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Inductive Bible Study

What is an Inductive Bible Study?

IBS is a Bible study method that encourages the student to discover
God's truth for himself. By simply reading the Bible text, observing
the facts, interpreting the meaning, and applying this to daily life one
may truly experience the blessing of IBS. In a group setting IBS is
meant to be a time of personal discovery and mutual sharing. IBS is
never alecture, but rather a discussion and sharing of truths from God's
Word.

Why use the Inductive Bible Study method?

Too much of our education system depends on the transfer of
information by lecture. The IBS method teaches us to discover truth
for ourselves. It engages the mind to study and meditate on God's
Word. It opens up awealth of sharing between people as we engage in
open discussion. It brings about a transformation of lives as we apply
the truths we learn in the Bible to our daily lives. IBS is easy to learn
and easy to reproduce. The leader need not be a Bible scholar to lead a
good IBS.

How do you conduct an Inductive Bible Study?

Leading an IBS is very different than teaching a class. Y our focus and
objective is to promote learning by self-discovery. The guiding
principle in IBSisto let the Bible teach itself. The IBS leader is more a
facilitator than he is ateacher. The IBS has three key components:

1. Observation: What does it say?

2. Interpretation: What does it mean?

3. Application: How doesit apply to me?

So how does one lead an IBS?
» Begin the session with some simple sharing.
- Share something good about your week.
- Share something bad about your week.
- Share special needs of others that you are aware of.
- Ask how we may meet some of these needs.
» Have a prayer for these blessings and needs.
= Begin your study with a good discussion question to lead into
your Bible study theme. The goal of your question is to engage
people in discussion.



Read the Bible text together. It is good to give everyone a
chance to read.
Ask everyone to read and reflect on the Bible verse silently.
They may ask themselves the following questions: Who? What?
When? Where? How? Why?
It is also agood ideato look for key words in the Bible passage.
Ask them to write out in their own words their understanding of
the passage. This step is very important to help everyone
encounter God's Word. Through this process we are teaching
everyone to learn to study the Bible. Don’'t be afraid of silence.
Begin the discussion by asking someone to share their
understanding of the Bible text.
Affirm those who share with an encouraging word.
Ask for more sharing.
- Whowantstoaddtowhat  shared?
- Do you agree or disagree?
- Do you have any questions?
(When a question is asked, do not answer the question
immediately. Ask the individual what he thinks. Ask the
group to answer the question.)
Ask relevant questions to help everyone grasp the teaching of the
passage.
Point to the Bible verses. Sometimes the person talking may be
sharing unrelated ideas. Point them back to the text.
Keep the flow going. Don't get bogged down.
Help the group grasp the main teaching of the text.
Move on to your next Bible verse.
Watch your time. Sometimes you may need to speed up or slow
down. Sometimes you may need to skip Bible verses. Do your
best to stop on time.
Finish with practical applications. Ask the following questions:
- What does this mean to me?
- What should | do?
- How am | going to apply thisto my life today?
- How am | going to obey the Lord today?
The ultimate goal of the IBS is life transformation.
Transformation will only take place when we obey the teaching
of the Bible.
Encourage others to share their personal commitment to apply
what they learned in the Bible study.
Close the study with a prayer.
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