Basic Facts about the Bible
Ranked by Number of Adherents (figures shown are approximate estimates )

1. Christianity 基督教2.1 billion 

2. Islam伊斯兰教 1.5 billion

3. Non-religious无宗教者 1.1 billion

4. Hinduism 印度教 900 million

5. Chinese traditional religion中国传统宗教  394 million

6. Buddhism 佛教 376 million

7. primal-indigenous 土著信仰300million

8. Sikhism锡克教 23 million

9. Judaism犹太教14 million

· There are three major branches of Christianity: the Roman Catholic Church(天主教), the Eastern Orthodox Churches(东正教) and Protestant Churches （新教）.
· Orthodox  adj 
 (esp religion 尤用於宗教) following the older, more traditional, practices strictly 正统的; 传统的; 循规蹈矩的: orthodox Jews 正统的犹太教徒. 
· Catholic  adj 1.including many or most things; general; universal 包罗万象的; 广泛的; 普遍的: have catholic tastes, interests, views, etc 广泛的爱好﹑ 兴趣﹑ 意见等.

· 2. (technical) connected with all Christians or the whole Christian Church

· Protestant  n, adj (member) of any of the Christian bodies that separated from the Church of Rome in the 16th century, or of their branches formed later 新教徒（指16世纪脱离罗马天主教之基督教团体或後来由其形成的教派成员）; 新教（徒）的
Basic Facts about the Bible

· The Bible: sacred, holy writings of the Christian religion

· a book that can be found almost anywhere on the earth. 

· translated into more than 2000 different languages and dialects. 

· the world's most popular book. 

· Every year more copies of the Bible are sold than any other publication. the number of sales is increasing. 

Basic Facts about the Bible

· Till December 31,2008, the Bible has been translated into 2479 languages.

· In 2008, 28,448,325 copies of the Bible were sold.

Authors of the Bible

· Clearly, the Bible was not written by one person. Why?

· It was written over a period of about 1600 years.

· It is estimated there were about forty authors from different walks of life.

· Shepherds

· Kings

· Fishermen

· Peasants

· Doctors

· Tax-collectors

· They came from Asia, Europe and Africa.

· Directly or indirectly the authors assert that what they were writing really came from God.
Components of the Bible

· The Bible is comprised of 66 books with two major divisions: the Old Testament (39 books) and the New Testament (27 books). 


The Old Testament

· Well before the time of Christ the Jews had already finished assembling the divinely inspired writings of the Hebrews. It is a collection of 39 books. 

· The Old Testament: also called the Jewish Bible or Hebrew Bible. It is part of the Bible that is holy to the Jewish religion. 

· Most of it was originally written in Hebrew, the language of the ancient Jewish people.

The Old Testament – 39 books

· All written before Jesus came.

· 1400-400 B.C.

· “Testament” means “covenant or agreement”

· The Old Covenant is an agreement that God made with the nation of Israel

· The Old Testament was written in Hebrew – the language of Israel
The New Testament

· Following Christ's life on earth, additional sacred books were written. 

· Some of these books record historical events pertaining to Christ and His early followers. 

· Others are letters written to explain Christ's teaching or to encourage the followers of Christ to practice the moral principles He taught. 

· There are 27 books in this later collection.

· Together they form the New Testament.

· The New Testament is holy only to Christians.

The Old Testament 
– 39 books

Composition of the Old Testament
(Literary Styles found in the Old Testament)

The Old Testament has four major divisions: (1) the Law - 5 books; (2) History - 12 books; (3) Poetry - 5 books; and, (4) Prophecy - 17 books. 


Composition of the New Testament
(Literary Styles Found in the New Testament)

· Similarly, the New Testament has four major divisions: 

· (1) the Gospels - 4 books; 

· Gospel: a Greek word for “good news” 福音书 

· the life and teaching of Jesus耶稣生平及其教导 

· (2) the Acts of the Apostles - 1 book; 

· Apostle：any of the twelve men sent out by Christ to spread his teaching 使徒（基督为宣传他的教导而派出的十二位门徒之一）. 

· (3) the Epistles - 21 books;

· epistle  n letter 书信:

· (4) the Revelation of the Lord Jesus Christ - 1 book.

· 《启示录》
Differences in the Bibles

· The version of the Old Testament used by Roman Catholics is the Jewish Bible with some other books and additions to the books.

· The version of the Old Testament used by Protestants is limited to the 39 books of the Jewish Bible.

· The other books and additions to the books are called the Apocrypha(伪经、后典) by Protestants.

Genesis

1. The Story of the Creation

The Creation of the World

· According to Genesis, the first book of the Bible, God created the world in six days.

The First Day

· God first created light.

· He said, “Let there be light”, and there was light.

· God divided the light from the darkness and made day and night.

The Second Day

· God divided the sky from the earth, and put one on top of the other.

· God said ‘Let there be an expanse to separate water from water …’
· God called the expanse ‘sky’.
The Third Day

· God gathered all the water together to make the seas, so that dry land appeared.

· He made grass grow on the land, plants give seeds and trees bear fruit.

The Fourth Day 

· God spent the fourth day creating the sun, the moon and stars to shine in the sky.

The Fifth Day

· God devoted the fifth day to the creation of sea animals and birds flying in the sky.

The Sixth Day

· God made land animals and human beings.

The Seventh Day

· God stopped working and made the day holy, because he had a rest on the day.

· Reserving a day for rest and worship, the Sabbath(安息日), became one of the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:8-11). 

· There is more to life than just work.
Genesis

2. The Story of Adam and Eve
· Gen 2:7  the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being. 

· the Garden of Eden. trees with delicious fruit 

· Right in the middle of the garden were the "tree of life" and the "tree of the knowledge of good and evil.“
· Then,
· Gen 2:15  The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.  

· Gen 2:16  And the LORD God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the garden;  

· Gen 2:17  but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.“  
· Then God saw that Adam was lonely. God put Adam into a deep sleep and took one of his ribs and formed it into a woman to be Adam‘s wife. Adam named her “Eve”.

· Questions:

· 1. Do women have more ribs than men?

· 2. Were Adam and Eve allowed to eat the fruit of the tree of life?

· 1. NO. They both have twelve pairs.

· 2. Yes. They were allowed to do so.
· the serpent ; tricky and deceitful. 

· The snake said to the woman, "Why not eat the fruit of the tree of knowledge? You will not die, and you will become as wise as gods. " 

· So the woman picked the fruit of the tree and ate some, and gave it to the man and he ate some too. 

· Then suddenly they became wiser and knew that they were naked. So they sewed fig leaves together to cover themselves. 
· God saw this, and knew that they had eaten the forbidden fruit. 

· God punished the serpent; to crawl on their bellies, eat dust and be enemies of mankind.
· God punished Adam and Eve, 

·  their lives hard. 

· Men would have to struggle and sweat for their existence.

· To the woman he said, "I will greatly increase your pains in childbearing; with pain you will give birth to children. Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you." 
· God made them leave the Garden of Eden, so that they might not eat fruit from the tree of life and live forever.
· Gen 3:24  After he drove the man out, he placed on the east side of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life. 

· Questions:

· 1. Why could the serpent speak to Eve?

· 2. Was the forbidden fruit an apple?

· 3. God said they would die when they ate the forbidden fruit, but they didn’t. Was God lying to them?
· 1. The serpent in Genesis chapter 3 was Satan. Satan was either appearing as a serpent, possessing the serpent, or deceiving Adam and Eve into believing that it was the serpent who was talking to them. Serpents / snakes do not possess the ability to speak. 

· 2. The fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil is often pictured as an apple, but the Bible never says what it was.
· 3.

· kjv: But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. 

· esv: "but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.“

·  cuv: “只是分别善恶树上的果子，你不可吃，因为你吃的日子必定死！” 
· Gen 5:1  This is the written account of Adam's line. When God created man, he made him in the likeness of God.  

· Gen 5:2  He created them male and female and blessed them. And when they were created, he called them "man. "  

· Gen 5:3  When Adam had lived 130 years, he had a son in his own likeness, in his own image; and he named him Seth.  

· Gen 5:4  After Seth was born, Adam lived 800 years and had other sons and daughters.  

· Gen 5:5  Altogether, Adam lived 930 years, and then he died.  

· Gen 5:6  When Seth had lived 105 years, he became the father of Enosh.  

· Gen 5:7  And after he became the father of Enosh, Seth lived 807 years and had other sons and daughters.  

· Gen 5:8  Altogether, Seth lived 912 years, and then he died.  

· Gen 5:9  When Enosh had lived 90 years, he became the father of Kenan.  

· Gen 5:10  And after he became the father of Kenan, Enosh lived 815 years and had other sons and daughters.  

· Gen 5:11  Altogether, Enosh lived 905 years, and then he died.  
· 诗篇(Psalms)

· Psa 90:4 For a thousand years in your sight are like a day that has just gone by

· Altogether, Adam lived 930 years, and then he died.

Angels

· Origin of the word: Greek angelos, literally, messenger 

· Mentioned hundreds of times in the Bible.

· Send messages for God, or carry out his plan to save his people or destroy the wicked. Travel at tremendous speeds. 

Angels

· The best-known example of their function as messengers: 

· the annunciation by the Angel Gabriel (加百列) to the Virgin Mary of the birth of Christ.

Angels

· Mentioned far more times in Revelation than any other book of the Bible.

· Innumerable angels were seen around the throne of God; seven blew their seven trumpets while another seven poured out the seven bowls of God’s anger.

Angels

· Christianity developed very elaborate doctrines about angels:

· They were created by God and they do not marry or have children.

· They have a greater mental capacity than man. Man is “a little lower than angels”.

· They are superhuman in power.

Classification of Angels

· In the Middle Ages it was believed that there were nine orders of angels:

· 1. There are 3 main hierarchies. 2. Each main hierarchy contains 3 orders. 
Classification of Angels

· The highest hierarchy includes the order of (in descending order) 

· a) Seraphim (seraph) 炽天使  

· b) Cherubim (cherub) 智天使 

· c) Thrones 座天使 
Classification of Angels

· The middle hierarchy includes the order of a) Dominions主天使   b) Virtues 力天使   c) Powers 能天使 
· The lowest hierarchy includes the order of a) Principalities 权天使  b) Archangels大天使  c) Angels 天使
· Seven archangels are the leaders of angels. Three of them are named in the Bible: Gabriel, Michael and Raphael
Satan

· In Judaism and Christianity: Satan, also called Devil, an evil spirit that opposes God or good spirits. Satan tempts people to be wicked.

· In the Book of Job of the Old Testament, Satan is a servant of God.

· Special function: to test the virtues of men by trials and sufferings.

Satan

· By the time of the New Testament: seen as the enemy of God and one who had been driven out of heaven.

· Satan was identified with Lucifer (路西法), an angel who tried to rebel against God and so fell from Heaven.

Lucifer

· son of the morning, “morning star”,金星 

· Became jealous of God

·  Was perfect until his sin

·  Became proud of his beauty and glory instead of glorifying God his Creator

·  Sinned in his heart

Lucifer

· tried to rebel against God and so fell from Heaven.

· Was cast out of heaven and took one-third of all the angels with him

· He is supposed to be the ruler of Hell.

· His followers, called devils, were lesser angels who fell with him.
Idioms from Genesis Chapter 2&3

· 1. Garden of Eden    (Gen. 2 : 15— 17) 

· Eden n also the Garden of Eden [singular] 
in the Bible story, the garden where Adam and Eve, the first humans lived, often seen as a place of happiness and innocence. 人间天堂，乐园
· The city is a remote and beautiful Eden. 

· Life is no garden of Eden (ie is unpleasant) at the moment. 现时的生活并非世外桃源. 
2. Bone of the bone and flesh of the flesh    (Gen. 2 : 21 — 23) 

· Bone of bones and flesh of flesh 血肉相连，至亲骨肉
· Everybody agrees the competent should be promoted. And his bone of bones and flesh of flesh are not so incompetent, and they are much easier than others to get promoted.

·  I have never thought that they should become such good bone of bones and flesh of flesh of each other.

· 我从来没想到他们俩会成为如此恩爱的一对夫妻。
 3. Adam and Eve (Gen. 2 : 7; 21— 22) 

· Adam and Eve 祖先，人类始祖
· There is a tendency of longevity on his mother‘s side. Both his grandpa and grandma lived to be over ninety — lived to be Adam and Eve , as they say. 

· 他母亲那一边的人有长寿倾向。他外公外婆都活到九十多—像别人说的，都活成老祖宗了。 

4. Adam ' s profession   (Gen. 2 : 15) 

· Adam ‘s profession 园艺，耕种
· He has always been thinking of engaging in Adam's profession when he retires. 

· 他一直在想，当他退休了，他就种种花，养养草。
· —What' s your father?

· —He is in Adam's profession back in the home village. 

· 他在老家务农。
5. Fig leaves    (Gen. 3 : 6—7) 

· Fig leaves 无花果树的叶子，遮羞布
· Come and see the picture of Tom in his babyhood--without even a fig leaf on.

· 快来看TOM婴儿时候的照片--光着屁股照的。
6. Curse of Adam    (Gen. 3 : 17) 

· Curse of Adam 亚当遭诅咒，为生活奔波
· Though the poor couple were suffering from the curse of Adam, they found it hard to make both ends meet.

· 虽然这对可怜的夫妇为生活拼命的奔波，还是发现很难做到收支相抵。
· His father died young and the curse of Adam kept him from continuing his schooling as he had to help his mother support a big family.

· 他父亲很年轻就去世了。生活的艰辛使他不能继续上学，他得帮母亲养活一大家子。
7. Forbidden fruit    (Gen. 3 : 1—5) 

· Forbidden fruit 禁果，因被禁而更想得到的东西
· I told my son he was not allowed to eat ice-cream as he was having a cold, but he ate more than usual.

· ---Well, forbidden fruit tastes better; and this is especially true for kids. 

· 我告诉我的儿子他正患感冒，不能吃冰激凌，但他吃的反而比平时还多。
· --越是不让就越想要，小孩尤其是这样
· By the sweat of your brow (in the sweat of your face) you shall eat bread till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for dust you are ,and to dust you shall return. (Gen. 3:19)

·  你必须汗流满面才得糊口，直到你归了土，因为你是自土而出的。你本是尘土，仍要归于尘土。
8. By the sweat of one's brow/In the sweat of one's face

·  By the sweat of one‘s brow/In the sweat of one’s face 眉毛流汗、汗流满面 喻意：用血汗挣来的；凭勤劳谋生。
· 1.what it needs to accomplish anything is the sweat of the brow,but not empty talk.

· 要成就任何事情，需要的是艰苦的努力，而非空谈。
 

· 2.In the sweat of their face, the peasant couple sent all their children to university.

· 这对农民夫妇勤挣苦做，终于把几个孩子送进了大学。 
9. For dust you are, and to dust you shall return.

· For dust you are, and to dust you shall return.本是尘土，仍要归于尘土; 死亡，逝世；
· When his father returned to dust, he inherited the house.

· 他父亲去世后，他就继承了房子。
· I see no point accumulating material possessions in the sweat of one's face. After all, for dust you are ,and to dust you shall return.

· 我看不出来辛辛苦苦地聚财有什么意义，毕竟财富这东西生不带来，死不带去。
· Serpent

· 蛇；魔鬼；罪恶的象征；
· Adam’s apple

· 亚当的苹果；喉结；
· the fall of man

· 人类的堕落
· original sin

· 原罪；Adam’s sin亚当的罪；人类始祖之罪；世代相传之罪；
· Paradise lost

· 失乐园；失去美好的生活
Basic Christian Beliefs

· Most Christians share some of the basic beliefs, no matter how their doctrines may seem to be different: 

· They believe: 

· one God, who created the universe

· almighty in ruling over all that are in heaven and on earth 

· morally fair in judgment over good and evil

· loves mankind and is merciful to them.

Trinity (三位一体)

· Trinity：in one God there are three Persons — the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit (or Holy Ghost). 

· They believe that God sent his Son, Jesus, into the world as the Savior of mankind, and that after Jesus' earthly life, God remained present on earth in the form of the Holy Spirit. 

Trinity

· Christians believe that God is made up of three aspects: 

· God the Father - who made the world, 

· God the Son - Jesus Christ 

· and a part called the Holy Spirit.

· These three parts make up the one true God. 
· “三位一体”上帝说。基督教认为，世界和宇宙中存在一种超自然和超社会的力量，这种力量就是上帝。他是独一无二、无所不能、创造有形和无形万物的神。由于他具有三个位格一圣父、圣子、圣灵，所以称他为“三位一体”的上帝。因圣父在天，称他为天父，被认为是至高无上、主宰一切的力量。他是“三位一体”中的第一位。圣子为耶稣基督，受圣父的派遣降临人间，以自已在十字架上的流血牺牲拯救世人的苦难。他是“三位一体”中的第二位。圣灵是上帝与人的中介，启迪人的智慧和信仰，使人弃恶从善。他是“三位一体”中的第三位。这三个位格不是各自独立的三个神，而是同一本体，三者组成上帝的统一整体。 
· 圣经上所启示的三位一体的真神，不是以三位神组合成为一位神，也不是在其本体上各占三分之一的份量，而是在本性上没有高低的区分，也没有上下的差别，但是，在三位一体的工作与表现上，圣父的名称列于第一，圣子的名称列于第二，圣灵的名称列于第三。
· 三位一体（或称三位一神或三一神或神圣三一），是指圣父、圣子、圣灵（天主教称呼圣灵为圣神，东正教和新教都称呼为圣灵）为同一本体（本性）、三个不同的位格，三位格为同一本质。通俗地说，仅有独一的上帝；圣天父完全是上帝，圣子完全是上帝，圣灵完全是上帝；圣天父不是圣子，圣子不是圣灵，圣灵不是圣天父。
Basic Christian Beliefs

· They regard Jesus as God who took on the human appearance and characteristics of a man.

· They believe that Jesus is the Savior who died to save humanity from sin,   making their salvation and eternal life possible.

Basic Christian Beliefs

· They believe that God intended them to worship together in groups, that is, in churches, so that they can encourage one another to lead upright lives according to God's moral law.

· when people become members of a church, a ceremony called baptism(洗礼) should be held for them, in which they are sprinkled or covered with water as a symbol that sin is washed away.

Basic Christian Beliefs

· They also accept the Eucharist（圣餐）, also called Holy Communion or the Lord's Supper, as an important ceremony, in which Christians share bread and wine as a sign of their unity with each other and with Jesus.
· Luk 22:19 And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, "This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me." 

· Luk 22:20 In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you. 

Basic Christian Beliefs

· They hold the Bible as sacred writings and inspired by God.

· They base many of their beliefs and customs on the teachings found in the Bible,

·  especially in the New Testament, 

· a collection of Christian writings added to the Jewish holy books known as the Old Testament, or Hebrew Bible.

Heaven

· Heaven: the place or state of perfect supernatural happiness in which God, angels and other spiritual beings live. 

· The souls of people who have been faithful to God go to Heaven as a reward. 
· Christians generally believe: since the resurrection of Christ, the souls of the just who are free from sin are admitted immediately after death into Heaven, where they can see God. 

·  At the general resurrection their souls are to be reunited to their perfected, or glorified, bodies. 

Hell

· a place or state where devils live, and where wicked people are punished after death. 

· a place of endless suffering caused by the loss of happiness and separation from God. 

Hell

· However, some Christian theologians have questioned whether a just and loving God would have created such a place. 

· According to these scholars, Hell is not a place but a symbol of the anguish caused by the loss of God or goodness. 

For how long are wicked people punished in Hell?

· a subject of controversy since early Christian times. 

· Both the Orthodox Churches and the Roman Catholic Church have believed that the punishments in Hell are eternal. 

· The Protestant churches during the Reformation didn't question the doctrine of Hell and the eternal suffering in it, but many of the more radical thinkers of the Renaissance rejected the belief.

Where are the heaven and hell?

· The Christian religion never says that Heaven is in the sky, and Hell under the earth, but people commonly suppose so.

· 2Ki 2:11  As they were walking along and talking together, suddenly a chariot of fire and horses of fire appeared and separated the two of them, and Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind. 

· according to the New Testament, Jesus was "taken up to Heaven". 
Where are the heaven and hell?

· The idea that Hell is 'beneath' the earth's surface may come from old religions, such as the ancient Jewish idea of "sheol“ (an underground dwelling place of the dead) or the Greek idea of Hades (希腊神话中的冥府, 阴间. ).

Purgatory 

· According to Catholic belief, Purgatory is a state in which the souls of the people who have died suffer for their sins they committed on earth until they are pure enough to enter Heaven. 
Purgatory

· But these sins must not be so serious as to cause the soul to be sent to Hell, yet too serious for the soul to enjoy the eternal happiness of Heaven.
Purgatory

· It is believed that people can reduce their future suffering by doing various religious or pious acts before death, and the prayers of the living on earth can help those who are already in Purgatory shorten their suffering.

This picture demonstrates the medieval Church teaching on purgatory.
4. Then, people can end up in

     Heaven with God.
3. This shows the role of the Church.

     People can & must go through the

     Church to get out of purgatory.
1. Here are common people in normal life.
2. Here are the people in purgatory once they die.
· During the Reformation, Protestants rejected the idea and practice about Purgatory. 

· They believed that mankind had been saved by Christ's death on the cross. 

· Having faith in God alone was the guarantee of being saved.

· 因信称义 

· 因信称义是德国神学家马丁·路德的神学思想核心。他认为，基督徒之所以是自由的，是因为他们“因信称义”，不再受善功律的支配，他们通过自己的信仰而与基督建立了新的个人关系。灵魂的得救不是教会的工作，是上帝把恩赐给了他的信仰者。因此，信徒不必依靠教会极其繁琐的宗教礼仪，只凭对上帝对的虔诚信仰就可以得到灵魂的拯救。
Sins

· Original sin, sometimes called ancestral sin, is, according to a doctrine proposed in Christian theology, humanity's state of sin resulting from the Fall of Man.

· Original sin is hereditary. It did not remain only Adam and Eve's. As life passes from them to all of their descendants, so does original sin. We all of us participate in original sin because we are all descended from the same forefather, Adam. 

Sins

· The Catholic Church divided sin into two principal categories: "venial sins", which are relatively minor and could be forgiven through any sacramentals or sacraments of the church, and the more severe "capital" or mortal sins. 

· The Seven Deadly Sins, also known as the Capital Vices or Cardinal Sins
What are the Seven Deadly Sins?

· The final version of the list consists of:

· Wrath 愤怒
· Greed 贪婪
· Sloth  懒惰
· Pride 傲慢
· Lust  色欲
· Envy 妒忌
· Gluttony 贪食
Seven Deadly Sins and Seven Heavenly Virtues

· The Roman Catholic Church also recognizes Seven Heavenly Virtues, which correspond inversely to each of the seven deadly sins.
The Story of Cain and Abel

· According to the story in Genesis, Adam and Eve, had Cain as their first son and Abel as their second son. 

· When they grew up, Cain became a farmer and raised crops, while Abel became a shepherd and looked after the sheep. 

· One day Cain brought some of his harvest as an offering to God, while Abel brought the best of his lambs. 
· God liked Abel and his offering better. 

· Cain was so angry and jealous of Abel that he killed him. 

· When God asked Cain where Abel was,  Cain made the famous remark: “I don’t know:  am I my brother's keeper?" 

· To punish Cain, God sent him away to be a wanderer. 

· Cain feared he would be killed, so God placed a mark on him and commanded that no one harm him. 
· Why did God prefer Abel’s sacrifice and rejected that of Cain’s?

· Why didn’t God kill Cain?

Why Did God Prefer Abel’s Sacrifice and Rejected That of Cain’s? 

· God doesn’t like vegetables. 

· God likes meat.

· Both are wrong!

· By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did. By faith he was commended as a righteous man, when God spoke well of his offerings. And by faith he still speaks, even though he is dead. (Hebrews 11:4)
· In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. (Hebrews 9:22)

Why didn’t God Kill Cain?

· God is merciful.

· There were too few people then.

· Cain was the son of Adam and Eve.

· There has been no law given at this time. Cain is a sinner, but he is not a transgressor because there has been no law given about murder. 

· God didn't kill Cain because the Lord wanted Cain to suffer with the guilt of what he had done and in doing so pay penance for his crime and hopefully seek redemption and the Lord’s forgiveness 
· It’s a metaphor. Cain symbolizes evil. If there were no evil, there wouldn’t be good. So God let Cain live on. 
· Cain

· 杀人犯；谋杀兄弟的人,流离失所者
· the curse of Cain 

· 流离漂泊
· the mark (or brand) of Cain 

· 该隐的记号/杀人罪。
· raise `Cain/`hell/the `roof (infml) 

· be very angry; cause an uproar 大怒; 大吵大闹: 

· He raised Cain when he found he had been cheated. 
The Tower of Babel
Genesis 11:1-9
· The descendants of Noah all spoke a single language. 

· Gen 11:1  Now the whole world had one language and a common speech.  

· Gen 11:2  As men moved eastward, they found a plain in Shinar and settled there.  

· Gen 11:3  They said to each other, "Come, let's make bricks and bake them thoroughly." They used brick instead of stone, and tar for mortar.  

· Gen 11:4  Then they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves and not be scattered over the face of the whole earth."  

· Gen 11:5  But the LORD came down to see the city and the tower that the men were building.  
· Gen 11:6  The LORD said, "If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them.  

· Gen 11:7  Come, let us go down and confuse their language so they will not understand each other."  

· Gen 11:8  So the LORD scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped building the city.  

· Gen 11:9  That is why it was called Babel -because there the LORD confused the language of the whole world. From there the LORD scattered them over the face of the whole earth. 
What lesson can we learn from the story?

· On the surface, an explanation for the many different languages spoken on earth. 

· But there is much more to the story. 

· Why did people build the tower?

· In ancient times, people thought the heavens were not far above the earth. If only they could build a tower to the sky, they could climb up and be like gods themselves. 

· Mankind had once again lost sight of God and become arrogant and self-sufficient. 
· babel  n.

· 1. A confusion of sounds or voices.

· 2. A scene of noise and confusion.

· a babel of voices in the busy market 繁忙的市场上嘈杂的声音. 

· tower of Babel

· 巴别塔,“空想的计划”“未能实现的工程”

· They think Mike's plan is the tower of Babel.

· 他们认为迈克的计划是空想。
The Story of Abraham

God Calls Abram 

· Sometime around 2000 B.C., God spoke to a man named Abram and said,
· "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you. I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you." (NIV, Genesis 12:1-3) 
· So at age 75, Abram left the land of Haran and set out for the land of Canaan. He took his wife, Sarai, his nephew, Lot, and all their possessions and slaves.

· But there was a great famine in Canaan, and so Abram went down to Egypt to live. 
· On the way there Abram asked his wife Sarai to tell everyone that she was his sister, because Sarai was a very beautiful woman and Abram was afraid that the Egyptians would kill him to get Sarai.
· When they arrived in Egypt, Pharaoh heard of Sarai's beauty, and gave Abram a lot of gifts, and made Sarai one of his wives. 

· But God at once caused Pharaoh and all his household to fall ill. Pharaoh realized that he was punished by God because he married Sarai. 
· So he accused Abram of dishonesty and sent him out of the country, together with his wife and everything he owned.

Ishmael is Born 

· Abram: worried, promise, the ancestor of a great nation of people.

·  He and Sarai: childless. Sarai:beyond the age of childbearing. 

· Sarai had an Egyptian slave girl:Hagar.a second wife. 

· Hagar bore Abram his first son, a boy named Ishmael 
· When Abram was 99 years old, God promised him that he would have a son within a year, and his descendents would be as many as the stars in the sky. 

· As a symbol of his promise, God changed Abram's name to Abraham, which means father of many nations, and Sarai's name to Sarah.

Isaac is Born

· at the entrance of his tent; 

· three men standing there; 

· Sarah would have a son within the next year. almost ninety years old;

· However, just as promised, Sarah became pregnant and had a son the next year. 

·  When Isaac was born, Abraham was 100 years old and Sarah was 90.
Hagar and Ishmael are Driven Away


The Supreme Test of Faith
· At that moment the angel of the LORD shouted to him from heaven, "Abraham! Abraham!" "Yes," he answered. "I'm listening." "Lay down the knife," the angel said. "Do not hurt the boy in any way, for now I know that you truly fear God. You have not withheld even your beloved son from me." (NLT, Genesis 22:11-12)

· Abraham had passed the test. He had demonstrated that he was willing to obey God - no matter what!

The Supreme Test of Faith
· At that moment the angel of the LORD shouted to him from heaven, "Abraham! Abraham!" "Yes," he answered. "I'm listening." "Lay down the knife," the angel said. "Do not hurt the boy in any way, for now I know that you truly fear God. You have not withheld even your beloved son from me." (NLT, Genesis 22:11-12)

· Abraham had passed the test. He had demonstrated that he was willing to obey God - no matter what!



Father of Three Great Religions


· Three great religions – Christianity（基督教）, Islam（伊斯兰教） and Judaism（犹太教） - trace their spiritual heritage to Abraham.

· Ishmael had twelve sons who became princes of twelve Arabian tribes. The Muslims(穆斯林） of today trace their heritage to Abraham through Ishmael.

· Isaac had twin sons - Esau and Jacob. Jacob had twelve sons who were the ancestors of the twelve tribes of Israel. The Jews（犹太人）trace their lineage to Abraham through Isaac and Jacob.

· Because of their shared heritage with the Jews, Christians（基督徒） also count Abraham as their spiritual father.
· Burnt offering of Isaac:以撒的燔祭；“忍痛割爱以示诚心”，“毫无保留地奉献”

The Story of Esau and Jacob
· Abraham sent his servant to his old home in Mesopotamia to get a wife for his son Isaac. 

· God led the servant to Rebekah(利百加). 

· Rebekah went with the servant to Canaan, and became the wife of Isaac.
· She was childless for 20 years, and then gave birth to twins, Esau (以扫) and Jacob(雅各).

·  Gen 25:25  The first to come out was red, and his whole body was like a hairy garment; so they named him Esau.  

· Gen 25:26  After this, his brother came out, with his hand grasping Esau's heel; so he was named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when Rebekah gave birth to them.  
· Since Esau was a few minutes older, he had his birthright, that is, he had the first right to inherit Isaac's power and possessions. 

· Isaac liked Esau better, but Rebekah favored Jacob.
· As the boys grew, Esau :a skillful hunter and wandered in the field all day long

· Jacob: a quiet man and liked to stay at home. 

· One day Jacob was cooking pottage when Esau arrived home. 

· Esau had been out hunting: very hungry. 

· But Jacob refused to give him any pottage unless Esau promised to give up his birthright. 

· So Esau "sold his birthright for a mess of pottage". 

· But he had no intention to keep his promise.
· Isaac became very old and almost blind

· One day he told Esau to hunt some game, cook the meat and bring it to him to eat.

·  He wanted to give Esau his final blessing before he died.

·  Rebekah overheard the conversation. 
· To fool Isaac, Jacob put on the best clothes of Esau, and Rebekah put the skins of the goats on Jacob's arms and neck.

· In this way, he received from Isaac the words of blessing Isaac had meant to give Esau. 

· When Esau knew that Jacob had taken his blessing away, he was so angry that he threatened to kill his brother. 
· Jacob fled for his life to Mesopotamia to visit his uncle Laban. 

· On the way Jacob slept and he dreamed of a wonderful ladder between heaven and earth, and he saw the angels of God going up and down on it.

·  At the top of the ladder stood God. God promised to protect and bless him and one day bring him home.
· Much encouraged, Jacob went on to Laban's home. 

· There he worked 20 years for Laban and got married. Jacob left for home in Canaan with his wives and their children. 
· On the way ,he wrestled with a man.

·  Gen 32:26  Then the man said, "Let me go, for it is daybreak." But Jacob replied, "I will not let you go unless you bless me."  

· Gen 32:27  The man asked him, "What is your name?" "Jacob," he answered.  

· Gen 32:28  Then the man said, "Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have struggled with God and with men and have overcome."  
· At home, Esau and Jacob were reconciled before their father's death. 

· Jacob had 12 sons, and since his new name was Israel, they were often called the children of Israel. 

· Later the whole Jewish people, who by tradition were considered descendants of the sons of Jacob, were also called the children of Israel. 
· a mess of pottage:一碗红豆汤；
· “因小失大，见利忘义”; “用永久的宝贵东西来换取一点暂时的好处”

Exodus
出埃及记
Exodus
· exodus  / eksədəs/ n  Etymology: Latin, from Greek Exodos, literally, road out, from ex- + hodos road

· 1.  [sing] ~ (from...) (to...) (fml or joc 文或谑) departure of many people at one time （大批人同时之）离去: 

· * The play was so awful that there was a general exodus from the theatre at the interval. 那剧十分糟糕, 在幕间休息时观众纷纷离去.

· 2. the Exodus the departure of the Israelites from Egypt, in about 1300 BC 出埃及事（约公元前1300年以色列人离开埃及一事）. 


The Ten Plagues of Egypt
· 1. A River of Blood

· The water of  the river Nile turned into blood
· the fish of the Nile died, the river smelt bad 

· Pharaoh's sorcerers demonstrated that they too could turn water into blood
The Ten Plagues of Egypt
· 2. Plague of Frogs

· frogs came and overran Egypt.

· Moses let Pharaoh choose the time that it would end
The Ten Plagues of Egypt
· 3. Dust Turned to Gnats (Gnats, Lice or Fleas)

· gnat  / næt; næt/ n small two-winged fly that stings; small mosquito 蚋; 蠓; 蚊.
· God instructed Moses to tell Aaron to take his staff and strike at the dust, which turned into a mass of gnats
The Ten Plagues of Egypt
· 4. Plague of Flies

· The fourth plague of Egypt was flies capable of harming people and livestock

· it did not affect the Land of Goshen (where the Israelites lived)þ
The Ten Plagues of Egypt
· 5. The Killing of Livestock

· The fifth plague of Egypt was an epidemic disease which exterminated the Egyptian livestock
· 
The Israelites' cattle were unharmed
The Ten Plagues of Egypt
· 6. Boils 疖, 疮 
· The Egyptian sorcerers were afflicted along with everyone else, and were unable to heal themselves

· Once again, Pharaoh made no concessions.

· Exo 9:12  But the LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart and he would not listen to Moses and Aaron, just as the LORD had said to Moses. 
The Ten Plagues of Egypt
· 7. Hail and Fire

· A worst hailstorm that has never fallen from Egypt

· more evidently supernatural than the previous plagues

· Exo 10:1  Then the LORD said to Moses, "Go to Pharaoh, for I have hardened his heart and the hearts of his officials so that I may perform these miraculous signs of mine among them 
The Ten Plagues of Egypt
· 8. Plague of Locusts

· The swarm covered the sky, casting a shadow over Egypt. It consumed all the remaining Egyptian crops, leaving no tree or plant standing

· Exo 10:20  But the LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he would not let the Israelites go. 

The Ten Plagues of Egypt
· 9. Three Days of Darkness

· And the Whole land was covered in darkness (10:22)þ
· Pharaoh demanded that the Israelites may go but However, he required that their sheep and cattle stay, but Moses refused

· Exo 10:27  But the LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he was not willing to let them go. 

The Ten Plagues of Egypt
· 10. The Death of the First Born
· the hardest and cruellest blow upon Egypt and the plague that finally convinced Pharaoh to submit, and let the Israelites go

· no one escaped, from the lowest servant to Pharaoh's own first-born son, including first-born of livestock

· After this, Pharaoh, furious and saddened, ordered the Israelites to go away, taking whatever they wanted.
· Exo 14:4  And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and he will pursue them. But I will gain glory for myself through Pharaoh and all his army, and the Egyptians will know that I am the LORD ."

Reasons Why God Used the Ten Plagues
· The plagues were designed to:

· Rescue Israel and take them to the Promised Land (Exodus 3:8-10, 19-20). 

· Reveal himself as Israel's protector (Exodus 6:1-8). 

· Demonstrate his power and authority to Pharaoh and the Egyptians (Exodus 7:1-5). 

· Pass judgment on the collection of Egyptian gods (Exodus 12:12).
Exodus

· Did the Israelites have strong faith in God? Why?

· According to the Bible, how many years did the Israelites spend wandering in the desert before they finally arrived in Canaan?

· Why did they spend so many years on the journey? (use your imagination and logical reasoning)

· Why did Moses give the order to kill the three thousand people?

· Isn’t this act an violation of the Ten Commandments?
· They couldn’t endure the hardships.

· They need a god that they could see.

· 40 years.

· Exo 13:17  When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them on the road through the Philistine country, though that was shorter. For God said, "If they face war, they might change their minds and return to Egypt." 

· Exo 13:18  So God led the people around by the desert road toward the Red Sea. The Israelites went up out of Egypt armed for battle. 
· 民 14:32  But you-your bodies will fall in this desert.  

· 民 14:33  Your children will be shepherds here for forty years, suffering for your unfaithfulness, until the last of your bodies lies in the desert.  

· 民 14:34  For forty years-one year for each of the forty days you explored the land-you will suffer for your sins and know what it is like to have me against you.'  
Joseph’s Journey to Egypt
Exodus Major Events Map
· Why did Moses give the order to kill the three thousand people?

· They worshipped the golden calf instead of God; idol worshipping 

· Isn’t this act an violation of the Ten Commandments?

· Kill or murder?

· unjust killing should be prohibited.
The Ten Commandments

· 1 and 2

· jealous  adj 
1.  feeling or showing fear or resentment of possible rivals in love or affection 忌妒的; 妒忌的: a jealous husband 好忌妒的丈夫 * jealous looks 忌妒的样子. 
2.   ~ (of sb/sth) feeling or showingresentment of sb's advantages, achievements, etc; envious妒羡的; 羡慕的: He was jealous of Tom/of Tom's success.他妒羡汤姆[汤姆的成就]. 
3.   ~ (of sth) anxiously protective (of one's rights, belongings, etc); possessive（对自己的权利﹑ 所有物等）精心守护的, 占有的: keeping a jealous eye on one's property 精心保护自己的财产 * She's jealous of her privileges. 她极为珍视自己的特权.

The Ten Commandments

· 4

· Sabbath  

· / sæbəθ; ˋsæbəθ/ n the sabbath [sing] day of the week intended for rest and worship of God (Saturday for Jews and Sunday for Christians) 安息日（犹太教为星期六, 基督教为星期日）: keep/break the sabbath, ie (not) work or play on the sabbath 守[不守]安息日 * [attrib 作定语] the sabbath day 安息日.

The Sabbath-Breaker Put to Death 

· Num 15:32  While the Israelites were in the desert, a man was found gathering wood on the Sabbath day.  

· Num 15:33  Those who found him gathering wood brought him to Moses and Aaron and the whole assembly,  

· Num 15:34  and they kept him in custody, because it was not clear what should be done to him.  

· Num 15:35  Then the LORD said to Moses, "The man must die. The whole assembly must stone him outside the camp."  

· Num 15:36  So the assembly took him outside the camp and stoned him to death, as the LORD commanded Moses.  
The Ten Commandments

· 7.

· The woman who had an affair must wear a scarlet letter as a mark of shame.

· The Scarlet Letter (1850) ;a novel written by Nathaniel Hawthorne  
The Ten Commandments

· 9.

· You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.

· Testimony

· testimony  n 
[U,C] written or spoken statement declaring that sth is true,esp one made under oath （书面或口头的）证词（尤指发誓後作出的）: According to the witness's testimony, you were present when the crime was committed. 根据证人证词所示, 案发时你在犯罪现场. 

· Swear on a bible before testifying  

· perjury n. 伪誓，伪证
· Significance of the Ten Commandments:

· Basic moral rules to follow. Maintain the order of the world.

· When the laws are made, those who violate them will be punished. We should all be law-abiding citizens.

· An equal covenant between man and God. Both parties should respect and abide by it. We should respect and follow the contracts we’ve made with others.

· Influence on the judicial procedure. Swear before testifying.

Bible’s Influence on the English Language

· The major influence:

·  Many bible words, phrases, expressions and references quickly became assimilated into the English language and are still in use today.

· We have seen a lot of them.

· Eden, forbidden fruit, original sin

· We’ll see more.
Names of God

· Different names of God:

· God

· Lord

· Jehovah （耶和华） 

· Yahweh （雅威 ）
The Origin of the Word “Jehovah ”

· Of all the names of God, the one which occurs most frequently in the Hebrew Bible is the Tetragrammaton (from the Greek: "word with four letters")

· It is spelled (in the Hebrew alphabet)
· (yodh)         (heh)          (vav)         (heh)

The Origin of the Word “Jehovah ”

· YHWH (written as "LORD" in most English Bibles) means "the self-existent one" and denotes God's personal name and His eternality ("I AM"). 

· Exo 3:14 God said to Moses, "I am who I am . This is what you are to say to the Israelites: 'I AM has sent me to you.' " 

· cuv:　神对摩西说：“我是自有永有的。”又说：“你要对以色列人这样说：‘那自有的打发我到你们这里来。’” 
The Origin of the Word “Jehovah ”

· According to the Jewish Encyclopedia, the Tetragrammaton (YHWH) appears 6,828 times in the Hebrew Bible. 

· Other Bible scholars: approximately 5600 times in the Hebrew Scriptures

· Another source : more than 7000 times in the Old Testament and 1000 times in the New Testament. 

· Important name to be remembered

The Origin of the Word “Jehovah ”

· God's personal name: so sacred to most Jews that they didn't want to write or even speak it

· "You shall not take the name of Yahweh your God in vain, for Yahweh will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain" (Exodus 20:7) 

· Exo 20:7 "You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name. 

The Origin of the Word “Jehovah ”

· Thus, the Jewish practice: read "Adonai" (Hebrew "Adonay"), meaning "Lord", in place of "YHWH" 

· Adonai means "master" or "sovereign ruler"

· Hebrew compound name "YHWH Adonay" 

· "Elohim“,to avoid the duplication of Adonay.

· Elohim means "mighty one" or "strong one


The Origin of the Word “Jehovah ”

· To remind the reader that he was not to pronounce "YHWH" but instead was to read the word as "Adonay", they placed the vowels of Adonay (a-o-a) under the Tetragrammaton YHWH .

· The first English translators who transcribed God's name into English had no reason to believe that the vowel points might be incorrect, so they transcribed "YaHoWaH" into English just as it was written. 

The Origin of the Word “Jehovah ”

The Name: Jesus Christ

· Jesus (Iesus, Yeshua, Joshua, or Yehoshûa) (Arabic: 碛孚) is a Hebraic personal name meaning "Yahweh saves/helps/is salvation“

· Jesus is the name. Is Christ the surname? 

· Christ means "the anointed受膏者 " in Greek. Khristos is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew word Messiah弥赛亚  (Arabic: 轻阌硗)
The Name: Jesus Christ

· “耶稣”是中文对于Jesus的翻译而“基督”则是耶稣的头衔之一，意思是救世主，弥赛亚。 

· 到了两约之间的时间(约公元前二世纪)，在犹太教的文献中显示，他们极渴望弥赛亚的来临，弥赛亚在这时的意思是耶和华差派下来、像大卫王一样充满权能的救世者。他要拯救犹太人脱离罗马人的统治。但自从耶稣从死里复活后，一些追随耶稣的犹太人发现，耶和华差派下来的弥赛亚不单要拯救犹太人，而且要拯救全世界的人，使凡信他的人得享永生，于是宣告耶稣是真正的弥赛亚，是基督，故称他为耶稣基督(Jesus　Christ)。
· 中文译名方面，东正教根据希腊文译作“基利斯督”，而天主教和新教只取首末两个字。 

The Name: Jesus Christ

· 希腊文的「鱼」字，即“ΙΧΘΥΣ”，恰好由「耶稣．基督．神的．儿子．救主」这5个象征著基督教信仰核心的词汇字首组成。
· Ι ΙΗΣΟΥΣ 耶稣


· Χ ΧΡΙΣΤΟΣ 基督


· Θ ΘΕΟΥ 神的


· Υ ΥΙΟΣ 儿子


· Σ ΣΩΤΗΡ 救世主


God’s Names in Daily Language

· Can you list five phrases that contain the names of God?

· Good Lord!

· My Lord!

· Oh My God! 

· OMG

· My gosh!

· Gosh, I'm hungry! 

· Oh My Goodness!

· Jesus Christ! 

· Jesus!

· Jeez!/Geez!

· Gee!

· Christ!

· For God's /heaven's sake, stop bothering me! 
Jesus’ Parables

· parable  

· / pærəbl; ˋpærəbl/ n (esp in the Bible) story told to illustrate a moral or spiritual truth （尤指《圣经》中）寓言故事: 

· Jesus taught in parables. 耶稣以寓言讲道. 

The Parable of the Talents

· talent  

· [C] unit of money or measure of weight used in ancient times in certain countries 泰伦（古代某些国家使用的货币或重量单位）.

· Why was the third servant scolded and punished? 

· Can you learn any lesson from this parable?


Matthew Effect

· Matthew effect

· From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

· The Matthew effect (or "accumulated advantage") in sociology is the phenomenon where "the rich get richer and the poor get poorer".Those who possess power and economic or social capital can leverage those resources to gain more power or capital. The term was first coined by sociologist Robert K. Merton in 1968 and takes its name from a line in the biblical Gospel of Matthew:

· For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away.

· —Matthew 25:29, New Revised Standard Version.

马太效应
· 　马太效应（Matthew Effect），是指好的愈好，坏的愈坏，多的愈多，少的愈少的一种现象。名字来自于《圣经·马太福音》中的一则寓言。在《圣经·新约》的“马太福音”第二十五章中有这么说道：“凡有的，还要加给他叫他多余；没有的，连他所有的也要夺过来。”社会学家从中引申出了“马太效应”这一概念，用以描述社会生活领域中普遍存在的两极分化现象。
· 　　1968年，美国科学史研究者罗伯特·莫顿（Robert K. Merton）提出这个术语用以概括一种社会心理现象：“相对于那些不知名的研究者，声名显赫的科学家通常得到更多的声望即使他们的成就是相似的，同样地，在同一个项目上，声誉通常给予那些已经出名的研究者，例如，一个奖项几乎总是授予最资深的研究者，即使所有工作都是一个研究生完成的。”

马太效应
· 　　罗伯特·莫顿归纳“马太效应”为：任何个体、群体或地区，一旦在某一个方面（如金钱、名誉、地位等）获得成功和进步，就会产生一种积累优势，就会有更多的机会取得更大的成功和进步。
· 　　此术语后为经济学界所借用，反映贫者愈贫，富者愈富，赢家通吃的经济学中收入分配不公的现象。
· 　　社会心理学上也经常借用这一名词。
· 　　马太效应，所谓强者越强，弱者愈弱，一个人如果获得了成功，什么好事都会找到他头上。大丈夫立世，不应怨天尤人，人最大的敌人是自己。态度积极主动执着，那么你就赢得了物质或者精神财富，获得财富后，你的态度更加强化了你的积极主动性，如此循环，你才能把马太效应的正效果发挥到最大极致。
The Parable of the Good Samaritan 

· Samaritan (Samaritans) [N-COUNT]

· You refer to someone as a Samaritan if they help you when you are in difficulty.

· A good Samaritan offered us a room in his house.

· My neighbor was a good Samaritan when I sprained my ankle. She did all my shopping and took the dog for a walk every day. 
The Birth of Jesus

· Christian calendars are dated from the year in which Jesus was supposed to have been born. 

· Actually, the men who made the earliest Christian calendars made a mistake. 

· Scholars generally believe that Jesus must have been born four to eight years before he was thought to. 

· The day of his birth is not known, and December 25, the day on which his birth is celebrated, was selected in the early 4th century.

The Birth of Jesus

· According to the books   of Matthew and Luke, Jesus was born in Bethlehem(伯利恒), a town in Judea(犹大).    

· His mother was Mary,    who lived in Nazareth(拿撒勒),  a town in Galilee(加利利). 

· Mary was engaged to marry Joseph, a carpenter of Nazareth.   

The Annunciation

· Before their marriage an angel called Gabriel appeared to Mary and told her that she would have a son, whose father was not a man 

· but the Holy Spirit, and that this son would be the saviour of mankind. 

· This announcement Gabriel made to Mary is called the Annunciation.
· When Joseph discovered that Mary was pregnant and planned to break the engagement privately, an angel appeared to him in a dream. 

· The angel told him that the child was of the Holy Spirit. 
· Mat 1:20  But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  

· Mat 1:21  She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins."  
· Sometime before Jesus was born, Mary went with Joseph to Bethlehem, to record their names in a census (count of the people) being taken by the Romans who ruled Palestine. 

· There was no room for them in the inn at Bethlehem, so they spent the night in a stable. 

Nativity

· Here Jesus was born, and Mary used a manger as a cradle for him. The birth of Jesus is often called the Nativity. 

· Miraculous things happened when he was born. Shepherds near Bethlehem saw angels in the sky. 
· Astrologers in the East saw a bright star: a signal of the coming of a saviour. 

· They traveled from the East to see the newborn Messiah.

·  They first asked for him at Herod‘s (n.  希律王) court in Jerusalem.

· followed the light of a star to Bethlehem. 
· They found Jesus and gave him gifts of gold, frankincense乳香（有香味的树脂, 可作燃香） , and myrrh没药 . 

· These astrologers: called Magi( 东方三博士 ). Later considered three in number. 

· Herod had told them: return after they knew where the infant was. 

· Warned by God not to go to Herod. They took another route home. 
· Herod: angry; afraid that Jesus would be made king in his place. 

· He could not find Jesus, so he gave orders: all boys in Bethlehem under 2 years of age should be killed. 

· An angel had appeared to Joseph in another dream and warned him. 

· Joseph fled with Mary and Jesus to Egypt.

·  After Herod died, they returned and settled in the town of Nazareth in Galilee.
· The Gospels do not tell more of Jesus' life until he was 30 years old. 

· At that time, John the Baptist (施洗者约翰)was baptizing people in the Jordan River and was promising that Messiah would soon come. 

· John was born about the same year as Jesus. 

· He was the son of Elizabeth, who was the cousin of Mary, the mother of Jesus. 

· When he grew up, he heard the words of God, and became a prophet. 

Jesus' Baptism and Temptation 

· Jesus went to John and was baptized and when he was baptized a voice from heaven said to him, "You are my beloved Son.“

· Then Jesus went into the wilderness and for 40 days he ate nothing. 

·  The Devil approached to tempt him, but Jesus refused to yield to temptation to do wrong, choosing to remain faithful to God. 
Jesus' Ministry 

· Jesus began his mission by announcing that the Kingdom of God was coming. 

· After Jesus' baptism, he went to Galilee and the area around it to begin to spread his message. He not only preached, but also worked miracles. At the end of his ministry in Galilee, Jesus traveled to Jerusalem, where he died.

The Sermon on the Mount(山上宝训)

The Sermon on the Mount

· the salt of the earth very decent, honest, etc person or people 非常正派﹑ 诚实等的人
· You can trust her: she's the salt of the earth. 你可以信任她, 她这人很诚实. 

· hide one's light under a bushel hide one's talents, abilities or good qualities because of modesty, etc 

· 不展才; 不露锋芒.

The Last Few Days of Jesus’ Earthly Life

The Triumphant Entry into Jerusalem

· Jesus went to different cities in Palestine: preach the good news of the Kingdom of God.

· Some Jewish leaders feared his popularity would encourage a rebellion against the Roman Empire. Then the Romans would destroy the Jewish nation.

· Jesus knew it was dangerous to carry out his ministry. He considered it his duty.

· He sent his disciples to find the donkey for him and they found it exactly where he had said it would be.
· He rode into Jerusalem on the donkey.
Why did Jesus Ride on a Donkey?

· Jesus rode on a donkey, even a young donkey, because donkeys are humble creatures. They are neither proud nor extravagant, but simply humble. 

· Jesus, the King of Kings, chose to demonstrate His humility by riding on a humble beast. 

Palm Sunday

· Joh 12:13 They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting, "Hosanna! " "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!" "Blessed is the King of Israel!“

· They waved palm branches at him and laid them at his feet
· This day thus became known as “Palm Sunday”

· Palm Sun|day
[N-UNCOUNT]
Palm Sunday is the Sunday before Easter. It is the day when Christians remember Jesus Christ's arrival in Jerusalem a few days before he was killed.
· Mat 21:12  Jesus entered the temple area and drove out all who were buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of those selling doves.  

· Mat 21:13  "It is written," he said to them, " 'My house will be called a house of prayer,' but you are making it a 'den of robbers.' "  
· When Jesus had finished teaching, he said to his disciples, “As you know, the Passover celebration begins in two days, and I will be betrayed and crucified.”

· At the very moment the chief priests and other Jewish officials were meeting to make plans to arrest Jesus secretly and put him to death.  

·  " We must not do it during the festival, "    they said, "or the people will rise in a rebellion. "

· Question: Why did Judas betray Jesus?
· Joh 13:21  After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and testified, "I tell you the truth, one of you is going to betray me."  

· Joh 13:22  His disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know which of them he meant.  

· Joh 13:23  One of them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to him.  

· Joh 13:24  Simon Peter motioned to this disciple and said, "Ask him which one he means."  

· Joh 13:25  Leaning back against Jesus, he asked him, "Lord, who is it?"  
· Joh 13:26  Jesus answered, "It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish." Then, dipping the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, son of Simon.  

· Joh 13:27  As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him.  

· Joh 13:28  "What you are about to do, do quickly," Jesus told him, but no one at the meal understood why Jesus said this to him.  

· Joh 13:29  Since Judas had charge of the money, some thought Jesus was telling him to buy what was needed for the Feast, or to give something to the poor.  

· Joh 13:30  As soon as Judas had taken the bread, he went out. And it was night.
· Luk 22:1  Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread, called the Passover, was approaching,  

· Luk 22:2  and the chief priests and the teachers of the law were looking for some way to get rid of Jesus, for they were afraid of the people.  

· Luk 22:3  Then Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, one of the Twelve.  

· Luk 22:4  And Judas went to the chief priests and the officers of the temple guard and discussed with them how he might betray Jesus.  

· Luk 22:5  They were delighted and agreed to give him money.  

· Luk 22:6  He consented, and watched for an opportunity to hand Jesus over to them when no crowd was present. 

The Twelve Disciples

· Mat 10:2  These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John;  

· Mat 10:3  Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus;  

· Mat 10:4  Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.

· 太 10:2  这十二使徒的名，头一个叫西门，又称彼得；还有他兄弟安得烈；西庇太的儿子雅各和雅各的兄弟约翰；  

· 太 10:3  腓力和巴多罗买；多马和税吏马太；亚勒腓的儿子雅各，和达太；  

· 太 10:4  奋锐党的西门；还有卖耶稣的加略人犹大。
The Last Supper

· By Leonardo da Vinci  

The Last Supper
The Last Supper and Da Vinci Code

Here are five claims from The DaVinci Code that many Christians dispute.  Let us call these and supporting claims the “Code Thesis”:

· Jesus and Mary Magdalene married and had children.  Mary Magdalene and the bloodline are the real Holy Grail.

· The Roman Catholic Church worked to suppress this information because it wanted to subvert divine feminine aspects and emphasize divine masculine characteristics.

· The descendants of Jesus and Mary Magdalene exist today as the French Merovingian 梅罗文加王朝的 royal family.

· Evidence of the real Holy Grail was discovered in 1099 and a group called The Priory of Sion （郇山隐修会 ） was formed to guard the secret and protect the bloodline.

· Leaders of the Priory of Sion such as Leonardo DaVinci sometimes left clues about this secret in works of art and architecture.

Mary Magdalene （抹大拉的玛利亚）
· Mary Magdalene or Mary of Magdala described, in the New Testament, as one of the most important women in the movement of Jesus throughout his ministry.

· The four Gospels included in the New Testament have little to say about Mary Magdalene. With a single exception in the Gospel of Luke, there is no mention of her in the Gospels before the crucifixion. 

Mary Magdalene

· In the New Testament she is mentioned among the women who accompanied Christ and ministered to Him (Luke 8:2-3), where it is also said that seven devils had been cast out of her (Mark 16:9). 

· She is next named as standing at the foot of the cross (Mark 15:40; Matthew 27:56; John 19:25; Luke 23:49). She saw Christ laid in the tomb, and she was the first recorded witness of the Resurrection. 

Detail from The Last Supper

· This is the character portrayed as Mary Magdalene in The DaVinci Code.

· Mary Magdalene, or John, “the apostle Jesus loved” (Joh. 13:23)?

DaVinci’s John the Baptist

The “Divine Feminine”

· The Code Thesis also asserts that the “V” shape between the figures is the sign of the “divine feminine.”

The “M” Word

· The Code Thesis also suggests that an “M” can be found in the figures.

· The “M” can be for Mary, Magdalene, or Marriage.

· It is useless as evidence, since many shapes could be found in the bodies.
