of the town nearest the murdered man
must wash their hands over the cow that had
its neck broken in the valley. "These leaders
must say, ‘We did not kill this man. And we
did not see it happen. 8Lord, you saved |srael.
We are your people. Now make us pure.*
Don't blame us for killing an innocent man.’
In this way, those men will not be blamed for
killing an innocent man. ®In this way, you
will do the right thing. And you will remove
that guilt from your group.

If a Person Is Found Murdered

Women Captured in War
10“Y ou might fight against your enemies,
and the Lord your God might let you defeat
them. You might carry your enemies away as

descendants A person’s children and their future families.
make ... pure Or, “make atonement.” The Hebrew word
means “to cover,” “to hide,” or “to erase sins.”
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captives. 11You might see a beautiful woman
among the captives that you want to be your
wife. 12You must then bring her into your
house. She must shave her head and cut her
nails. 13She must take off the clothes she was
wearing that showed she was taken in war. She
must stay in your house and be sad about losing
her father and her mother for afull month. After
that, you may go to her and become her
husband. She will be your wife. 14f you are not
pleased with her, then you must divorce her and
let her go free. You cannot sell her. You must
not treat her like a dave. Why? Because you
had sexud relationswith her.

The Oldest Son

15*A man might have two wives. And he
might love one wife more than the other. Both
wives might have children for him. And the
first child might be the child of the wife he
does not love. 16When the man divides his
property among his children, he can't give the
son of the wife he loves the things that belong
to the firstborn* child. 17The man must accept
the first child, the son of the wife he doesn’t
love. The man must give the first son a double
share of al his things. Why? Because that
child is his first child. The right of the
firstborn* child belongs to that child.

Children Who Refuse to Obey

18 A man might have a son who is stubborn
and refuses to obey. This son doesn’t obey his
father or mother. They punish the son, but he
still refuses to listen to them. 19His father and
mother must then take him to the leaders of
the town at the town meeting place. 20They
must say to the leaders of the town: ‘Our son
is stubborn and refuses to obey. He doesn’t do
anything we tell him to do. He eats and he
drinks too much.” 21Then the men in the town
must kill the son with stones. By doing this
you will remove this evil from yourselves. All
the people of Israel will hear about this and be
draid.

firstborn The first born child. The firstborn son was very
important in ancient times.
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Criminals Killed and Hung on a Tree

22 A person might be guilty of a sin that
must be punished by death. After he is killed,
people might hang his body on a tree. 23You
must not let that body stay on the tree all
night. You must be sure to bury this man on
the same day. Why? Because the person that
hangs on a tree is cursed by God. You must
not ruin the land that the Lord your God is
giving you.

Other Laws

22 If you see that your neighbor’s cow or
sheep is 100se, you must not ignore it.
You must be sure to take it back to its owner.
2If the owner does not live near you or if you
don’t know who it belongs to, then you may
take the cow or sheep to your house. And you
may keep it with you until the owner comes
looking for it. Then you must give it back to
him. 3Y ou must do the same thing when you
find your neighbor’s donkey, your neighbor’s
clothes or anything else your neighbor loses.
Y ou must help your neighbor.

41f your neighbor’s donkey or cow has
fallen down on the road, you must not ignore
it. You must help him lift it up again.

5*A woman must not wear men’s clothes.
And a man must not wear women's clothes.
That is very disgusting to the Lord your God.

&Y ou might be walking along a path and
find abird's nest in atree or on the ground. If
the mother bird is sitting with her baby birds or
on the eggs, then you must not take the mother
bird with the babies. 7Y ou may take the babies
for yoursdlf. But you must |et the mother go. If
you obey these laws, then things will go well
for you, and you will livealong time.

8When you build a new house, you must
build awall around your roof.* Then you will
not be guilty for the death of a person that
fallsfrom the house.

Things That Must Not Be Put Together

9You must not plant seeds of grain in the
same fields as your grapevines. Why?

wall around your roof In ancient Israel the roofs of houses
were flat, and people used them like an extra room. This law
made the roof asafer place.
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Because then they become useless,* and you
can't use either the grapes or the grain that
grows from the seeds you planted.

10Y ou must not plow with a cow and a
donkey together.

11*¥Y ou must not wear cloth made by
weaving together wool and linen.

12“Tie several pieces of thread together.
Then put these tassels* on the four corners of
the robes you wear.

Marriage Laws

13*A man might marry a girl and have
sexual relations with her. Then he might
decide that he does not like her. 14He might
lie and say, ‘| married this woman, but when
we had sexual relations, | found she was not a
virgin.*" By saying this against her, people
might think bad things about her. 15If this
happens, the girl’s father and mother must
bring the proof that the girl was avirgin to the
town elders (leaders) at the meeting place of
the town. 16The girl’s father must say to the
leaders, ‘| gave my daughter to this man to be
his wife, but now he does not want her. 17This
man has told lies against my daughter. He
said, “I did not find the proof that your
daughter isavirgin.” But here isthe proof that
my daughter was a virgin.”" Then they should
show the cloth* to the town leaders. 18Then
the leaders of that town must take that man
and punish him. 18They must fine him 40
ounces of silver.* They must give the money
to the girl’s father because her hushand
brought shame to an Israglite girl. And the girl
must continue to be the man’s wife. He can’t
divorce her al hislife.

20“But the things that the husband said
about his wife might be true. The wife's

they become useless  Literaly, “they become holy.” This means
these things belonged only to God, so they couldn't be used
by the people.

tassels These pieces of string were made from different
materials, so they became holy. This helped the people
remember God and his commands.

virgin - A woman who has not had sexual relations with anyone.

cloth The blood-stained bed cover that the b